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WW HEN the National Aſſembly paſſed to the order 
| of the day on the King's complaint, it did not 
proceed from their being inſenſible to the infult which 
had been offered. to him, or from the majority being 
unwilling that the guilty ſhonld be feverely puniſhed; + 
but from their being perſuaded that, in the ſpirit to 
which the populace and the National Guards had been 
wrought up, any attempt to animadyert on the ſubject 
would expoſe the weakneſs of the Aſſembly, and per- 
haps prove dangerous to the Royal Family. 
The Department of Paris had found it expedient to : 
invite the Sections to meet on the evening of the day 

on which the King had been at the National Aſſem- 
bly.z and the queſtion ſubmitted to their deliberation + 
was, whether they ſhould addreſs him to fulfil his in- 
tention of going to St Cloud, or return him thanks for 
having choſen to remain at Paris, that the public tran- : 
quillity might be no longer-difturbed. . 71 
As all the world knew that it was not from choice 
that the King had remained at Paris, this ſeemed an 
additional inſult; and at any rate nothing could be 
more indecent, and more humiliating both to the King 
and the National Aſſembly, than to ſubmit to the ſhop- - 
keepers and tradeſmen of Paris ſuch a queſtion, _ 
The majority of the Sections gave a wiſer anſwer 
than there was reaſon to expect, by declaring in gene- 
ral terms that there was no room for deltberating. - 
18 Vol. II. 5 5 4 „ + But * 
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But the Miniſters, and thoſe immediately about the 
King's perſon, were ſo terrified at the agitation which 


pre vailed, and 3 at the aſſertion, which had 
on the walls, of meaſures. 


been printed, and paſte 
having been prepared to tranſport the Royal Family 


from St Cloud to Compiegne, that the King. was ad- 
viſed to contradict that aſſertion in a letter to the De- 


partment of Paris, in which it was alſo deſired, that 
this contradiction ſhould be made public as: ſoon as 
poſſible.” | | 


The, Department accordingly ordered the King's 
declaration to be immediately-publiſhed, and circula- 
ted at all places of public reſort. But declarations of 


a. contrary. tendency were alſo fixed upon the walls, 
and allowed to remain, while that of the King was in 
many places torn down by the. populace as falſe. 


The Club of Jacobins, that of. the. Cordeliers, and 


the Societe Fraternelle, chiefly made up. af the moſt 
wicked and worthleſs members of the. former, per- 


ſevered with ſuch ſucceſs in agitating the populace, . 


and in corrupting the minds of the. National Guards, 


that the Department of Paris thought it expedient to - 


_ preſent an addreſs ta the King, expreſſing their cone 


cern at the favour he ſhewed. ts the-non-Juring Clergy, . 


and others who were enemies of the. Conſtitution, beg- 


ging “ that he would. withdraw his ceuutenance from 


all thoſe of whom the people were ſuſpicious; that he 


would announce by his Ambaſſadors at the different 
courts of Europe, that a glorious revolution had taken 
place. in France, which he had cordially adopted; 


and that he was proud of, being the King of a free 
people.“ The addreſs concluded with the expreſſion 
of a deſire, that the King would entruſt this annunci- 
ation of his ſentiments to Miniſters who were not un- 
abort hy of truſt. | 


- In ſhort, the import of the. addreſs: was, that the 


King ſhould diſmiſs the ſervants he loved, and employ 
. thoſe. he hated; that he ſhould not receive the Sacra- 
ment from Prieſts whom he regarded on account of 
their piety, but from thoſe he deſpiſed: for their irreli- 


gion; that he ſhould announce a ſeries of groſs. falſe- 
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hoods to all the Courts“ of Europe; and finally, that 
he ſhould change the Miniſters in whom he put truſt, 
for others in whom he. put none. e 
Theſe were ſtrange requeſts to be made to a King; 

| eſpecially as they were not. made by a foreign 2 | 
at the gates of his capital after a victory; but by thoſe 
who had the direction of his capital, and who called 
themſelves his loving ſubjects- Nothing can give a 
ſtronger idea of the wretched ſtate to which this un- 
fortunate Monarch was reduced, than that it was 
thought neceſſary that they ſhould. all, except the laſt, 

be immediately complied with. . FE 


To alleviate as much as was in their power the-pain 
of ſuch a compliance, the Cardinal of Montmorency, 
Grand Aumonier, the Biſhop of Senlis, Premier Aumo- 
nier, M. de Villequier and M. Amedee de Duras, Prin- 
cipal Gentleman of the Kings Bedchamber, gave in 
their reſignations, All the ecclefiaſtics belonging to 
the King's chapel were diſmiſſed; and on the firſt Sun- 
day after the addreſs of the Department, he went to 
the church of Saint · Germain-V Auxerrois, and heard 
maſs performed by the new Prieſt on Eaſter.day, 

Whatever emeafineſs. the others may have produced; 
it is probable that this laſt was a ſacrifice more repug- 
nant to the King's conſcience than all: the reſt ; ſince 
he conſidered the ſacred rite as in ſome degree pro- 

phaned by the worthlefſneſs of the perſon who perfor- 
med it: for there is-no queſtion that the King. had 
been taught to conſider all. the eecleſiaſtics in that light 
who had taken the oaths. | | 

Unfounded as ſuch an opinion may be, it is not ſo 
abſurd as to impute any thing criminal to men, be- 
cauſe they refuſed to take the oaths; and the oute 
that was raiſed againſt them was as wicked as abſur 
The general accuſation of their being refra#aires a la 
loi was abſolutely falſe. The law exacted that they 
ſhould either take. a particular oath, or reſign their. 
benefices. They choſe the laſt. This is no breach of 
law: on the contrary, it is conforming to the law by 
choofing one of two meaſures left to their option by 

The law and, in affording protection to men reduced 
| | | 5 ta. 
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the oaths; | 
then to inſiſt upon the King's doing this, or to refuſe 
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to want by obeying the dictates of their conſcience, the 


King obſerved the laws of humanity without violating 


thoſe of the Conſtitution- 5 


The Conſtitution alſo left the free exerciſe of his re- 


ligion to every individual. Meſſrs Barnave, Rabaud 


de Saint-Etienne, and other Proteſtant members of the 
National Aſſembly, who had in compliance with the 


will of the majority vated for the eivil conſtitution of 
the Clergy, were 


lowed, as well as every other per- 
ſon in France, the public exerciſe of their religion. It 
was never exacted of any of them to attend the Catho- 
lic worſhip adminiſtered by ecclefiaſtics who had taken 
How cruel and arbitrary muſt. it appear 


to him the freedom of worſhipping God in his private 


chapel in the manner-moſt-agreeable to his conſcience ! 
2 freedom which the Conſtitution allowed to be uſed - 
publicly by every perſon in the kingdom without ex · 


much he was beloved by them. All the battalions aſ- 
ſembled. They appointed deputations to the Gene- 


ral, expreſſing ſorrow for their paſt conduct, and pro- 
miſing implicit obedience to his orders in future. 
They alſo ſent deputations to the Municipality and to 


the Department, entreating them to join in ſoliciting 
the General to reſume the command. | 


2 


The hotel of la Fayette was filled with thefe depu- 
tations from the different battalions, from the time I 
that he had given in his refignation until the following 

morning at five o'clock. The ſtreet in which his houſe 
ſtood was crowded with the men. all waiting with im- 


patience for the news of his having yielded to their 


entreaties; but finding that he ſtill refuſed, they went 


in crowds to the Town-houſe, and begged of the Mu- 


nicipality to uſe their influence with the General that 


he ſhould reſume the command. The Municipality, 
perceiving that citizens of ali the ſections joined in 


uld 


this requeſt of the National Guards, declared that they 
"5 | | ; Wo 


MI. de la Fayette was ſo diſguſted at the ſhameful | 
ſcene on the 18th of April, that he reſigned the com- 
mand of the National Guards. It then appeared how + 


their ſ. 
Vol 
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es principes ſur leſquels la liberte eſt fondee *. 
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-would become reſponſible for the future obedience of 


the battalions, and entreated the General to yield to 


the defire of his fellow- citizens. 


M. La Fayette expreſſed a proper ſenſe of the hon - 


our done him; adding, that he would not preſume to 


give an immediate anſwer, but would the following 


day attend the Municipality at the Town-houſe, and 


there deliver to them bis ſentiments. | 


M. La Fayette went accordingly at ten o'clock, and 
in the common hall, where he found all the repreſen- 
tatives of the Common Council, with deputies from 
all the battalions of National Guards aſſembled, pro- 
nouced a diſcourſe equally diſtinguiſhed for modeſty 
and good ſenſe. He placed in a ſtrong point of view 
the horror whicheevery enlightened citizen muſt have 
felt at beholding thoſe whoſe duty it is to ſupport the 
laws, oppoſe-*tcir execution. He added that, if the 
capital, which was the cradle bf the Revolution, in- 
ſtead of reſpecting-and obeying the Exeautive' Powers, 
ſhould befiege them with tumults, and ' fatigue. them 
with inſults, it would from being the honoured ex- 


the marks: ard with which his fellow-citizens had 
iu too much attention had; been paid to 


an individual, but not enough to the laws. © Danes 


les marquis ſi touchantes d'afteftion que j'ai recues,”” 


ſaid he, * ona beaucoup trop fait pour moi, on n'a 
pas aſſez fait pour la lot; je me ſuis conyaincu,' avec. 


Ja plus tendre emotion, que mes camarades m' aimoient; 
je n' ai point encore ſu a quel point ils cheriffoient tous 

And 
he concluded by refuſing to reſume the conimand. 


On this refuſal, and thoſe obſervations of M. La 


Fayette, it was reſolved, that each battalion ſhould 


Kaſſemble the following day, and make a declaration of 
their ſentiments on the 8 25 pointed out in M. La 


Vol. II. | FS Fayette's 
jun i be affecting marks of attachment I have re- 
ceived, too much regard is ſbeaun to me, and tos litthe 
9:the laws. I am thoroughly convinced that mg com- 
rades love me; but I ani flill to learn, how'far they are 


attached to theſe principles on aubich liberty is Founded. , 


— 


the terror of the French nation; tha“ n 
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5 Fayette's diſcourſe ; which was done accordingly by 


all the different regiments; and in their declarations, 


inſtead of expreſſing attachment to their General, and 
wiſhes that he ſhould reſume the command, they 
ſpeak ſolely of their ſubmiſſion to Law, the ir zeal for 


the Conſtitution, and their reſolution to obey the 
Commander in Chief, without once mentioning M, 


La Fayette. 


The Municipality having verified the declarations 
of the National Guards, of the Cannoniers, of the va- 


rious companies of Chaſſeurs, and of the Cavalry, de- 


creed, that the Mayor at the head of a deputation of 


eight Members of the Common Council ſhould wait 
on the General, and repreſent to him that it would en- 


danger the State if he perſiſted in his firſt reſolution, 


and that the greateſt proof of patriotifn he could give 


would be to reſume the command. 
It was impoſſible to reſiſt longer M. La Fayette 


thanked the Mayor and the deputation in becoming 


terms; and the day following having reſumed the com- 


mand, he expreſſed the ſenſe of the honour done him 
by the various corps; and being then, 


on the parade 
they ſhould 


before the Town-houſe, he propoſed Wat 

go in a body to the King, taking with them all of their 
cComrades whom they might meet by the way, and 
expreſs their forrow and repentance for what was 


legiance. 


paſt, and renew to his Majeſty their declaration of al- 


This propoſal was directly adopted. M. La Fayette 


accompanied them to the Tuileries; addreſſed the 
King, in the name of all the National Guards, in the 


Ss 


terms which had been agreed on; received a gracious / 


reception and anſwer from the Monarch; and as ſoon 
as this was known, the troops expreſſed their ſatisfac- 
tion by repeated exclamations of Vive le Roi! Vive 
le Reſtaurateur de la Liberte Francoiſe ! Vive le Petit- 


- Spe Heart 1V E977 ESE SE; | 
In this behaviour of the National Guards, who ha- 
: ving been excited to mutiny and ſedition were ſo ſoon 


t 
* Long live the King! Long live the Reſtorer of 


{French liberty { Long live the Grandfon of Henry-IW! - 


— 
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after brought tw. a Gals of ti crime, and. to ble ex- 
preſſions of remorſe, a ſtrong proof will be found of 
that ſickleneſs as well as ſenfibility Which 1 is ſo remark- _ 
able-in the French character. | 

This people receive impreſſions with aſtoniſhing ſen-. 
fibility ; but theſe impreflions are effaced, and give 
way to others of a different nature, with a rapidity as 
extraordinary as the acuteneſs with which they were 
firſt felt; which makes the French appear in the eyes 
of their neighbours ſometimes i in the light of children, 
and ſometimes in that of madinen. But when, 1 in con- 
ſequence of this, it is imagined that they Will be eaſily 
taken the advantage of, they diſplay of a ſudden, and 
when leaſt expected, a maturity and ſoundneſs of 
judgment that is more ſurpriſing and vexatious to their 
enemies than all the reſt. 

This return of the National Guards to a ſenſe of 
their duty was highly provoking to a ſet of men who, 
unhappily for France, were at this time concentred in 
the capital. Some of theſe men from miſtaken notions 
of government, and ſome from intereſted and malici- 
ous motives; were continually. raifing fuſpicions of che 
King, and * ts to create diſcord and confu- 
ſion. The ns alluded to had not fo much infſu- 
ence in the National Aſſembly, nor in the Municipa- 
lity, as they came to have ſoon afterwards; nor were 
they ſo powerful at this time in the Jacobin Society, 
to which many members of the National Aſſembly be- 
longed, as they were in the. Club of Cordeliers and 
the Societe Fraternelle, chiefly. compoſed of the refufe 
of the Jacobins. 

The Municipahty having been informed that ſome-- 
grenadiers of a certain diviſion of the National Guards 
had been particularly active on the 18th in promoting 
the mutiny, had held the moſt abufive language againſt 
the Royal Family, and had threatened to fire upon the 
cavalry, who by M. Lu Fayette s orders were endea- 
rouring to diſengage the King's coach, decreed” that 
this company ſhould be reduced, and another raiſed 
in its ſtead. The reduction took place immediately; 
but as it was repreſented to the ag þ that four- 
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teen only had been guilty of the crimes charged, all F 
the reſt were admitted into the new formed eempany. t 
This tranſaction was laid hold of by the factious clubs F 

above alluded to, as a. pretext for murmurs, accuſa-- « 
tion, and ſedition. The fourteen. diſcarded ſoldiers 


were received with marks of favour by the Fraternal ti 

Society: they were feaſted by the Cordeliers, and 5 

| treated as perſecuted patriots; while the conduct of le 

| the Municipality was condemned, and M. La Fayette pe 

| was accuſed as an enemy of liberty, and of being R 
beught by the Court. Emiſſaries were alſo employed 

to blacken his character, and miſrepreſent his conduct, NY 

among the groups of the idlers in the places of public re 

reſort. Placards were paſted up, and pamphlets pub- pe 

liſned againſt. him. At the Cordeliers ſome men were 80 

heard to declare, that it would be meritorious to aſ- pl 

ſaſſinate him; and at the Fraternal Society a woman, far 

fired by the elequence.of theſe orators, and intoxica- fo 

ted with the ſpirit of patriotiſm, called him among 

other bad names a ſecond Sera, and ſwore: that ſhe 115 

would take the earlieſt opportunity of entering his: po? 

houſe, and driving a nail into his temples while he was 3 

faſt aſleep. | 8 5 to 1 

The capital was kept in ſuch. a ſtate of agitation by vin 

a few daring and unprincipled men, who had the di- gov 

rection of thoſe incendiary ſocieties, and through their ea 

means great influence in the populous ſuburbs of St tho 
Antoine and St Marceau, where the pooreſt and moſt 

deſperate of the citizens lived, that the King was ad- * 

viſed to a meaſure, which, joined to what he had al- hs 


ready done, would, as was imagined, remove all jea- 5 
louſy of him, annihilate every pretext for complaint, my 
and at once reftore the public tranquillity. M. Mont- part 

 morin, at that time Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, came | 
to the National Aſſembly, and read a letter which by than 
the King's command, as he aſſerted, he had tranſmit- 261 
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ted to all the French Ambaſſadors and Reſidents at fo- au 
reign Courts, as his Majeſty's genuine and ſincere ſen- 617 6 
timents reſpecting the Revolution, and the Conſtitu- N 
tion which was juſt about to be eſtabliſned in France, a p 
and which thoſe Ambaſſadors and Refidents were re. 224 7 
55 ; a . quired the. E 
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quired to make known to all the Courts of Europe, 
that there might no longer remain any doubt of the 
King's complete approbation of the new form of go- 
vernment which be had ſworn to maintain. 

In- this letter the following account of the Revolu- 
tion is given: „Ce que l'on appelle la Revolution, 
n'eſt que l'aneantiſſement d' une foule d' abus, accumu- 
les depuis des fiecles par I'&reur du Peuple, ou le 
pouvoir des Miniſtres, qui n'a jamais ete le pouvoir des 
„ ͤ;—0— F 

« Ces abus n'etoient pas moins funeftes a la Na- 
tion qu*au Monarque, Ces abus, Pautorite, ſous des 
regnes heureux, n*avoit ceſſe de les attaquer, fans * 
pouvoir les detruire. Ils n*exiſtent plus. La Nation 
Souveraine n'a plus que des:citoyens egaux en droits, 
plus de deſpote que la lot, plus d'organes que des 
fonctionnaires publics, et Je Rot eſt le premier de ces 
fonctionnaires. Telle eſt la Revolution Francoife *.“ 

It was added; that!“ all the King's power was 
maintained by the Conſtitution, except the. dangerous 
; power of making laws; that the French nation had 
4 no internal enemies, but thoſe who are ſo fooliſh as 
to imagine that twenty-four millions of men, after ha- 
ving by a bold exertion deſtroyed the abuſes of their 
government, will quietly permit them to be re-eſtabliſh- - 
ed; that the moſt dangerous enemies of the Nation were 
thoſe who circulated doubts of the King's love of the 

LT UE YEE of Ta A = 

*- That which is called the-Rewolution is merely an 
annihilation of a number of abuſes which had been al- 
lowed to accumulate in the courſe of ages by the-error of 
the People or the power of Miniſters, but never ere 
part of the power of the Kingg. Ss 

Thoje abuſes were not leſs detrimental to the Nation 
than to the Monarch. Under the happieſt reigns theſe 
abuſes abere attacked by authority avithout being remo- 
ved. They exift no longer. The Sovereign Nation con- 
As of citizens equal in their rights. There is now no 
power ſuperior to laau; no organ by which the law can 
ſpeak but the public officers appointed for that purpoſe ; + 
and the King is the firſt of thoſe public officers. ' Such it 
ur French Revolution. | 5 
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Conſtitution; that ſuch men were either very blind or 
very wicked; that, believing themſclves the friends, 
they were the real enemies, of royalty; that calumny 


had-even gone the length of aſſerting, that the King 
did not enjoy perfect liberty and this merely becauſe 
he choſe to remain conſtantly within Paris—a choice 
which he owed to the patriotiſm and love of the ci- 
tizens.“ | | 


If the Pope, by ſome extraordinary accident, had 


fallen into the hands of the Hugonots during the war 
of the League, and had then iſſued a declaration im- 
porting; that, “ being at perfect freedom, he took the 


opportunity of avowing his belief in the religious opi- 


nions of Calvin; that all who inſinuated that he was, 
or ever had. been, of a different way of thinking were 
guilty of a graſs. calumny ; for what he wiſhed above 
all things was to ſee the Roman Catholic worſhip with 
all its abominations aboliſhed ; ſuch a . declaration 
would have been thought every bit as ſineere on the 
part of his Holineſs, as thoſe in the letter to the foreign 
Courts in the name of Lewis XVI. were believed to be 
either at thoſe Courts, or among the French them- 
ſelves after they began to reflect, which they never do 
during the firſt impreſſion. If what. is announced is 
agreeable, the French in general are fo much engroſ- 
ſed with ſatisfaction, that they do not conſider whe- 
ther it be probable or not. The reading of this letter 
was accordingly heard with joy by the Aſſembly, and 
with enthuſiaſtic - applauſe by the audience in the 
galleries. . 7 | 
But M. Montmorin had no part in the compoſition 
of this letter. It was the production of two of the 
moſt popular members at that time in the National 
Aſſembly; who being of opinion that the ill humour 
and agitation of the Pariſians proceeded entirely from 
the pains taken by a few ſeditious individuals to inſpire 


them with a notion that the King hated the Conſtitu- 
tion, and ſecretly conſpired with the enemies of France 


to overturn it, imagined, if his Majeſty would make a 
full and. ſtrong declaration of his attachment tu the 
- Conſtitution, and that he wauld conſider all its enc- 
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mies, whether. in or out of France, as his enemies, 


and order this declaration toibe-announced to the dif- 


"ferent Courts of Europe by his Ambaſſadors ; that 
this meaſure would at once defeat the defigns of the 
ſeditious, diſſipate the ſufpicions of the people, reſtore: 
the public tranquillity, and render the King ſo popu- 


lar, that he and the whole Royal Family might viſit 
St Cloud, Compiegne, and the- other royal -villas, 2s 

often as they pleaſed, without raiſing the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion or uneaſineſs. In conſequence of this perſuaſion, 
thoſe two Deputies, being acquainted with ſome per- 
ſons conſtantly near the King, impreſſed the ſame upon 
them. Their reaſoning, being repeated to the King, 

was afterwards expatiated upon and enforced by the 

two members with ſuch energy, that he was at laſt 
prevailed on to adopt the meaſure, and defired them 
to draw ſuch a declaration as they conceived taube ne- 
ceſſary for the purpoſe. 12 

They accordingly did ſo; and preſented it to his 
Majeſty, who without any alteration gave it to M. de 
Montmorin, with orders to reduce it to the form of 
a letter to N to his Ambaſſadors at the 
different Cou 

M, de . having peruſed this production, 
was aſtoniſhed at the whole, but particularly at ſome 
aſſertions evidently in contradiction with recent events 
known to all France. He repreſented to the King, 
that he was much afraid it would have an effect di- 
rectly the reverſe of what was expected. The King, 
being ſtrongly prepoſfeſfed in favour: of the meaſure, 
told the Min iger that thoſe who adviſed it were bet- 
ter acquainted than he could be with the - temper of 
the Pariſians, and therefore he perſiſted in the order 
he had given: on which M. de Montmorin begged to 
be allowed to reſign his office. The King, diſpleaſed 
with the propoſal, anſwered that he expected to be o- 
bey ed in the firſt place; and with regard to his Telig- 
nation, that might be ſettled afterwards. 

M. de Montmorin ſubmitted, and ſent the declara- 
tion to the .Ambaſſadors, and a. COPY," as has been' 
mentioned, to the National aſſembly * . 5 

ut 
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But, notw hAanding the demonſtration of joy and 


applauſe which the firſt reading produced, when peo- 


ple had time to weigh and coniider it with coolneſs” 
and attention, it became evident that M. de Montmo- 
rin eſtimated it properly; that the authors of the de- 


claration had overſhot the mark they aimed at. Even 


thoſe who were moſt diſpoted to believe that the. 
_ Ring's reſolution was to reſt ſatisſied with the Conſti- 


tution, and never to enter into any plot for its over- 


throw, could not help thinking that the expreſſions in 


this declaration went greatly beyond what he could 
really feel; and therefore condemned it in their hearts 
as a meaſure of weakneſs. Others. leſs partial to the 
King condemned it as a proof of falfchood, and ſpread 
their opinions with ſuch aſſiduity, that in a very ſhort 
time the ſuſpicions of his having an intention to with- 


draw from the kingdom was more general than ever; 


and the Royab Family were under the neceſſity of re- 
maining conſtantly within the barriers of Paris; for it 
was apparent that the ſhorteſt excurſiom might have 
occaſioned a very dangerous inſurrection. 


A perſon who had ated an important part in the 


affairs of France, in conſequence of which he was un · 


der the neceſſity of withdrawing from that country, 


had long meditated a plan for the re-eſtabliſhment of 
the King's authority, which he repreſented as the com- 
mon cauſe of Kings, and had been very active at the. 
different Courts of Europe in his endeavours to bring 
them to the ſame way of thinking. 
It was natural to expect that his arguments were as 
likely to ſucceed with the brother of the Queen of 
France as with any other potentate. He laid his plan, 
e Nele the . N who was then 


| * "The account of this trunſact ion WAS PETS" from 


one whoſe tuation enabled him to be acquainted evith 


| the cobole, and whoſe veracity may be depended upon. 


M. de Montmorin aua not ſuperſeded in his pin : 


: the month ** October, at his on AER requeſts. - 
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at Mantua whom he found diſpoſed as he could have 
wiſhed, and ſoon prevailed upon him to adopt it in 
the moſt earneſt manner. After every thing had heen 
arranged for the execution of this project, it was 
thought proper to communicate theſe particulars 
to the King himſelf, and to obtain his concurrence 
and co-operation. Count Alphonſe Durfort, a French 
gentleman of known courage and fidelity, and who 
was at that time at Mantua, was entruſted with this 
dangerous and very confidential ſervice. ' At various 
interviews with the Emperor, the whole particulars of. 
the project were communicated to the Count, who a- 
greed to ſet out directly for Paris, and, as ſoon as he 
ſhould have fulfilled his miſſion to the King, he was to 
return to the Emperor with the King's acquieſcence; 
for that was all that was required, and of it no doubt 
was entertained. The particulars of this project, con- 
iſting of twenty-one articles, were given to the Count 
in writing; but he was deſired to get them by heart, 
leſt any intelligence he might receive, or any accident. 
that might happen during the journey, ſhould render 
it neceſſary to deſtroy the paper. . 
The firſt article expreſſes the gen@al deſign, name- 
ly, the reſtoration of Lewis. | 
The ſecond announces that the ſcheme was combi- 
ned and ſupported by the Emperor, the Kings of. 
Spain and Sardinia, the Swiſs Cantons, and the Circles 
of the Empire; and aſſerts that there were afſurances. 
3 other Powers of Europe that they would not op- 
poſe. | | 
The third article is in the following words: L*Em- 
ereur fera filer 35,000 hommes ſur les: frontieres de. 
'landres et du Hainaut; a la meme epoque les troupes- 
des Cercles ſe porteront au nombre:de 14,000 hommes 
au moins ſur I'Alſace. Les Suiſſes en meme nombre. 
fe preſenteront ſur la frontiere du Lionnois et de la 
Franche Comte. Le Roi de Sardaigne entrera en Dau- 
phine avec 15,000 hommes. L*Efpagne a deja raſſem- 
ble 12,000 hommes dans la Catalogne, et portera a 
20,000 les troupes qui menaceront les provinces merts 
dionales. Tous ces differens corps . formeront une, 


7 mails 
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maſſe de 100,000: hommes, qui ſe portera*diviſee en 
cinq colonnes ſur chacune des frontieres auxquelles les 
differens Etats correſpondent. A ces armees ſe join- 
dront les regiments reſtes fideles, des volontaires ar- 
mes dont on eſt ſur, et tous les mecontents des 95 
vinces qui-n'attendent que du ſecours pour ſe deela- 
rer. | 3 

ARTICLE IV. L'Empereur eft aſſure dès bonnes dif. 
poſitions du Roi de Pruſſe, et ſa Majeſte Imperiale s' eſt 
chargee elle meme ds la correſpondance directe avec 
la Cour de Berlin, &c. - : 1 

ART1CLE V. On aura ſoin de tenir cette coalition ſe- 
crete juſqu' au moment de Fexplofion ; c'eſt pourquoi 
on fera en ſorte d'empeeher toute inſurrection partielle 
dans l' interieur TIp— | 
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ARTICLE 


* Tbe Emperor will order 45,000-men ta march to 
the frontiers of Flanders and Hainault ; at the ſame 
time the troops of the Circles, to the number of 14,000 
at leafl, bill march to Alſace, The ſame number of 

Saiſs will march: toxvards the Lionnois and Franche 
Compte. The King of Sardinia will enter into Dau- 
phine with 15,000 men. Spain has already 12,000 in 
_ Catalonia ; and will augment to 20,000 the army which 
auill threaten the ſouthern provinces of France. Thoſe 
different corps amount in all to roo, ooo; which being 
divided into five columns, avill preſs on the different 
Frontiers off France, next to the countries to which the 

columns belong... Thoſe armies will be joined by ſuch of 7 

the French regiments as have remained faithful, by 


ſome armed volunteers -auho :1129 be depended upon, as pro 
evell as all thoſe in the provinces whe are diſcontented fro. 
evith the preſent government, aubo will declare for the ih 


King as ſoon as the armies approach. 8 2 

F The Emperor is afſired of the King of Prufſia's ente 

good intentions, and bas taten upon himfelf the dircet Hon 
correſpondence avith the Court of Berlin. OE. 
| Care auill he taken to heep this coalition ſer ret ill Jem! 
the moment of explofion, for which purpeſe partial in- 

furreHions in the interior parts of the kingdom ſaould be 3h 
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ALTICLE VI. La paix de la Ruſſie et de la Turquie 


etant plus que probab/e dans le courant de Juillet, on 


n'aura pas a craindre les embarras que la guerre auroit 
pu occaſionner“ . | 


In the ſeventh article the reaſons are mentioned at 


length for believing that one hundred thouſand men 


will be more than ſufficient: the principal is, that 
theſe armies are to be conſidered as auxiltaries to the 
nobility, the troops, and the natives of France who 
will declare for the ſame cauſe as ſoon as the Combi. * 


ned Armies ſhall appear on the frontiers. 


ARTICLE VIII. Every thing to be ready by the end 
of Auguſt. A Proteſtation by all the branches of the 
Bourbon family, ſigned by the Kings of Spain and Na- 


-ples, and the Prince of Parma, will be publiſhed. A 


Manifeſto of the Emperor will appear ſoon after. 
ARTICLE IX, Quoique I'Empereur ſoit Pame et le 
chef de l'enterpriſe, il feroit peut-etre dangereux pour 
la Reine qu'il parut en etre le premier mobile, et on 
ne manqueroit pas dattribuer a la maiſon d' Autriche 
ce que l'Aſſemblee 8'efforcera de fair paroitre odieux 
au peuple. C'eſt pourquoi, et du conſentement de 
PEmpereur, on aura ſoin de faire paroitre avant tout, 
la Proteſtation de la maiſon de Bourbon, et le Mani- 


feſte de 8. M. I. venant au ſecours des Princes lezee, 


prennaut la defenſe des tetes couronnees avec de plus 


grands moyens, n'en ſera que plus impoſant 7. 


| _ ARTICLE 
* As a peace betwixt Ruſſia and Turkey will in all 
probability take place in Fuly, nothing is to be feared 
from the diſorders «which a continuation of that war 
might have occafioned. 14s | 75 
+ Although the Emperor is the ſoul and chief of the 
enterpriſe, it might be dangerous for the Pueen that he 
ſhould appear to be the jirft mover of it ; for whatever 
is moſt odious in the eyes of t he people, or what the AV. 
ſembly can make appear fb, auill be imputed to the Houſe 
of Auftria. For this reaſon, with the Emperor's con- 
ſent, the Hroteſtation in'the name of the Houſe of Bour= 
bon auill appear in the fir place; and then his Imperial 
Majefty*'s-Manifefto in favour of the injured Princes, and 


have ſeen it; and only wait until it ſhall be figned by 


deſign. 
been always kept up with various Members of the 


+ that RR eclat will be given to this Court. 


er efficacy. 
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AzTiCLEs x. & XI. entirely regard the Proteſtas | 
tion intended to be publiſhed in the name of tbe 
Bourbon family. The King and Queen of Naples 


the King of Spain, before they ſign it. 

ARTICLE XII. The King of Sardinia is in the beſt 
:difpoſition ; his troops are ready, and he only waits 
the ſignal from the Emperor. 

As ricrE XIII. The Diet of Ratiſbon has: not yet 
taken final reſolutions. . 

ARTICLE XIV. The return of certain perſons ſent 
to other Courts is expected, and the beſt hopes of 
their co-operatian, or at leaſt of their neutrality, 1 is 
entertained. | 

ARTICLE XV, Beer thing being thus arranged, ; 
the King and Queen are entreated not to allow this 
-plan to be diſturbed by any new ideas, and that they ( 

R 
f 


will be very careful to whom they communicate any 
Part of the ſcheme. 


ARTICLE XVI. The King and Queen a are warned I: 
to place no confidence in M. la Fayette, and alſo nat MW 1 
entirely to truſt M. de Montmorin. Mention is made e. 
of the King's Declaration to Foreign Courts by his 
Ambaſſadors; that it had ſhocked many, but had not 
impoſed on any perſon of diſeernment with regard to 5 
the King's real ſentiments. - 
ARTICLE XVII. relates to 3 mancœuvres 
intended to miſlead peoples conjectures as to the rcal 


ARTICLE XVIII. declares that a correſpondence has 


French Parliaments diſperſed in different parts of Eu- 
rope, who are to unite in the firſt conſiderable town 
of France that ſhall be in the power of the Coalition; 
and there to compoſe a Parliament, to eſtabliſh forms, 
to pronounce the nullity of the Decrees of the Na- 
tional Aſſembly, to judge and condemn criminals, and 


ARTICLE 


5 x 
in defence of all crowned beads, will appear wth great 
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ARTICLE XIX. Quoique l'on ait deſire juſqu”a pre- 
'fent que leurs Majeſtes puiffent elles-memes ſe procu- 
rer leur liberte, la ſituation preſente engage a les ſup- 
plier tres-inſtamment de n'y plus ſonger : leur poſition 
eſt bein differente de ce qu'elle etoit avant le 18 Avril, 
avant que le Rot eut ete force U'aller a PAſſemblee, et 
d'ecrire la lettre aux Ambaſſadeurs. L' unique objet 


F 


dont leurs Majeſtes doivent 8'occuper eſt de ne rien 


negliger de ce qui peut difcrediter PAfſemblee, et 
d' employer tous les moyens poſſibles a augmenter leur 
popularite, pour en tirer parti quand le moment fera 
venu, et de maniere que le peuple effraye a Pentree 
des armees etrangeres en France ne voye ſon ſalut que 
dans fa ſoumiſſion a l'autorite de S. M. Telle eft Po- 
pinion de l' Empereur; il attache uniquement a ce plan 
de conduite le ſucces des meſures qu'il a adoptees, et 
il demande inſtamment qu'on eloigne toute autre idee. 
Ce qui arriveroit a leurs Majeſtes fi dans leur faite elles 
ne pouvoient echapper a une ſurveillance barbare le 
fait fremir d'horreur. S. M. I. croit que la ſauvegarde 
ja plus ſure pour leurs Majeſtes eſt une armee de 
130, o hommes precedee par des Manifeſtes mena- 
eans “. 5 5 We 
V e Tr.” ARTICLE 

* Although until this period it was to be abiſted that 
their Majeſties had been able to procure their liberty, yet 
in the preſent junfure they are entreated not tothink of 
making any attempt for that purpoſe. Their ſituation is 
very arfferent from what it was before the 18th of A. 
pril, before the King was forced to go to the National 
Hſjembly, and aurite the letter to the Ambaſſadors. 

The principal object which their Maje/ties ought to at- 
tend to, is to neglect nothing which may bring diſeredit 
upon the Aſſembly, and employ every means of augment- 
irg their own popularity; for which great benefit may 
be derived hereafter, avhen the people, terrified at the 
entrance of foreign troops into France, may ſee no ſafety 
but in ſubmiſſion to his Majeſty's authority. _ Na 

This is the Emperor's opinion; and he reſts all hopes 
of the ſucceſs of his meaſures on this plan of conduct᷑ be- 
ing adhered to. He earneſtly entreats every ether idea 
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Axricrg XX. relates to the Duc de Polifnac, Who 
was to carry on a correſpondence with a perſon in the 


- confidence of the Emperor. 


ARTICLE'XXI1I, recommends full confidence i in the 


Count Alphonſe Durfort. 

From the reception which the Pruſſian army met 
with when they attempted to penetrate into France 
the following year, many will imagine that this ſcheme 
of the Emperor would have had no better ſucceſs, had 
it been fairly tried; and poſſibly their conjecture is 
juſt. At the ſame time it muſt be acknowledged that 
there was more reaſon to expect ſucceſs at the firſt pe- 
riod than at the ſecond. The frontier towns were 


then more out of repair, worſe provided in military 


ſtores, and more weakly garriſoned. The calumnies 
againſt the King had not made-ſuch impreſſion on the 
minds of the people. Republican principles were not 
ſo widely diffuſed. The King had not fled from the 
capital, and undergone all thoſe mortifications to which 
he was expoſed after being ſtopped at Varennes, and 
during his return to Paris; circumſtagces which tend- 
ed to lower him in the eyes of the populace more than 
all that had happened before. 


But what would have been the effect of this ceaiet, | 


had the King completely adopted it, and adhered to 
the injunctions expręſſed in the articles communicated 


to him by the Count Durfort, cannot be known; for 


the unhappy Prince, being in dread of the utmoſt vio- 
lence from the increafing rancour of his enemies, at 
laſt liſtened to a propoſal made to him by M. de Bou- 
ille, who commanded the troops on the frontiers, to 
attempt to eſcape with his family out of the kingdom; 
cox at leaſt to Montmedi, a garriſoned town on the 
frontiers of France, adjoining to the Duchy of Lux- 
embourg. This plan had been long in preparation, 
and it is probable was known to the Emperor, To 

the 
nay be given up. The dreadful conſequences to their 
Majęſties, which might follba an unſucce/ifl attempt 
to eſcape, cannot be thought of without horror. The 
Emperor thinks that their Majeſties beſt ſecurity is in an 
WW, arm ef. 130, oo men, Nn by threatening Manifeſtoes- 
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the earneſt manner in which the King is deſired to a- 
bandon it in the nineteenth of the articles above enu- 
merated; and there is reaſon to think that he did not- 
agree to this propoſed flight, until to the dread of vio- 
lence to his family and perſon a new indueement oc- 
curred. 

Beſide the perſon above alluded to, there was ano- 
ther ex- miniſter of France who had alſo been obliged 
to fly the country. He was ſuppoſed to have enjoyed 
much of the Gueen's confidence; notwithſtanding 
which, and his former emment fit uation, the ſcheme 
adopted by the Emperor for the re-eftabliſhment of 

the King's authority had been carefully concealed from 
him; but in ſpite of all the care he came to the know- 
ledge of it, and actually procured a copy of the ar- 
ticles given to Count Durfort. His former eminent 
fituation in France, and the Queen“ s confidence, which” 
he ſtill enjoyed, gave him a juſt claim, as it was moſt” 
natural for him to think, to be conſulted in whatever 
regarded the King's reſtoration 3 and the deſign of ex- 
cluding him from any part in a meaſure of ſo much 
importance, could not fail to exaſperate him againſt” 
the perſon whom he thought the cauſe of this exclu- 
Hon. Whether he was at all actuated by reſentment, 


4 

or entirely from a perſuaſion that M. de Bouille's plan 
| was preferable, he knows heſt; but it is believed that 
b he found means to prepoſſeſs the Queen ſo ſtrongly in 
8 favour of the plan propoſed by M. de Bouille, that ſhe 
- prevailed on the King to perſevere in it, and to reject 
4 the other when it was afterwards communicated to 
0 him by the Count Durfort. 

5 There is one conſideration which ſeems not to have 
e occurred to thoſe Miniſters; namely, that in adopting 
A either of their plans the King would be confidered as 
y baving broken the oath he had taken to continue faith- 
N ful to the Conſtitution ;. and that, after the Declara- 
e tion made by his Ambaſſadors at foreign Courts, an- 
r nounced by his Miniſter in the Aſſembly, this conduct 
t would appear deceitful in the e degree to the 
8 Nation. | 

* . That 
J. ; | ; * a | 
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That thoſe two Miniſters were ſincere in their wiſlics. 
for the reſtoration of the King's authority: will not be 


diſputed. The point on which. they. differed was, 
which of them ſhould have the honour of domg it. 
But as this was a point of no manner of importance to 


their royal maſter, provided it was done at all, ſome 


5 


people blame the one for concealing from the other 
the plan agreed to by the Emperor for that purpofe ; 


and different people blame that other. for counteracting 


it by the advice he ſent to the Queen. And thus it is 
infinuated that thoſe. two Miniſters were influenced by 


jealouſy and ſelifſh motives, inſtead of ſacrificing all 
conſiderations to the great object of ſerving-the King. 


Tins conſtruction ſeems too ſevere 3 but whether: it be 
lo ar not, no inference. can be drawn to the difadvan- 


tage of an exiſting Miniſter in any country of Europe: 
for, even if it could be proved that the two Miniſters 


in- queſtion were influenced by motives of Intereſt or 
ambition, more than by regard for their Sovereign, it 
ought to be remembered that they were both out of 
place; and nothing is more different than the ſenti- 
ments of Miniſters out of place from thoſe of Minikers 
who are in. 

"In conſequence of the plan formed by M. de Bouille 
for the eſcape of the Royal Family, the King and 
Queen, without: any attendant, came en the fith of 


Jane to the apartment of Madame de Rochereuil, a 


lady in the Queen's ſervice; and, after examining the 
rooms and their communications minutely, informed 


her that they were needed for another perſon, This. 


apartment communicated by. a gallery with the 


Jucen's, 
On the 15th, as M. Dowoubir, who had formerly 


1 belonged to the Garde-du-Corps, was walking . 


in the Garden of the Tuilcries, a perſon whom he did 
not know accoſted him, and deſired that he would 
follow him into the palace. Dumouſtier was directly 
conducted to the King, to whom he had never before 


had the honour of ſpeaking. lis. Majefty deſired that 
he might order for himfelf, and for Meſſrs Maldent 


and Valroy, two of his 01d companions, three couri- 


er's 
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er's jackets of a yellow colour ; and that he ſhould 
walk the ſame evening on the quay of the Pont Royal, 
where he would be joined by a perſon who would give 
him farther inſtructions. | 
All theſe directions were carefully attended to; and, | 
in conſequence of the inſtructions given to Dumouſtier 
by the unknown perſon at the quay, Valroy went on 
the 20th to Bondy to order horſes and wait there for 
the King, Dumouſtier was at the Porte Saint Martin 
with a coach and four. A coach with only two horſes 
arrived about eleven in the Cour des Princes. M. Mal- 
dent entered the palace privately at nine in the even- 
ing, and was conducted into a ſmall chamber, where 
he remained until near twelve. Nothing extraordinary 
was obſerved in the appearance or conduct of any of 
the Royal Family. They retired at their uſual hour; 
and the uſual orders were given for the following day. 
The Queen then gave orders that the Prince and 
Princeſs Royal ſhould be dreſſed, and conducted te a 
room where ſhe herfelf was with the King and the 
Princeſs Elizabeth. There were befides two unknown 
5 men, one of whom immediately was directed to con- 
duct the two female attendants on the Prince and Prin 


: cels Royal, to a chaiſe which was found waiting for 
1 them on the Quai Voltaire. Having placed them in 
f the carriage, their conductor withdrew ; and the ladies 
a were driven to Claye, Phe other unknown perſon * 
e accompanied the Prince and Princeſs Royal and Ma- 
d dame de Tourzel by the apartment of Madame de Ro- 
18 chereuil into the Cour des Princes; where having en- 
£ tered the coach with two horſes, they were driven to 
the Carouſel, and ſoon joined by the Queen and the 
y Princeſs Elizabeth who came together without any at- 
1 tendant, and were helped into the carriage by the 
id coachman. The King came laſt, attended by M. Mal- 
Id dent who mounted behind the coach, which was im- 
ly mediately driven to the Porte Saint Martin; and ha- 
re ving exchanged it for the carriage with four horſes 
at which awaited them under the care of M. Dumouſtier, 


nt they were all driven to Bbndy, where M. Valroy had 


ri- vorſes in readineſs. The chaiſe with the two ladies 
6 | S: 4. | _ Joined - 
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joined them on the road. Although they came out 


the carriage at ſome. of the poſt-houſes, and the King 


converſed familiarly and with apparent eaſe with ſeve- 
ral perſons he met there, they were not once ſuſpee- 
ted to be other than the characters they aſſumed, un- 
til they arrived at St Menehould, about 150 miles from 
Paris -a town. ſince diſtinguiſhed by the memorable 
ſtand made by the French under the command of Du- 
mourier. | | 3 : 
Monſieur the King's brother and his-conſort were 
comprehended in M. de Bouille's plan. They left the 
palace of Luxembourg about the ſame time that the 


© King and Queen left.the. Tuileries ; but it was -agreee 
for various reaſons that they ſhould take. a different 


road; and accordingly directing. their courſe by-Flan- 


ders, they arrived ſafely at Mons. 


_ The King and Queen were not ſo fortunate, though 
at this place they may naturally be ſuppoſed to have 
thought all their own danger over, to have been ſolici- 
tous only. about that of Monſieur and Madame, and 
wiſhing. them the ſame good fortune with themſelves. 
Drouet, the poſt-maſter at St Menehould, had never 
ſeen either the King or Queen; but he had ſeen a pcr- 
trait of her Majeſty, and was ſtruck with tbe reſem- 
blance of that portrait to his gueft, the pretended 
Baroneſs Kroff, which was the name the Queen ha 
aſſumed. This, however, might have paſſed without 
making much impreſſion, had not he recolle&ed that 


two detachments, the one of huſſars, and the other of 


dragoons, had arrived the ſame day at St Menchould. 
The former had already left the town ; the latter were 
ſtill in it. While he was ruminating on this circum—- 
ſtance, which he thought a little extraordinary, he ob- 


ſer ved the officer who commanded the dragoons ſpear: 


ing to one of. the couriers in a manner ſomewhat myl- 
terious, while the other couriers, having paid the for- 
mer poſtilions too liberally, were impatiently puſhing 


the new ones to make haſte. Theſe . obſervations re- 


vived the ſuſpicions Which the ſight of the Queen had 
raiſed in the mind of Drouet; but ſtill they did not 
form a. preſumꝑtion ſtrong enough to juſtify him 
22 | „ | ſtopping 
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ſtopping the carriages, which were allowed to proceed. 
But ſoon after their departure, when Drouet perceived 
that the dragoons were preparing to follow them, his 
ſuſpicions amounting in his mind to a certainty, with. 
out farther heſitation he called To. arms! aſſerting 
that it certainly was the Royal Family that had juſt 


le paſſed ; that it was the duty of good citizens to pre- 
15 vent their going out of the kingdom ; and he inſtigated 
all around to hinder the dragoons from following the 
re. carriages, Drouet was believed in his aſſertions; and, 
ne what ſeems a little unaccountable, his directions were 
he literally followed; The whole detachment of dragoons 
ed remained paſſive, inſtead of filencing Drouet, and 
nt riding after the King, as might have been expected. 
in- Drouet, with a perſon of, the name of Guillaume, ſet 
out on horſeback with all expedition to Clermont, and 
2h was there informed, -that inſtead of going to Metz, as - 
we the couriers who attended the carriages had given out, 
ici- they had taken the road to Varennes, on which be and 
ind his companion by a croſs road, impracticable to car- 
res. riages, went to that place, and arrived at the inn of 
ver the Bras d'Or ſome minutes before the King. 
r- They informed Le Blanc, the inn- kee per, that two 
em- carriages were on the point of arriving with the King 


ded and Royal Family, who were ſecretly withdrawing 
had from the kingdom; that it was every-body's duty to 
out ſtop them; and there was not a moment to be loſt. 
that Le. Blanc immediately ran with this intelligence to the 
x of Procureur Syndic, who acted as Chief Magiſtrate in the 
uld, abſcnce of the Mayor, who being a member of the 
vere Wl National Aſſembly was then at Paris. The Procurer 
um- ſent his ſervants to rouſe all the Municipal Officers, 
ob- the National Guards belonging to the town; and the 
cak- inhabitants in general. Drouet and Guillaume dragged 
myſ- a loaded waggon which they perceived in the ſtreet, _ 
 for- ¶ and overſet it acroſs the bridge, to obſtruct the paſſage 
hing WM of the carriages in caſe they attempted to proceed by 
s re-: force through the town. Le Blanc with his brother 
had returned to the inn, armed themſelves; and with a few 
d not MW followers met the carriages, and ordered them to ſtop. .. 
m in The. poſtillions were continuing to proceed. They - 


* 
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were threatened to be fired upon. We are all good 
patriots,”” cried the couriers, © provided with re- 


gular paſſports for Frankfort.“ © Patriotes au non,” 


replied Le Blanc, “pied à terra.“ The Procureur 
Syndic then approached- the carriage which was 
drawn by fix horſes, followed by three ſervants on 


| horſeback, the three couriers in yellow jackets be- 


ing on the coach box. He was: preſented with a 
paſfport for the Baroneſs Kroff, her family and at- 
tendants, going to Frankfort. It was figned Louis, 
and beneath Montmorin. The Magiſtrate, without 
diſcovering that he had any faſpicion of the perſons, 
alleged that it was too late to examine the paſſport, it 


being then midnight; that the roads were very bad, 


and that it would be dangerous in many reſpects for 
them to attempt to go on before day-break; and be 
offered to accommodate the whole company in his own 
houſe until then. This offer was accepted, partly 
from a dread of the conſequence oi attempting. to pro- 
ceed by force, and partly from an expectation that the 
arrival of troops would oblige the magiſtrates to ſub- 
mit in their turn. . 
Soon after a party of huſſars, commanded by an 
aide-de- camp of M. de Bouille, arrived. They drew 


up before the Procureur's honſe. This magiſtrate, 


not being as yet abſolutely certain thatſhis gueſts were 
in reality the Royal Family, went to the houſe of M, 
de Lon, a judge, who had feen the King, and begged 
that he would accompany-him back to aſcertain the 
point, which the Judge agreed to. On his return the 
Procureur, addreſſing the officer who commanded the 
huſſars, ſaid, that there was reaſon to think it was 
the King whom they had ſtopped, it was hoped that 
he and his men were too good citizens not to lend 
their aid to prevent his withdrawing out of the king- 
dom.“ | | | 

The Procurevr then aſcended with M. de Lon into 


the chamber where the Reval Family were; the inſtant” 


that De Lon threw his eyes on the King, he fignified 
by an expreſſive look to the Magiſtrate that it was un- 
queſtionably he. 7% — 
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The unhappy Prince, having obſerved this; thought 
that all farther diſſimulation would be vain ; turning 
therefore with great emotion to the Procureur, he 


r ſaid ““ Oni, je ſuis votre Roi. Place dans la 
8 capitale au milieu des poignards et des bayonnettesy 
1 je viens chercher en province, au milieu de mes 
» fideles ſujets, la liberte et la paix dont vous jouiſſeæ 
1 tons. Je ne puis plus reſter a Paris fans y mourir, ma 
S famille et moi “““ | | J 
„ He concluded this affecting addreſs by conjuring 
it the Magiſtrate and thofe around to aſſiſt him in making 


his eſcape. The Procureur replied, that he had ſworn 
it to be faithful to the Nation, the Law, aud his Majeſty; 
d, and that in his own opinion he ſhould betray all three 
r by doing what was required. He begged therefore that 
* the King would give over thoughts of proceeding far» 
n ther, and would conſent to return to the capitak. 
ly The Queen, ſhocked with the idea of being dragged” 
o- back to Paris, taking the Dauphin in her arms, in the 
ne moſt pathetic terms conjured the Magiſtrate, and all: 
b- Vvbo heard her, to ſave the lives of their King and bis 
children by aſſiſting them to eſcape; for that miſery 
an and ruin awaited them at the capital. 5 
W But the Procureur and others continuing to urge 
te, N the neceſſity of their returning, the King declared 
re that he had no defign to withdraw from the king: 
M. dom; that his intention was to go no farther than to 
ca Montmedi; that the national guards might accompany: 
he bim; and that he had a right by the Conſtitution to 
the travel within the kingdom without controul.““ They 
the Wilewed him the decree by which he was obliged never 
vas b go to a greater diſtance than twenty leagues from | 
hat the National Aſſembly. The officer who commanded _ 1 


end che national guards abſerving that the huſſars were 9 
ng- Nadered to perform ſome evolutions, ſuſpected there | ; 

was an intention of ſeizing the cannon which pointed : 
nto b 1 1 pw; ! 
.ant* * Yes, I am your King. Being ſurrounded in the {: 
fied Nb by daggers and bayonets, I come to my faithful 43 
un- e, of this province in ſearch of that liberty and | : 


ofety which you all enjoy. My family and I were. in 
Ez:mual danger of being murdered at. Paris, 9 
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their officer was carried into a houſe on account of his 


guards might be appointed to command them. In 


of the national gendarmerie ſuddenly arrived; he aid 


- univerſal uneaſineſs which his withdrawing had” occ! 


n | ; 1 
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N = 
on the Procureur's houſe. He therefore made them 1 
be moved to the extremities of the ſtreet, and guarded Ml ' 
by ſtrong parties of his men; by which manceuvre the 
huffars were placed between two batteries. The Wl © 
officer who commanded the huſſars attempting to ll 
move his detachment out of this ſitnation, it was tl 

imagined that he intended to go in ſearch of other WWF” 
troops of cavalry, which were ſuppoſed to be on the W'® 

road, and then to return in greater force. On this . 
ſuſpicion the major of the national guard refuſed to let ha 
them paſs. Their commanding officer ſtruck at the th 
major with his ſabre; the other avoided the ſtroke, << 
fired his piſtol, and wounded the -dragoon officer, 110 

This combat took place in fight of the whole party of 2 


huſſars, who remained paſſive ſpectators; and when 
wound, they demanded that an officer of the national 
whatever intention theſe huſſars had come to Varennes, 


it is evident from their conduct that they were at this 
period more-inclined to join the citizens than to obey 


their offieer; they had probably been —— over by L 
the national guards immediately after they entered the | 2 


town. 

During theſe tranſactions, the Procureur, the Judge, 
and the municipal officers were endeavouring to per 
ſuade the King to return t6 the capital; to which boti 
he and the Queen expreſſed the greateſt averfion. Ore 


he had eſcaped a thouſand chances of being ſtopped 
for that many parties of cavalry patrolled the roads 
near the town, and that the ſon of General de Bouilt 
was at no great diſtance with a body of troops. 800 
after an aide de camp of M. La Fayette arrived. 

brought orders from the National Aſſembly, which be arch 
preſented to the King. He repreſented to him thay © 


fioned at the capital, and the danger of his removing 
fo near the frontiers. The King repeated his forme 
aſſertions, that he never intended to go out of France 
es that his plan was to go no further than em | 

| 8 | e the! 


9 


there he would be out of the power of a ſet of men 
who miſled the populace of Paris, who overawed the 
National Aſſembly, and ſeemed bent on his ruin, that 
of the monarchy, and of the French nation. That 
when he and his family ſhould be ſafe at Montmedi, 
the people of France would have it in their power to 
manifeſt their real inclination with regard to him, and 


Paris, who, by having their King and his family in their 
hands, expected to enſlave them and tyrannize over 
the whole kingdom.“ And he again inſiſted on pro- 
ceeding on his journey, inviting the Procureur and na- 
tional guards to accompany him. 'The anſwer to all 
this was a repetition of the former entreaties that his 
Majeſty would return to Paris. M. Mangin, a ſurgeon, 


back, had with wonderful zeal and activity rode a- 


ance of the magiſtrates; and, as the morning was now 
bey beginning to break, they brought accounts of parties 
ih cavalry that had been ſeen in the neighbourhood. 
Thoſe accounts were ſoon after verified by an attempt 
made by one party to enter the town, who were re- 
pulſed by the national guards. It was now thought 
angerous to retain the Royal Family any longer ſo 


bother the frontiers ; and inſtead of the entreaties which 
Ore been hitherto uſed to induce the King to return 
„fade the capital, a ſteady declaration, was made to him 
5 e; the abſolute neceſſity of his complying with that 


deaſure. | 
The Royal Family were obliged to ſet oat, guarded 
fa numerous band of national guards, and accom- 
anied by the municipal officers of Varennes. The 
arch was hardly commenced when a conſiderable 
dy of troops, particularly a detachment of the regi- 
nt of Royal Allemand were ſeen on a height at no 
eat diſtance; they ſeemed to meditate an attack; on 
bg the fteady countenance of the eſcort they 
led. | 1 | 
| ah 


i 
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alſo with regard to theſe leaders of the populace of 


with twelve or fourteen of the inhabitants on horſe- 


11 {041d all the villages near Varennes propagating the 
news, and animating the people to haſten to the aſſiſt- 


a3 HFS TORT OF FHE- 
| na a | 
A party of huſſars, however, commanded by the 
fon of General Bouille, attempted to paſs a river, with 
ok, to have intercepted the national guards, or to 
haraſs and retard them in their march, until ſuch time 
as all the detachments of cavalry which were on the 
road joining, they might be able to reſcue the King; 
but in this attempt he failed, 
It will be thought the movements of fo many troops 
might have created ſuſpicion that ſome extraordinary 
project was carrying on ; but M. de Bouille had pre- 
_eluded any ſurpriſe on that account, by a public de- 
claration ſome time before, that the circumſtances of 
the times rendered an encampment near Montmedi 
highly expedient. He had gone himfelf on the 18th of 
June, and with ſeveral officers had reconnoitred the 
ground on which the camp was to be pitched, and had 
given orders for a great quantity-of bread to be baked 
and in readineſs for the troops. He had reviewed the 
regiment of Royal Allemand at Stenay, and been very 
liberal in his praiſes both of officers and men; and, on 
the pretext of a valuable treaſure being to paſs that 
way, he ordered detachments of dragoons and huſſars | 
to patrol from the firſt poſt, after paſſing Chalons on th 
the road from Paris, all the way to Montmedi. _ Thoie ll NM 


_— 
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daietachments were all commanded by choſen and confi-M fe: 


dential officers, who were authoriſed to inform the tre 
troops under their command that it was the King they an 
were protecting, at any time when they ſhould thin ex- 
ſach information neceſſary, Their orders alſo were leg 
that, when they had feen the Royal carriages pals 
each detachment was at a proper diſtance to follow, 
and cover their eſcape all the way to Montmedi, where 
the whole were to rendezvous, and join the troops 
which would be found there. So that the plan ſeemi 
to hade been contrived with judgment, and execute 
with addreſs, until the eil of the Royal Family a 
St Menehould and Varennes. It is thought that Droue 
might have been ſeized by the dragoons at St Mene 
hould, and prevented from raifing the country; th: 
the huflars at Varennes might have cleared the wa 
for the carriages, and enabled them to proceed bell 


Ss 


Ly 
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the National Guards were aſſembled in force. Tt is 
Taid that the officer who commanded them propoſed 
this, but was prevented by the King. It is alſo be- 
lieved by ſome, that if all the detachments on the 
road had joined that of the Royal Allemand which 
appeared in the heights between Varennes and Cler- 
mont, and had made a briſk attack on the National 
| Guards, they might even then have reſcued the Royal 

Family, and conducted them to Montmendi. A dread 
of endangering the lives of the King and Queen, it is 
probable, prevented any of thoſe attempts from being 
made. | ; 1 
The neceflity of completing the fabric of the con- 
ſtitution became now more than ever apparent, and 
the aſſembly laboured inceſſantly on the municipal 
code and the organization of the army. In the mean 
time every precaution was taken to preſerve the peace 
of the kingdom; and a decree was paſſed, the ſub- 
ſtance of which was, that ſuch of the emigrants as did 
not return within two months ſhould be ſubject to 
triple taxes for the year 1791. ; 
The flight of the king ſeemed indeed the ſignal for 
the emigrants to commence their hoſtile proceedings, 
M. Cazales and ſome others of the ariſtocratic party 
ſent in their reſignations to the national aſſembly ; * 
troops were levied on the frontiers in the king's name, 
and many of the former officers of the royal regiments 
exerted themſelves to ſeduce the ſoldiers from the al- 
legiance by promiſes of advancement and high re- 
wards: their attempts, however, were in general with- 
out ſucceſs; a circumſtance which has not been ad- 
verted to by thoſe who ſuppoſe the attachment of the 
French ſoldiery to the revolution to have been entirely 
venal. As theſe levies were made in the name of the 
king, he thought it proper formally to diſavow them, 
which he did in a letter to the national aſſembly dated 
the 7th of July. e 

The return of the king ey) ene to make little alte- 
Tation in the defigns of the ſovereigns who were con- 
federated againſt France. Spain,. indeed, whoſe po- 
litical intereſts were more diametrically oppoſite to a 

Vor. II. 5 rupture 
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od. In oppoſition to the violent repu 
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rupture with France, renewed on the occaſion its pro. 


feſſions of amity. The other courts kept ſtill at a diſ- 


tance, and the German frontier was crowded with 
troops, and every where engaged. in military prepara- 
tions. He muſt know little indeed of public affairs, 
vho can ſuppoſe that ſuch a circumftance could make 
any alteration in the intentions of the combined 
courts. The politics of deſpots are always ſelfiſn; in- 
creaſe of territory is ſtill their favourite purſuit. It 
would be weak to' ſuppoſe that compaſſion for the 
emigrants, ſympathy for-the king, or even zeal for the 
maintainance of royal authority, would be motives 
ſtrong enough to engage them in the expences and dif- 
ficulties of war. A ſtronger incitement muſt be ſup- 
poſed ; and that could be no other than the diſmem- 
berment of France, connected moſt probably with the 
deſtruction and annihilation of the petty ſtates of Ger- 
many. Victorious, Auſtria and Pruſſia may be enrich- 


ed with the fpoils of Franee; and even diſappointed in 


that object, as the ſmaller ſtates of Germany will ulti- 
mately perhaps be the chief theatre of war, excuſes 
may be found for placing them under the protection 
of more powerful empires, -and for aggrandizing thefe 


at the expence of their weak and indigent neighbours. 


France, however, ſtill continued in too united a 


* ſtate to warrant any immediate enterpriſe againſt her. 
. Addreſſes breathing the ſtrongeſt profeſſions: of loyalty 


and attachment to the conſtitution poured in from 
every quarter. Foreigners reſident in France ſeemed 


ſolicitous of the honour of being claſſed among her ci- 
tizens. The conduct of the aſſembly was not unwor- 


thy of the confidence which the nation feemed to place 
in its virtue and patriotiſm. Calmneſs, dignity and 
moderation characterized its proceedings at this peri- 

pr the le- 
giſlature tenaciouſly adhered to its conſtitutional de- 
cree concerning the inviolability of the king's perſon. 
Even the emigrants were treated with a degree of in- 
dulgence: the prince de Conde himſelf, though pro- 


feſſedly in a ſtate of war with his country, did not ex- 
Herience either baſte or ſeyerity from the — 
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. M. Duveyrier was ſent as envoy to him and the other 
4 princes, . to ſolicit their return to the enjoyment of 
b happineſs and ſecurity in the boſom of their country; 
* but this ambaſſador of peace was impriſoned, and in- 
5 ſulted in the moſt bai barous manner. | | 

& The unanimity which prevailed throughout France, 
d from the ttme of the king's return till his acceptauce 
* of the conſtitution, was however interrupted by a ſhort 
t but diſgraceful riot at Paris. Several efforts had been 
e made by ill-diſpoſed perſons, ſuppoſed to be in the 
e pay of the emigrants, or of the hoſtile princes, to diſ- 
0 turb the public tranquillity, by circulating- liſts of 
- members of the aſſembly who were reported to be 
* bribed to betray their truſt, and other inſidious ma- 
"= nœuvres. Theſe efforts however all proved abortive 
e till the morning of the. 17th of July, when the magi- 
r- ſtrates were alarmed by the report that a large body 
N- of ſeditious perſons were about to aſſemble in the 
nn Champ de Mars, the profe ſſed object of whom was to 
by petition againſt the re- eſtabliſhment of the king, a mea- 
es ſare which the Jacobin club had been very active to 
MN promote. Two of the. magiſtrates were ſent to the 
fe ſuburb of St Antoine, where they had the ſatisfaction - 
8. to find that every thing was quiet. At eleven o'clock, 
a however, two unfortunate perſons, who had ſecreted 
r. themſelves under tire altar of the-confederation, wer 
ty murdered by the mob, on the unfounded ſuſpicion ' 
m that they had Mtended to blow it up with gunpowde 

ed Three municipal officers were therefore Niſoatched, 
* at the head of a battallion of national guards, to ſeize. 
If the murderers and diſperſe the inſurgents. The mob 
Fe attacked the national guard, and one man had the au- 
nd dacity to fire on M. la Fayette himſelf. The man 
II- was ſeized; but M. la Fayette, with a falſe generoſity, 
le- permitted him to eſcape. The red flag was now dif- 
le- played, and martial law proclaimed. The national 
JN guard was at length obliged to fire upon the people, 
in- who did not diſperſe till about twelve were killed, and 
50 fifty or ſixty wounded. It was aſſerted, with what 
K* truth it is difficult to ſay, that foreign emiſſaries were 
* : Da diſcovered 
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diſcovered among the, populace diſtributing money, 


1 


and exciting them to rebellion. _ 
The period now approached, when the conſtituent 


aſſembly were to terminate their labours. A commit- 


tee had been for ſome time employed in compiling and 
digeſting into a code the conſtitutional deerees, and 
on the 4th of Auguſt it was read to the aſſembly by 
M. Thouret, and debated article by article on the fol- 
lowing days* On the :d of September it was preſent- 


ed to the king. He fignified his acceptange of it in 


writing on the 13th; and the following day he appear- 
ed at the aſſembly, introduced-by a deputation of ſix- 
ty members, and ſolemnly conſecrated the aſſent which 


he had already given, and concluded with an oath © to 
be faithful to the nation and to the law, and to employ 
the powers veſted in him for the maintenance of the 


. conſtitution, and the due execution of the law.“ 
While the conſtitutional act was in agitation an ad- 
ditional decree was paſſed, importing that no branch 


of the royal family could exerciſe any employment in 
the gift of the people; and on the zoth of September 
the conſtituent national aſſembly terminated an unin- 


terrupted ſeſſion of two years and four months, and 


In treating of the different acts of the aſſembly, we 
have freely critieiſed ſuch parts of the new conſtitution 


as appeared liable to objection. One general error 
muſt appear on the peruſal of it to mt readers; and 


that is, the extreme weakneſs of the executive power. 
Unleſs the agents of: government are protected and” 


ſupported in the execution of their ſeveral duties, their 
operations mult neceſſarily be timid, feeble, and inef- 
fective. Perhaps the impeachment of miniſters, which 
is a moſt ſolemn, a moſt important, and alſo a, moſt 
dangerous branch of legiſlative authority, unleſs exerci- 
fed with great diſcretion, ought to be ſubjected to ſuch 
formalities as might render it difficult upon frivolous. 
pretences. Perhaps the concurrence of a certain por- 
tion of the legiſlative body ought to be required before 
an impeachment could be brought forward or moved 


for; fince it appears that, if a-pcpular harangue from 


a. ſingle 
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a ſingle demagogue is ſufficient to diſplace a miniſter, 


and even ſubject him to a criminal proſecution, theſe 


offices will never be executed by men of ſpirit and 


character. 


Befides thoſe errors of legiſlation which we have 
noted, the leaders of the revolution were guilty of 


ſome others. Before the conſtituent aſſembly diffolved 
itſelf, meaſures ought to have been taken for aſſembling 
the new legiſlature in. fome place where its delibera- 


tions would have been more free and independent than 


they could be in the factious metropolis ; and they 
ſhould have corrected the error into which their own 


vanity betrayed them of admitting a numerous and in- 
ſolent audience to ſeat themſelves in the galleries, as 


judges of the debate, which they frequently diſturbed 


by their inſolent teſtimonies of applauſe or diſap - 


probation. | | 5 
Another ſerious misfortune to France was the in- 
fluence acquired by the popular ſocieties. The Jaco- 


bin club originated from a ſmall and ſecret aſſociation 
of about forty gentlemen and men of letters, who uni- 
ted themſelves, long before the meeting of the ſtates-ge- - 


neral, for the purpoſe of deſſeminating political know- 


ledge among the maſs of the people. It was afterwards 


melted: into the Breton club, at Verſailles, : during the 


firſt ſeſſions of the national aſſembly ;' and the fociety = 


becoming numerous on the removal of the king and aſ- 


ſembly to Paris, it obtained poſſeſſion of the chapel of 
the Jacobins on the diſſolution of the monaſtic orders. 


The popularity which it acquired ſoon rendered it ex- 


ceedingly numerous, and this cireumſtance pointed it 


out as a proper engine to work upon the paſſions of 


the multitude. From a very early period of its inſti. - 


tution, one principal object was to diſcuſs ſuch politi- 


cal queſtions as were likely to-be-agitated- in the na- 


tional aſſembly, in order that the members might act 
in concert, according to the deciſions of the majority. 


This plan was reduced to a ſyſtem, when the club be- 


came numerous, and a regular preſident and ſecreta-: 
ries were choſen, and it became a national aſſembly in 
miniature. Beſides the members, an immenſe multi. 
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tude of auditors were admitted into the galleries, who a 
applauded or condemned the ſpeakers as paſſion or ca- te 
prez dictated. Here the moſt inflammatory declama- er 


tions were heard with the moſt clamorous teſtimonies 


in 
of approbation, and every propoſition in the leaſt in- to 
clinirg to moderation cf ſentiment or wiſdom in poli- ſoy 
' tical conduct was reprobated and condemned. In few. be 
words, it became ultimately the mere vehicle of fac- ber 
tion, where, as is uſually the caſe in ſuch inſtances, the 
the worſt men and the worſt meaiures were common- ent 
ly triumphant... Fraternal ſocieties (according to the was 
barbarous jargon, which was adopted as the language to ſ. 
of anarchy) were inſtituted in all the conſiderable towns ver, 
in the kingdom; and the only object of emulation in pure 
theſe neſts of political hornets ſeemed to be, which men 
ſhould act moſt unwiſely and leaſt for the public be- riſhi 
nefit. 5 | „„ terat 
In imitation of the Jacobins, ſeveral other ſocieties few 
were inſtituted for the purpoſe of political diſcuſſion; mear 
and thus, independent of the perverſion of ſentiment, T} 
an intolerable waſte of time was occaſioned to the low- feroc 
er claſſes of ſociety. It ſhould: have been one of the aſſaſſ 
great objects of the national aſſembly to diſſolve or re- lt rej, 
ſtrain theſe factious aſſemblages, and to reſtore the na- and fe 
tion from that political delirium, in which ſo great a media 
revolution muſt neceſſarily involve them, to the ſober Whimagi; 
paths of induſtry, œconomy, and proper ſubordination. Wy ſafe 
With the conſtituent aſſembly the ſun of French li- Whhers 
berty ſet. With it the wiſdom, the moderation, the. en bi, 
dignity of the nation was diſſolved. That fatal decree, qually 
which deprived the country of all the aſſiſtance which into w. 
might be derived from the exertion of the moſt bril- Wouteq 
liant talents matured by experience, placed in their {eauſe, 
ſeats men incapable either from want of principle or Such 


of ability to exerciſe the ſacred and important func- ¶ ſſembl 
tion of legiflators. The new aſſembly conſiſted chief. rom ce 
ly of country gentlemen, whoſe inexperience in politi · 
cal affairs rendered them incompetent to act for-them- Which v 
ſelves, and made them the paſſive dupes of a party, 
which, though not numerous, compenſated for this de- 
fect by its activity and boldneſs, This faction * 
| OR 3 


— 


— 


ed of men of letters, but not of the higheſt rank in li. 


ers of periodical lihels, were, by the ſingular change 


ſovereigns. Even of this faction; however, it would 
be uncandid in the extreme, to confider all the mem- 


them were decided republicans ;: but ſome were mere 
enthuſiaſts in this fyſtem, while the object of others 
was undoubtedly to gratify their private ambition, or. 
to ſatiate their private revenge. In this point, howe- 


pure democracy was adapted to the condition of free 
men, and that France could never be happy and flou- 
riſhing till every vefſtige of monarchy was finally obli- 
terated. This point they determined to enforce, and 


few of them, we fear, heſitated with reſpe& to the 


means by which it was to be accompliſhed. 


There is ſomething in true religion which ſoftens the 
ferocious paſſions of man; it can arreſt the hand of the 


aſſaſſin, it can whiſper peace to the perturbed ſpirit. 
It rejects the attainment of its end by unlawful means, 
and follows rather the dictates of conſcience, and im- 
mediate duty, than the moſt ſplendid vifions which the 
imagination may form of diſtant perfection. This on- 


phers of France unfortunately wanted; they were e- 
ven bigots in infidelity ; the throne and the altar were 


nato which they plunged, may be more properly attri- 
_ to their irreligious prejudices than to any other 
aule, Te] | | b EY 35 
Such was the general outline of the firſt legiſtative 
aſſembly, as it was ealled, though we muſt except 


rom cenſure ſome reſpectable and independent cha- 
i. Watters, who fall properly under neither of the claſſes 


hich we have deſeribed. The aſſembly met on the 
ſt of October, and the following day proceeded to 
e verification of their powers. On the zd M. Paſto. 
et was elected preſident, and M.. M. Francois, Gar- 
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terature. The editors of newſpapers, and the publiſh- 
in the affairs of France, elevated to the rank of fena- 
tors, and ſoon aſſumed to themſelves the authority of 


bers as equally unprincipled. The great majority of 


ver, they were all agreed, that no government but a 


ly ſafeguard of moral principle the republican philoſo- 


equally obnoxious to them; and many of the exceſſes. 


—— — rt 


—_— RS * 
a5 1 LY . ——_— » _ * 2 — = T VF oi 
p "3 ? 4 — - SEE Ts * I. . . - , , 
N 8 5 2 e — 1 
2 _ 2 2 W 2 2 . 
* Fo 1 — = SS "vr" 7 % — 0 : . 
. . 2 N Pr * a3 —— Fn 227 : f A LC hears 
—2 — , p : 3 — 2 TY > a - * 2 2 
— TY FS, OY : 8 — x « wo * i 8 1 3 L .. 4 E - * 2 
— 3% = * 4 at * — _ r 2 a * . - My 0 — 0 I 7 
4 8 Þ : 2.4 : * : s : SI cots 55 : — — . 
ha oy WR « 42 = 8 — — - — — — — n * — : \ - * 1 — 2 — 
—— — ir 216 V 2 5 25 8 — — — — 77 — - — — * * 2 
10 a . 4 — * "> ** —— — 1 
Ly _ — 


as 


— — 


* 2 
— 1 8 
22288 — 
— 


_  - — — — 
8 . — 


c 

* — — — mmm oe _ . 
ron de Coulon, Cerutti, Lacepede, and Guyton-Mor- 
veau, were proclaimed ſecretaries. On the àth all the 
members of the aſſembly ſolemnly took the conſtitu- 
tional oath in the. following terms: _ gd | 
I ſwear to maintain to the utmoſt of my power, 
the conſtitution of the kingdom, decreed by the con- 
ſtituent national aſſembly in the. years 1789, 1790, and 
1591; and neither to propoſe nor conſent to any thing, 
during the continuance of this legiſlature, which may 
be injurious or contrary to it; and to be in every thing 
faithful to the nation, the law, and the king.“ 

A deputation of the members was at the ſame time 
appointed to wait upon the king, to acquaint his ma- 
jeſty that the aſſembly was finally conſtituted. 

. - The ſpirit with which the future deliberations of 
this afſembly were to be conducted, foon began to s 
manifeſt itſelf. On the return of the deputation to TE 


the aſſembly on the 5th, the reporter having ſtated that the c 
the king had informed them by the miniſter of juſtice, dings 
that he would receive the deputation at nine Oo clock, "Os 
one of the republican members ad verted to a decree in N 
the month of July 1789, which enacted that the aſſem- e, 
bly and its deputations ſhould correſpond directly with 0 ACC 
the king, and not through the medium of the minit-: and tc 
ters: that decree was therefore re- enacted, and enfor-- xk * 


ced with peculiar rigour. | 
The king having announced that he would repair to mm. 


the aſſembly on Friday the 12th, it was next debate in mode 
what manner he ſhould be received. in the decree that Juſtice 
followed this debate, the mean and trifling ſpirit by 4 
which the aſſembly was afterwards to be actuated, was or natt 
clearly evinced. The moment the king entered the 3 al 
aſſembly, the members were to rife and be uncovered , ne. 
but as ſoon as he arrived at the bar, they were to fit I e con 
down and cover themſelves. The king was to be ſeat- 8 
ed on the left: of the prefident, not on an elevated 129 
throne, but on a fimilar ſeat to that of the preſident. "a in a 
Theſe petty indignities were as impolitic as they were rable c 
vndeſerved,: and were inconſiſtent with magnanimity Rs 
Pointe 


and utterly unbecoming a great nation. . 
Mn, p 225 Si 2 — . or, 3% Previous 
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Previous to the arrival of the king on the th, ſève- 
ral deputations appeared at the bar, among the. reſt, 
one from the commons of Paris, which renewed their 
proteſtations to maintain the conſtitution inviolate; 
the king alſo ſent a written notice, that he had ap- 
pointed M. Bertrand to be the naval- miniſter, in the 
room of M. Thevenard. 2.4 Ewa 

Notwithſtanding the jealouſy which had been mani- 
feſted by the aſſembly on the 5th, and the deſire which 
they had fince ſhewn of degrading the regal dignity, 
yet the firft meeting between the king and the legiſla- 
ture was cordial. The excellent temper of Louis did 
not permit him to retain reſentment, and the courteſy. 
and affability with which he entered the hall, rendered 
the moſt inveterate republicans reſpectful. The king 
addreſſed the aſſembly in a judicious and patriotic o- 
ration. He pointed out briefly to them the nature of 
the duties they. had undertaken to perform, and re- 
commended ſome objects as requiring inſtant atten- 
tion. The ſtate of the ſmances, he obſerved, was ſuch. 
as required ſtrong and ſpeedy exertion to 'eſtabliſh an- 
equilibrium between the receipt and the expenditure z. 


to accelerate the aneſfment and coifeaion of taxes, 


and to introduce an inveriable order into all the de- 
partments of this immenſe adminiſtration, The revi- 
fion of the civil code was alſo an object which he re- 
commended to their care; and the ſimplifying the 
mode of proceeding ſo às to render the attainment of 
juſtice move eaſy and more prompt. | 

He proceeded to enlarge on the neceſſity of a ſyſtem. 
of national education; on the organization of the ar-. 
my, and the propriety of; reſtoring order and. diſcs 
pline. He reſerved hiraſelf to x future occaſion for 
the communication of his ſentiments concerning the 
navy. He ſtated his hopes that the nation would not 
be troubled by any attack from abroad; recommend- 
ed, in a ſtyle of paternal regard; unanimity and unal- 


ttrable confidence between the two great branches of 


government, the legillative and executive powers, as 
le pointedly. remarked that the enemies to the proſpe- 
. N Yo” . rity 


hy . 
i 22 * 6 2 
4 p + — 2 2 * 
—— * remnoes- — — — 2 — — — — 
— "I 8 1 — — — * : 
= * a I. 7 _ y 
f 2 2 — — — 
F — v5 4 _——_—— — — K 
- * — — <4 - 
a — — — — . > — — 
OY ; — - — — — 
* — —— — — DU port 
* 2 * pj os — 
— 


— ou — — 
2 


— 


28 HISTORY. OF THE 


= — —— 


rity of the country were continually labouring to diſ- 
unite them. e 9 3 
The ſpeech of the king was received with unbound- 


ed applauſes, and the preſident replied in terms of fo 
confidence and reſpect. He complimented tke king de 
on his appearance among the repreſentatives of the na- | 
tion, which he termed a-new engagement with the WW th: 
country. He -obſerved that the conſtitution, ſo far ly | 
from diminiſhing the real power of the king, had or. nel 
Iy placed it on the firmeſt foundation ; it had converted of 
thoſe into friends, who had formerly been termed ſub- pla. 
jects; and had made him the firſt monarch in the: pol, 
world. He concluded with expreſſing the with of the Prit 
aſſembly to co- operate with the benevolent views of are 1 
the king, to purify the buſineſs of legiflation, to re- obje 
animate public credit; to repreſs.anarchy. Such, troc 
ſtre, ſaid he, is our duty, ſuch are our carneft wiſh- new 
es, ſuch are yours; ſuch are our hopes, the gratitude ter f 
and bleſfings of the people will be our reward.“ vowe 
It would have been a circumſtance truly fortunate of E 
for France if theſe ſentiments had been fincere, or if thoſe 
this harmony had continued unbroken ; but it was not Vhict 
merely the republican ardour of the new legiſlators, exten, 
which revived the jealouſy. between the executive and Ae 
+ 


legiſlative powers; a {till more potent cauſe exiſted ex- i 
ternally to which we have already-though ſlightly allu-- W 
ded, The hoftile preparations of the emperor and the 


continental powers; the veil of ſecrecy, which they bes 
caſt over their proceedings; the vague and obſcure J he 
terms in which they expreſſed themſelvesy compared eaſt of 
with the open hoafts and the imprudent and intempe- Ong | 
rate declarations of the emigrant princes and nobility, i el the 0 
contributed to excite in the minds of the-people a va. i ” 
ac 


riety of ſuſpicions, in which all the per ſons connected 
with the court were occafionally involved. ſab 
To unravel more explicitly the cauſe of theſe fatalW*" ſtance, 
jealoufies, and in reality of all the unfortunate circum: 
ſtances which afterwards afflicted this unhappy and 
diſtracted country, it will-be neceffary to have a retro 
ſpe& to a tranſaction which occurred ſome monti 
previous to the. period of which we are now ene 


— 
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but which was then faintly known by the vague infi- 
nuations of rumour, or by the unconneRed intimations 
of ſome whoſe information appears to have been rather 
founded upon conjecture than upon competent evi- 
dene hana; | | © AVIS 
The meetings of great and powerful princes, like 
the conjunctions of the heavenly bodies, have general - 
ly been confidered as ominous to the peace and happi- 
neſs of the world. Towards the cloſe of the ſummer 
of 1791, an extraordinary convention of this kind took 
place at. Pilnitz in Saxony, between the emperor Leo- 
pold and the preſent king of Pruſſia, between whom as 
principals-a treaty was formed, to which other powers 
are ſuppoſed to have afterwards acceded. The profeſſed 
object of this treaty was ſufficiently-profligate and a- 
trocious. It was the hoſtile invaſion of France and the 
new modelling-of its government. In his circular let- 
ter from Pavia of the 6th of July, the emperor had a- 
vowed a ſimilar intention, and had invited the princes 
of Europe to co-operate with him in a reſiſtance to 
thoſe principles ſo obnoxious to arbitrary authority, 
which had pervaded France, and which threatened to 
extend over the whole face of Europe. The league of Pil- 
nitz, however, in which the empreſs of Ruſſia is alſo 
to be conſidered as principally concerned, is generally 
ſuppoſed to have had more extenſive views, and to 
have involved projects ſtill more offenſive, if poſſible, 
to the dictates of juſtice, and to the peace of Europe. 
The partition of France as well as of Poland, or at 
(eat of a conſiderable portion of the territories of both, 
„among the confederated powers, and a new modelling 
of the Germanic cireles, are ſtrongly ſuſpected to have 
„been the real principles upon which this infamous 
compact was founded. Dark and myſterious as the 
conduct of the allied courts has been, relative to the 
ſubſtance of the conference, the imprudence of ſome 
of the inferior agents has dropped occaſional intima- 
tons which can leave little doubt of the criminality of 


er deſfigns# 3 0 Gderi, 19 
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27 The following paper, which has fince been made 
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Conſidering, however, the convention of Pilnitz in 


2. moſt favourable point of n and accepting the 
| | | nn 
ankle will Gris to 1 this myſtery of iniquity, and 
cannot be read without earn 4 any friend of li- 
berty and 7 N | A 


Partition Treaty between the courts in concert, e 2 


ded and figned at Pavia, in the month of July, 1791. be 

© His majeſiy the emperor quill retake all that Louis 
_XFW; RE in the Auſtrian Netherlands; and up 
wniting Fa heſe —— to the ſaid Netherlands, will th 

give them to his ſerene highnefs the elector palatine, fo 
that theſe new poſſaſions, added to the palatinate, may ab 
hereafter have the name of Auftraſia. ini 
His majefly the emperor will preſerve, for ever, the D 
property and poſſeſſion of Bavaria, to mate in future an WW c 
indiuiſible maſs with the domains and hereditary pofſeſ- $ 
Hons of the houſe of Auſtria, © - La 
„ Her ferene hig hneſi the archducheſs Maria-Chri/li in 


na ſhall be, conjointly wich his ſerene highneſs her ne. re 


Phew, the archduke Charles, put into bereditary poſſe} 5 
fron of the duchy of Lorraine. the 
Bo {face /hall be reftored to the empire's ; and the b. 66 
Poop of Straſburgb, as well as the chapter, ſhall re bi. 
wer their ancient privileges; and the ecclefiaſtical ſove Dun 
reigns of Germany-/hall do the ſame. the | 
the Sqwi/s cantons conſent and accede to the coal. Rings 


tion, it may be propoſed to tbem to annex to the Helue 
Fic league the biſbopric of Porentrui, the defiles of Franch 
Compte, and even thoſe of Tyrol, with the neighbouring 
Gailiwicks, as well as the territory of Verfoy, avhich i 
ten ſects the Pays de Vaud 

% Should his majefty the king of Sardinia fubſeribe 
the coalition, la Brefſe, le Pugey, and the Pays de Ges 
iſurped by France from Savoy, ſhall be ud fo hi 
„in caſe his Sardinian majeſty can make a grand 
werfion, he Hall be ſuffered to take Dauphiny to bel 
fo him ſor ever, as . ee e 70 Fe anci 
9 8150 
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explanation of its expreſs framers, the eee is 


ſufficiently unjuſt and abſurd to warrant the moſt 


Vor. II. E - _ -unqualified 

« His majeſfly the king: of Spain all hawe Rouſſillon 

and Bearn, with tbe iſſand of Corfica; and he /hall take 
pofſeſfion of the French part of St Domingo. 

„ Her majeſty the empreſs of all the Ruta: Hall take 

upon herſelf the invafion of Poland, and at the fame time 


retain Kaminieck, with that part of Padolia” aoh’ο 


borders on Moldavia. 

« His majeſty the emperor all oblige the Porte to give 
h Choczim, as avell as the ſmall forts of Servia, and 
Ls ad on the river Lurna. 

His majefly the king of Pruſia, by means of the 
above-mentioned invaſion of the empreſs of all the Ruffias 
into Poland, Jhall make an acquifition of Thorn and 


Dantzicy and there unite the Palatinate on the eaſt to the 


- confines of Silęſia. 


«© His majefly the king of Pruſſia ſhall befides ecquire 


Luſace, and his ſerene highneſs the elector of Saxony /hall 


in exchange receive the re of Poland, and occupy the 


throne as hereditary ſovereign. 


His majeſly the preſent king of Poland /oall abdicate 


the throne, on receiving a ſuitable annnity. 

His royal hig hneſi the eleFor of Saxony ſhall give 
his daughter in marriage to his ſerene highneſs, the 
youngeſt ſon of his royal highneſs the grand duke of all 

the Ruſſias, who will be the father WA the hereditary 
kings * Poland and Lithuania. 
| (Signed) 
6 LEOPOLD 
6 PRINCE ai 
© CounT FLORIDA BLANC4, 
4 B1SCHOFFSWERDER.”. 

« The king of England is [aid to hawe acceded to this 
N in March 1792. And Holland to haue acceded 
afterawards, provided the arrangements reſpedting their 
limits evith his imperial majefly „Hou be made according 
to the deſire of the Dutch pads before the partition. 


- 


« Spain renounced it cuben count d' Aranda-came into 
office as miniſter, giving aſſurances, however, of the 


Siriaeft ee 
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-unqualified cenſure. If any thing on earth is facred, 


it is the domeſtic/ozconomy of both nations and indi- 
viduals, In private life the iniquity of interfering in a mY 
hoſtile manner in the internal ſtate or houſhold concerns ff 
of a neighbour, is-felt and acknowledged by all man- | 
kind. Are then the rights of nations to be account- as 
ed leſs ſacred than thoſe of private citizens? Are the | 
lives of millions, who muſt fall on both ſides in ſuch th 
a' conteſt, of leſs conſequence than the poverty or an- F . 
 xXiety of individuals. But this is not the worſt ; the 5.4 
| principle, if once admitted, is ſubverſive of every right, = 
| and neceſſarily ſanctions every crime that can be com- wy 
| mitted againſt ſociety. It ſanctions robbery and. mur- 8 
V5 der. In this view, the conqueſts of Alexander and of . 
Mahomet were acts of virtue; it was criminal to re- 8 
+fift the ambitious projects of Louis XIV; and ſhould affe 
the empreſs of Ruſſia, at any future period, diſcover F 
any thing to be new modelled in the laws or conſtitu- = 
tion of Great Britain, we are bound to receive her bar- . 
barous legions, not as enemies or invaders, but as ma 
i philoſophic friends, who are only come to make im- a 
provements in our condition, aud benevolently to pre- 75 
ſent us with that moſt ineſtimable of bleflings, a dei - ſtru 
potic government. RIS 4 2 
France, at the moment when this royal banditti were 2 
plotting againſt her peace, might be ſaid literally to be but 


in a ſtate of internal tranquillity. There exiſted parties 
in the nation, it is true, as muſt exiſt in every country jeck 
which is newly agitated with the. ſpirit. of freedom: a J 
: large portion of her citizens might indeed be defirous of 
a republican government; but a ſtill larger portion 
were attached to their king, and contented with the 
conſtitution which was then eſtabliſhed. If theſe con- 
tracting powers were really well-wiſhers to the unfor- 


tunate Louis, they ſhould have conſidered that plots 2 
and conſpiracies only proſper in times of tumult and ad 
confuſion; that the bad citizens have need of war, of th 

internabor external diftreſs, to accompliſh their pur- | Pr 
. poſes; that weakened as the executive power was by Tap. 
the new conſtitution, it is in times of peace and tranquil- _ 
:lityy/it-is when the people feel themſelves happy, proſ- © 


perous, 


— 


* 
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perous, and indolent, that the monarchical authority 


recovers its ſway; and that there ſtill remained an im- 
menſe civil lit, and a confiderable patronage, which 
afforded a proſpect of influence to the monarch. - 

But we cannot, in juſtice, attribute the conduct of 
theſe powers to any principle of benevolence, gene- 
rofity, or humanity. The man who ſets no value on 
the hves or the happineſs of his own ſubjects, but will 
ſqnander them even to achieve a degree of loft authori- 


ty or any temporal advantage for an individual, can- 


not be endued with any ſhare of accuracy in moral a- 


rithmetic, cannot have the moſt liberal notions of vir- 
tue, cannot be ſuppoſed to act upon the broadeſt and 
moſt rational principles. Beſides, if we obſerve the 


conduct of theſe princes with reſpect to Poland, it will 


afford the faireſt comment on. their motives -with re- 
ſpec to France. It was nct the cauſe of Louis, it was 
not entirely the cauſc of kings that influenced their de- 


terminations. They ſelt almoſt as little for Louis, as 


for his ſubjects; for if indeed they had properly eſti- 


mated the probable conſequences, they muſt have fore- 


ſeen that theſe, meaſures could only operate to his de- 


ſtruction, however unfavourably the conteſt might ter- 
minate for the French revolution. He muft be over- 


whelmed in the ſtorm whatever party might prevail; 


but that wae a matter of ſmall concern when put in 


competition with the private views and ambitious pro- 


jects of arbitrary princes.. $1 1 
The convention of Pilnitz, as we have intimated, 

was not unknown in France, though the full extent of 

the terms and conditions of the treaty was but imper- 


fectly underſtood. It was impoſſible then in the nature 


of things that it could be known, that a concert of 


princes was formed for the expreſs purpoſe of invading 
the country, of overturning. the conſtitution, of re- 
eſtabliſhing deſpotic authority,. and that the minds of 
the people ſhoulT not be agitated with fears and with 
ſuſpicions, It was next to impoſſible, that a part of 
theſe ſuſpicions ſhould not fall upon the court. The 
2 in particular had never been popular, and even 
ce the revolution, candour obliges us to confeſs, 

8 | E 3 | that 


— 
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that upon the beſt inquiry we do not find her conduct | 


to have been guarded with that ſtrictneſs of prudence 
and reſerve which the circumſtances of the times re- 

quired. The fatal flight of the king could not be era- 
dicated from the minds of the people, and the impru- 
dent proclamation of Bouille could not be recollected 
without refentment and apprehenſion. The republi- 
can party, and the enemies of order and government, 
eagerly took advantage of theſe” cireumſtances; the 
atrocity of the monarchical combination was magni- 
fied, and the whole was laid to the charge of the court 
and of Louis. The firſt movements of diſſatisfaction 
were directed againft the miniſters, and to unſettle and 
diſmiſs the ſervants of the ſtate in rapid ſucceſſion, 


was the moſt certain means of diſorganizing the go-, 


1 * 


vernment. 


Such we apprehend to have been nearly the ſtate of 


parties, at the period of which we are now treating. 
Tbe perturbed ſtate of the public mind was mani- 
Fefted in the aſſembly even fo early as in the evening 
ſeſhon of the 8th of October, when the miniſters were in- 
troduced into the aſſembly to render an account of their 
proceedings. On M. Montmorin heing queſtioned with 
reſpect to the intercourſe maintained with foreign pow- 
ers, he replied, that the intercourſe with other nations 
had ceaſed during the ſuſpenſion of the royal authori- 
ty, and had only recommenced from the king's accep- 
tance of the conſtitution. I move,“ ſaid M. Lacro- 
ix, with that impetuoſity which diſtinguiſhes the na- 
tion, „that the miniſter for foreign affairs be obliged 
to anſwer more pointedly. However the royal func- 
tions may have been ſuſpended, have we ceaſed to 
maintain ambaſſadors at thefe courts? Theſe ambaila- 
dors muſt have been acquainted with whatever oocurs 
at their reſpective courts, and they ought to have in- 
formed the miniſter.“ It is this correſpondence,” 
added he, which 1 wiſh to be laid open.” After 
fome altercation, a ſeries of interrogatories was put to 
M. Montmorin, and the ſubſtanee of his replies went 
to eſtabliſh his former propoſition, that the intercourſe 
with foreign courts having ceaſed for a time, be had 
. 7 | nothing 


* 


nothing official or ſatisfactory to produce on that ſub- 
ject; that the correſpondence alluded to contained no- 
thing but vague and unſupported rumours, which it 


any thing of certainty occurred, he would not fail to 
communicate it. | | | | 

The ſubject was renewed on the ſucceeding day, 
and a decree was paſſed, ordering that the miniſters 
ſhould be obliged to inform the aſſembly concerning 
the ſtate and arms of the national guards deſtined for 
the frontiers - concerning the motives: for retarding 
the national. Gendarmerie; concerning the neglect in 
replacing thoſe officers in the troops of the line, who 
had deſerted their corps; concerning thè delay in ſend- 
ing arms to-the departments of the Haute-Loirc, the 
Haut-Vienne, the Haut-Rhin, &c.; concerning the 
ſlowneſs of the recruiting ſervice, the want of provifi- 


ons in the ftontier places, and the neglect in providing 


arms, &c. On the isth the miniſter at war read a 


long memoire on tlie actual ſtate of his department, 


and he cleared up the doubtful points ſo much to the 


ſatisfaction of the aſſembly that his memoire was or- 


dered to be printed. 


In the mean time the emigrants ſtill continued to 


aſſemble. in conſiderable bodies upon the frontiers, and 
the brothers cf the king to iſſue hoſtile proclamations. 
It became neceſſary therefore to purſue. more vigorous - 


meaſures, and to take ſome immediate fteps to repel 
the approaching danger. The firſt meaſure which the 
aſſembly thought proper to employ on this occaſion - 
reſpected the right of Monſieur to the regency, in caſe - 


of the death of the king; and, after ſome deliberation, 
the aſſembly paſſed a decree nearly in the following 
terms: pid Fg bet r LOO 
«© The national aſſembly, conſidering that Loui 
Staniſlaus Xavier, French Prince, being the next i 


ot 


ſucceſſion to the regency, is abſent from the kingdom 


In virtue of an article in the ſecond ſection of the 
French conſtitution, decrees that the ſaid Louis Staniſ- 
aus Xavier, French Prince, is required to return to the 
kingdom within the ** of two months from the day - 
{ *# | * 3. + n 
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would be even dangerous to reveal; and that when 
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in which the proclamation of the legiſlative body ſhalt by 
have been publiſhed in Paris. | e 
jn caſe the ſaid L. S. Xavier, French prince, ſhall er 
fail to return to the kingdom within the period above 
ſignified, he ſhall then be deemed to have forfeited his the 
right to the regency, in virtue of the ſecond article of gre 
the conſtitutional act. The aſſembly further decrees, 
that, conformably to the decree of the zoth of this 
month (October), a proclamation to this effect ſhall 
be printed, affixed, and publiſhed, within three days 
in the city of Paris, and that the executive power ſhall 
notify the fame to the aſſembly within the three fol- 
' lowing days.? | ng 
On the day on which this decree was paſſed, the 
public mind was greatly relieved by the report of M. 
Montmorin, the miniſter of foreign affairs.—It ſtated, 
at large, the reaſons which induced him to hope for a 
continuance of the general tranquillity, and contained 
the anſwers of the ſeveral courts to the general notik- 
cation from the king, of his acceptance of the new 
conſtitution, The replies from even the moſt hoſtile 
of the combined powers were in Hattering terms; the 
emperor and the king of Pruſſia in particular gave the 
moſt laviſh aſſurances of their amicable intentions; and 
the elector of Mentz alone had the honeſty. to avow 
his diſapprobation of the ſtate of affairs in France. 
= The miniſter next ſtated the meaſures taken by the 
king with reſpect to the countenance given to the emi- 
grants by foreign powers. The Auſtrian Netherlands 
principally attracted attention; and, on application 
to the emperor, the moft ary won orders he ſaid 
had been given, to prevent them from collecting in too 
great numbers in any one place, from appearing in ¶ conve 
military array, or being ſupplied with any of the im- ¶ ſhoulg 
plements of war. . . preſs i 
Such were the profeſſions of kings and courtiers, which 
while ſome of them, at the very moment, were pur- Thi 
1 ans the moſt hoſtile meaſures, and actually ſtudying WW jecture 
to find excuſes for commencing a war; while the I to pro 
league of Pilnitz exiſted in its full vigour ; and while unhapy 
the diſaffected Prenchmen were privately an, for thi 
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by the emperor, the king of Pruſſia, and their adhe- 


rents, to aſſemble in formidable bodies on the fronti- 


ers, and to form the moſt fatal arrangements. 


Notwithſtanding this was the actual ſtate of affairs, 


the crafty Leopold, impreſſed perhaps with ſome de- 
gree of apprehenſion, from the ſpirit and enthuſiaſm 
manifeſted by the French nation, or conſidering the 
plot as not yet matured for execution, ſtill continued 
to temporize. Ayreeably to the intimation of the mi- 
niſter, he iſſued a proclamation, forbidding the emi- 
grants to afſemble in warlike array in the Auſtrian 
Netherſands; to prohibit their appearing in military 
uniforms, their engaging recruits, and ſtill more their 
encouraging deſerters from the French troops. How 
far this proclamation was complied with, in the ſpirit 
as well as in the letter, the ſucceeding events ſuffici- 
ently teſtified. 
While the emperor was thus clandeftinely making 
preparations againſt the French nation, the northern 


powers were more open and decided in their meaſures. 
Pruſſia, Sweden, and Ruſſia, entered into ſtrict engage - 
ments for the reſtoration of the old deſpotiſm of France. 


Denmark was ftrorgly ſolicited to enter into the alli- 


ance; but, with a degree of prudence which has al- 


ways characteriſed the preſent adminiſtration of that 


country, the propoſal was declined, The emperor 


did not openly and avowedly enter into this new con- 


federacy ; wheluer his inclinations, which feem to 
| have been always pacific, really indiſpoſed him to pre. 
cipitate meaſures, or whether it ſuited that duplicity - 


with which his character was ſo remarkably ſhaded, 
it is impoſſible at preſent-to determine; but, by the 
convention of Stockholm, it was determined that he 
ſhould be apparently forced into the war, by the em- 
preſs inſiſting on his fulfilling the terms of the alliance 
which exiſted between the imperial crowns. 


Thus menaced on every fide, and unable to con- 


jecture from what quarter the firſt fatal blow was 

to proceed, ſome allowance may be made for thoſe 

unhappy jealoufies which the nation entertained, and 

for thoſe ſevere meafures towards „ 
35 | 7 wic 
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which they were about to adopt. Tremblingly alive | 


on every topic that affected their newly recovered li- 
berties, not knowing whom to ſuſpect, or whom" to 
eonſider as their friend, this unfortunate people natu- 
rally became the dupes of that faction which made the 


moſt laviſh profeſſions in favour of popular liberty, and 


directed their reſentments, poſſibly without any good 
reaſon, againſt thoſe; whoſe. intereſt they conceived to 


be moſt concerned in their oppreſhon—the. king and 


— 


his miniſters. 
The conſtituent aſſembly had treated with unexam- 
_ lenity the hoſtile proceedings of the emigrants, 
ut at this criſis mea ſures more vigorous and more ſe- 
vere were perhaps required. On the gth of November, 
there a decree was paſſed, ftating, —-* That the 
French why were aſſembled in a hoſtile manner beyond 
the frontiers were ſuſpected of a conſpiracy againſt their 
country.—That, if after the iſt of January they ſhould 
be found in that ſituation, they ſhould he declared ac- 
tually guilty of a conſpiracy, and puniſhable with death. 
— That all the French princes and public functionaries, 
who ſhould not return before the xft of January, ſhould 


be adjudged: guilty of the ſame crime. — That the high 


national court ſhould immediately after that period be 
called to pronounce judgment on ſuch offenders. 
That ſuch as ſhould be convicted during their abſence, 
: ſhould forfeit their eſtates - and property during their 
own lives, but not to the prejudice of their children, 
— That all ſuch-perions holding offices, &c. ſhould be 
adjudged to have forfeited the ſame; and all ſuch being 
officers in the army or navy ſhould be conſidered as 


deſerters.- All Frenchmen who enliſted men to attack 


the frontiers were to be judged guilty of high treaſon. 


— No arms or military ſtores were to be tranſported 


__out of the kingdom. ; | 5 

This decree was immediately followed by another, 
ordering the vacancies in the army to be filled up with- 
out further loſs of time. Supplies were voted for put- 
ting the kingdom in a reſpectable poſture of defence; 
and ſome regulations were adopted concerning the mi- 


litary ſchools, and the organization of the army. = 


againſ 
govert 
poſed 
heredi 
very P 
confer! 
urged, 
giſlatu 
ther to 
enemie 
The 
certain 
to attri 
for it f 
diſpofit 
unforty 
deprive 
eſt conr 
venues, 


penaltie 
profeſſe; 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 49 
The party diſaffected to the new conſtitution were 
furniſhed with freſh matter for murmur and complaint, 
by the refuſal of the king to ſanction the decree of the 
gth of November againſt the emigrants. The moderate' 
party exulted in this teſtimony of his conſtitutional 
freedom exhibited by the monarch, and confidered it 
as a proof that he intended to govern ſtrictly agreeable 
to the principles of the conſtitution. A Ring, they ob- 
ſerved, who was not fincere in his attachment to the new 
order of things, would have borne the maſk of diſſi mu- 
lation thraugh the whole of his conduct; ſuch a one 
would not hive hazarded an unpopular ftep, but 
would have oftenſtbly joined in the moſt violent mea- 
ſures, in the hope that they could not long endure, 
and that the machinations of the enemies of freedom 
would ſoon reſtore the ancient depravity and abuſes. 
While ſuch were the ſentiments of the more moder- 
ate and reaſonable part of the nation, the republican 
faction eagerly embraced the opportunity to declaim 
againſt the new conſtitution, and againſt monarchical 
government. It was a conſtitution, they aſſerted, eom- 
poſed of inconſiſtent and incangruous principles, an 
hereditary monarch, and a democratic aſſembly. This 
rery prerogative of a veto, which the conſtitution had 
conferred upon the king, would be the means, it was 
urged, of defeating evcry patriotic meaſure of the le- 
giſlature, while the immenſe civil liſt enabled him ei- 
ther to bribe its members, or to cheriſh and aſſiſt the 
enemies of the nation aſſembled in foreign countries. 
The exerciſe of the royal veto on this occaſion was 
certainly an imprudent ſtep, though there is no reaſon * 
to attribute it to any perfidious motive, or to account 
for it on any other principle than that gentleneſs of 
diſpofition, that tenderneſs of character, by which this 
unfortunate monarch was ſo much diſtinguiſhed. To 
deprive at one blow, and by his on agency, his near- 
eſt connexions of their hereditary rights, of their re- 
venues, their ſubſiſtence, and to ſubject them to the 
penalties of death for their miſtaken zeal, while they 
profeſſed that all their efforts were directed to his ſer- 
ce, doubtleſs appeared to him a harſh and ungrate- 


ful 


tions by his on, he flattered himſelf with the hopes 
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ful meaſure; while, judging probably of their diſpoſi: 


_ of perſuading them to abandon their projects, and no 
longer contumaciouſly to oppoſe themſelves to what 
appeared almoſt the unanimous ſentiment of the whole 
nation. In contemplating tbe Hiſtory of this antiable 
and unfortunate prince, and the dreadful cataſtrophe 
which has fince taken place, our ſorrow is rather in- 
ereaſed than diminiſhed by the melancholy reflection, 
that he was Jeſs'the victim of the cruelty of his ene. 
mies, than ot the imprudence and folly of his proſef- 
fed friends. If, inſtead of deferting their country and 
their king, the miſguided nobility of France had only 
for the time conformed a little to circumſtances, con- 
tented themfelves for the moment with that ſhare cf 
dignity and authority which they could ſave out of the 
general wreck of privileges, and rallied round ttc 
throne in ſupport of their king in the exerciſe of his 
conſtitutional rights—could they have conceded with 
grace, and defended themſelves with candour and mo. 
deration—had they only aſſumed the appearance of 
acting more for the public, and leſs for themſelves, 
France would never have been the victim of anarchy; 
the nobility would ſtill have preſer ved, if not their ti. 
tiles, at leaſt their fortunes and their conſequence ; and 
their innocent monarch would never have fallen a {a 
erifice to a relentleſs mob. | 456 
Above all things, it is ever impolitic to call in fo- 
reign aid to extinguiſh the internal troubles of a nations 
It is rarely ſucceſsful; and when it is fucceſsful, the 
end is generally, that both parties are equally the prey 
of the invader. - A high-ſpirited nation well ſeldom ei- 
dure the inſult ; and the conſequgnce has frequent!y preſent 
been, that the contending parties, when languiſhing WW oQ 1. 
under the oppreſſion of a foreign yoke, have forgotten tional 
their mutual animoſities to unite againſt the common troopg 
enemy, and to expel from the country that bancitty gk! 


which their diſfenfions had before introduced. Half; 1 
the confederated powers been ſucceſsful in their efforts ſupply 1 
againſt France, there is little doubt that the very pay... 4 


ſons who invited them to the conteſt, would have bccl 
e 1 ain ong 
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among the firſt to complain of their tyranny and injuſ- 
tice; / and, ſingular as the thought may appear, we 
ſnall not he ſurpriſed to find, in the viciſſitudes of war, 
ſome of the firſt emigrants who fled their country be- 
cauſe they could not endure a limited monarchy, con- 
tending under the banners of the republic for the de- 
mocracy of France. N © > ix 4 
Independent of the factions which diſtracted the 
councils and divided the ſentiments of the nation, the 
internal ſtate of France was far from proſperous at the 
cloſe of the year 1191. The public treaſury was ex- 
hauſted, and the revenue was ſtill inadequate to the 
expenditure, The aſſignats ſtil] circulated under a 
conſiderable diſcount. Poverty pervaded the country ; 
and the neglect of agriculture threatened an impen- 
ding famine. Diſtreſſing as was this ſtate of affairs in 
the mother country, that of the colonies was ftill 
worſe. The ifland of St. Domingo in particular was 
ſtiil convulled by the dreadful conteſt, in which the 
impracticability of the white inhabitants in refuſin 
the juſt demands of the people of colour had involved 
WH the inland. The negro [laves, taking advantage of the 
anarchy which enſued from this unfortunate conflict, 
' Wh embraced” eagerly the opportunity to emancipate 
; themſelves. In the northern diftrit, not leſs. than 
one hundred thouſand revolted. More than t vo hun- 
dred plantations were entirely burnt; the maſters 
were maſſacred; and if the women were ſpared, it 
was to endure à captivity worſe than death. The 
" WH ſhips: that were anchored off the ifland afforded the 
only aſylum to which the unhappy fugitives could re- 
ort, while fire and devaſtation every where marked 
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- the path of the victorious rebels. Such was the re- | 
I preſentation of the colonial aſſembly : on the zoth of n 
"> October the miniſter of marine announced to the na- _! nyt 
eu tional aſſembly, that two thoufand three hundred yl | 
WW voops of the line had been ſent thither, and this em- Wi | 
* barkation was immediately followed by that of fix 1 


— 
— 


hundred more: 10, 370,912 livres were voted as a 1 
lupply. for theſe expeditions; and theſe public efforts (-=:1 
me nobly ſeconded by the patriotic- offers of an in- 

n : _dividual 
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dividual. M. Moſneron of Nantz on the zd of No. 
vember, made a ſpontaneous propoſal to the national 
_ aſſembly to equip a veſſel entirely new, and to tranſ 
port, at his own expence, a body of four hundred 
men to aſſiſt in reſtoring peace to the diſtracted colo 
nies. The aſſembly, at the time they accepted the 
offer of Moſneron, paſſed a decree of thanks to the 
king of Great Britain, to the Engliſh nation, and to 
lord Effingham, the governor of Jamaica, for his ge 
nerous conduct in revlieving the planters. of St Do. 
-mingo from the horrors of famine, and in furniſhing 
them with arms and military ſtores againſt the rebe 
Negroes. | 

Among the calamities which at this period afflited 
France, perhaps not the leaſt to be. deplored were the 
diſſenſions which were likely to-enſue from the influ 
ence of the ejected and non-juring clergy. The mew 
ſures of the conſtituent aſſembly, reſpecting eccleſiaſt. 
cal affairs, have already been cenſured as being conſi- 
tent with neither juſtice nor policy. It was not con- 
ſiſtent with juſtice-to alienate property from its legal 
deſtination ; {till leſs Jaudable was it to wreſt from the 
hands of the poſſeſſors that revenue which had been 
legally committed to them, and to reduce to comp# 
rative indigence thoſe who had been long in the habits 
of opulence and eaſe. The hardſhips and difficulties 
of the clergy were increaſed by the bigotted ſpirit of the 
court of Rome: the Pope had prohibited them under 
-the moſt alarming anathemas from conforming to the 
injunctions of the aſſembly, and from taking the civic 
oath. One falſe ſtep neceflarily leads to another; in. 
Juſtice always produces injuſtice. The decree which 
enjoined the civic oath was followed by anothes 
which expelled from their benefices all whoſe con 
ſciences could not ſubmit to the terms preſcribed b 
the legiſlature, all whoſe attachment to the ſee 4 
Rome was till preſerved inviolate, all who frot 
virtue, as well as from leſs laudable motives, felt a 
_ averſion to the new erder of things. Thus, at ti 
period of which we are treating, there remained in th 
heart of France an immenſe body of diſaffected 5 
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ns, united among themſelves, connected with a fo- 


reign hierarchy, which itſelf was irritated by recent 


injuries in the affair of Avignon; and to complete the 


diſtraction, this body was poſſeſſed of an influence o- 
yer the minds of the people, which it was not eaſy to 


| ſuppreſs. The non-juring clergy were poſſeſſed of all 


the popularity, of all the credit of the order. Their 
chapels were crowded, while thoſe of the conſtitution- 
al or conforming clergy were utterly deferted. We 
are not therefore to ſuppoſe that this influence would 
be entirely without its effects; we are not to ſuppoſe 
that ſuch an accumulation of power in the hands of 
men. would not be employed to the gratification of 
their reſentments. In ſome places the diſaffected prieſts 
openly declaimed againſt the conſtitution; in others 
ſecret conſpiracics were formed, forciga correſponden- 
ces were eſtabliſhed, and no means were left untried 
to inflame the minds of the populace. Every engine 
of ſuperſtition was employed, every art of eloquence 
eſſayed, to ſeduce them from their allegiance. Noc 

ternal meetings were held, and nocturnal. proceſſions 
were conducted by the factious prieſts. The ſhrines 
of the virgin and of the ſaints were dreſſed in mourn- 
ing, as if to indicate the projected overthrow of all re- 
ligion. The conteſt in fine arrived at length at ſuch 


extremity, that actual combats took place between the 
fanatical adherents of the ejected prieſts and the na- 


tional guard. The remote parts of the kingdom were 
nearly engaged in a religious, war, and the ſanguinary 


ſcenes of St Bartholomew were on the pon of being 


renewed. 
No meaſure has drawn more odium upon the legiſ. 


lative aſſembly, and none has excited more the indig- 


nation of other nations, than that ſevere decree which 
baniſhed for ever from their country, on pain of death 
the nonuring clergy. Much as we deplore the harſh- 
neſs of the meafure ; much as we ſympathize in the 
iuflerings of. that body; innocent and reſpectable as 


we believe a con ſiderable portion of them to have b<cn ; 

ſeill Juſtice obliges us to c onfeſs, that this meaſure, 

harſh as it was, appeared on! ly a neceff conſcquence 
F 
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of thoſe which had preceded it. Tt was the raſh and 


impolitic proceeding of the conſtituent aſſembly, in 


haſtily confiſcating the property of the church, that 
_ unfortunately implanted the ſeeds of diſcord between 


the religion and the legiſlature of the country. The 
enlightened part of the community might ſee the er- 
ror with regret, but they ſaw it only when it was too 


late to rectify it. | 


The firſt ſtep of the legiſlative aſſembly againſt the 
refractory prieſts, was however leſs violent in appear- 


". ance, though in reality it was fraught with ſeverity. 


On the 18th of November a ſeries of reſolutions were 


_ paſſed, by which it was enacted, that the penſions of 


the ejected clergy, which had been allowed by the 
conſtituent afſembly, ſhould be withdrawn fiom all 


"ſuch as ſtill refuſe! the civic-oath. That wherever a- 


ny troubles were found to exiſt, of which religion was 


the cauſe or the pretext, the municipal officers ſhould 
have liberty to remove from the neighbourhood ſuch 
of cee clergy as might be ſuſpected of fo- 


mentifig or favouring ſuch ſeditions; that in caſe of 
diſobedience to the directory of the department, they 
might be preſecuted before the tribunals, and impri- 


ſoned; and that thoſe who ſhould be convicted of ac- 


tual ſedition ſhould be liable to two years impriſon- 
ment. To theſe decrees, after ſome delay, the king, 


from apparently the moſt humane and conſcientious 
motives, oppoſed his veto, and thus unfortunately in- 
creaſed the-clamour which was inſidioufly excited a- 


gainſt him in every part of the kingdom. | | 
If the general tenor of the replies from foreign 


courts to the king's notice of having accepted the con- 


ſtitution be attentively confidered, it will be impoflible 
not to obſerve that remarkable ſtrain of artifice and 
duplicity which pervaded the-majority of them, and 
particularly thoſe' from the moſt powerful. ſtates, and 


thoſe neareſt in alliance with the reigning family. 


They contained, indeed, expreſſions of perſonal reſ- 


pect and ſympathy for the king, but nothing which 
could be conſtrued into an approbation of the new or- 
der which had been eſtabliſhed in France by the pre- 
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valence of popular councils. However therefore the 


court and miniſtry might appear ſatisfied with theſe 


empty profeſſions, it is certain they were far from gra- 
tifying to the people at large. Initead of diminiſhing, 
the inſolence of the emigrants appeared to increaſe. 


The enrolments in the circles of the Upper and Lower 
Rhine were carried on with increaſed vigour and ala- 


crity ; they were even encouraged to commit acts of 
violence on the bordering territories of the biſnopric 
of Straſburg ; and an attempt was ako made by an a- 


gent of the princes to corrupt general Wimpien, who 
commanded in the department of the Upper Rhine, 
and to engage him to deliver by treachery the fortreſs 
of New Briſac into their hands, by which the hoſtile 
troops might have obtained an eaſy entrance into the 


territories of France. Impelled by theſe circumſtances - 
the aſſembly decreed, on the 29th of November, that 


a deputation of twenty-four of its members ſhould 


wait upon the king to communicate to him, on the 


part of the aſſembly, its ſolicitude concerning the dan- 
gers which menaced the country from the perfidious 
combinations of armed emigrants, aſſembled without 
the kingdom, and the fatal conſpiracies which they 


apprehended internally threatened its Comeſtic peace; 


to intreat him to require the ele tor of Treves, or 


Mayence, and the other Princes of the empire, to iſſi e 


a prohibition to thoſe hoftile preparations and enrol- 
ments which were openly carried on by the emigrants 


on the frontiers; and to requelc that he would embo- 
dy a force ſufficient to compel the: m, in caſe of a re- 


fuſal. 
On the rTath of December the king repaired in per- 


ſon to the national aſſembly ; he acquainted them, that - 
he had taken their meſſage into deep conſideratior, 


and that on ſo important an occaſion be had thought it 
his duty to be the bearer of the anſwer. Re obferved, 
that he had long been of opinion, that the circumſtances 
of the nation required great circumſpection. Ne aſſured 
them that he had done every thing to recal the emi- 


grants to the boſom of their couutry, and to perſuade 
i | them 
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them to ſubmit to the new laws. He had employed 
both amicable intimations, and cauſed formal requiſi- 
tions to be made, to divert the neighbouring princes 
trom giving them a ſupport calculated to flatter their 
hopes and encourage them in their raſh deſigns. 

He obſerved, that the emperor had done all that 
could be expected from a faithful ally, by forbidding 


and diſperſing all aſſemblages within his ſtates. His 


meaſures at other courts, he ſaid, had not been equally 
ſucceſsful, and unaccommodating anſwers had been 
given to his juſt requiſitions, Thete unjuſt refuſals, he 
obſerved, called for reſolutions of another kind. As 
the repreſentative. of the people, he felt for their inju- 


ries, In conſequence, he had cauſed a declaration to 


be made to the elector of Lreves, that if before the 
I;th of January he did not put a ſtop within his ſtates 


to all hoſtile difpcktions-on part of the emigrants, 
he ſhouid be obliged to gontifler bim as the enemy of. 


France. The king added, that he ſhould order fimi- 
lar declarations to all who favoured aſſemblages which 
might menace the peace of the kingdom. 

To enable the nation, however, to prepare for that 
war in which they might find it neceſſary, after all 
theſe precautions, reluctantly to engage, the king ad- 
viſed an attention to the finances of the country, and 
the ſtrict obſervance of peace and unanimity.— He mo- 
deſtly alluded to the violence of thoſe who endeavour- 


ed to ſurround with diſguſts the exerciſe of that au- 


thority which was entruſted to him pledged himſelf 
faithfully to preſerve the depoſit of the conſtitution 
and to ſhew to all mankind that he felt how truly glo- 
rious it was to be the king of a free people. 

In the former part of this diſcourſe, where the king 
ſpeaks/ of having employed amicable intimations, aud 
exerted his perſonal influence with foreign powers, be 
might allude to a circumſtance which has only been 


publicly known ſince his death: So early as the month 


of March 1791, the emperor Leopold had formed at 
Mantua a ſecret plan, conſiſting of twenty-one articles 
the object of. which was to rc--Rablifi the Kapg in a 

| | . i WE 


his former authority: for this purpole the emperor 
was to enter France, in the month of July, at tie head 


of all his troops, while the frontiers were left totally 
defencelefs. The King prevented by his interpoſition 
this plan, and probably might induce the emperor to 


aſſume at leaſt that maſk of moderation and friendſhip 


which for ſome time he affected to wear. 
But however ſincere the king might be in his decla- 


rations, he was not fortunate enough to ſilence the 
voice of faction. The republican party in particular 


did not fail to take every advantage which the fears 
and ſuſpicions of the people aflorded to excite them 


deteſtation of the court, and of the little remains of. 
the ariſtocratic faction which exiſted in the kingdom. 
The negative which the king had unfortunately aff x- - 
ed to the decree.againſt the emigrants, and his tardi- 


neſs in ſanctioning that reſpecting the non-juring cler- 


gy, afforded the diſaffected and defigning too eaſy a- 


pretext to work on the «paſſions of the multitude. 


Addreſſes crowded in.from every part of the kingdom, 
abounding in commendations of the national aſſembly, 


and indicating their diſſatisfaction as to the conduct of 
the king and his miniſters. Moſt of theſe addreſſes 
were entered on the journals of the aſſembly, and were 
ſeconded by inflammatory ſpeeches from the more vio- 


lent members. M. Montmorin, unable to withſtand 
the ſtorm of popular violence, reſigned; M. Deleſſart 
was nominated to the department of foreign affairs, 
and M. Cahier de Gerville to that of the interior. In 
the beginning of December, alſo, M. du Portail was 
diſmiſſed from his office as miniſter of war, and M. 


Narbonne appointed in his room. The haſty diſmiſ- 


fion and impeachment of miniſters in conſequence of 
inflammatory harangues from popular orators, and 


without any hearing or inveſtigation, may be account- 
ed among the principal cauſes of the calamities of 
France. The rapid ſucceſſion of miniſters . 


them no time to remedy abuſes, or to make the necet- - 


ſary arrangements for the defence of the kingdom; the. 
tear of. impeachment _—_—— them cautious and ti- 
| e - F.. | | 
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mid, and directed their attention rather to the arts of 


acquiring popularity, than to the performance of their 


duty; rather to intriguing with the deſpicable jour- 
naliſts, who governed the mob of Paris, than to the 
actual ſervice of their king and country. | 

© Before the concluſion of the month of November, a 
circumſtance occurred which ſerved to put in motion 
the two parties which were ſhortly to divide the king- 
dom, the conſtitutionaliſts and the republicans ; and 
the event might have ſhewn in whoſe favour the ba- 


lane was likely to preponderate. The mayoralty of 


the judicious and patriotic M. Bailly terminated in the 
month of November—The once popular La Fayette 
appeared as a candidate to ſucceed him, and it was ge- 
nerally underſtood that he wax ſupported by the court 
—He was however oppoſed by a violent Jacobin and 
a declared republican, M. Petion. It is almoſt unne- 
ceſſary to ſtate the iſſue of the conteſt, and to add 
that M. Petion was elected mayor of Paris by a great 
majority, | 

As melancholy experience had evinced the increaſing 


credit and power of the Jacobins; as it was evident 


that, by gaming an aſcendancy over the minds of the 
populace, that pernicious ſociety was enabled to con- 
troul even the aſſembly itſelf; as the only means of a- 
verting the dreadful confequences with which the na- 

tion was threatened by the diſorganizing principles a- 
vowed by the-leaders of that club, the friends of the 
conſtitution and of the monarch endeavoured to coun- 
teract its influence, by a new inſtitutton of a ſimilar 
kind, but profeſſing principles more moderate, and 
conſequently more calculated to preſerve the tranquil- 
lity and happinefs of the nation. As the new ſociety 
aflembled in the vacant convent of Feuillans, it recei- 
ved its name, as well as the Jacobin club, from the 
place of its meeting. It was compoſed of the moſt ac- 
tive and moſt reſpectable members of the conſtituent 
aſſembly, among whom were M. M. d' Andre, Bar- 
nave, the Lameths, Du Part, Rabaud, Sieves, Cha- 
pelier, Thouret, Labord, Taleyrand, Monteſquieu, 
Beaumetz, &c. to theſe may be added two 3 
; 8 : - f an N 
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and ſixty-fix members of the exiſting aſſembly, and a- 
bout eight hundred and eighty other reſpectable cis 
tlzens. c 5 8 a 
The republican party and the Jacobins could not 
behold this new affociation without ſecret diſquiet. 
It was evidently formed to diſeoucert their conſpiracies, 
and to open the eyes of the public to their true inte- 
reſt. As they deſpaired of vanquiſhing it by the force 
of reaſorr and truth, they determined to employ that 
blind and deſperate mſtrument, the fole guidance of 
which they had long been labouring to acquire. The 
firſt alarm was on the 21ſt of December, when a large 
body of ruffians armed with clubs forced themſelves 


* 


into the hall of the Feuillans; they conunenced with 


direct threats to feveral of the members, with interrup- 
ting all diſcuſſion, and at length openly acknowledged 
that they were fent thither to effect the diſſolution of 
the ſociety. N TS 
A riot of a ſtill more ſerious nature was threatened 
on the 23d, and M. Charon tke prefident wrote to the 
mayor to requeſt that a commiſlaire- de police might 
be ordered to attend the meeting, for the purpoſe of 
preſerving the peace; but M. Petion, who was.indebt- 
ed for his own elevation: to the Jacobin club, could 


not be ſuppoſed to be extremely ardent in favour of 


its rival. He excutfed himfelt, by ſaying that he could 
not command the attendance of a commiſfaire, but 
that he would take every precaution in his power. 
At the inſtance of the commander of the national 
guard, however, M. Petion wrote to the commiſſaire 
de police, and requeſted his attendance. As the 
members of the ſociety came armed as well as the 
rioters, a tumult of a very fanguinary nature was ex- 


pected ; but happily, by the interpoſition of the mu- 
nicipal officer, a maſſacre was prevented. The rioters 


imperiouſly inſiſted pn the diſfolution of the club, and 
this by the other -party was contemptuoully: refuſed, 


On the exhortation of the peace officer, however, to 


ſeparate and depart from the ſcene of altercation, the 


lociety afforded the firſt example. of moderation, by 


quitting, 
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quitting its hall, and leaving their EL to the 
diſcretion of their opponents. 

The majority of the. affembly had, from theſe cir- 
cumſtances, an immediate opportunity of manifeſting 
its diſpoſition towards the new inſtitution. The vici. 
nity of their place of meeting to that of the legiſlative 
body, and the various committees, afforded M. Mer. 
lin (who had been imprudently attaeked by one of the 
guards) and others of the Jacobin faction, a ready ex- 
cuſe for inſiſting on their removal ; and a motion being 
made to that effect, it was unanimouſly decreed. Thus 
was victory at once declared in favour of the Jacobins, 
and ſucceſs by ſuch unworthy means only ſerved to 
encourage them to more atrocious proceedings. The 
conſtitutional party indeed were too late in their adop- 
tion of active meaſures. Their more diligent adver- 
ſaries had already obtained poſſeſſion of the public 


mind, and they entered the field only when the con- 


teſt was virtually decided. 
Theſe tranſactions afford a tolerably accurate pic- 
ture of the ſtate of parties in France, at the conclution 


of the year 1791. Its ſituation, with reſpect to foreign 
powers, became every day more and mere critical. 


The conduct of Leopold was a ſingular tiffue of in- 
conitſtency and deception. 
_ revoke the circular of Pavia, in copſequence of the 

king's acceptance of the "not to ge and yet exhort- 

ed the powers of Europe not to deſiſt from the mea- 
fures concerted between them, but to continue vigi- 
lant, and to declare that their Eoalition had ftill an ex- 
iſtence. 
the king of France, reviving the claims of the imperial 
vaſſals in Alſace and Lorraine; infiſting that no com- 
penſation could be accepted, but that matters ſhould 
be reſtored in every reſpect to their ancient ſituation; 
and acquainting the king that the emperor-conceived 
himſelf not only bound to interpoſe by ſolemn prctel- 
tation, “ but alſo to give to the injured @ll the aid 
which the dignity of the imperial court, and the main- 
"Renance of the wy conſtitution, . Wan 


„ 


He pretended formally to 


This declaration was followed by a letter to 


then 
term 
as W 
only 
fectl 
on t 
Aug 
# Þ 
decl: 
whic 
oth 
cem 
notic 
in an 
tor 
hoſti 
the e 
that 
gees 
as ha 
tries 
appr. 


ſtates 


prep: 
coulc 


Coun 
Care 
proce 


' FRENCH REVOLUTION. | 63 


—— — 


— — W —— 


more than ſatisfied with the mode of compenſation 
propoſed by the French. The prince of Loweſtein 
Feadily accepted of an indemnification, and the prince 
of Hohenloe, and the prince of- Salm-Salm, declared 


terms. The dukes of Wirtemberg, and Deux Ponts, 
as well as prince Maximilian, freely negociated, and 
only required, what in itſcif was no more than per- 
fectly reaſonable, the reimburſement of their revenues 
on the feudal rights in queſtion, from the 4th of 
Augult 1789. 


declaration to the European powers, the ſubſtance of 


which is given in a preceding paragraph, was dated 


.. W oth November, the letter to the king the zd of De- 
cember; and on the 21ſt of the ſame month an official 

| notice was delivered to the French miniſter at Vienna, 
in anſwer to the French king's notification to the elec- 
tor of Treves, which more directly manifeſted the 
ages intentions of the imperial court. It ſtated, that 

the elector had given notice to the court of Vienna, 


that he had adopted, with reſpect to the French refu- 


gees and emigrants, the ſame principles and regulations 
as had been put in force in the Auſtrian Low Coun» 
tries; that notwithſtanding this, the elector was ſtill 
apprehevſive that the tranquillity of his frontiers and 
ſtates would be diſturbed by France; and that in con- 
ſequence of this notification, the emperor had been 


conſtrained to order marihal Bender to march to the 


lates of his electoral highneſs ſpeedy and effectual ſuc- 
cours, in caſe Ee ſhouid be attacked with hoſtile in- 
curtions, or even imminently menaced with ſuch. 

As it was a well-known fact that the French emigrants 
were aſſembled in immenſe force, and with every hoſtile 
preparaticn, in the electorate z as ſuch an arrangement 


could not be with amicable intentions towards their 


country; and as the emperor, by this official notice, de- 
Gared his intentions of protectivg the elector in theſe 
p. occedings 5, his views with reſpect to Fa could be 


- NO. 


While ſuch were the pretences of Leopold, it ap- 
peared that the German princes, in general, were 


themſelves equally ready to treat upon the ſame 


The deſigns of Leopold gradually unfolded. T he 
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no longer miſtaken. In the letter which the French king 
tranſmitted to the aſſembly, incloſing the notice of the 
Court of Vienna, he expreſſed his aſtoniſhment not leig 
than his regret. - He conceived that he had a right tg 
recken on the good intentions of the emperor ; and 
added, that he could not yet believe that his diſpoſ. 


tions were changed, but wiſhed to perſuade himſelf of 
that the court of Vienna had been deceived reſpecting E 
the. ſtate of facts, and had been made to ſuppoſe that punt 
the elector of Treves had fulfilled in reality all tte A 
duties of juſtice and good neighbourhood. In the an- A* 


ſwer which the king returned to the emperor, he ſaid, F. 
he had reminded that monarch that nothing was de- : 

manded of him, but what France had afforded an ex- 77 
ample of, and that the French nation had taken im. p. 


mediate care to prevent the hoſtile aſſembling of the pe 
refugees from Brabant, when they attempted it in the N. 
neighbourhood of the Auſtrian Netherlands; at tlie Ci 
ſame time he confirmed his former declaration, th: 8 


it, after the period already fixed, the elector of Trexes 111 
ſhould not have really and effectually diſperſed the de 
hoſtile aſſemblages which exiſted in bis ſtates, nothing . 


would prevent the king from propofing to the nation 3 
to employ the force of arms to conſtrain it. Pe 


As the intentions of Leopold therefore could be no 
longer doubted, the preparations for war were renew- 
ed with redoubled vigour. By an act of the legifla- | 
ture, the king had previouſly. been requeſted to cor ſer TI 
on M. M. Rochambeau and Luckner the dignity of f 
marſhals of France, and M. la Fayette had proceeded . 
to aſſume an important command on the confines of . 


Germany. The war miniſter, M. Narbonne, made 50 f. 
the circuit of the frontiers, to inſpect perſonally th: N. 


ſtate of the army there. New levies were immediatc- 
ly ordered, and the whole country aſſumed the garb of E. 
of war. . | "ma 

Though the ſpirit of the nation was not depreſſed M 


| | | 8 or e 
by the proſpect of impending hoſtilities, ſtill, if the CE 
ſtate of the finances be confidered, war could not be Frend 
contemplated without the moſt ſerious apprehentiiors tory 


The extraordinary reſources kad all proved hitherto 
| 3 inadequat⸗ 


* 
. * 
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; ys 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 63 
. F02dcquate to the !14nidation of the public debt. On 
. he 29th of December, twenty millions of Hvrés were 
| ted by the aſſembly, which the miniſter at war in- 


ormed them, on the ſucceeding day, muſt be all ap- 


br propriated to the deficit of 1791, and not to the ex- 
. Nerces of 1792. 
ä M. Lafond on the ſame day preſented a general eſ- 


mate, from the particular eſtimates of the ſeveral 
miniſters, of the expences of 1792: | 
Livres. 


. Appendage of the princes - - F, ooo, ooo 
& Eh - ''- <-> Sa008 
7 Foreign affairs 2252525255 „ 6,000,000 
1 Marine and colomes = = - -  - = 43,000,000 
*. General adminiſtration — - .- - F jʒooo, ooo 
de Public worſhip - = - - -. -.'- 81,000,000 
* Penſions to ecclefiaſtics = - 68, ooo, oo 
0 National aſſemb - - - - F, ooo, ooo 
; Civil liſ - = = = - - » =- - 25,000,000 
. Bridges and roads 4, oo, oo 
4 tigh national court and court of appeal 450,000 


Schools and academies - =- =» - < 1,000,000 
. Intereſt of public debt =- - 25,000,000 
Life annuities - = - - = 100, ooo, ooo 
Perpetual annuities = =- - = - - 300,000,000 


0 
* | — — 
a Total +« 663,671,060 
4 N 3 „„ * 
£ He then preſented an eſtimate of the ordinary ways 


1 Wo means; confiſting of land-tax, tax on perſonal 
f Boperty, patents, ſtamps, &c. taken at 5 30, ooo, ooo. 
The remaining ſum of 133, 6c, ooo was to be provided 
„br from the fund of extraordinaries, f 
Notwithſtanding previous appearances, the year 
oz opened with fair but delutive omens to the peace 


of Europe and the liberties of France. Leopold again 
; MW vavered or prevaricated. Unprepared for the attack, 


er confident that his deep and finifter policy would be 
lucceſsful in amuſing the aſſembly, his language to the 


French miniſters at Vienna and Bruſſels was contradic- 
boy to his former public declarations; indeed, con- 


trary 
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trary to his actual conduct, it was pacific and conrcils. i 


atory : thus, while a cordon of troops was gradually 
forming on the frontier of the Netherlands, the ſolemn 
proteſtations of the emperor aſſerted them to be in- 
| tended merely for the purpoſe of precaution and de. 
fence. M. de Sainte Croix, who had been diſpatched 
as an envoy extraordinary to the elector of Trevez, 
was received by that prince with the moſt perfect cor- 
diality and reſpect. The emigrants were prohibited 
from continuing their military exerciſes, and the elcc-* 
tor pledged himſelf by the ſtrongeſt aſſurances to the 
French miniſter, that within eight days the hoſtile af. 
ſemblages in his dominions ſhould be entirely difper- 
ſed. All military ſtores and even horſes for the emi- 
grants were prohibited; and he declared, that in every 
reſpect it was his moſt ardent wiſh to maintain perpe- 
tual peace and amity. with France. | 
Ihe people, more ſincere than their ſovereigns, wil- 
Ingly ſeconded this diſpoſition. In many towns the 
emigrants were ignominiouſly expelled by the popu: 
lace; and the prince of Conde was compelled by the 
magiſtrates of Worms to leave that city tor fear of in- 
ſurrection. While their enemies thus appeared to be 
cruſhed or removed, the apprehenſions of the French 
for their own frontier were completely diſpelled by the 
report of the war miniſter on his return from his tour. 
The fortreſſes were repreſented as being in a moſt re- 
ſpectable ſtate, and the patriotiſm of the ſoldiery ex- 
ceeded every expectation that the moſt ſanguine frierd 
of his country could form. The credit of the paper 
currency experienced an immediate rite from theſc fa- 
vourable appearances ;, and manufactures and agricul- 
ture began once more to flouriſh. The accounts from 
the colonies were leſs encouraging. The dreadful re- 
volt of the negroes at cape Francois had indeed pr. 
duced a temporary ceffation of the diſſenſions » h 
exiſted between the white inhabitants of St Lomin- 
go and the people of colour; and an ad al con- 
cordat, or agreement, had been entered into by tie 
two parties. The ſucceſſes of the free inhabitauts 
thus united againſt the revolted negroes were po ; 
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but every new inſtance of ſucceſs but added to the ca- 
lamity of individuals, as it was a deſtruction of pro- 
perty. It affords matter for aſtoniſhment, that the 
moſt ſevere. calamities are e to 
deftroy the force of prejudice. That rancorous ſpirit 
which prevailed in the white coloniſts, that contempt 
in which they continued to hold the people of colour, 
was repreſſed, but not exgnguiſhed, by the concor- 
dat. While the ratification of this contract was ſtill 
in agitation, a private quarrel ſerved once more o re- 
kindle the flames of civil war. On the 16th of No- 
vember the ſections of Port au Prince were aſſembled 
for the purpoſe of deliberating on the execution of the 
concordat, and the forming of a new provincial aſ- 
ſembly, to which the people of colour ſhould have 
equal admiſſion with the white inhabitants. At the 
very moment in which this important queſtion was in 
agitation, a free negro quarrelled with a white cannon- 
ier. The ſoldier drew his ſword ; but the ſuperior 
force of the negro wreſted it from him, and broke it 
in pieces. For this offence the negro was apprehend- 
ed; he was immediately tried, condemned, and hang- 
ed, in oppoſition to the moſt urgent and humble en- 
treaties of the people of colour, who only requeſted 
that the execution of the ſentence might at leaſt be 
| ſuſpended. Rn | | 7 | 
The conſequence of this haſty and imprudent act 
was, that the people of colour fired on the cannon- 
iers; the white coloniſts flew inſtantly to arms, and 
the conteſt was renewed with all its former fury. The 
facceeding day the town of Port au Prince was ſet on 
fire by ſome unknown incendiaries, and twenty-eight 
lots, making two-fifths of the whole, were totally 
conſumed. The ſubſequent hiſtory of this diſtracted 
colony is nothing but a repetition of crimes and diſaſ- 
ters. The iſland, divided into three parties, has con- 
tinued a prey to its inteſtine diviſions. The revolted 
negroes have ſtil] maintained their ground. The peo- 
ple of colour have either remained undecided and inac- 
tive, or have taken the part of the inſurgents. Even 
the troops which were ſent 8 to reſtore tranquillity, 


Vor. II. have 


Po 
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have in ſome meaſure been corrupted, while the white 
inhabitants have diſplayed unequivocal marks of coun- 
ter- revolutionary principles. ; | 


As but little hope appeared of the emigrants return- 


ing to their country, and as the veto of the king had 


cauſed much diſcontent in the nation, the aſſembly 
proceeded to ſtronger meaſures, and a decree of accu- 


lation of high treaſon was paſſed againſt the brothers 


of the king, the prince of Conde, M. Calonne, and 
Mirabeau the younger; and as, notwithſtanding the 
profeſſions of the emperor, reports had gone forth 


that a congreſs was to be formed by Auſtria and Pruſ- 
ſia for the purpoſe of ſubverting, or modifying at leàſt, 
the French conſtitution, a decree was paſſed by the 


legiſlature, and immediately ſanctioned by the king, 
which pronounced every Frenchman infamous, and 


guilty of high treaſon, who ſhould directly or indirect- 
ly take any pait in fuch meaſures, or who ſhould, in 
any reſpect, unite with thoſe whoſe object was a mo- 


dification of the exiſting eonſtitution. 
The principal misfortune, however, that afflicted 


France, at this juncture, was the parties which exiſted 


within its boſom, and which precipitated rapidly one 
after another the miniſters from their ſtations. M. De- 
leſſart was accuſed, and M. Bertravd declared by a 


vote of the aſſembly unworthy of being employed. 
While the -republican party were thus obtaining à 


gradual aſcendancy in the aſſembly, and taking advan- 


tage of every circumſtance that could increaſe their 


power, the more deſperate among them were inſidi- 
oully employed in diſperſing rumours among the peo- 


ple, atrociouſly ſlanderous of the king and the exiſting 


government. Pikes were openly manufactured in dif- 
ferent parts of the city, and avowedly diſtributed 
among the populace, under the ſpecious pretext of ar- 


ming them againſt the enemies of liberty. On the 15th 
of February, therefore, the king thought it neceſſary 


expreſsly to deny, in a ſpirited letter to the mayor 


and municipality, all the charges which were circula- 
ted againſt him, relative to his ſuppoſed diſaffection to 
the conſtitution; the municipality alſo, nearly about 


the 


— 
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the ſame period, paſſed a reſolution prohibiting the 
| citizens from Keeping ſtores of concealed arms in 
their houſes. 
In one inſtance, 1 it ug be confeſſed that 
the Jicobin and republican party evinced ſuperior ſa- 
gacity, and ſhewed that they were poſſeſſed of either 
better information, or-more honeſty, than their oppo- 
nents. They penetrated more. ſucceſsfully the deſigns - 
of Leopold, and ſaw that the falſe ſerenity which pre- 
vailed at the commencement of the year only preced- 
ed a ſtorm ;z and that it was a mere delufion created 
by that craſty prince to lull the ſpizit of France into a 
fatal tranquillity. Not uninformed probably of the 
actual grounds of the treaty of Pilnitz, they ſaw that 
an alliance of fuch extent was not likely to vaniſh in 
vapour; the reaſons ſtil! exiſted in which it originated; 
with this opinion the preparations of Auſtria and Pruf: - 
ſia entirely correſponded ; and while no motive of ſuf- - 
ficient weight had occured to induce the combination 
to lay aſide their proſpect, there was an obvious rea- 
ſon for the concealment of it, and that was, that it 
was evidently not yet ripe for execution. At their in- 
ſtance, therefore, the military preparations were car- 
ried on with vigour; at their inſtance a decifive anſwer * 
was demanded from Leopold, and a. period was fixed, 
after which his ſilence was to be conſtrued into a de- 
claration of war. The court itſelf indeed was not with- - 
out its alarms; for marſhals Luckner and Rochambean, . 
and M. la Fayette, were ordered to Paris, towards 
the latter end of February, to concert with the execu- 
tive power concerning the proper arrangements for 
the defence of the country; a conſiderable promotion 
of officers was made, and even a marine equipment 
was ordered, in expettation that ſome naval power - 
might be induced to join the confederacy. What was 
ſcarcely conjecture in the preceding month, was con- 
verted almoſt into certainty on the 2d of March, 
when the miniſter for foreign affairs laid before the 
aſſembly the late correſpondence with the emperor. . 
Befiides the papers which we have already noticed, it 
. a note from prince Kaunitz, dated January 
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at Paris, a»4 dated February 1 7th. 


5th, 1792, Pe that though the elector of Treves 
had ſeriouſly refolved to enforce the regulations adopt- 
ed by the emperor againit the emigrants, ſtill the 
French king had aſlembled three armies, and that vio- 
lent declamations had been permitted in the French 


clubs againft all the ſovereigns of Europe. 


'The rcading.of this paper was followed by an ex- 
tract from the inſtructions of the miniſter to M. Noail- 
les, the Frevch ambaſſador at Vienna, dated January 
21ſt, in which an explanation was required of the or- 
ders given to general Bender, and of the meaning 
of the expreffion employed by the emperor—“ The 
ſovereigns united for the ſafety and honour of crowns.” 

The moſt important paper, however, was a diſpatch 
from prince Kaunitz to the imperial charge des affaires 
It was penned 
with - ſtudied ambiguity—The emperor made many 
proteſtations of his defire to preſerve peace, but fill 


_ avowed the engagements which he had formed with 


other powers for preſerving inviolate the monarchy of 
France. While he profeſſed his apprehenſions for the 
ſafety of the king, the diſpatch was charged with ſuch 
expreſſions as appeared ſtudioufly calculated to irri- 


tate the people, and precipitate his ruin. It inveigh- 


ed, in the moſt unqualified terms, againſt the republi- 
can ſpirit, and the Jacobin ſocicties ; and inſtead of 
foothing or conciliating the paſſions of the multitude, 
it appeared only calculated to urge them to ſome act 
of deſperation. 

Theſe papers were accompanied by a letter from 
the Pruſſian envoy at Paris, avowing the intimate uni- 
on and connexion which ſubſifted between the two 
courts, and the entire acauicſcence of bis maſter in 
the Auſtrian memorials. By another communication 
from the miniſter, it was underſtood, that the impe- 
rial troops in the Netherlands amounted to fifty-five 
thouſand in January, and that as foon as they ſhould 
be joined by the ſeveral bodies which were ordered to 
march, they would amount to upwards of ninety Ho: 
ſand. The miniſter concluded by faying, that th 


King had inſtruced! tis ambaflader at Vienna to repre- 
« oY lent. 
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ſent, that it became neither the dignity nor the inde- 
pendance of France to enter into any diſcuſſion con- 
cerning her internal affairs; that the meaſures of Auſ. 
tria and Pruſſia, having no explicit object, could only 
ſerve to create jealouſy and. diſtruſt z and that, if the 
emperor was fincere in his profeſſions, he would ſhew 
it by reducing his troops in the Netherlands to the 
peace eſtabliſnment in 1791, which would be imme- 
diately followed by a fimilar proceeding on the part 
of the French. 8 e 5 e 
The fallacious calm which had pervaded the nation 
and the aſſembly, was, on the publication of theſe 
diſpatches, changed into a tempeſt of rage and reſent- 
ment. The miniſter, Deleſſart, was charged with ha- 
ving deceived the natian ; the various communications 
from foreign powers were treated as little better than 
forgeries, and the miniſter for foreign affairs was con- 
fidered as being a party in the fraud: to many it ap- 
peared, that war itſelf was a leſs formidable evil than 
the enormous expences in which a continued ſtate of 
alarm involved the nation; and ſome. even went ſo far 
as to regard the menaces of the confederacy as empty _ 
threats; and as concerted ſolely to increaſe the dif. . 
treſſes of the nation, by deranging its finances. 
Wdile the indignation of the popular party in the 
aſſembly was directed againſt M. Bertrand, miniſter 
of the marine, and M. Deleſſart, miniſter for. foreign 
affairs, the court, under the influence, as was con- 
fielently ſuſpected, of the houſe of . Auſtria, deter- 
mined on the diſmiſſion of M. Narbonne from the 
war department; and of M., Cahier de' Gerville - 
from that of the interior. M. de Grave was ap- 
pointed as. ſucceſſar to M. Narbonne, whoſe diſmiſſion 
was both reſented and refiſted by the leading mem- 
bers of the aſſembly. M. Sage moved, that M. Nar- 
bonne carried with him the regret of the national aſ- 
ſembly ;?? and on a motion of cenſure, by M. Cam- 
bon, on the miniſters who adviſed the king to retain - 
M. Bertrand in his ſervice, after he had loſt- the pub- 
lie confidence, M. Cahier de Gerville was:expreſsly - 
&xcepted.. Nothing indeed could be more W D 
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the court than both theſe meaſures. It was as abſurd 
as it was uſeleſs to endeavour to ſupport the miniſter 
of marine, however innocent,. againſt the voice and 
feelings of a majority of the legiſlature; and conſider- 
ing that the. temper of the aſſembly rather led them in 
general to derange the miniſtry, than to vote for their 
continuance in office, the king ought to have tejoiced ' 

that any of his ſervants enjoyed a portion of their con- 

fidence, and ought certainly not to have ſet them the 

example himſelf of diſſolving the adminiftration. 

Theſe meaſures were followed, in the ſame fitting, 

by the impeachment of M. Deleſſart. He was accuſed 

by M. Briſſot of omitting to give information to the 

. aſſembly of the concert formed among foreign powers 

| againſt the liberty and independence of France; of not 
preſſing the meaſures proper for the ſafety and defence 

bf the nation; of having given to prince Kaunitz de- 

| tails on the fituation. of the kingdom, calculated to 


eonvey an improper idea; of having meanly ſued for 
| peace; and of having refuſed to obey the decrees of 
* the national aſſembly. In conſequence of a decree 
| | paſſed againſt him, M. Deleſſart was apprehended, and 
conducted to Orleans to be tried by the high national 
court. There is every reaſon to believe that this un- 
| fortunate miniſter was ſubſtantially innocent; but the 
tide of faction, from a variety of unfavourable cir- 
cumſtances, ran hard againſt him. He may indeed be 
confidered as having fallen a facrifice to the indigna- 
tion which the crooked and deceitful conduct of Leo- 
pold excited; to the temporizing politics of the mild 
and undecided Lonis; and to that fineſſe which has 
been ſo long attached to the French character, that 
perhaps even republican ſentiments will not eafily era- 
dicate it. Theſe circumſtances prevented him from 
acting with that decifive openneſs, and boldneſs of 
character, which the rectitude of his conduct might 
have inſpired. He was the firſt victim to that deſpe- 
rate faction which has fince deluged France with 
blood; and the aſſembly, by paſſing a decree of accu- 
fation againſt a citizen, without firſt hearing him in 
His own defence, have fixed an indelible blot TT 
On? 2 | | | ol 
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their records, and afforded a fatal ſpecimen of that 
prompt and haſty puniſhment which has ſince exhibit> 
ed the juridical proceedings of that nation as an ob- 
ject of deteſtation and contempt to the world. 

The impeachment of M. Deleſſart ſo completely 
terrified the marine miniſter, M. Bertrand, that he 


loſt no time in requeſting leave to give in his reſignation. | 


Thus the miniſtry was at once completely diffolved; 
and yet, unpermanent and difficult as the fituation 


was, the conteſt to ſupply the vacant offices. ſerved 


ſtil] farther to divide the diſtracted empire, 

While France was thus agitated by internal faction, 
and the apprehenſion of a foreign attack, th litics 
of Europe once more appeared to vibrate in favour of 


peace, by the ſudden death of the emperor of Ger- 


many. This event happened on the firſt of March; 
and from the ſuddenneſs of the attack, and the nature 
of the complaint, violent ſuſpicions were at firſt en- 


tertained that he owed his death to poiſon. The 


complaint-entirely affected the ſtomach and the inte. 
tines, his body ſwelled to an enormous degree, and 
his bowels literally burſt. The accuſation of poiſon 
was naturally directed againſt the French party ; but 
the whole ſuſpicion was ſoon removed by the narrative 
of his diſeaſe, which was publiſhed by authority, and 


which aſcribed: the fatal event to a rheumatic fever. 
—By thoſe, however, who pretended to have better 


means of information, it was aſſerted, that the uſe of 
certain ſtimulant medicines, which this prince was in 
the habit of employing, produced this dreadful effect; 


and terminated a life of ſuch apparent importance to 


the politics.of Europe. 


As a. man, Leopold was generally conſidered as a 


debauched and ſenſual character; as a prince, he was 
certainly poſſeſſed of ability; and though his princi- 
ples were deſpotie, it muſt be. confeſſed, that in ge- 
neral he made ufe of his power for the good of his 
ſubjects. His political career, while grand duke of 
Tuſcany, was marked by wiſdom and moderation. 
He ſimplified the laws, he remitted the moſt grievous 
of the public burdens, and his regard to the adminiſ- 


tration: 
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tration of juſtice was ſuch, that he allowed, and even 
encouraged, appeals to himſelf, wherever any party 
conceived himſelf injured, in the courſe of a proceſs in 
the ordinary court of law. He had the merit of re. 
ſtoring peace to the empire, as well as to Auſtria aud 


the Netherlands, notwithſtanding the diſtreſs and con- 


fuſion in which he found them all involved, by the 
imprudent adminiftration of his predeceſſor. His po- 
litical wiſdom and general ſagacity were certainly far 
above the ordinary ſtandard of hereditary monarchs, 
The ſoundneſs of his judgment, and his regard to his 
people, were ſtrongly evinced by one trait=—he loved 
peace. How far his conduct in unitifg with the confe- 

leracy of princes againſt the liberties of France, may 
be fairly cited in contradiction to this aſſertion, we 
are ſcarcely qualified to decide, unleſs we were better 
informed as to the motives and the extent of that eon- 
federacy. Leopold might be influenced by family 
confiderations ; he might be deceived with falſe repre- 


ſentations as to the actual ſtate of France; he might 


be prompted by the intrigues of another power, 


whole inſidious policy Europe will long have occahtion., 


to regret : or, after all, he might nat be ſerious in his 
intentions of commeneing offenſive meaſures, and 
might flatter himſelf that the dread of a powerful com- 
bination might enable him to obtain better terms for 
the royal family than the conſtitution of 1789 afford- 
ed. With all his public virtues, 'we are under a ne- 


ceſſity of recording one indelible blemiſh on his cha- 


racter His notorious duplicity rendered him at onee 
an object of univerſal abhorrence and contempt ; and 
it was even aſſerted, by an eminent ſpeaker in the Bri- 


Tiſh ſenate, intimately connected with adminiſtration, . 


that no man would take his word for a ſingle day.” 
The aſcendency which the Jacobin club had obtain- 
ed by their victory over the Feuillans, and ſtill more 


by the impeachment of M. Deleſſart, rendered. their 


_ authority abſolute in every thing that concerned the po- 
litics of France, The court ſeemed at this moment to 
relinquiſh every thought of reſiſtance, and to ſail with 


the tide. This was ſoon evinced in the nd Wants} 
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ef miniſters; M. Dumourier and M. Lacoſte, two of 
the leading Jacobins being nominated to the vacant 
departments of foreign affairs and the marine. As the 
rame of the former will frequently occur in the courſe 
of cur narrative, we embrace the opportunity of his firſt 
appearance in a public capacity, to give ſome account 
of * extraordinary character. 
Dumourier was born about the year 13 39, and 

is, we have been informed, of a noble but not an opu- 
lent family. His father was a commſaire de guerre, 
and was a man of education and contliderable talents, 
as is evident from a traſlation of the Sechia rapita of 
Taſſopi, and ſomt other poems, which have preſerved 
his name in the annals of literature. As it was almoſt 
a point of neceſſity, that every gentleman in France, 
under the old government, ſhoutd be at one time or 
other of his life a ſoldier, young Dumourier com- 
menced-his military career at a very early period, and 
was wounded and made priſoner in the battle of Cloſ- 
ter camp. By nature enterprifing and active, the next 
opportunity that offered for the diſplay of bis diſtin- 
guiſhed talents was in the year 1770, when the firſt in- 
famous partition of Pojand was planned and executed | 
by a banditti of deſpots; on this occaſion M. Du- 
mourier appeared on the fide of liberty, at the head 
of a battalion of French yolunteers, and is faid to have 
performed ſome deſperate and able fervices to the re- 
public, The event of that unpropitions conteſt is too 
well known, and too deeply lamented by every friend 
of juſtice and of freedom. M. Dumourier had, how- 
ever, ſo far ſucceeded for his perſonal views, that he 

was immediately noticed by Louis XV. and was ſent 
into Sweden in 1772, with M. Favier and two others, 
25 confidentially by the king, and unknown to the miniſ- 
try, when the great revolution was to be effected in 
chat kingdom; the plan of which was laid in the cabi- 
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r vate intelligence to the king, that the object was ef- 
: fected, before the miniſters had received an y diſpatch 


h from their agents. His promptitude an4 ability, how- 
erer, ory ferved to awaken the jea.culy of the coun 
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tiers, and on his return, in reward for his ſervices, be 
was committed to the Baſtille. His continuance there, | 


| we have reaſon to think, was however not long. 


In the late war, M. Dumourier was lieutenant go- 
'vernor of Cherburgh, and is faid-to have offered a plan 
to the miniſter, M. Vergennes, by which he undertook 
with a handful of men; to furpriſe the iſland of Jerſey 
and the. other Britiſh poſſeſſions in that quarter; but, 
for what reaſon we know not, the propulal was rejected. 

From the firſt dawn of the revolution, M. Dumou- 
rier ſtudied to ingratiate himſelf with the people; and, 
to render himfelf more acceptable to them, is ſaid to 
have diſclaimed the nobility of his anceſtry. As the 

acobin club was the great theatre for talents and am- 
ition, he ſoon became an active and diſtinguiſhed: 


member, and by their influence eftabliſhed himſelf in 


the important, and, at this period, very reſponſible ſi - 

tuation of minifter for foreign affairs. | 
The French king, as a further teftimony of his at. 

tention to the will of the people, diſmiſſed the Swits 


guards on the 15th of March; and on that day the 


guard appointed by the conſtitution entered. upon 
The death of the emperor, inſtead ef protracting, 
appears to have accelerated hoſtilities between Auſtna- 
and France. The young king of Hungary, Francis I, 
was ſcarcely ſeated upon the throne, when he. defired 


a conference with the Pruſſian miniſter Biſchoffwerder, 


and directed him to inform his maſter, that he was de- 
termined ſtrictly and literally to adhere to the conven- 
tion of Pilnitz. The preparations on the part of the 


French, in the mean time, proceeded with alacrity; 
and the new miniſter; M. Dumourier, declared in the 
--Facobin club, that he would, in his negociations with 


Auſtria, direct them to the point of obtaining, with- 


out delay, a ſolid peace or a deciſive war. 


On the 22d of March a decree of ſequeſtration was 


-paſſed againſt the property of the emigrants, ſaving 


however the right of creditors to be reimburfed their 
demands; and Tuch as returned within the' ſpace of 
one month were to be re-eſtabliſhed in the 2 
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of their eſtates, ſubjected, however, to a proportion- 
ate tax to defray the expences of the armament, which 
their emigration had occaſioned. By an additional de- 
cree, they were deprived of the rights of active citi- 


ſuch of them as ſhould not return within a month, 
were deprived of thoſe privileges for ten years. | 

5 The ſacceedinig day the king announced the ap- 
pointment of three more of the popular party to the 
miniſtry, viz. M. Garnier, miniſter of juſtice, in the 
room of M. Duport du Tertre; M. Roland, minifter of 
the interior, inſtead of M. Cahier de Gerville; and M. 
Claviere, miniſter of finance, in the room of M. Tarbe. 


club, which at this period ſeems to have poſſeſſed the 

entire confidence of the nation. The vigorous mea- 

ſures purſued by the aſſembly had alſo the happieſt ef- 

fects both upon public credit and upon the minds of 

le emigrants, upwards of four hundred having paſſed 
through Liſle on their return in one day. 


; The diſpatches which were received, in anſwer to, 
"WW the requifition made by M. Deleffart to the court of 
. MW Vienna, and which were fubmitted to the aſſembly on 
. the 29th of March by the new miniſter, M. Dumou- 


I. Gier, amounted almoſt to a declaration of war. Prince 
q unitz, in a memorial dated 18th of March, in the 
name of his maſter, the king of Hungary, began with 


2 ſtating, that the king had fully adopted the political 
1. ſtem, of the late emperor, and would explain himſelf 
ze with that frankneſs which became a great power. He 


_, Werecriminated on the French the charge of aſſembling 
troops upon the frontiers; and added, that the king 
n Def Hungary and the princes of Germany might per- 
h. Nbaps think it neceſſary to aſſemble ſtill greater numbers 


to maintain their internal peace againſt the example of- 


France, and the criminal machinations of the Jacobins. 


be The reſt of the paper was in a fimilar ſtyle of haughti- 
i Nneſs and outrage, and concluded with obſerving that 
of the ſound and principal part of the nation, in other 
n words, the ariſtocratic faction, would confider as a 


conſoling proſpect the exiſtence of a concert, * 


zens for two years after their return to France; and 


The new miniſters were all members of the Jacobin 


* 


* 


76 HISTORY OF THE 

of which were worthy of their confidence. Notwith. 
ſtanding the indignation which ſo inſolent an addreſs 
muſt neceffarily have produced, M. Dumourier, with 
great temper and magnanimity, entreated the aſſembly 


to wait in tranquillity for the categorical anſwer of 


the court of Vienna, which he expected in the courſe 
of a few days: and this recommendation of the miniſ- 
ter was unanimouſly aſſented to. | 2 
The vigorous and ſpirſted conduct of M. Dumourier 
extracted from the king of Sardinia a more moderate 
and favourable reply. He aſſured the miniſter in ge- 
neral terms, that his troops were actually below the 
peace eſtabliſhment, and that he permitted no hoſtile 
_ afſemblages of the emigrants within his dominions. 
We haye already expatiated on the general charac- 
ter of the ſecond national aſſembly, and we ſhall ſoon 
have too many inſtances to record in confirmation of 
its imbecility. An attention to trifles has marked too 
many of its deliberation, and ſuch an attention is the 
ſureſt mark of incapacity.. Of the abſurdity of admit- 
ting the populace to the galleries of the aſſembly, per- 
mitting them to applaud the ſpeakers, and in a man- 
ner. to take a part in the deliberations, it would be un- 
.Juſt to accuſe this body, ſince it was among the errors 
of the conſtituent aſſembly ;_ but eertainly no one cir- 
cumſtance has contributed more to the misfortunes of 
France. It was eaſy for any active and unprincipled 
faction to aſſemble a mob, and to fill the galleries, 


when any meaſure was either to be carried or reſiſted. 


But this was not the whole extent of the evil; the va- 
nity incident to human nature in general, and which 
has been conſidered as characteriſtic of Frenchmen, 
converted the Jegiſlators of a great nation into mere 
actors; thęir debates conſiſted more of popular decla- 
mation than of wiſe and temperate inquiry, and their 
ſpeeches were addreſſed to the ears of the galleries, 
rather than to the underſtandings of the deputics: 
connected with this deſtructive mode of proceeding 
has been the practice of voting decrees and reſolutions 
by acclamation ; a practice which utterly excluded all 
the influence of reaſon, and whfch was more pies 
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to the paſtimes of children than the deliberations of 
philoſophers or legiſlators. _ 

-A' ſingular inſtance in donkumation of theſe reflec- 
tions occurred on the 6th of April, when the commit- 
tee of public inſtruction having moved the ſuppreſſion 
of the monaſtiꝭ orders, one of the popular ecelefiaſtics, 
to entrap the applauſe of the galleries, moved an ad- 

ditionakdecree to 26 rol all diſtinction of dreſs both 
eccleftaſtical and monki A moſt indecent ſcene fol- 
lowed this motion—biſhop. Fauchet pulled off his ca- 
lotte, and another biſhop depoſited his croſs of gold 
upon the table as a patriotic gift Many irreligious al- 
luſions were indulged in, and it was /o/emnly decreed 
by the legiſlature of a great nation, that all eccicfhaitt» 
cal marks of diſtinction, except M the actual celebra- 
tion of divine worſhip, ſhould be aboliſhed. _ 

The aſſembly on the xgth afforded an example of 
more enlightened and liberal policy. In the evening 
ſitting, a letter was read from Meſſrs Baur, merchants 
of I  ſcilles, which announced that M. Marchand, 
commander of the Solide, had diſcovered four new 
Hands in the Indian ſeas, of which he had taken poſ- 
ſeſſion in the name of the French nation, and of Louis 
XVI. The iſlands were full of people, and abounded 
in animal aud vegetable productions. The ſpeech of 
M. Lueinay, on. this occaſion, is worthy 70 being re- 
corded. 

« It is a LE problem,”? ſaid he, « whthes the 
diſcovery of America has been uſeful to Europe; but 
certainly America has greatly ſuffered by the diſcovery. 
The iſlands diſcovered by M. Marchand are peopled 
—if there was but one man there, he is maſter of the 
ile, which he inhabits. With what right can a peo- 
ple, who renounces all conqueſt, take poſſeſſion of an 
iſland which does not belong to them by any poſſible 
ge Gentlemen, the moment to ꝓrove our attach 

tent to the principles of our conſtitution is eome. 
| Let others, if they pleaſe ry to theſe ſavage iſlands, 

as they "ps been dee e the arts the | 
riches, and the vices of Europe: Let ns remay faith- 
ful to-our deckiraiien ef the rights of men, and let us 
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-take care not to make an attack on the natural liberty, 
which we have been the firſt to proclaim.” | 
This opinion was erowned by general plaudits, ſeve- 
ral times reiterated, and the afſembly cloſed the diſ- 
cuſſion, | 5 1 | 
The period now approached when the intereſted 
and barbarous politics of a combination of deſpots was 
to deluge Europe with blood, to bring on a great and 


populous nation the moſt dreadful outrages, and to 


involve in the general ruin a benevolent and. pious 
prince, whoſe only crime, if he was really gl of 
-any, was being the dupe-of their-criminal intrigues. 
What the caution of Leopold, would at leaſt have 
deferred, was precipttated-by the violence and ardour 
of a young king. Yet even he (if we may credit the 
repreſentation of M. Noailles, the French ambaſſador 
at Vienna) was urged to a premature declaration of his 
intentions by the court of Berlin. What the objects 
. of that court could be is not eaſy to conceive—lIts do- 
minions did not border upon France, nor was the i- 
litary government of Pruſſia likely to be deranged by 
the extenfion of democratic principles. Two objects 
only preſent themſelves to our imagination, and on 
-one of them conjecture muſt reſt. It muſt have had 
in contemplation either the acquifition of territory 
from the diſmemberment of France, or the ſtill more 
infidious defign of contributing further to the humilia- 
tion of Auſtria, by the probability of its Jofing-again 
in the conteſt, ſhould they not prove - victorious, the 
Belgic provinces which had been to lately reconquered. 
The diſpatch of M. Dumourter to the king of Hun- 
gary was accompanied by an affectionate letter in the 
-king's own hand-writing to his nephew, entreating 
him by every motive to ſtop the effuſion of blood, and 
aſſuring him that the conflict could only prove ulti- 
mately fatal to him, the king of France. With ſo littie 
ſuccefs, however, was this application attended, that 
the reply of the imperial miniſter ſeemed only $0 
breathe an increaſed ſpirit of inſolence and pride. The 
miniſter avowed. openly the concert of princes againſt 
the conſtitution of France, and inſiſted upon certain 
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terms, upon which alone the courts of Berlin and Vi- 
enna could with-hold from hoſtitities... Theſe terms. 
were —ſirſt, to guarantee the ſeudal rights of the Ger- 
man princes in Alſace and Lorraine; ſecondly, to re- 
ſtore Avignon to the pope; and the third condition 
was the moſt ular of all, ſince, as it was indefinite, 
it muſt be modified according to that conſtruction 
which the demandants might prefer, and was incap- 
able of any other definition. The terms of the condi- 
tion were, „That the neighbouring powers ſhall have 
no reaſon for the apprehenſions which ariſe from the 
preſent weakneſs of the internal government of France.“ 


For the reſt, M. de Noailles was referred to the offici- 


al note of the 18th of March, which has been already 


As the intentions of the combined courts could be no 


longer doubted, it was refolved in the council to de- 


clare war againſt the king of Hungary. Perhaps, not- 
withſtanding the provocation which had been given to - 
the Freneh nation, it Would ſtill have been moſt poli- 
tic to have been leſs precipitate, and to tave-compelled - 
Auſtria to appear in every view in the: character of the 


aggreſſor. Such atleaſt we are aſſured was the opinion 


of M. la Fayette, whoſe judgment appears in general 
to have been ſound, and whoſe.patriotiſm hone but a 
violent and deſperate faction has ever preſumed to 
queſtion. The propoſal for a declaration of war was 
wade, by the French king, to the aſſembly on the 2oth 


of April, when war was decreed: againſt the king of 


Hungary and Bohemia, amidſt the applauſes of the 
whole legiſlative. body, and of a numerous crowd of 
ſPectatoes. ie ee 
The motives alledged by the French nation, in their 
declaration for commencing hoſtilities, were | 
That the court of Vienna, in contradiction to re- 
peated remonſtrances, continued to grant open pro- 


tection to the rebel ſubjects of France, who were pre- 


paring to carry fire and ſword into the boſom of their 
country. 2 , e 
That it excited and formed a concert of princes a- 
gainſ the independence and liberty of France. 
. "= That- 
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That the king of Hungary and Bobemia, in his offi- 
cal notes of the 18th of March and the 4th of April, 
openly avowed, and refuſed to renounce this concert. 

That notwithſtanding the propoſal made to him on 
the 11th of March, to reduce on both fides the troops 
on the frontiers to a peace eſtabliſhment, he continued 
and increaſed his hoſtile preparations, © 

That he inſulted the ſovereignty of 'the French na- 
tion, by preſenting to it conditions as the only terms 
by which peace was to be obtained, among which was 
the confirmation of the feudal rights of the German 
princes, having poſſeſſions in France, though the 
French nation has always continued to hold out in- 
detnnifications to them. 

Beſides theſe inſtances, the French dedtirativi men- 
tions the contempt with which the ultimate requiſition 
of the king. was revel ved; in not condeſcending to an- 


— 


ſwer it, &c.' The aſſembly declares ſolemnly its in- 


tention of adhering to the principles of the conſtitu- 


tion, in not undertaking any war of conqueſt, and 


hopes that, under the prefent provocations; the na- 
tions of Europe will not confider the war which they 
are now obliged to commence in defence of their liber. 
ties as an infringement of that principle. 4 
Among the moſt powerful motives which impelled 
the politicians: of Franceito haſten the commencement 
of hoſtilities, we muſt certainly conſider the probable 
expectation they formed of a ready reception and 
powerful ſupport: from the Belgie provinces; which 
had fo lately been in a ſtate of revolt, and were, at this 
- Period, ſcarcely reconciled to the dominion of Auſtria, 
The operations of the campaign were precipitated, alſo 
upon this account, and their haſty and ill-concerted 
meaſures were attended with the fugceſs,that might 
reaſonably be expected. The reader has alfeatly anti- 


cipated the unfortunate repulſe from Tournay, and 


the diſgraceful conſequences of that event. 

Perhaps the ſpecifſic mode in which the Auſtrians 
were to be attacked, was not much better concerted 
than the general plan—Perbaps it would have been 
moſt condueive to ſucceſe, to have united the 0. 
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of their raw undiſciplined troops under one able gene- 
ral, in whom they could have had a complete confi- 
dence, and to have made one bold effort where the 
enemy appeared moſt vulnerable. On the contrary, - 
their untrained ſoldiers were pareelled out in ſmall di- 


viſions, under commanders with whoſe merits they 
were little acquainted, and ſome of whom were actu - 


ally ſuſpected of diſaffection to the popular cauſe. In 
purſuance of this plan, the object of which was to 
divide the enemy's forces, on the 28th of April three 
parties of French entered the Auſtrian Netherlands in 
different parts. A body conſiſting often {quadrons of 
cavalry, under the command of M. Theobald Dillon, 
an able and experienced officer, and a field marſhal, 
was directed to march from Liſte for Tournay. Ano- 
ther of ro, ooo men, under lieutenant general Biron 
(formerly the duc de Biron), was to preſent itſelf be- 
fore Mons, in order to prove the diſpoſitions of the 
Auſtrian ſoldiers, and ſtill more of the inhabitants of 
the country, from whom conſiderable aid was expec- 
ted; and third detachment of 1, 200, under the com- 
mand of M. Carl, was to proceed to Furnes. Valen- 
ciennes was the place of general rendezvous for the 
troops which marſhal Rochambeau was to draw from : 
the garriſons, to ſupport the body under M. Biron. - 
In almoſt every inſtance, the French appear to have 
had bad intelligence, and to have been deceived both 
as to the numbers and the diſpoſition of the enemy. 
At Tournay M. Dillon found a ſtrong body under ge- 
neral count d' Happencourt ready to receive him, and 
ſtrongly poſted. The national troops, not yet accu 
tomed to ſuſtain the fire of regular ſoldiers, - were 
thrown into diſorder almoſt on the firft attack; The 
general made every exertion to reduce them to their 
duty, and was obſerved in the front of the line, ex- 
horting them to keep their ranks. Unfortunately, in 
the midſt of the confuſion, ſome perſons attaated ei- 
ther by cowardice or treachery, exclaimed, “ Sauve 
qui peut! and the voice appeared to proceed imme- 
diately from the ſpot where M. Dillon ſtood. The 
 4uſpicions and irritable temper of the French was in- 
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ſtantly excited; a general ery of Treaſon, treaſon, 
we are betrayed !“ ſpread from rank to rank; the 
panic became univerſal, and the whole party. fled be- 
fore the purſuers in the utmoſt diforder, even to the 
gates of Lifle, The unfortunate commander, M. Dil- 
lon, was murdered almoſt as ſoon as he entered the 
city, and his dead body was torn to pieces by the fok 
diers and the mob. Their favage: fury had ſcarcely 
ſatiated itſelf upon this victim of popular deluſion, be- 
fore a party of the royal Cravate (a regiment of caval- 
ry) ruſhing precipitately towards Liſle, overtook M. 
Berthois, an officer of engineers, beyond the Porte de 
Five. They no ſooner ſaw. him, than ſome of them 
exclaimed, There goes another of theſe traitors 1?? 
and inſtantly fell upon the unhappy gentleman, who, 
after receiving ſeveral ſhots, fell from his horſe; and 
the body being ſuſpended from a lamp iron, every ſol- 
dier in the party diſcharged his piece at it as he paſſed. 
It was alſo fa'd, that M. Chaumont, aid de camp to 
general Dillon, & prieſt under the ſuſpicion of being a 
fpy, and four Tyroleſe prifoners, were murdered; It 
however afterwards appeared that M. Chaumont had 
only been miſſing, having been left for dead upon the 
field of battle. That one or two perſons beſides the 
general aud M. Berthois, loſt their lives in the affray, 
we are diſpoſed to believe.; but that they could not 
be priſoners, is certain, ſince the truth is, that the re- 
treat of5the French was ſo precipitate. that no priſon- 
ers were: taken.! E . 
The divifion under M. Biron took poſſeſſion of 
Quievrain on the 29th, without oppoſition, and march- 
ed towards Mons in three columns. The general 
reached Boſſu without meeting any perſon except ſome 
travellers, who informed him of a grand movement of 
the Auſtrians. At the end of the village of Boſſu, he 
was oppoſed by ſome hulans, whom he diſperſed by a 
few mhfchiarges of cannon, As ſoon as he came in ſight 
of Mons, he could diſcover that the heights before the 
city were occupied by a, very conſiderable body of 
troops, advantageouſly poſted, which, it appeared at- 
terwards, were commanded by the baron de * 
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The Auſtrians, it was evident, were more numerous 
than the French; and the general could diſcover ſome 
manceuvres which announced an intention to turn his 
right. Thus fituated, M. Biron determined to wait 
the news of the attack towards Tournay About five. 
in the evening, however, the enemy attacked a part of 
his right. wing at the village. of Vannes The French 
conducted themſelves with great ſkill and firmneſs, 
and the Auſtrians were repulſed with fome loſs. 
At length M. Biron received information from mar- 
Mal Rochambeau of the defeat of general Dillon, and 
determined to retreat in the morning. Fowards ten 
o'clock at night he ſaw the 5th and 6th regiments of 
dragoons mounted an horfe-back without orders, and 
proceeding to the left of the camp, where they form- 
ed a column. He purfued them alone and unarmed, . 
but was carried away with the column, which was in 
a quick trot, and crying ont, they were betrayed,” In 
this manner the general was carried for more than 4 
league, before he conld prevail on his flying troops to 
obey him. He ſucceeded at length, and brought them 
all, except thirty or forty, back to the camp : but the 
deſerters proceeded on to Valenciennes, reporting, 
that they were betrayed by M. Biron, who had de- 
ferted to Mons. On the :oth at day-break M. Biron 
began his retreat, and arrived without moleſtation at + 
Quievrain. Here he left M. Fleury with a part of the 
troops, and went to conduct the army to the camp | 
they had occupied before Quiverechain. He fcarcely, #3 
however, was arrived at this place, before the battaz 
lion- of national guards, who covered Quievrain, were 
diſpoſſeſſed by the hulans. M. Biron now conceived 
that the only means of ſaying the camp was to attack 
Quievrain, which he did with the 49th regiment, and 
carried it; but to keep it ſome ſupport was neceſſary; 
and the reſt of the array, and the infantry in particu- 
lar, were ſo exhauſted with fatigue, that they were 
' unfit for ſervice. | The general therefore found him- 
ſelf under the neceſſity of abandoning his camp and 
train to the enemy, and of making a precipitate re- 
treat to Valenciennes. Marſhal Rochambeau 2 
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himſelf with ſome ſquadrons on the heights of St Saure 
to favour the retreat, which was accompliſhed -happi- 
ly without a repetition of the diſgraceful ſcene which 
had been acted at Liſle. The French ſuſtained a con- 
&derable loſs in this expedition, but more by hunger 

and fatigue than by the ſword of the enemy. 

The only one of the three parties which ſucceeded, 
was that under M. Carl, and which conſiſted of only 
1400 inſantry and 240 cavalry. This ſmall party pre- 
ſented themfelves on the 29th of April before Furnes, 
and the commander defired a conference with the ma- 
giſtrates; in the courſe of which, he informed them, 
that the French were not come to make war on the 
Flemings, but to treat them as friends and brothers. 
The magiftrates offered to deliver up the, keys of the 
gates, but this was declined, - The failure of the gene- 
ral plan obliged M. Carl to retreat to Ghywilde, and 
ſoon after to Dunkirk, with no other- fruit from his 

expedition, | | PT 
30 ill concerted had the meaſures of the French mi- 
niſtry been, that M. Rochambeau complained that 
& the plan of M. Biron's expedition was publiſhed in 
all the journals be fore he knew it officially; and ſays, 
in his letter to the king, that ! the miniſters, and par- 
ticularly the miniſter of war, wiſhed to play the whole 
game, and made him only a piece to be moved about 
at will.“ On this account, and becaufe he difappro- 
ved of offenſive war, he defired permiſſion to reſign; 
and after ſome delay, marſhal Luckner was appointed 

to the command of the northern army in his ſtead. 
The news ofthe atrocities committed at Liſte were 
received at the capital with a univerfal ſenſation of 
horror; nor was the army under M. la Fayette leſs 
earneſt in expreſſing its abhorrence, and in demanding 
Juſtice on the murderers. The mention of this army 
leads us naturally back to the narrative of its opera- 
tions, It was-a part of the plan concerted in the 
French cabinet, that all the French troops ſhould be 
in motion about the ſame time, and form, if poſſible, 
_ a general rendezvous in the centre of the Auſtrian Ne- 
_ Therlands. Agreeably to this plan, M. la Fayette m_ 
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to be at Givet by the zeth of the month; and though 
the orders only reached him on the 24th, and though 
he was in moſt reſpects very ill appointed, he was, by 
great exertions, enabled. to provide ſeventy-eight pieces 
of cannon by the z6th, and on the ſame day diſpatch- 
ed a large body with the convoy of artillery, under the 
command of M. Narbonne, late miniſter of war, to 
penetrate by forced marches to GCivet, It was a won- 


derful inſtance of activity in military operations, that 


M. Narbonne, with a heavy-train of artillery, perfor- 
med a march of fifty-ſix leagues, over ground general- 
ly bad, and which he had not had time previouſly to 
examine, in five days. The reſt of the troops were 
equally punctual; and after driving in the patroles of 
the enemy arrived without loſs on the appointed days 
On the iſt of May major-general-Gouyion-took; poſt 
at Bouvines, half way to Namur, and every thing ap» 
peared to conſpire to crown this expedition with. ſug- 


ceſs, The failure of M. M. Biron and Dillon, how- 


ever, rendered it utterly fruitleſs, though M. la Fayette 
continued to retain his poſt, and even flowly to ad- 
vance upon the enemy. 


dee eie ze 


army, on their attempt to penetrate the Auſtrian frqn- 


tier, it was ſome time before the enemy was in a con- 


dition to retaliate. On the 14th of May a body of 
Auftrians, to the-amount of three thouſand, attacked 
Bavai, and took the garriſon, amounting to eighty 
men, priſoners ; but intelligence was no ſooner brought 
of the! attack, than M. Noailles with a van guard of 
cavalry was ſent to the relief of the. town, Marſhal 


Luckner in perſon accompanied this advanced guard ; 


and - marſhal Rochambeau followed to ſupport him 
with a, body of infantry... The expedition of the Auf 
trians was, however, only a predatory excurſion, and 
they had retreated two bours before the arrival of M. 


Luckner, and took; with them a quantity of forage, 


which, in effect, appeared tobe their principal object. 

We leſt the army of M. la Fayette occupying a tract 
of country from Givet to Bouvines, and rather gain- 
ing ground gradually on the enemy. On the 22d and 


23d 
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23d of May, the advanced guard under M. Gouvion 


was employed in foraging, which, though attended 


with ſuceeſs, was alſo productive of conſiderable fa- 
tigue. On the 23d M. Gouvion was attacked at Ham- 


phine, near Florennes, by a force, as it afterwards ap- 
eared, ſuperior to his own, which amounted to only 


were twice repulſed; but M. Gauvion obſerving the 


great ſuperiority of the enemy, gave orders to diſpatch 


his camp equipage to Philipville; and this was effected 
with the ſoſs of only twenty tents, hich che had not 
the means of tranſporting. After this precaution, M. 
Gouvion effected a retreat with the utmoſt regularity. 


The French in this action had twenty-four killed and 
fixty-three wounded, and loft three pieces of cannon. 


The next action in which this army was engaged, 
* 1 it was crowned with victory, was yet unfortu- 
nate for France, as it deprived the nation of one of its 
ableſt generals and firmeſt. patriots. On the 1ath of. 


June the Auſtrians attacked the advanced guard of. 
M. la Fayette, at Griſelle near Maubeuge; but M. 


Gouvion, who commanded, aware of their deſign, dit- 


patched his camp equipage to Maubeuge, and began a 


retreating fight, in which his infantry was conſtantly 
covered by the hedges, and the/enemy's columns ſut- 
fered con e from his cannon. A violent hurri- 

e main body from hearing the fig- 
nals; but as ſoon as the news arrived at the camp, a 
confiderable reinforcement was conducted by M. Nar- 
bonne on the flank of the enemy ; while M. la Fayette 
himſelf advanced with the main army. The Auſtrians 
abandoned the field, and a part of their killed aud 
wounded, to the French, who purſued them more 


han a league beyond the ground of their advanced 
guard, which again took poſſtſhon of its former poſt. 


In the courſe of:the action the lieutenant colonels of 
the regiment of Cote d'Or were killed; and M. Gou- 


vion, enraged that an ammunition cheſt did not come 


up in time, went to expedite it with a huffar, towards 


a houſe not in fight of the enemy, and there by a moit 


— — ͤ — a Rr rs 


our thouſand men. The Auſtrian advanced guard 


The deſertion of the 4th regiment of huſſars, and 
ſome other ſoldiers from Straſburgh, ſerved to raiſe 
the hopes of the emigrants in favour or the probability 


this inſtance were ill- founded, as it appears that the 
ſoldiers had been perſuaded, by falſe pretences of their 
officers, and that a conſiderable number, when inform- 
ed of the deluſion, returned to their duty. | 


occupied the national aſſembly ſo completely, that 


the commencement of the year. The decree which 
ordered the burning of the parchments, writings, and 
pictures, relative to the pedigrees of the nobility, was 
a further inſtance of that trifling ſpirit, ſo utterly diſ- 
praceful to the legiſlature of a great nation, which they 
already had frequently evinced. A decree paſſed a- 
bout the ſame period, for educating at the expence of 
; the nation thoſe children who had been ſent from St 


Domingo to France, but whoſe parents or relations 


had been diſabled by the troubles from remitting mo- 
ney for their ſupport, was truly laudable. Some laws 
were alſe made reſpecting the crime of deſertion, 
which, unleſs we confider them as adapted entirely to 
the exigencies of the time, muſt be accounted too ſe- 
vere for even the military code of a free conntry. The 


decree, however, for the ſuppreſſion. of privateering - 


was calculated in every view to refle& honour: on a 
civilized nation. War is a ſtate ſo naturally pregnant 
with evil, as to induce the benevolent mind to wifh 
for every mitigation of its calamities; and the plunder 
of individuals is a ſhameful practice, calculated entire · 


ly to pervert the morals of a people, and to render 


them in every inſtance ſanguigary and ferocious. 
We have now to report a ſeries of tranſactions, 
equally diſgraceful and ruinous to France. When 
treating of the flight of the king, we intimated that 
ethe kingdom was not in a ſtate to bear a ſecond revo- 


lution. It was impoſſible, in the claſh of parties, that 


there ſhould not be a ſubverſion of order and of pro- 
perty. It was impoſſible that a government, in many 
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of a counter revolution. Their hopes; however, in 


The concerns of the war, and the conteſts of party, 


NUN— f —ñ,ñͤ — Xxx I oe Ee — — 
- — OE EY” 2 
-- p "> as 7 . SY QY * 
= — 


little was effected in the buſineſs of legiſlation from 


inſtances 
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Means oppoſite to all former ü ſhould be 
eſtabliſhed without the moſt violent convulſion of the 
whole ſtate. The firſt conſtitution was a ſufficient de- 
viation from the habits and prejudioes of the French; 

it was as much as could be endured z and to at empt 


to carry further the democratic foheme, was to ſfacn- 
ice the liberty they had already atchieved. .- 


The republican party thought differently; and they 


did not foreſee that they muſt themſelves: ſhortly loſe | 


the power which they were about to aſſume by unjuſ- 
tifiable means, and that men of ſtill more daring views 


and diſpoſitions would be enabled to take the teal, 
and to follow their example in forcibly excluding them 


from that authority which they occupied. 1 heſe were 
conſequences which they did not foreſee, but which 


they might have anticipated, had they: ſtudied hiſtory 
rather than - metaphyſics, and looked upon the man- 


ners of mankind rather than on theories of government. 
The deſigns of this party, almoſt from the firſt 
meeting of the new aſſembly, had evidently tended to 


the dethroning of the king, and the eſtabliſhing of a 


republic The Jacobin clubs inſtituted in all the prin- 


_ cipal cities of the kingdom, and linked together by an 
intimate correſpondence, conſtituted the great engine 


by which the public- ſentiment was to be changed, 
The prefs overflowed-with productions abuſive of roy- 


- alty;;: the private characters of the reigning family 
were publicly clumniated ; the ſincerity of the king's 
acceptance of the conſtitution. was queſtioned; and to 
keep the public mind in conftant;/apitation, continual 
rumours were ſpread of his intending to quit the king- 
dom, and throw himſelf 100 the arms of the hoſtile 
Powers. 


The aſcendaney 155 the e ba been proved al- 


ready in ſeveral inſtances. It was evinced in the late 
appointment of the miniſtry. On the feu ee 8 


M. de Grave, which ſoon followed the unfor tunat 


affair of M Dillon, M. Servan, another violent J JIaco-, 


bin, was added to the miniſtry, which in che begin- 


ning of May was entirely compoſed of that party. In 
9 ins before the ſtorm, the king acfed with 
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prudence and propriety, but he n to ſtem 
it too ſoon. Perhaps the ſanguine temper of M. Du- 
mourier, and à fond reliance on his'own great abilities, 
might make him the adviſer of the king in theſe im- 
prudent meaſures ; perhaps the king might be wearied 
out with the continued inſults to which he was expo; 
ſed, and might determine upon one great and deſpe- 
rate effort to reſume his loſt authority. Be this as it 
may, it was not long before it was diſcovered, that 
there no longer exiſted that harmony and conſidence 
between the members of the cabinet which was effen- 
tial to the public ſafety ; M. Dumourier was ſuſpected 
of deſerting his Jacobin friends, and was on moſt 
occaſions in an actual mien with M. Beete the 
miniſter of. Marine. 

The republican party in the mean time were inde- 
fatigable in exciting the ſuſpicious and turbulent ſpirit 
ef the factious metropolis The exiſtence. of what 
they. termed an Auſtrian committee, or a combination 
of courtiers to betray the public to the houſe of Auſ- 
tria, was publicly aſſerted; and as the ex-miniſters M. 
M. Montmorin and Bertrand were charged with be- 
ing at the head of this combination, they determined 
en the proſecution of their calumniators. An unfor- 
tunate ſtep which was taken by M. Ia Riviere, a judge 
of the peace, in citing M. M. Chabot, Bazire, and 
Merlin, three deputies of the aſſembly, and among 
the moſt clamorous of the detractors of M Mont mo- 
rin, to appear before him, rather injured the cauſe it 
was meant to ſerve. A decree of accuſatiog was paſſ- 
ed againſt, M. la Riviere, and M. M. Genſonne and 
Briſſot undertook to prove the exiſtence of an An 
an commitee.- 

As the character of the king was implicated in the 
calumny reſpecting this traĩtorous combination, he 
wrote himſelf to the aſſembly, requeſting that the 
truth-of the report might be fully, inveſtigated, and if 
eftitute of foundation. that the baſe inyentorxs. of it 
ight he brought to puniſhment—But ſuch is the per- 
verſeneſs of mankind, that this interference of the 
ip was cenſured as unconfiitutional, and the appli- 
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cation was heard only with a murmur of diſapproba- 


tion. 45 | | bY”: 
On the 22d of May, M. M. Genſonne and Briſſot 


brought forward their accuſation againſt M. M. Mont- 
-morin and Bertrand; but their fpeeches were more 


replete with declamation than proof, and the only 
fact on which they could reſt was a paſſage in a letter 
from M. Montmorin to the French miniſter at Vienna, 
in Auguſt 1791, in which he ſays, © The beft men in 
the national aſſembly (viz. Barnave, Lameth, Duport, 


&c.) and thoſe who have the greateſt influence, are 


now acting in concert with the true ſervants of the 


king, to reſtore to his majeſty the authority neceſſary 
to carry on his government.“ On the rſt and 2d of 
June, the ex- miniſters ſubmitted their defences-in wri- 
ting to the national afſembly, who' referred them to a 
committee. | | ; 
As the rumour of the Auſtrian committee did not 
appear ſufficiently to act upon the fears and ſuſpicions 
of the multitude, and as there was an actual deficien- 
cy of evidence on that ſubject, another expedient was 
reſolved on by the republican party, which appeared 


better calculated to promote their views. A report 


was induſtrioully circulated, that on the 23d of May 
the king intended ſecretly to abſcond from Paris; 


and to lend a colour to the fiction, M. Petion, the 


mayor, wrote to- eee ee, of the na- 
tional guard, communicating his 1 


| uſpicions, and en- 
treating him to employ every meaſure of obſervation 
and prudence. The letter of M. Petion produced an 
immediate reply from the king, directed to the munici- 


pality of Paris His Majeſty treats the report as a new 
and horrible calumny, intended only to excite the peo- 


ple to inſurrection, and to force him to quit the capi- 
tal—He however aſſures them, that the efforts of theſe 
traitors ſhall be in vain.— While France, fays he, 
<< has enemies to encounter at home and abroad, it is 
in the capital my poſt is to be eſtabliſhed, —I commit 
myſelf,” he adds, © without reſerve to the citizens of 
Paris and the national guard=Surrounded by _ 
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and ſtrong in the purity of my intentions, I ſhall wrap» 
myſelf up in tranquillity, fearleſs of all events, - &c.“ 
M. Petion anſwered the letter of the king. He men- 

tioned having received information from different quar- 

ters ene the kiog's intended flight, but he omit: 
ted to ſpecify the evidence on which he grounded his 
ſuſpicion. From this circumſtance therefore we are 
inclined to doubt the truth of the report. That the 
king, haraſſed as he was by the factions of the me- 
tropolis and the intrigues of the Jacobins, might in- 
deed meditate a ſecond: flight, is by no means un 
probable ; that even ſuppoſing the ſuſpicion not wel 
founded, M. Petion might receive information to 
that effect, either from ill - intentioned or credulous 
perſons, is equally to be believed; but in either caſe, 
the evidence on which the fact reſted ſhould have 
been brought forward; the caſe ſhould have been elu- 
cidated by every poſſible means, ſince an accuſation, 
unſupported by proof, muſt according to every law of 
evidence be deemed a calumny.. ' © 
The French character, however, we have too fre- 
quently had occafion to intimate, is particularly prone 
to be acted upon by jealouſy and ſuſpicion. Not- 
withſtanding. the defect of evidence which we have juſt 
noticed, the king's intention to withdraw himſelf ap- 
pears to have obtained ſame degree of credit ;z and as 
the body guard which had been allotted to the king 
by the conſtitution was particularly ſuſpected of inci- 
wvi/m, it. was diſbanded by a deoree of tbe aſſembly: on 
the 3oth of May, and the province of defending. the 
perſon of the king was committed to the national 
uard of Paris. A decree of accuſation was alſo paf- 
ed againſt the commandant M. Briſſac. At the ſame 
ſitting two of the deputies attached to the court, M. 
M. Frondiere and Calve, were committed priſoners to 
the Abbey, on a charge of inſolent conduct towards 
the ᷣ ùWuP p...... oe att n 

The refuſal of the king to ſanction the decree againſt 
the refractory clergy, only ſerved to provoke a mea- 
ſure of ſtill greater ſeverity and cruelty againſt theſc. 
1 12. unhappy- 
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unhappy perſons. On the 26th of May a deeree way 
paſſed, authoriſing the baniſhment of any non, juring 
prieſt, on a petition preſented to the directory of the 
diſtrict by twenty. eitizens. The ecclefiaftie was, in 
ſuch caſe, to declare to what foreign country he meant 
to-retire, when he was to be furniſhed with a-paſſport, 
and to quit the diſtrict within twenty-four hours. To 
this deeree alſo the king, after ſome deliberation, af. 
sn... ens LG ater 75 

The national guard of Paris did not eſcape the ſuſ- 
picions of the republican party. They ſtill feared or 


affected to fear the Auſtrian committee. More there- 


fore with a view to retain their power, and to preſerve 
that: controul which they had'eſtabliſhed over the mea- 
fures of the eourt, than te protect the capital from its 
external enemies, it was propoſed on the 6th of June, 
by the military committee That a camp of twenty 
thouſand men ſhould be formed under the walls of 


Paris—that to complete this levy, every canton in the 


kingdom ſhould be obliged to contribute five men, 
one of whom was to be-a horſeman; and that they 
were to aſſ ble at Paris before the 14th of July, the 
day of the celebration of the general confederation, at 
which, to augment their patriotiſm, they were to aſ- 
ſiſt. ' This propoſal, which was firſt ſuggeſted by the 
miniſter of war, was received with infinite diſſatisfac- 
tion by the national guard and volunteers, of Paris; 
and as the object did not eſcape the penetration of the 
court, the king refuſed to ſanction the decree. 
Nearly about the ſame period, a propoſal was made 
to the national aſſembly, by the ſection of Croix 
Rouge, that, as the neceflity was urgent for ar ming 
the whole nation, in the preſent critical moment, and 
as the ſcarcity of fire- arms and their immenſe price, 
rendered it impoſſible to many patriotic citizens to ob- 
tain a ſupply, the deputation requeſted the aſſembly 
to order an immediate fabrication of pikes over the 
whole ſurface of the empire. It was, however, ſome 
weeks before the banditti of Paris was formally arm- 
ed, in this manner, by a degree of the aſſem dere 
ot 4 | ecree 
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deeree which muſt ever be regretted as fatal to the 


Whether driven to geſpexation, or encouraged by 


the ſupport. which he experienced from ſome: of the 
moſt reſpectable characters, and partichlarly from M. 
la Fayette, is uncertain; but the king ſeemed now de- 
termined ſpiritedly to vindicate bis authority againſt 
his opponents. The event proved that this reſolution 
was prematurely taken. He ſhould have permitted his 


more violent adverſaries more completely. to expoſe 


themſelves; he migbt even perhaps have made a ſe- 


lection from thoſe who were not the moſt favourably 


diſpoſed to the court, and, by friendly and ingenuous 


Conduct, might have convinced them of the fincerity* 


of his intentions, and might have made the beſt uſe of 


their influence with the people. The miniſter Roland 
was perhaps of this deſcription; and as he carried with 
him to retirement the regrets of many unimpeachable 
characters, we can only believe that he was himſelf 
deceived with reſpect to the intentions of the king, or 
that tbe monarch did not, at leaſt, act that ſteady up- 


right part which the exigences of the times required. 


On the other hand, it muſt not be denied that a nu-- 
merous and active party, including fome men of þril-- 
un- 
derſtanding, were determined on a republic; and they 
do not ſeem to have heſitated much about the means 


liant talents, though we think not of the ſou 


of accompliſhing their purpoſe.. It may therefore be 


doubted. whether, if the king had temporized, the 
ſtorm could have been averted. But however. this 


may be, it certainly was the enly mode of proceeding 
that could afford him a chance :. this mode was (we 
think imprudently) rejected, and the king -unſheathee 
the ſword on the 2th of June, when he announced 
to the aſſembly the difmiſſion of the Jacobine mini{- 
try, M. M. Servan, Claviere, and Roland. M. Du- 
mourier was appointed miniſter of war, and was to 


be ſucceeded in the foreign department by the French 
envoy at Deux Ponts; M. Mourges ſueceeded M. Ro- 
land, and M. Naillac was ſome time afterwards ap- 


Pointed the miniſter of finance 
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Previous to his diſmiſſion, M. Roland had written 
à letter to the king, which he afterwards publiſhed-.. 
4 the purport of which was, to preſs him to ſanction the 
* deecrees concei ning the baniſhment of the refractory 
| | cheeks; and the camp near Paris. M. Roland alſo 
' blamed the conduct of the king's guard, and repre- 
ſented to him that his proclamation, on its diſſolution, 
in which he expreſſed the high ſatisfaction he had de- 
| rived from A e was an impolitic meaſure. As 
g a private communication to the king, the letter of M. 
| _ Roland;might be calculated to do good ; but he ought 
, | not to have publiſhed it. oo A. 
E 1h In the mean time every means were employed to 
| 'render the king odious in the eyes of the people. An 
> infamous incendiary of the name of Marat had even 
- exhorted the populace to murder their ſovereign. Every 
thing on that fide was permitted with impunity, and 
every thing on the other ſuppreſſed or proſecuted. 
The moſt ſeditious:addreffes were received by the af- 
ſembly. The inhabitants of the ſuburb of St. Antoine, 
1 accompanied by immenfe crowds of the lower rank 
[1 ; from all parts, and all armed with pikes, and head- 
= | ed by a M. Santerre, a brewer, on the gth-of June, 
| preſented to the aſſembly an addrefs, congratulatory 
on the deeree for the camp; ard twenty thoufand ar- 
med men, in direct violation of the laws, filed off 
through the aſſembly. . . 
It was impoſſible that men of reflection fhould not 
foreſee the natural confequences of ſuch proceedings ; 
it was impoſſible that men of virtue ſhould not feel in- 
dignant at ſuch open violations of every good and 
ſound principle. M. la Fayette, with more honeſty 
perhaps than prudence, ſtepped forward on this occa- 
I  fion. He wrote a long letter to the afſembly, dated 
a from the camp of Maubeuge, the 16th of June, in 
| which he draws a very formidable picture of the dan- 
gerous ſituation in which the nation was placed by the 
| attempts of its enemies, foreign and domeftic ; he un- 
| _ veils the criminal defigns of the: Jacobin elub, and at- 
| tributes to that ſource of faction a conſiderable portion 
| of the public calamities: he, at — 
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FRENCH REVOLUTTON. - ty 
fed a letter to the king, expreſſive of fimilar ſentiments. 
If M. la- Fayette was not well aſſured that the ſenti- 

ments of his army concurred with the tenor of theſe 
letters, he ſhnould not have written them; if he was 
certain of the ſupport of the military, he ſhould have 
marched to Paris, and diſperſed the traitors. 

The fituation of miniſters now became too dange- 
rous to be any longer deſirable. The politic Dumou- 
rier wiſhed to retrieve a portion of his loſt popularity, 
and again attempted to court the favour of the Jaco- 
bins He made a poſitive demand of the king, either 
to ſanction the decree for the camp near Paris, or to 
accept his reſignation. The king remained ſteady to 
his purpoſe, and the miniſter reſigned, and was fol- 
lowed by M M. Morgues, La Coſte, &c. On the 
18th of June, a new appointment took place; majors 
general Chambon was appointed to the office of 'fo- 
reign affairs, M. Lajard, miniſter of war, and M. 
Montciel, preſident of the department of Jura, was 
appointed miniſter of the interior; the department of 
finance was ſtill kept vacant. M. Dumourier, in a 
letter to the aſſembly, requeſted permiſſion to repair 
to the army, and concluded by wiſhing that the fate 
of Gouvion might ſpeedily demonſtrate his attachment 

to his country. | "4 ps 

The agitation produeed by the letter of La Fayette; 
and the avowed determination of the banditti of St 
Antoine to preſent an addreſs to the king, demanding 
the ſanction of the obnoxious decrees, the threats of 
the diſaffected, that they would plant as the tree of 
liberty, © an aſpin in the garden of the Tuilleries,” 
prepared the minds of the citizens of Paris for ſome 
great event. On Monday the 18th of June, the Jaco» 
bin club declared their ſittings permanent. Their 
meeting was tumultuous and outrageous in the higheſt 
degree. They propoſed that M. la Fayette ſhould be 
ſent to Orleans as a traitor; and others wiſhed. a de- 
cree to be paſſed denouncing him an enemy to France, 
and inviting all good patriots to murder him. While 
ſuch were the debates within doors at the hall of the 
Jacobins, their emiſſaries without were buſily * 
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ed in exciting the people to inſurrection, and it is to 
be lamented: that their endeavours were but too ſuc. 
ceſsful. On the 2oth of June, in the morning, M. 
Rederer, the . eneral fyndic, appeared at 
the bar of the national aſſemhly, and informed them 
that, contrary to the laws, there exifted in the city 
and ſuburbs the moſt formidable aſſociations of armed 
men; that they threatened to proceed to the Tuille- 
kies, to prefent a petition in arms, both to the king 
and the aſſembly. He entreated the legiſlature not to 
receive them, bus to preſerve the laws and the conſti- 
JJ 57 257 394 2 IH ets et 
While the afſembly was debating whether: this un- 
eonſtitutional deputation ſhould be received or:not, an 
a at multitude, with M. M. St 'Huruge and San- 


rre at their head, preſented themſelves before the 
hall. They amounted, by their own report, to 8000; 
but in all probability they were ſtill more numerous. 
They conſiſted of all the refuſe of Paris, a large pro- 
portion of them women, and carried ſtandards expreſ- 
five of the moſt ſeditious purpoſes, one of which was 
& heart at the: end of a pike, with an infcription be- 
neath it, ur d'un ariſtocrate. After a tumultuous 
debate, they were adinitted. The orator, at the head 
of the deputation, indulged in a long and violent 
ſpeech againſt the king, and the whole conduct of the 
court; and, as foon as he had eonchided, the whole 
party marched through the hall The proceffion laſt- 
ed two hours; and in the end, M. Santerre preſented 
the preſident with a banner, in return for tile honour 
conferfed on the inhabitants of St Antoine. 
In the mean time an immenſe crowd had collected 
round the palace and the garden of the Tuilleries. 
There was, however, a ſufficient force of troops of 
the line and of national guards in the palace to have 
_ defended it againſt every attack; but a reſpect᷑ for the 
ies of the deluded multitude induced the king to for- 
Hear repelling force by force. At four o'clock in the 
afternoon the mob amounted to about 40,000, and the 
gates of the Tuilleries were thrown open to them. At 
the moment of their entrance, the rayal family was at 


dinner; 
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dinner; and on their attempting to break open the 
door of the apartment where tbe king was, he roſe to 
prevent the guards from making reſiſtance, and ſaid 


calmly, „I will go to them, I will prevent them from 
breaking the door. On that inſtant it opened, a pike” 


which had been thruſt againſt it to force it open, 
would have killed the king, but a chaſſeur turned the 
weapon aſide with his hand. One of the mob now 


advanced, and inſiſted upon the king's wearing tbe 
led cap, which was the enſign of the Jacobins; and 


another preſented him a bottle, and deſired him to 
drink the health of the nation. Some of the attends 


ants offered to bring a glaſs; but the ſovereign refuſed 


the offer, and immediately drank out of the bottle. 


It would be an. unpleaſing taſk to detail the indignt 


ties which were offered to the unfortunate 'monarch, 
or the torrents-of abuſe which he ſubmitted-patiently 


to hear. The mayor of Paris was-unaccountably ab» 
fent during the greater part of theſe diſgraceful ſcenes. 


He at length arrived; he exhorted the inob to pre- 
ſerve moderation, and aſſured the king that he had 
nothing to fear“ The man, replied the monarch, 
«© who has a clear conſcience, fears nothing; and, 


taking the hand of a grenadier who ſtood by him, he 
applied it to his breaſt, and ſaid, „There, friend, 
feel my heart whether it beats quicker than uſual. ?“ 


To the inceſſant demands of the populace, the king 
replied, that it was his firm intention to preſerve the 
conſtit ution; and to the torrents of abuſe, and the 
repeated threats againſt his life, he anſwered in a pa- 
thetic tone Alas J if my life could fecure the good 
of my country, how willingly would 1 offer it as a ſa- 
crifice }?? WT. 1 85 | | 

The approach of night delivered the king from this 


dreadful perſecution; the mayor embraced the oppor. 
tunity to perſuade the people to difperſe, and between 


eight and nine o' clock the palace was cleared of theſe 
unwelcome intruders. : 15 


During the whole of the tumult, the princeſs Eliza- | 


beth continued cloſe by the fide of her brother, as if 


ſhe was born to be the victim of her generous affec- 


tion, 
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tion, and to partake in all his unmerited diſgraces and 
misfortunes. On the firſt breaking in of the rabble, the 
queen fainted, and, with her children, was accident. 
ally ſeparated from his mazeſty, and conveyed to the 
apartments of the king's phyſician. As ſoon as ſhe 
recovered, in her diſtraction ſhe attempted to pene. 
trate to the king, but was topped in her way thither, 
by the mob breaking into the:council-chamber, For. 
tunately M. Lajard, the miniſter at war, and general 
Wittinghoff, had retired to the ſame ſpot. M. Lajard 
formed a kind of rampart of the great council table, 
which he placed againſt the door, with a double roy 
of national guards before it. Behind the table ſtood 
the 2 with her children, the princeſs de Lamballe, 
and ſome other ladies. In-thiis ſituation ſhe remained 
the whole dime, condemned to hear the moſt indecent 
reproaches, and the fauleſt imprecations, from the 
meaneſt and moſt depraved of her ſen. 
On the firft entrance of the mob into the palace, 
a deputation was ſent from the national aſſembly, 
with orders to-exert themſelves for the preſerv ation of 
peace; and during the courſe of the tumult, this de- 
putation was renewed three time. 
The events of the 2oth of June were a plain prelude 
to the downfal of monarchy, and we may add, of all 
government in France; and men of reflection foreſaw 
many of thoſe evils which have fince happened to this 
devoted country. From this moment all. reſpe& to 
authority, all order and ſubordination ceaſed; a mo- 
mentary ſhame indeed appeared at firſt in the Parifians, 
and the directory of the department, which was com- 
poſed of ſome of the moſt reſpectable perſons in the 
kingdom, at the head of whom was M. Rochefou- 
cault, and the former biſhop of Autun, M. Talley- 
rand, determined to take every ſtep for preventing the 
repetition of ſimilar outrages. The. conduct of M. 
Petion on the occafion could not be viewed without 
ſuſpicion. One of the firſt ſteps of the departgent 
therefore was to publiſh a declaration, That the 
events of the 2oth could not have taken place, if the 
ws in being, and particularly thoſe relating to = 
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public force, had been better known to the citizens, ö 
and better obſerved by the magiſtrates charged witlt | 
the execution of them.” To this declaration M. Pe- | 
tion publiſhed a very voluminous anſwer, calling upon 
them to commence a proſecution, and proteſting his 
innocence in general terms. The department next 


* publiſhed an advertiſement to the people of Paris, ex- 
. a horting them to peace and ſubordination, and intima» 
a ting that there exiſted a ſecret connexion between the 
external and the internal foes of the public tranquilli- 
„ ty. At the ſame time a petition to the national affem- 
' Wl bly, complaining in very ſtrong terms of the outrages 
0d BY of the zoth, was ſigned by the moſt reſpeQable of the 
le inhabitants; and ſeveral addrefſes were received from 
ed different departments, to the ſame effet, _ 

5 As the inſolence of the Jacobins had increaſed to an 


intolerable exceſs fince the affair of the 20th, and as 
their violence had been principally directed againſt M. 


© WT la Fayette, that general conceived it expedient to pre- 
„ent himſelf at the bar of the national aſſembly. He 
no ſooner arrived at his hotel, than he was waited 
le upon by ſeyeral battalions of the national guards, A 
tree of liberty, ornamented with enfigns and cockades, 
de was planted before his door, and every circumftance 1 
all Bi evinced the return of affection in the people to their 3 
1 former friend and benefactor. He appeared at the 1 


bar on the 2oth of June, with that confidence aud 4 
dignity which integrity alone can give. He aſſigned —_—_ 
as a reaſon for his appearance among them, the ſhame . 
| and indignation of the army at the outrages of the 'F 
2th, which he ſaid muſt have increaſed to an alarm- 4 


be ing degree, had he not thought it his duty to mode- 1 
u: rate their reſentment againſt the factions of Paris, by 0 
"WH affuring them that he would appear alone before the 1 
he BY repreſentatives of the nation, and demand in their | 
M. ame, that order, obedience, and reſpect for the laws 
ut Mould be reſtored. He avowed his letter of the r6th, | 

nt entreated the aſſembly to come forward and fave the 

be —— from ruin, by diſſolving the factious clubs, 1 
ne and inflicting exemplary puniſhment on the promoters \ | 


of the late diſgraceful riots. FED | 8 Tr | 
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Notwithſtanding the apparent gallantry of M. la 
Fayette's conduct on this occaſion, we cannot help 
cenſuring it as unwiſe. If, we muſt repeat, the ſenti. 
ments of the army were really ſuch as he repreſented 
them. he ought to have taken advantage of them, and 
to have reſtored peace and. liberty to his country, by 
marching to Parts, by punifhing the movers and abettors 
of faction, annihilating completely the Jacobin clubs, by 
removing the legiſlature from the diſgraceful influence 
of the Paris mob, and by diffolving the preſent afſcm- 
bly, into which too many perſons of defperate fortunes 
and unconſtitutional defigns had unfortunately ob- 
truded themſelves. If ever France is to be regenera- 
ted, 'and a free conſtitution given to it, it muſt be by 
ſome ſuch proceeding. Perhaps, however, M. la 
Fayette might he miſtaken in the principles of his 
army; and indeed the events which have occurred 
ſince the period of which we are now treating, ſeem 
to indicate that the loyalty of the ſoldiery was ſcarcely 
to be rehed on. "y | 
The Jacobins were filled with conſternation on the 
arrival of La Fayette: but it ſerved only to redouble 
their activity in rendering him odious to the populace, 
The name of Cromwell was echoed from every preſs, 
and their indefatigable emiſfaries ſucceeded ſo far with 
the mob, that he was burnt in effigy. In the aſſem- 
- bly he was violently attacked by Iſnard, Guadet, and 
ſome others of the anti-conſtitutionaliſts, and was de- 
fended in a moſt able and eloquent ſpecch by M. Ra- 
mond. Finding, however, that no good was to be ef- 
fected in Paris, M. la Fayette left that city on the 
zoth, and proceeded immediately to his army. 
That the officers at leaſt of both armies ſincerely 
ſympathized in the indignity offered to the hereditary 
chief of the nation, is evident from the letter of mar- 
ſhal Luckner to the king, which was communicated 
on the 29th: to the aſſembly by the miniſter of war. 
In that letter the marſhal declares publicly his appro- 
bation of the condu of M. Ja Fayette, and expreſſes 
in the moſt forcible terms the ſentiments of the ſoldiers 
on the outrages of the zoth. Their * 
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fire,” ſays he, was terrible and ſudden, and the ar- 
my admire your courage.“ i 
On the ſame day, the miniſter of juſtice communi- 
cated a plan which the king propofed as a ſubſtitute 
for the two decrees which he had refuſed to ſanction. 
With reſpect to the protection of the capital, it was 
the propoſal of the king to le vy forty-two new batta- 
lions, to be ſtationed not at Paris, but between the 
city and the enemy, ſo as to form a ſecond line be- 
hind the army then on the frontiers; and as to the 
danger apprehended from the refractory prieſts, the 
mimſter aſſured the aſſembly, that it was the ſtrict in- 
tention of the king to enforce the execution of the 
laws againſt all diſturbers of the public peace. 

To prove that the intentions of the Jacobins were 
not what they profeſſed, it has been well remarked, 
that at the period in queſtion the army of La Fayette 
-amounted to only between ſeventeen and eighteen 
thouſand effective men, and that of Luckner did not 
exceed twenty-three thouſand. The augmentation 
propoſed therefore was certainly inadequate to the 
protection of the capital; and if intended ſincerely for 

that purpoſe, it ought to have been ſtationed nearer 
to the frontiers, and in ſuch a fituation as might en- 
able it to co-operate with the army already commiſ- 
ſioned for the defence of the country. Such a force, 
ſtationed in or near the metropolis, would only add 
to the licentiouſneſs already practiſed there They 
muſt: reciprocate in the corruption of morals and diſ- 
eipline, and, while they helped to deprave others, 
muſt be inevitably depraved in their turn. <2 
The aſſembly perſiſted however in their decree, and 
the federates, for that is the name which was beftow- 
ed on theſe new levies, were ivited by the Jacobins to 
repair to Paris without any lawful authority, On the 
xrſt of July, on the motion of M. Jean de Brie, it was 
declared by the aſſembly, that the country was in 
danger.“ Ten other reſolutions were paſſed, order- 
ing that all citizens, having been previouſly national 
guards, ſhould be on permanent duty, and every of. 
deen at his pft. 2 20 
Vor. II. 8 K While 


"HESTORT DOF..THEY 
While theſe affairs were tranſacting in the metropm 
lis, the armies of France had made ſome progreſs in 
the Auſtrian Netherlands. On the 18th of June, 
Courtray ſurrendered after a ſhort reſiſtance. to the 
arms of marſhal Luckner; and about the ſame peri- 
od, M. Carle took poſſeſſion of Ypres and the coun- 
try adjacent. M. la Fayette's army had alſo advanced 
and gained poſſeſſion of St Ghiſlain and the key of 
22 Marſhal Luckner ſoon afterwards entered 
enin. ee | N 
The triumph of the French, however, was not of 
long duration. On the 6th of July, the king announ- 
ced to the aſſembly, that one enemy more was added 
to the confederation againft French liberty That the 
inſidious conduct of the king of Pruſſia had long indi- 
cated hoſtile intentions, and that he was now in the 
act of marching 5 2, ooo men to co-operate with the 
king of Hungary. About the ſame period, the aſſem- 
Hly received advices from marſhal Luckner, ſignifying, 
that the numbers of the enemy were ſuch, that it was 
impoſſible for him to proceed farther into the territo- 
ries of Auſtria, without the riſk of being cut off from 
a communication with the army of M. la Fayette; 
that the Pruſſians and Auſtrians were bearing down 
upon him in two columns; that in conſequence of 
theſe circumſtances he had ordered his camp to be 
raiſed, and was himſelf retiring towards Valenciennes, 
and M. la Fayette towards Givet. A ſubſequent diſ- 
patch announced the actual retreat of the armies, and 
that in breaking up the camp of Courtray, ſome of 
the enemy having got poſſeſſion of the ſuburbs, they 
d fired upon field-marfhal Jarry, who, to prevent 
he repetition of ſimilar outrages, had ſet fire to the 
ſuburb and conſumed ſeveral houſes. The conduct of 
M. Jarry was conſidered as diſgraceful and injurious 
to the cauſe of France, and he was in conſequence of 
it afterwards diſmiſſed from his command. 
The motives which induced the victorious generals 
to abandon thus haſtily the Netherlands, have never 
been completely explained. Soon after the appomt- 


„ment of marſhal Luckner to the northern army, it 
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was generally underſtood that the plan and operations 
of the campaign were entirely left to the generals 
themſelves; and yet it has fince been inſinuated, and 
in part confirmed by ſome expreſſions which had fall- 


en from M. Luckner himſelf, that they retreated only 
by the expreſs orders of the court. Should this have 


been really the caſe, it forms indeed an article of 
charge againſt the unfortunate monarch, which it will 
not be eaſy to extenuate; and would almoſt pyove the 


_ exiſtence of a conſpiracy in the court, molt fatal to the: 


liberties of the nation. The fact, however, has not 
yet been eſtabliſhed upon competent evidence. 

On the 5th of July, the king informed the affembly 
of his intention to celebrate the approaching anniver- 
ſary of the confederation, He expreſſed his hopes 
that this feſtival would more ſtrongly cement all good 
patriots in their coantry's cauſe, and diſappoint the 
attempts of the factious. On the following day the 


directory of the department of Paris, after a long £t- 
ting, pronounced the ſuſpenſion of M. Petion from 
office of mayor, and of M. Manuel, the procureur cf 


commune. The federates about this period arrived 
at Paris in conſiderable numbers, while every Cir- 
cumftance announced the agitation of the public. 
mind, | 1 LN | 

The extreme points on which the two parties dif- 
fered, were that of pure democracy on the one part, 
and the inſtitution of an upper-chamber, fimilar to the 
Britiſh houſe of peers, on the other. Such an inſtitu- 
tion, as a remnant of aziſtocracy, was regarded by the 
French with almoft as much abhorrence as abſolute 
monarchy itſelf; while the eſtabliſhment cf it was 
conſidered as the great object with the court, as a 


preliminary ſtep to the annihilation of liberty. The 
middle party was ſtill numerous; and it was judged. 


that there were many who might ſecretly incline either 


to the court or the republicans, who yet would be 


well diſpoſed to ſacrifice ſomething of their prejudices 
to the preſervation of peace and order. On the th 


_ of*ſuly, at the moment when M. Briſſot had aſcendec 


the tribune, to pronounce a diſcourſe on the means of 
= | K 2 ſecuring . 
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ſecuring the fate againit all its enemies, M. Lamou- 
rette, the patriotic biſhop of Lyons, requeſted to be 
heard for a few minutes. He expatiated on the en- 
ceſſity cf union, and moſt particularly among the mem- 
bers of the national · aſſembly. 4 Let us make, ſaid 


he, a ſoleran ſacrifice of our paſſions and vur pre- 


ſndices, on the altar of our country; let us give a 


great example, to, Europe, and infpire our enemics 


with teqror ; there is nothing incompatible but vice 


_ and virtue. I move that the preſident put a queſtion, 


in theſe terme Let all who hold iu equal deteſtation 


a republic and two chambers, and who with to main- 


tain the conſtitution as it is, iſe 1”? 


The words were ſcarcely pronounced, when the 


whole aſlembly, by an inflantaveous impulſe, roſe 
from their feats The two parties advanced and 
embraced each other, and folemnly proteſted their ad- 
herence to the conſtitution. A deputation, with the 
biſhop of Lyons at their head, Was immediately ap- 
pointed to convey the. joyful intelligence to the king; 
and the adminiſtrative bodies were charged to commu- 
nicate it without loſs of time to the citizens. 
The biſhop of Lyons, on returning from his depu- 
tation, informed the aſſembly of the ſatisfaction which 
the king had teſtified on being informed of what bad 


paſſed. He bad however ſcar cely finiſhed, when the 
approach of the king was announced. He was re- 


ceived with loud and reiterated applauſes. He was 
accompanied by his miniſters, and placed himſelf 
without ceremony belide the preſident, He aa elled 


the afſembliy: 


5 e 


Na ſpectacle can be more affe ding to me, thas | 
that general re union of opinion and ſentiment which 
has now taken place. This re-union 1 have long de- 
fred—at laſt my with is fulfilled: the nation and the 
king form only one. The conſtitution will now de- 


come that point of union, around which all French- 


men will aſſemble, in order to protect it, and the . ; 
wil en ſet em the * N | 
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To this the preſident replied, 
„ Six E, 25 5 92 | 
&« This memorable epoch muſt inſpire - with the 
greateſt pleaſure all the friends of liberty. It is a 
dreadful epoch for its enemies - henceforth the nation 
4s invincible. In vain tyrants conſpire again liberty.“ 


Both thefe ſpeeches were received with the loudeſt 
applauſe. 'The king made ſome efferts to anſwer, but 
was ſo much affected that he could only ſay, in a tone 
which indicated the utmoſt emotion, The pleaſure 
which I feel is delicious.“ He then retired, accom- 
panied by a deputation, and the aſſembly roſe, amidſt 
the exclamations of Vive la nation! Vive la liberte! 
Vive le roi! N ee 8 

Thus ended this memorable ſeſſion; this well mear t 
but fruitleſs effort to reſtore harmony and tranquillity. 
It is aſſerted to have been the ſpontaneous: act of the: 
biſhop of Lyons, without any previous concert with 
any party whatever, The patriotic and well diſpoſed” 
part of the aſſembly, however, we may well believe, 
cordially embraced an opportunity ſo favourable to 
the demonſtration of the purity of their intentions; by- 
moſt of the ardent ſpirits of both pariies, it was a5 
carneſtly approved for the moment; and it was cal- 
culated in every event to have a temporary good ef- 
fect. It afforded an opportunity to all who were fond 
of peace to diſengage themſelves from the trammels of 
party; and to this circumſtance we may in part attri- 
bute the apparent tranquillity of the day of the confe- 
deration; the evil therefore was at laſt deferred; and, 
had the court either acted with more prudence, or the 
combined powers with more juſtice and honeſty, the 


diſſenſions which have ſo fatally divided France might” 


perhaps have been finally compoſed. 


The reconciliation of the th of July was confider- 


ed by many as in fome-meaſure intended as a compro- 
miſe of the parties, relative to the affair of M. M. Pe- 


tion and Manuel; and indeed the king, the very ſame 
evening, wrote to the affembly, intimating, that 


though to decide on their fate was a part of his conſti- 
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tutional prerogative, yet as the matter vetforally con. 
cerned him, he choſe rather to refer it to the determina- 


tion of the aſſembly. By his own party he was much 


blamed for this ſacrifice of his prerogative ; but the 
action correſponded well with - that love: of peace 


Waich was ſo congenial to his diſpoſition ; and he was 


doubtleſs wronght upon by the ſcene in which he had 
been ſo lately called upon to act the ſame evening 
the king announced that he had endes M. de Joly 
to the home department. 
Notwithſtanding the favourable appearances of the 
th, it was ſoon found that the executive power had 
entirely loſt the confidence of the ruling party ; and 
the clamour was ſo great againſt its agents in the aſ. 
' fembly, that all the miniſters ſo lately appointed, ex- 
cept M. de Joly, refigned on the roth; and on their 
notifying their reſignation to the aſſembly, the mob in 
the galleries had the indeceney to applaud. __ 
 - Addreſſes from the Jacobin party in different parts 
of the kingdom crowded in to the aſſembly in favour 
of the mayor and M. Manuel; and the aſſembly with 
their uſual precipitancy, without examining the proofs, 
and merely after hearing a few florid ſpeeches, pro- 
nounced them guiltleſs. M. Delfau conjured the le- 


giſlative body to act with more dignity and deliberation. 


He painted in ſtrong colours the diſgraceful outrages 
which were aQed in the TuHleries on the zoth of June. 


He accuſed M. Petion of encouraging ſedition, and of 
a want of reſpect for the hereditary repreſentative of 


the nation. It is with pain we record that the gal- 
leries, thoſe fatal galleries, which muſt be accounted- 
the prime movers of the national calamities, as they 
had before diſcarded all decency and order, now fi- 
niſhed the outrage by deſtroying the freedom of de- 
bate; and M. Delfau narrowly erer from the tri 
. dune with his life. 


During the firſt weeks of July the n arrived 


in Paris in ſmall companies. They were courted by 
both parties, but moſt aſſiduouſly by the Jacobins. 
The number of the federates preſent, however, is ſaid 
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have e 0 intimated, paſſed in tranquillity, and 
the confederation was celebrated with the uſual mag- 
nificence. The concourſe of people affembled- has 
been ſtated at four hundred thouſand. The national 


allembly met at nine o' clock, and procee:ied” to lay 


the firſt ſtone of the column af liberty, to be' erected 
on the ruins of the Baſtille. Before this ceremony was 


concluded, the king arrived, preceded by a numerous 


detachment of horſc, a party of troops of the line, five 
hundred national. volunteers, and the Swiſs guards. 
He was accompanied by the queen, madame Elizabeth, 
the prince and princeſs royal, &c. The ſix miniſters- 
walked by the tide of the king's coach, 


A palm tree overſhadowed the altar of liberty, and 
near it a pyramidal! monument was erected to the me- 


mory of thoſe who had expired on the frontiers, in the 
defence of their country. Between the altar and the 
Seine a poplar was planted, hung with eſcutcheons,: 
and other remnants of heraldic folly, which was ſet 


on fire by the prieſt who performed maſs at the grand 
altar, in alluſion to the deſtruction of the feudal ſyſtem. - 


Though the king was in general welt received, the 


day did not paſs without ſome degree of mortification 


to him. Several of the populace, armed with pikes, 
repeatedly ſhouted, Vive Petion] Vivent les Jucabins, 


a bas le department,. a bas le veto. Ic. At about fix: | 


o'clock the king and the national affembly renewed 


their oath to be faithful to the conſtitution, and the 


royal family immediately afterwards returned to the 
Tuilleries: The federates on this occafion behaved 


with much order and loyalty; they appeared to join 


cordially in the ſhouts of Vive le roi! and ſome are e- 


ven ſaid to have teſtified by their exclamations their ? 


diſapprobation of the factions. 


Notwithſtanding the deceitful calm which the 5. | 


tacle of this day exhibited, notwithſtanding the ſuppo- 


{-d reconciliation of the th, and the reſtoration of 
Petion and Manuel, ſtill the diſcerning part of the pu- 
blic ſaw that the criſis was only deferred, and that the 


fatal conteſt was only ripening to maturity. The re- 


n have 3 confeſſed, chat the plan for 
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aboliſhing royalty was Sete upon and ſettled a at 
leaſt as the 29th of July; and we may reaſonably con- 
clude, from their conduct, that it had been for a much 
longer period in agitation : on the other hand, it muſt 
be allowed, that the ariſtocratic faction was never in. 

active; t plans were innumerable which were preſent. 
- <d to the king and queen from that quarter; and as the 
- conſtitution was, from the objections which we ſtated in 
our former volume, found to be in ſome meaſure im- 
practicable, it is certain that if the king did not wiſh 
it entirely aboliſhed, he at leaſt wiſhed it to be re- 
formed ; he felt himſelf, what he really was, a mere 
cypher in the government, and he naturally defireq' 
to be ſomething more. His fituation was indeed ſtill 
worſe than this; he was a cypher, with an immenſe 
weight of reſponſibility attached to him ; he was poſted 
in a place of the greateſt danger, without the advan- 
tages which ought to accompany ſuch a ſtation. 

One of the moſt ſerious evils which the government 
at this criſis experienced, was the frequent impeach- 
ment and the conſequent change of miniſters; and it 
is a fact, almoſt unparalleled in the annals of any other 
country, that France had witneſſed no fewer than 
twenty. fix miniſters move acroſs the ſtage of public 
affairs in rapid ſucceſſion, in the ſhort ſpace of tix 
months. A few days after the confederation, a new 
adminiſtration was announced, which confiſted of M. 
de Joly as miniſter of juſtice, M. St Croix for foreign 
affairs, M. Dubouchage for the navy, M. d*Abancour 
miniſter of war, M. Champion for the home depart- 
ment, and M. Leroulx de la Ville for that of finance. 
It was ſome time before this arrangement could be 
fettled, for the office of miniſter was become at this 
period ſo much the poſt of danger, that the king was 
ebliged to ſolicit many who could not be prevailed up- 
on; and thoſe who did, accepted the port folios of of- 
fice only on his moſt preſſing entreaty. 

On the 22d of July, agreeably to a decree of the 
national aſſembly, proclamation was made in all the 
ſections of Paris, that the country was in danger.“ 
re ous were fired ftom the Pont Neuf every _—_ 

om 


— — — — — | 
rom fix in the morning till night. Pictureſque ſcaf- 


crent parts of the city; on each of them a tent was, 
rected, decorated with the nationab colours, in which 
it the officers appointed to regiſter the new levies for 
he frontiers, and the camp to be eſtabliſhed at Soiſ- 
ons. The proclamation was made in a ſolemn man- 
ner by the municipal officers on horſeback; and the 
hole ceremony had ſuch an effect on the minds of the 
populace, that in a few days ſeveral thouſands had en- 
olled themſelves, - - f | 


in couſiderable bodies; thoſe from the ſouthern pro- 
vinces were the moſt ferocious, both in conduct aud 


appearance; and from the circumſtance of the major- 


ity of them coming from the neighbourhood: of Mar- 
ſcilles, the appellation of Marſellois has been almoſt in- 
diteriminately applied to this deſcription of volunteers, 


of the rabble from every part, many of them immedi- 


From the firſt moment of their arrival, they mani- 


many beyond the reach of contradiction. One of their 
the firſt legiſlature as the champion of monarchy. He 
was walking peaceably on the terrace of the Feuillans, 
after receiving ſome very dangerous wounds, was reſ- 
cued at laſt from deſtruction by the courage and hu- 
manity of M. Jonneau, a member of the national al- 


guards. 


in another riot, by wantonly attacking a party of the 


national guards, who were dining peaceably together 


under the trees in the champs eliſces. In this conflict 
= : be. . c F 2 
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olds, repge<fcnting fortifications, were erected in dif- 


” 1 
„ with 8. 
— N r — ITE? P 


A LOS > Wa; 


> - 7 3 


in the mean time the federates arri ted from all parts 
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They confiſted*ehicfly of the loweſt and moſt diffolute. 


ately from the gallics, and were in every reſpect well 
calculated to fraternize with the ſans-culottes of Paris. 


feſted a ſavage and turbulent diſpoſition. Innumera- 
ble inſtances are recorded, by the ariſtocratic writers, 
of their ferocity q fome-undoubtedly fabulous, but too 
firſt outrages was committed on the perſon of M. 
d' Eſpreinenil, who had rendered himſelf fo famous ia 


when he was attacked by a party of theſe ſavages, and, 


ſembly, aſſiſted by four grenadiers of the; national 4 


It was not long before the Marſcllois were engaged 
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a grenadier of the national guards was maſſacred bit 
the Ma rſellois were at this period of too much cont. 
quence to be puniſhed by the party in power. 
The reſentment of the Jacobins appeared for the 
preſent to be principally directed againſt M. la Fayette 
The conſiſtency of this reſpectable patriot had ron. 
iy offended theſe factious ſpirits; they had tempted 
him with the higheſt bribes, and the moſt ſplendid 
promiſes; but he proved inflexibly attached to th 
party of the king, and determined to fall with the con. 
ſtitution. His ruin was therefore reſolved upon; and 
the ſpirit which he evinced in his late fryitlefs journey 
to Paris, determined them to exert themfelves to pro- 
cure his immediate diſmiſfſion. The Jacobin clubs bad 
been occupied for weeks in debates on the treaſon of 
La Fayette, and innumerable inflammatory addreſſes 
were preſented to the aſſembly againſt him. 
IT The principal ground of complaint was that af ha. 
ving quitted the army without leave; aud the firſt mo. 
tion in the aſſembly imported, that the miniſter of 
war ſhould be interrogated whether M. la Fayette had 
Teccived an order from him, authorifing bis journ:y 
to Paris on the 28th of June.“ - This motion, however, 
when put to the vote, was rejected by a conſiderable ma- 
Jority : the Jacobins, thus diſappointed, ſtill cheriſhed 
the expectation, that by keeping alive tlie public refent- 
ment againſt him, the aſſembly might at ſome period be 
found more propitious to their Wiſliex. The conſide- 
ration of his petition was deferred from day to-day, 
and whenever it came under conficeration, the mot 
violent debates took place. In the mean time, a new 
-cixcumſtance was brought forward to incalpate the ge- 
neral. On the 21ſt of July, after much intemperate 
language, M. Laſource pledged himſelf to the aſſem- 
bly. “ that La Fayette had propofed to lead his troops 
to the capital, and that M. Bureaux de Puſy bad made 
the propoſition to marſnal Luckner.“ In ſupport ct 
this aſſertion, M. Lafource a pealed to the teftimony 
of M. M. Briſſot, Guadet, Genfonne, Lamarque, and 
Herault, and demanded that M.  Luckner himſelf 
mould be cited to give his evidence to 1 1 
we. . ; ; | Dec 


x 
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eech of M. Laſource was greatly 
yretched mob in the galleries, while M. Dumoland, 
nd every perſon who ſpoke in favour of the general, 
vas actually hiſſed down by thoſe diſturbers of decen- 
y and order. In ſupport of the allegatien of M. La- 
ource, the following certificate was laid on the table, 
nd the diſcuſſion was adjourned till marſhal Luckner 


can time M. Bureaux de Puſy, and the other par- 
ies, were ſummoned to the bar of the convention. 


a CRATIFLICATE. 1 

« Some members of the national aſſembly having 
had an opportunity of ſeeing M. the marechal Luck- 
ner, on the evening of the 15th of July, at the houſe 
of the biſhop of Paris, and having aſked him if it was 
true, that it had been propoſed to him, on the part of 
M, la Fayette, to march to Paris with his army, after 
ne event of the 2oth of June, -M. the marechal 
\ckner anſwered in theſe terms: I do not deny it; 
„as M. Bureaux de Puſy; he who has been, I think, 


three times preſident of the national aſſembly. I re- 


plied to him, I ſhall never lead the army I command 
but againſt our external enemies. La Fayette is at l- 
berty to do what he pleaſes; but if he marches to Pa- 


ris, I will march after him, and I will drub him. M. 
Bur eaux de Puſy then ſaid to me, But the life of the 
ing is in danger! There is what he ſaid ta me; and 


mage me other propoſals ſtill more horrible. 


an were the exact expreſſions of the marechal 


+7, which we heard, and which we atteſt. 
ee aer (Signed) Baisso'r. 
„ 1: 
«+. - GENSONNE, 
LIASsOU Ses. 
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ould have explained himſelf upon the ſubject. In the 


"4 — 
2 — —— — — 1x————ů——ñ«Q —ẽ — 2d — 


© 7 I, . — — 
r r pL Ms 


oy > a wear 
— 


— —— 
a 
1 a% ”- 


3 


by —— — 
py 7 - 
2 - 


VVV DELMAR" + 

| On'the 29th of July, M. Bureaux de Puſy appeared _ 
at the bar, and not only refuted on his own'teſtimony 
this atrocious calumny, but produced actual copies o 
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the marechal's anſwers, and which regarded only th: 
plan of the campaign. 'From theſe letters it appeared, | 
that M. Ia Fayette had intimated to marecha! Luck le 
ner his intention of proceeding alone to Paris, in con- ol 
fequence of the atrocities of the 20th of June, and 8 
that the mareheal had objected to it, ſolely on account on 

of the perſonal danger which he would incur by ſuch hs 

a ſtep: M. de Puſy depoſited on the table the private = 
letters of the generals, in which the ſentiments of both WM * 


were clearly revealed, and from which it appeared =* 
that the former profeſſed himſelf in theſe terms: F. ff 
ver fince I have breathed, I have lived only for the al 
cauſe of liberty ; I will defend it to my laſt figh again * 
every ſpecies of tyranny.” And that the latter when * 
de had received an intimation of an intended denun- ti 
Cation, wrote in theſe terms to M. la Fayette: «1 0 
have been told they mean to denounce us; I wait for tl 
more information, but moſt certainly I ill lire in _ * 
peace, or I will give up my commiſſion.” After this fi 
complete and ſatisſactory teſtimony, M. Guadet ob- .V 
| ferved, „That he ſhould not wonder if certain per- * 
ſions prevailed on M. Luckner to recant. ? P 
On the following day a letter was received from M. n 

| — Fayette himſelf; the contents of which were as fol- l 
lows: | | | 


= 1+ + Longavi, July 26th, Fourth Year of Liberty. 
The miniſter for the home department has figni- 
fied to me an act of the legiſlative body of July 21, 
and the information which fix of its members have 
7 figned. e be by "I 3 | 
„If I were queſtioned reſpecting my principles, 1 
ſhould ſay, that a conſtant proclaimer and defender of 
the rights of man, and the ſovereignty of the people, 
I have every where and always refifted authorities 
Which liberty difavowed, and which the national will 
bad not delegated; and that 1 have every where and 
always obeyedthoſe of which a free conſtitution had 
determined the forms and the limite. 
A gut I am queſtioned reſpecting a fact—Did I pro- 
pPoſe to the marechal Luckner to march to Paris with 
dur armies . To which 1 anſwer in four W 


— 
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The letter of marechal Luckner himſelf was not 
leſs decifive againſt the teſtimony of the ſix members 
of the aſſembly. He denied in ſtrong terms that ever 


any. propoſal was made to him of marching to Paris, 


and lamented that ſuch a conſtruction ſhould be put 
upon a converſation, which it was evident theſe gentle- 
men muſt have miſunderſtood. It was indeed ſomething 
very ſingular, and by no means favourable to their ve- 


racity, that they had ſuffered the marechal to depart 
from Paris without citing him to the bar, or demanding 


any explauation of ſo extraordinary a converſation. 
The deciſion upon the charges againſt M. la Fayette 
was deferred to the 8th of Auguft, when a long and 


tumultuous debate took place. M. Jean de Brie, one 


of the moſt factious members of the aſſembly, made 
the report, which concluded by propoſing a decree of 
_ accuſation, and was highly applauded by the diſgrace- 


ful mob that infeſted the galleries. He was anſwered, 


in a moſt able and eloquent ſpeech, by M. Vaublanc, 
who was hifſed vehemently by the galleries, but ap- 
plauded by the majority of the members : at length' the 
motion for a decree of accuſation was rejected by four 


hundred and fix voices, againft two hundred and twen- 


ty- four. | | 

It was evident from this deciſion, that the aſſembly, 
weak. and incompetent as it was, {till preſerved ſome 
ſhare of decency in its character and proceedings; but 


the Jacobins had made their party certain: the mob 


were completely devoted to them, and they hoped to 
by their force the boldeſt meaſures. Innumerable 


addreſſes had been preſented to the legiſlature, which 


contained the moſt infolent and outrageous abuſe of the 


king and royal family; even the conflitution, which had 
ſo-lately been an object of adoration with the whole na- 
tion, was openly reviled, both within and without the 


doors of the aſſembly, and the galleries never failed to 
teſtify their diſpleaſure with their uſual indecency. The 
reſtoration of Petion was the ſignal to the — of 
the department to reſign, though their only crime was 


endeavouring to reſtrain _ tal infanity of _— | 


Vor. II. 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 213 


= 
þ--Þ of TT 


3 — ; 25 oo 4dr 
- 2 . 8 Py „ wn, 
"$4 — = — — * Fe * — * 
PTY 3 wot oe. > Foo dF. 3 
— * 2 2 2 #4 — . 
X E 
— 


— 2 


9 * > Ss. 1 
, . pf, * . 1 "x * * 


1 
— 3 - — . 
: I . : 
— 2 o rl - . 
> . 
- -» 2. > > W477 BS. 2 
b * 4 
* 3 f 
S 83 - 
- 24 * 
* £ q *& * * a 


51h  - HISTORY OF THE 


_— ſupport a conſtitution they had laboured to eſtz. 
UF Ws . 4 

While we cannot but cenſure: theſe unwarrantable 
proceedings, the ſame principle of candour and equity 


obliges us to look to their origin, the concert of princes 


againſt France. That concert has been avowed by 
themſelves, and it could not have been founded in any 
motive of virtue, or good will to France. We have freely 
animadverted on the defects in the conſtitution eſta- 
bliſhed by the aſſembly in 1791. The great error in 
that conſtitution was the weakneſs of the executive 


government. But that was not to be removed by ex- 
ternal attack, or the interference of foreigners. Time, 


the continuance of peace, the ſupport of his nobility 


and kindred, who baſely forſook him for the purpoſe of 


gratifying their own private reſentment, were the only 
means of reſtoring to Louis XVI. that reaſonable ſhare 
of authority which was likely to effect his own and his 
people's happineſs: but we cannot ſuſpect the hoſtile 
ſovereigns of any ſuch benevolent deſign as that of pro- 


curing for France a juſt and equal government: their 


ſucceſs, ſhould the conteſt terminate in their favour, 
will explain their deſigns; it will then appear whether 
or not their immediate object was to take advantage 


of the diſtreſs of France, to procure for themſelves what 


is always the fooliſh faſhion of monarchs, an acceſſion 
of territory. | 2 5 ö | ; 
Some time muſt generally elapſe before the veil is 
entirely removed from political tranſactions. Whether 
there actually exiſted, or not, a connection and corre- 
ſpondence between the hoſtile powers and the court of 
France; whether the league of Pilnitz and the inimical 
proceedings of Auſtria were either planned by the royal 


party at home, or approved by the rag is at preſent 
'h 


involved in impenetrable obſcurity. e affirmative 


is almoſt univerſally believed in France; but it is be- 
lie ved on preſumptive, and not on poſitive evidence; 
on the other hand, the friends of Louis have been ſtre- 
nuous in deny ing the charge. They aſſert that his per- 
donal influence with Leopold actually prevented that 
monarch from engaging in hoſtilities, and that . 
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effort was made, as a TH, and a brother, by the 
able and truſty agency of M. Bigot de St Croix, to in- 
duce the emigrant princes to return to the boſom of 
their g ng 8 : | 
Whatever concluſion poſterity may be diſpoſed to 
draw upon this ſubjeR, upon better evidence than lies 
before the public at this period, certain it is, that every 
meaſure of the combined courts appeared calculated to 
precipitate the ruin of the unfortunate monarch, for 
whoſe cauſe they profeſſed to have taken up arms. It was 
of little immediate avail to him, whether he was really 
innocent of any traiterous deſign againft his country, or 
not, provided it was believed in France; and how 
ſhould it not be univerſally beheyed, when the empe- 
ror and the king of Pruſſia poſitively aſſerted, in their 
proclamation, that, the king was not ſincere in ac- 
„ the conſtitution?“ 11 1750 
The inſulting and ſanguinary manifeſto iſſued at 
Coblentz on the a 5th of July, by the duke of Brunſ- 
wick, inſinuated the ſame fact, and, as well as that of 
the 25th of the ſame month, was calculated to have the 
very worſt effet upon the populace of Paris. It left 
no middle party in the nation; all who wiſhed to pre- 
ſerve a government in any degree popular, all who 
conceived that a limitation of the ſupreme authorit 
was a defirable circumſtance, were thrown, by theſe 
meaſures, into the hands of the avowed republicans, and 
felt themſelves compelled to give way to the ſangui- 
nary madneſs of that fanatical party, or at once accede 
to the deſtruction of liberty by the army of the duke 
of Brunſwick—A4A fatal alternative, which rendered it 
almofi impoſſible to be-at once the friend of order and 
the friend of liberty! r | ; 
The unfortunate Louis did not dare to preſent this 


declaration to the aſſembly as an authentie paper. The 


very letter which ſubmitted it to the inſpection of the 
legiſlature queſtioned its authenticity; and though the 
royal meſſage was replete with the frangett, and pro- 
bably the moſt ſincere expreſſions of patriotiſm, the 
propoſal of printing it for the uſe of the departments 
was rejected, and tae notoriety of the, matter autho- 
; CES L 3 rifed, 
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riſed, in point of fact, the inſolent remark of M. Imard, 
[that the king had aſſerted what was not true.“ The 


republican party acquired new acceſſions of vigour and 
of authority; and on the zd of Auguſt the fatal die 
was caſt, when M. Petion, at the head of the ſections 
of Paris, appeared at the bar of the aſſembly to demand 
the depoſition of the king. The audacious propoſal was 
heard with horror by all good patriots; but it was fol- 


lowed by others of the fame nature on the 6th and 5th. 


A petition had lain for eight days on the altar of the 
Champ de Mars, and was preſented by a countleſs mul- 
titude on the 6th, who were preceded by a pike crown- 


ed with the Jacobin enſign, the red woollen cap, with 


an mſcription upon it, The depoſition of the King.“ 
In ͤ compliance with theſe repeated requiſitions, the 
aſſembly at length determined to.come to a deciſion on 
this difficult and dangerous ſubject, and the fatal oth 
of Auguft was appointed for the diſcuſſion. The aſſem- 
bly; however, had exhibited ſome proofs of caution and 
temperance, which did not coincide with the impetno- 


_ tity of the Jacobins, and the urgency of their cauſe. 


The federates had been detained on various pretences 
in the metropolis ; and even if their ſtay could be pro- 
tracted, the leaders of the party were doubtful whether 
harmony could long exift between them and the mob 


of Paris: the paſſions of the people were now inflamed; - 


but the French are verſatile, and a change of opinion 


might ſucceed. In few words, there can be little 
doubt but that it was well underſtood that the people 
were to be excited by the Jacobin party, and that force 


and a mob were to. effect what they deſparred of from 


4 the legally conſtituted powers. In proof of this aſſer- 


tion, many facts might be adduced. To ſome foreigners 


regular notice was given by the leaders of this party to 


abſent themſelves from Paris on that day; and, we 
know, from the beſt authority, that one of the moſt 
active in the conſpiracy was heard to ſay, If we can- 
_ provoke the people to riſe by the tenth, we are 
oft; 58 | 10 e 
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| Preparations for the defence of the — 95 | 
Murder of M. Mandat—The king and 
efert' the palace—The Tuilleries attacked 


à new commu 
royal family defe 


by the Federates—Refiftance and maſſacre of the Swwiſt— 
Death of M. Clermont Tonnere—Depnſition of the king, 


and accuſation of the miniſters —Impriſonment' 


the royal 
family Murder of M. de Rochefoncault —Flight and 


impriſonment of La Fayette— Submifficn of the other ge- 


- nerals—Capture of Longwa 


and Verdun—Execution of 


_ minifters—Baniſbment of the priefts—Horrid maſſacre on 
the 2d of September Murder of the princeſs de Lamballe 
| —Derree propoſed for forming a battalion of regicides — 
Advance of the combined armies — Action at Grand Pre— 


Armiſlice — Retreat of the Pruffians— Recapture of Long- 
c and Verdun—Weaknef' of the court / Berlin— 11 
conduct of the combined armie . Sieges of Thionville and 
Liſle—=Declaration of war againft Sardinia—Congueſt of 
Savoy—Of Nice—Tranſattions with. the republic of Ge- 


| neva——Succe/s of Cuftine—Capture ' of Spirer, Worms, 
Zents, and Fr aN art—Recaprure of the latter, e 


7ZHILE ſuch were the evident deſigns 


| their proceedings; and as n 


of the ad- 


verſe party, the king was not uninformed of 
— . — now appeared 


but to repel force. b force, preparations were made for 


defending the Tui 


leries in caſe of an attack. Ilie 
dreadful Rubicon was now paſſed, and no hope of the 
return of harmony or peace remained. A ſolemn gloom 


overſpread the palace, and ſuperſeded the natiye gaiety 
of the French nation. Loyalty and friendſhip were now 


put tothe ſe vereſt teſt; and the queſtion was nat, Vi : 1:4 


will conquer, but, who will die in the defence and 


the preſence of his ſovereign Amidſt 5 
1 band retained their a 
ves de- 


misfortunes, a ſmall and 
tachment to the king, and upon different gfe 


voted;themſclyes to his defence. Among dee might 


be counted ſome of the remnants of the ancient ariſto- 


cracy, who made this laſt ſacrifice to their principles 
a whole. errors, e 1 with ſuch diſintereſte 


« | + 


virtue, 
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virtue, became reſpectable. Some had been among the 
moſt forward of thoſe who united in the firſt efforts to 
meliorate the condition of theix countrymen, but, e- 
_ gually remote from anarchy and deſpotiſm, now dread- 
ed the evils which impended on a total alteration of 
overnment.: ſome were the perſonal friends of the fal- 
en majeſty of France; ſome from gratitude, ſome from 
prejudice ; ſome pregnant, perhaps, with improbable 
hopes; and ſome, in the phrenſy of deſpair, crowded - 
round the tottering ſtandard. of royalt x.. 
Among theſe brave and gallant men, none were more 
2 than the Swiſs guards. By repeated decrees 
of the aſſembly, this body of troops had been confidera- 
bly reduced; and even on the th of Auguſt” the king 
had been obliged to diſmiſs three hundred of them. 
The departure of the whole from Paris had been indeed 
decreed ; but the king, upon the plea that the arrange- 
Taent pointed out by. the legiſlature was contrary to the 
treaty with the Helvetic body, had deferred the execu- 
tion of the decree ; and the number which remained in - 
the Tuilleries, previous to the 1oth' of Auguſt, was 
about ſeven hundred. On theſe the court-party placed 
their ſtrongeſt reliance for the defence of the palace. 
© Beſides the Swiſs, the number of gentlemen and 


others who repaired to the palace on this melancholy m 
occaſion, is ſaid to have amounted to from twelve. to al 
thirteen hundred men. I SEN gh” tl 
As theſe were, however, not conſidered as quite ſuf- i 
ficient, the commander of the national guards, M. Man- h 
dat, an honeſt man, and attached to the conſtitution, 0 
having repreſented to the mayor the apprehenſions a 
which he — for the ſafety of the royal family, e 


had obtained from that magiſtrate a written order to h 
defend the palace with all his force, and to repel the P 
attack of any invader. The detachments of national h 
guards, which M. Mandat had ordered to the palace a 
upon aße anden, are ſtated at about two thouſand A 
four hun men, with twelve pieces of cannon ; and Y 
to theſe we may add the gendermerie a cheval, a body of £ 
cavalry amounting to about one thouſand. 2 5 

With this force, well-ordered and well-arranged, = | 0 
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the opinion of ſome, that had there exiſted a ſufficient 
portion of ſpirit, firmneſa, and unanimity in the council, 


within the caſtle of the Tuilleries, it might ſucceſsfully 


have refifted the deſigns of the republicans. , Some de- 
pendence was alſo to be placed upon the temper: and 
moderation which the majority of the aſſembly had 
lately exhibited, and upon the indignation which the 


more reſpectable inhabitants of Paris had expreſſed 


with reſpect to the outrages of the 2oth of June. 


The gth of Auguſt was ſpent in tumultuous and diſ- 


turbed debates in the aſſembly. M. Vaublanc, and ſome 
other members ſuſpected of an attachment to the cauſe 


of royalty, complained that they had been purſued, ill 


treated, and in danger of being aſſaſſinated ; and claim- 


ed the protection of the nation. As the aſſembly mani- - 


feſted an inclination to proceed with deliberation in 
the deciſion of the great queſtion relative to the ſuſ- 
penſion. of the king, the impatience of the populace 
was greatly excited. The mayor appeared at the bar, 


and alleged he could not be anſwerable for the peace 
of the city; he added, that it was generally underſtood 


that the -bell was to found at midnight, and that 
the palace was to be aſſailed, | © 
Within the Tuilleries all was conſternation and dif- 
may. Some ſhew of order was however preſerved. At 
about eleven o'clock at night, the mayor repaired to 
the palace, where he remained till between two and 
three o'clock in the morning. 'There is no proof that 
he was detained by force; but the diſaffected made uſe 
of the circumſtance of his remaining there to circulate 
a report to the injury of the royal party, that he was 
either murdered or kept as a hoſtage. As the report, 
however, reached the aſſembly, which ſat all night, the 
preſident thought proper to order him before them, and 
he immediately appeared at their bar, M. Petion was 
afterwards, probably by his own deſire, put under an 
amicable arreſt by his on party at his houſe, as he 
was aſhamed or afraid to appear more openly in ſo dif. 
graceful a tranſflion.- 7 47 op fees E 
At midnight the alarm-bell was founded, and the 
drums beat to arms through the city. In this moment 
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confuſion a moſt unjuſtifiable and illegal ſtep was taken, 


As it was pretended. that the preſent. council of the 
commune did not poſſeſs the confidence of the people, 
a few periſous from each of the ſections immediately aſ. 
ſembled to elect a new one, and the meaſure was carticd 
into effect upon the ſpot, to the excluſion of the whole 


municipality, M. M. Petion, Manuel, and Danton, only- 


excepted. This ſelf- elected commune took immediate 


poſſeſſiou of the common- hall, and proceeded to ſuch 


meaſures as might moſt effectually promote the deſigns 
of the inſurgents. _. „ 77 
One of their firſt reſolves proved fatal to the royal 
party. As M. Mandat was known to be a determined 
ſupporter of the conſtitution, as it was evident that. bis 
— would afford the ſtrongeſt encouragement to 
the national guards, and would greatly contribute to 
the retaining of them in their duty, and as the order 
which he had received from the mayor was an addi- 
tional authority in the eyes of the ſoldiery and the 
people, it was determined by any means to deprive 
the king of this eſſential ſupport. The creation of a 
new municipality was not known at the palace; and, 
under the cover of this deluſion, a meſſage was dil- 
patched to M. Mandat, requiring his attendance at the 
common-hall, under the pretence that they had ſome- 
chang of the utmoſt importance to communicate to him. 
M. Mandat was at that moment occupied in aſſign- 
ing to the detachments of the national guards the ir dif- 
fetent poſts; and, as if ſuſpicious of a conſpiracy againſt 
nis life, he heſitated to obey. the order. A new meſſage, 
more preſſing than the former, was therefore ſent; and 
M. Raderer, the procureur-fyndic, who. is hy ſome 
ſuſpected of being a party in the plot, joined with two 
other municipal officers who were preſent, in perſua- 
ding him to obey the commands of the conſtituted au- 
thorities. He left the palace about four o'clock in the 
morning, and proceeded; to the town-houſe, accompa- 
nied by a ſingle aid. du- camp. 
We may eaſily imagine the ſurpriſe of this unforfu- 
nate officer at meeting an aſſembly ſo different from 
what he had expected; and his ſurpriſe muſt have been 
ty Ro | augmented 
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augmented at finding himſelf abruptly charged with a 
plot to maſſacre the people. After a ſhort interrogation, 
he was ordered to the abbey- priſon; but as he deſcend- 
ed the ſtairs he was ſhot through the head with a piſtol, 
and inſtantly diſpatched with ſpears and hangers, M. 
Santerre was appointed by the ſame authority to the 
command of the national guard; which however he did 
not immediately aſſume. 6 ; 

The king had not cloſed his eyes during the whole 
of this eventful night ; indeed the only part of the fa. 
mily who retired to reſt were the royal infants. At fix 
o'clock it was thought expedient that the king ſhould 
review the troops. He accordingly proceeded to the 
court-yards, where he was ſaluted with the acclama- 


tion of Vive le Roi! from the Swiſs, and it was echoed 


by the national guards. The "artillery, however, and 
the battalion of Croix Rouge, ſhouted Vive la Nation! 
and ſome of the more infolent- and diſaffected, Vive 
Feon?y 7 7: 1653 Pi] e EOS 


As the national guards were deprived of their com- 


mander, and conſequently at that moment were go- 
verned by no effective authority, the example of the 
artillery ſoon became contagious, and their unruly and 
indecent conduct evinced” how little dependence was 
to be placed upon their fidelity. e ee n e 
As fooh as the king returned from reviewing the 
troops, the gentlemen who were in the palace formed 
themſelves into regular companies of life- guards; and, 
as moſt of them were trained to arms, they formed in 
an admirable manner for the protection of the interior 
of the palace, and, animated by enthuſiaſm and deſpair, 
would undoubtedly have made a moſt gallant defence, 
had the king remained at their head. The national 
guards within the palace were addrefſed in ftrong and 


pathetic terms by the king and queen. They were pe- 


netrated with the enthuſiaſm of loyalty ; an involun- 
tary tear ſtarted into every eye, and in language more 
expreſſive than words, every man appeared to profeſs 
his intention to die for monarchy and the conſtitution. 

Poſterity will perhaps condemn, and the unhappy 
monarch had foon reaſon to regret, the ſudden reſolu- 
HE „ EY 1 | on 
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tion into which he was impelled by the timidity or 
treachery of M. Rederer. At eight o'clock that officer 
entered the council chamber, where their majeſties 
were, at the head of the department; and his firſt 
words were, No perſon ſhall interpoſe between the 
k ing and the department.“ He requeſted to ſpeak with 
the king and the queen in private; he proceeded to 
repreſent the imminent danger which at this moment 
impended over their majefties and all that were attach- 
ed to them ; he aſſured them that very few of the na- 
tional guard were to be depended upon, and that the 
majority were totally corrupted ; that inſtead of de- 
fending the palace, they would inſtantly join the aſſail- 
ants; that the number of the inſurgents was ſuch, that 


it was inſanity to oppole ; and intreated that they would 
repair, as to the only aſylum which was open to them, 


to the national aſſembly. - The queen, whoſe penetra- 


tion led her to ſuſpe& a conſpiracy, and whoſe force of 


mind was generally more. diſpoſed to reſiſtance than 
ſabmifſion, oppoſed with vehemence M. Rxderer's 
propofal, and exclumed—* that ſooner than remove 
the would be nailed to the walls of the palace.” But 
the habitual gentleneſs of the King's character induced 
him to comply. They ſtrictly forbade their ariſtocratic 
friends to accompany them ; but it was with grief and 
relucance'that they ſubmitted to the command of their 
beloved maſter, to ſeparate themſelves from his perfon 
in the haur of calamity and danger. 15 | 

The king met with no interruption in croffing the 


Tuilleries to the Rair-caſe leading to the terrace of the 


Feuillans; but there-he was detained near a quarter of 
an hour by the populace, who mingled with the groſſeſt 
_ abuſe the moſt alarming threats againſt his royal perſon. 
The directory of the department at length prevailed on 
the multidude to give way, and one of the moſt for- 
ward of the inſurgents ſnatched the prince- royal out of 
the queen's arms, and carried him to the aſſembly. 

The legiflative body, at the moment their maje- 
ſties entered, were engaged in a tumultuous debate, 
on the motion for ſending a deputation to conduct the 
king and the royal family to the hall. As. foon as he 
27 | . entered, 
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entered; the king ſeated himſelf by the fide of the pre- 
ſident, and addrefled the afſembly in theſe words; © I 
am come hither to prevent a great crime—Among you, 
gentlemen, I believe myfelf in ſafety.” The king and 
queen were accompanied by their ſon and daughter, 
and the princeſs Elizabeth—A voluntary deputation, 
of the members had proceeded to the door of the hall 
to introduce them, ' Sts . 

A ſingular debate took place almoſt immediately on 
the entrance of the royal family. It was obſerved by a 
member, that, according to the conſtitution, the deli- 
berative functions of the aſſembly were ſuſpended by 
the preſence of the king. It became therefgre a matter 
of ſome embarraſſment to know where to diſpoſe of the 
unfortunate monarch : fome were for placing him at 
the bar, and others in the galleries ; the king with his 
family then retized to the benches deſtined to the mi- 
niſtry; but this was ſtill objected to: at length it was 
obſerved, that they might be accommodated in a ſmall 
box, about ten feet ſquare, on the right-hand of the 
preſident, ſeparated by an iron grating, and which had 
been appropriated to the editors of a newſpaper, at that 
time well known under the title of the Logographe, 
but which has ſince been ſuppreſſed. In this confined 
ſituation, the royal family ſpent fourteen hours on a 
burning hot day, expoſed to inſtant danger, and loaded 

with indignities. OE be 

The reports which had been induſtriouſly circulated 
of a plot formed within the palace for the maſlacre of 
the citizens, had already cauſed the ſavage multitude 
to thirſt for blood. In the courſe of the night, twenty- 
two perſons had been arreſted under various ſuſpicions 
in the ſection of the Feuillans, and impriſoned in the 
guard-houſe. Eleven of them, who were confined in 
a ſeparate apartment, had however the good fortune to 
ſave themſelves by leaping out of a window into an ad- 
joining garden. For ſome time the inſurgents had been 
extremely clamorous in the court of the Feuillans, de- 
manding the ſacrifice of the priſoners; and about half 

paſt eight a municipal officer aſcended a bench, and ex- 
horted them with great humanity to abſtain ä vio- 
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lence and cruelty.. This reſpectable magiſtrate was ſoon 
lilenced by clamour; and a horrid banditti, headed by a 
wretch who diſgraced the name and form of a woman, 
a proſtitute of the name of Theroigne, proceeded to 
the committee, to demand their immediate ſlaughter, 
Nine innocent perſons were thus inhumanly murdered, 
| ſome of them by the hands of the infamous Theroigne. 
Among theſe was a M. Sulea, a man of letters, of great 
merit, whoſe only crime was being attached to his King, 
and the abbe Bouyou, a dramatic writer. The heads 
were immediately fixed on pikes, and carried as tro- 
phies round the city, to increaſe (had it been neceſſary) 
the cannibaliſm of the populace, and the fears and the 
horror of all honeſt men” „„ 
It was a moſt unfortunate circumſtance, that the 
king, on his departure from the palace, did not leave 
diſtm& orders to thoſe who remained to capitulate. 
Much bloodſhed would probably have been avoided by 
this means; and there is even ſome reaſon to think that 
the event might have proved more favourable to the 


king himſelf than it did. The democratic party charge 


this neglect to the duplicity of the king, who they al- 
lege wiſhed to ſecure two chances to himſelf ;—the re- 
ſtoration to his former dignity, ſhould the party within 
the palace prove victorious; and at the worſt he ex- 
pected to eſcape with his life, by taking ſhelter in the 
national aſſembly. This account of his motives is, how- 
ever, probably no more than one of thoſe uncharitable 
inſinuations which at ſuch a crifis the malignity of par- 
ty uſually invents; and the conduct of the King is more 


naturally to be attributed to that confuſion and anxie- 


ty, which at ſuch a criſis de prives the moſt collected 
mind of half its functions. At this diſtance we can rea- 
ſon with temperance and judgment; but how ſhould 
we have acted, if placed in circumſtances ſo extremely 
difficult and trying to human infirmity? 


To complete the public calamity, time was not al.. 


lowed to remedy the omiſſion ; for before orders could 


| be diſpatched to this effect, before recollection had per- 


haps ſuggeſted to the king the neceſſity of forwarding 
ſuch” orders, it was too late, The royal family were 


ſcarcely feated in the box of the Logographe, when a 
dreadful cannonading ſhook the aſſembly. Some mem- 
bers roſe from their Pat, and appeared diſpoſed to ſeek. 


their perſonal ſafety by flight; but the preſident calling 


them to order, deſired them to recolle& that every 
man was at his poſt. The king informed the prefident, 


that he had left ſtrict orders with the Swiſs not to fire 


upon the people. | | 
It has been diſputed who were the firſt aggreſſors on 


this unhappy occaſion. The point appears difficult to 
aſcertain, and of but little importance when decided, 


We ſhall report the progreſs of this deplorable conteſt, 


as far as the materials we are in poſſeſſion of will enable 


us to proceed, - | | 


The number of the inſurgents has been ftated at a- 
bout twenty thouſand effective men. The crowd of idle 


ſpectators who followed them, partly from 8 


and partly in hopes of plunder, is not to be eſtimated. 
The active rebels conſiſted chiefly of the lower claſs 


of the inhabitants of the ſuburbs, diſtinguiſhed, as we 
before intimated, by the appellation of /ans eulottes, 
with ſome hundreds of the Marſeillois, and other fede- 
rates, who were certainly the moſt daring, and contri- 
buted moſt to the ſucceſs of the enterpriſe. 'They were 
marſhalled in tolerable order, under the command of a 


Pruſſian, a ſoldier of fortune, of the name of Wieſter- 


mann, and were armed ſome with ſpears, ſome with 

muſkets, and had with them in the centre not leſs than 

by pieces of cannon, | . 
The 


retreat of the king was fatal to the defence of | 


the palace, The gentlemen within formed themſelves 
as well as they could, part with and part without arms, 
in military array; but as they had it no longer in charge 
to defend the perſon of the king, they ſhould have 
mingled with the national guards, and kept up their 
ſpirits by laying afide thoſe diſtinctions which th 

knew were become ſo odious to the people. The 101 
r the national guards were diſpirited by the 
loſs of their commander, and diſguſted by the flight of 
the king. Murmurs circulated among them; the pur- 
port of which was, that they were ine vitably betray- 
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ed, and that, with ariſtocrates on the one hand, and 
with the Swiſs on the other, they were between two 
fires.” Even the Swils themſelves were completely dif. 
couraged. Their commander in chief, M. Affry, was 
abſent; M. Bachmann, ſecond in command, and his 
adjutant, had accompanied the king to the national 
aſlembly ; the captains of the companies were either 
not at their poſts, or thoſe who remained were utterly 
at a loſs what courſe to purſue,  ' - 
At about a quarter paſt nine, the gates of the cour 
royale were forced open, and the mob ruſhed furiouſly 
in, headed by a party of the Marſeillois, whoſe leader 
drew them up in two ſquare diviſions facing the palace. 
They brandiſhed their ſpears, and levelled their pieces 
with menacing geſtures ; while the Swiſs and national 
.guards from the windows intreated them by ſigns to 

keep the peace and withdraw. 
A A few of the fans culottes at length proceeded to the 
foot of the firſt ſtair-caſe, and ſeizing the Swiſs ſentinel, 
and ſoon after five other of his countrymen, diſarmed 
them, and the main body then ruſhing in, cruelly beat out 
the brains of the defenceleſs victims. On obſerving this 
-outrage, the Swiſs drew up in order of battle, ſome on 
the ſtair-caſe, others on the ſteps facing the chapel- 
door, and ſeeing no alternative but to ſtand on the de- 
fenſive, fired upon the murderers. At the ſame moment 
a national. officer, who headed a party of the rebels, ha- 
ving fired his piſtol againſt the walls of the palace, pro- 
voked thoſe who were in the windows to return the 
fire, The aſſailants then applied their matches to the 

Cannon, and the engagement ſoon became general. 
The conteſt chiefly lay between the Marſeillois and 
-the Swiſs, The national guards within the palace ap- 
-peared at.a loſs what party to take, Either way a ſem- 
ME of duty appeared to diſarm them, and with-hold 
them from LES meaſures, The gendarmerie were in 
the ſame ſituation, and a party of them, who had their 
1 near the coach -houſes, were at one time raked 
by two fires from the Swiſs and the rebels, and out of 
one hundred men loſt twenty-five in this inglorious in- 
activity. After a moſt gallant reſiſtance of more than 
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an hour, in which the Swiſs were frequently victorious 
in different parts, theſe brave men, from the want of 
ammunition, and overpowered by numbers, were ob- 

liged to give way. The banditti, 3 inſtead of 
being intereſted by their gallantry and fidelity, pur- 
ſued the fugitives with the rancour of ſavages, and the 
victory was converted into a maſſacre. Fhbe national 
guards, either from policy, or from that enthuſiaſm which 
we know to be contagious, united with the populace 
in the extermination of thoſe whom but juſt before the 


had regarded as their fellow-ſoldiers. All the Swits 


who were in the palace were murdered ;-many of them 
on their knees imploring quarter. A fmall party of 
ſeventeen had taken refuge in the veftry-room of the 
chapel; and as they had not been engaged from the 
firſt, they gp) ty that they might ſecure the clemen- 
cy of their victors by ſurrendering at diſcretion, and 
ſhouting Vive la Nation . but they no ſooner laid down 
their arms, than they were put to death. Another 
party attempted to eſcape through Marſan Court; about 
_ eighty were killed, the remainder ſecreted themſelves 
in hay-lofts, and in other lurking-places ; ſome perſons 
lent them clothes to diſguiſe themſelves, and a few of 
them conſequently eſcaped, but ſeveral afterwards died 
with hunger and fatigue. EE non EET 
The gentlemen who remained in the palace ſaw no 
alternative at this formidable criſis, but to proceed as 
well as they could to the national aſſembly. The only 
poſſible road was through the Queen's gate; they ral- 
lied all the Swiſs whom they found diſperſed in their 
way, and as many of the national guard as ſtill retain- 
ed their fidelity. The number of the fugitives might 
- amount to five hundred: but as only one perſon could 
paſs through the gate at a time, they were expoſed to 
a continual fire from ſeveral battalions ſtationed at about 
thirty yards diſtance ; and as the red uniform of the 
Swiſs attracted particular notice, theſe devoted ſtran- 
gers were ſtill the greateſt ſufferers. _ | 
Of the remainder, ſome eſcaped by the gardens, and 
others in ſmall parties made good their progreſs to dif- 
ferent parts of the city, _ upon diſperfing, they 
3 — | 8 Were 
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were ſecreted and ſaved by the humanity of individuals. 
It is however with pain that we find ourſelves obliged 
to add, that of this fine and gallant regiment of Swiſs, 
the whole number that ſurvived the maſſacre did not 
amount to two hundred. Theſe, by a deeree of the 
aſſembly, were put under the protection of the ſtate. 
The defenceleſs victims who were found in the pa- 
lace were all involved in one promiſcuous maſſacre, 
The gentlemen uſhers, the pages, thoſe who were in 
the loweſt and moſt ſervile offices, were ſlaughtered 
without diſcrimination, Streams of blood defiled the 
edifice of the Tuilleries, from the roof ta the founda- 
tions. The ſhocking barbarities which were practiced 
on the dead bodies of the Swils it would be offenfive to 
decency to relate. The maſſacre was followed by a 
general pillage of the palace. Some cheſts indeed, con- 
- taining papers and aſſignats, and even ſome of the royal 
plate, were taken from the plunderers, and brought into 
the hall of, the national aſſembly, „„ 
The maſſacre within the palace was the ſignal for aſ- 
ſaſſination without. The reſentment which the reſiſt- 
ance of the Swiſs had excited was directed even to the 
porters at the coffee-houſes and hotels, who go under 
the general appellation of Swiſs, and ſeveral of them 
were murdered, M. Carl, heutenant-colonel of the foot 
þ gendarmerie, was killed in the afternoon, on coming 
9 out of tlie ee lodge, where the royal family 
were; and M. d' Hermigny, a colonel of the gendar- 
| 2 eres met his fate in the ſquare before the Hotel de 
1 Ville. : | LY ET 23 „ 
of all the victims of popular phrenſy on this memo- 
. rable day, none is more to be deplored than M. Cler- 
mont Tonnerre. Our readers muſt recollect, that no 
man had rendered more eminent ſervices to the cauſe 
of liberty in the commencement of the revolution than 
this unfortunate gentleman; and even when he ceaſed 
to act with the popular party, his oppofition was al- 
ways reſpectable and temperate. It would perhaps have 
been happy for France, if the maxims of moderation 
which this great man inculcated had been more fa- 
vourably attended to even in the conſtituent — 
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He was undoubtedly the friend of liberty, but he 
thought liberty better ſecured by not attempting too 
much. His attachment to limited monarchy had ren- 

dered him odious to the populace in the preſent mo- 
ment of deluſion, and his abilities marked him out to 
their demagogues for deſtruction. On the morning of 
the 10th, he found his houſe furrounded by a mob, un- 
der the pretence that arms were ſecreted. there; at the 

| ſame time he received an order to appear before the 
committee of his ſection. While he remained there, 
his houſe was ſearched, and his innocence acknow- 
ledged. Conſcious of the rectitude of his own inten- 
tions, he had the imprudence to venture to return 
through the midſt of the mob, whoſe violence he re- 
ſtrained for a conſiderable time by the charms of his 
eloquence and addreſs, A ſervant whom he had diſmiſſ- 
ed for ſome offence is ſaid to: have embraced this op- 
oprtunity to gratify his revenge, by continuing to ex- 
aſperate the fury of the multitude. It is to be lamented: 
that his efforts were too ſucceſsful. _ FOE bf 
While theſe diſgracefnl ſcenes were acting, the na- 
tional aſſembly ſtill. proceeded, in its own phraſe, © to. 
deliberate.“ But its deliberations were no longer. free ;- 
they were over-awed by a clamorous multitude in the. 
galleries, and by troops of ruffians without, who threat- 
ened the lives of thoſe who dared to think, to fpeak,. 
or act for themſelyes, The ſtouteſt hearts were appalled, 
and in haſte and confuſion a feries of decrees were 
drawn up and paſſed, * declarmg the executive power 
ſuſpended ; the authority given by the conſtitution to 
Louis XVI. from that moment revoked ; and inviting 
the people to meet in primary aſſemblies, and to form a 
national convention, which by a ſubſequent deeree 
was appointed to meet on the zcth of the enſüing 
month, September. On the following day, the miniſters 
appointed by the king were deelared ts have forfeited 
the confidence of: the nation, and a new executive 
- council was appointed, and confiſted of M. Roland, for 
the home department; M. Servan, for thut of war; and 
M. Claviere, for the * M. Le Brun was * 
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ted miniſter of foreign affairs, M. Danton miniſter of 


juſtice, and M. Monge of the marine. | | 
A decree of accuſation was afterwards paſſed againſt 

M. d'Abancourt, the late miniſter of war, for not ha- 

ving diſmiſſed the Swiſs guards; and this was ſoon af. 


ter followed by another againſt M. la Porte, the late 


intendant of the-civil liſt. | | 

Thus in a ſingle day was deſtroyed, by an armed 
mob, an edifice which had employed the firſt abilitics 
of France for three ſucceſſive years in its erection. 
The French nation, it muſt be confeſſed, have evinced 


more prompt abilities for deſtroying than for building 


up, and the paradoxical appellation of © archite&s of 


ruin“ could not have N a happier application. 
e 


This policy (if it can deſerve the name) is ſurely nei- 
ther happy in its deſign nor in its effects. It is eaſier to 
correct and to amend than to produce a freſh creation, 


out of chaos to eſtabliſh order by a motion of the magic 
wand. It is extremely unwiſe totally to annihilate a 


ſyſtem, before another is prepared to ſubſtitute in its 
room. The conſtitution of 1789 certainly abounded 
with defects; but it would have been ſafer gradually to 


rectify theſe, than to deliver over the nation for an in- 
definite ſpace of time a prey to anarchy, licentiouſneſs, 


and diſorder, 7 1 8 
Of the guilt or innocence of the king, poſterity. will 
ſpeak in more deciſive terms than we are able at pre- 
Jent. If he was really a party to the league of deſpots 


which was formed for the ruin of his country, the fact 


will certainly extenuate, if not juſtify, the violences of 


the 10th of Auguſt ; but in the mean time, the evidence 


_ which has hitherto come before us allows us to charge 


kim with no deſign, more criminal than that which rea- 
ſon and candour muſt approve, and which there is 
+; room to believe was that of Rochefoucault, of La 


Fayette, and the moſt diſintereſted patriots of France; 


4 


that of removing his perſon, and thoſe of the members 


* 
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of the legiſlature, from the degrading inſults, the per- 


nicious influence, and the alarming outrages of the 


— 


adopted, whether the form of government be republica 


Lazzaroni of Paris; and till ſome ſuch meaſure ſhall be 


% 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 1 


or ariſtocratic, it is but too certain that France will not 
enjoy the benefits of any government at all, but both 
her executive and legiſlative powers muſt languiſhunder 
the horrid tyranny of a faction; and that faction will be 
the moſt 1 wi and unprincipled that the whole na- 
tion can furniſh. | 5 
From the example of France, free ſtates may in af. 
ter- ages derive ſome inſtructive leſſons. Suppoſing the 
utmoſt that the re publicans aſſert to be true; ſuppoſing 
that the treachery of the king had rendered his depo- 
ſition neceſſary, and that the aſſault on the Tuilleries 
was the laudable effort of a great nation toliberate itſelf 
from impending ſlavery; ſtill the courſe which that 
party afterwards purſued was neither wiſe, patriotic, 
nor humane. They eſtabliſhed their power, not by con- 
ciliatory meaſures, but by perſecution; not by juſtice 
and wiſdom, but by aſſaſſination and maſſacre. The in- 
ſults offered to the fallen monarch were only calcula- 
lated to render him a more intereſting object; the pro- 
ſecution and execution of the inferior agents of royalty 
could be of no uſe where royalty was no more, and was 
only calculated to increaſe the number of the diſaffect- 
ed party. If it was neceſſary to aboliſh monarchy, and 
to ſummon a conyention, paſt experience ſhould have 
dictated the neceſfity of aſſembling that convention in 
another. part of the kingdom; and a form of a conſti- 
tution ought to have been ready to preſent to that bo- 
dy, as ſoon as it was prepared to receive it. yy 
Other free ſtates, inſtructed by this example, when 
they find it neceſſary to reform their government, will 
beware of employing the miniſtry of the populace to 
effect this difficult undertaking. They will ſtudy rather 
to improve than to overturn ; and their decifions will 
be the reſult of inveſtigation, rather than of impulſe; 
they will be voted, not by acclamation, but after ſe- 
rious debate and temperate. deliberation. They will 
provide againſt the audience being more numerous 
and more powerful than the legiſlature itſelf, and will 
protect it from the degradation of being influenced bx 
clubs. A reform conducted upon theſe principles, wi 
ceaſe to be that object of terror and — 
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French anarchy has rendered the word itſelf ; and the 


ſelfiſh or the ſenſeleſs only will clamour againſt it. 
Another caution will be ſuggeſted by theſe proceed. 


ings to thoſe who attempt-revolutions by illegitimate = 
means. The moſt active conſpirators of the 10th of 7 
Auguſt have, we believe, already heartily repented of þ 
the act. Some of them have ſince been ſacrificed to the Gy 
very means which they employed themſelves ; the reſt Fa 
behold themſelves ſupplanted in the favour of the po- by 
pulace by a more vigorous, but perhaps more atrocious 155 
faction. They have ſown, and others have reaped ; the wo 
guilt and the danger was theirs, but Robeſpeirre and Gs 
Danton have obtained the reward. 5 
After much deliberation, the hotel of the miniſter ay 
of juſtice was choſen as the habitation of the fallen mo- of 
narch and his unfortunate family; but on the repreſenta. ö 
tion of M. Manuel, who Rated, that in that fituation pn 
the municipality could not charge themſelves with be- At 
ing reſponſible for the perſon of the king, the place of I 
confinement was changed to the Temple. : ton 
The phrenſy of the populace did not ſubſide for ſome 880 
days after the ſtorming of the palace. It aſſumed indeed, the 
not the formidable aſpect of a general inſurrection, but fro 


it was no leſs ſavage and dreadful in its effects. Several 
atrocious aſſaſſinations were committed, and among o- em 
thers the reſpectable Rochefoucault fell a ſacrifice to his 1 
attachment to the king and conftitution. After having, £ 
with the reſt of the department, been concerned in the ; 
ſuſpenſion of Petion and Manuel, he found it no longer 
ſafe to remain in Paris. He retired to his own eſtate, 
but the blood - hounds carefully tracked his ſteps, and he 15 f 
Was ſcarcely arrived before he was aſſuſſinated; his own ac 
tenants either aiding in the murder, or at leaſt looking DAY 
on with criminal ſtupefaction. 1 n | 
The abſurd rage of the democratic mob, on the days "YA 
ſucceeding the roth of Auguſt, was not confined to the * 
| living objects of their reſentment; but, with @ barbarity MI 2 
. which has rendered proverbial the northern ravagers of 
Europe, they demoliſhed every veſtige of art whieh bad 13 
dere zeigen to monaveby 67 iſtoeraoy z even © == 
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the ſtatue of Henry IV. ſo long the idol of the patriotic 
party, was broken in pieces, merely becauſe it was 
the ſtatue of a king. The buſts of M. M. Neckar, La 
Fayette, Mirabeau, and all the leading members of 


the conſtitutional party, were alſo fought out with a 


ridiculous aſſiduity, and demoliſhed. 

On the night of the twelfth, the aſſembly, apprehen- 
ſive of a formidable oppoſition from the army of La 
Fayette, diſpatched three commiſſioners of their own 


body to counteract the movements of that general. M. 


la Fayette, however, by a ſingular accident, was pre- 
viouſly appriſed of the events of the 10th. He had 
ſent M. Darblais, one of his ſtaff-officers, with dif- 
patches to the war-miniſter. M. Darblais, on the 


morning of the 11th, had advanced almoſt within ſight 


of Paris, when he was met by a grenadier of the national 
guards, who appriſed him of his danger, and adviſed 
him to change horſes, and return with all poſſible ſpeed. 


At Sedan, on his way back, he found M. La Fayette, 


who, after ſtating the facts to the magiſtrates of that 
town, adviſed them, in duty to the king and conſtitu- 
tion, to arreſt the commiſſioners; who accordingly, on 
their arrival there, were ſeized, and detained in priſon 
from the 14th to the 2oth. Fo 1 | 


In the mean time M. La Fayette returned to the 


camp; and immediately diſtributed among the batta- 


lions the following letter : 
© CITIZEN SOLDIERS, / | | 
It is no longer time to conceal from you what is 
going forward: the conftitution you ſwore to maintain 
is no more; a banditti from Marſeilles, and a troop of 
factious men, beſieged the palace of the Tuilleries : the 
national and Swiſs guards made a vigorotfs reſiſtance, 
but for want of ammunition they were obliged to ſur- 
render. | | 725 ; 
General d'Affry, his aids-de-eamp, and his whole 
family, were murdered, ER TIT 
„The king, queen, and all the royal family, eſcaped 
to the national aſſembly ; the factious ran thither, hold- 
ing a {word in one hand, and fire in the other, and 2 
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ced the legiſlative body to ſuperſede the king, which 

was done 5 the fake of ſaving his life. Try 
“Citizens, you are no longer repreſented ; the na. 


tional aſſembly are in a ſtate of ſlavery; your armies 


/ p 


are without leaders; Petion reigns ; the ſava an. 
ton and his ſatellites whe maſters, 'Thus, + hes is 
your province to examine whether you will reſtore the 
eriditary repreſentive to the throne, or ſubmit to the 
difgrace-of having a Petion for your king.” 
The general, at the firſt-moments when this commu. 
nication to the ſoldiery was made, found their di ſpoſi- 


tions not unfavourable to the cauſe of the conftitution; 


but he ſoon diſcovered that fidelity was only to be ex- 
pected from a ſmall circle of. friends. Apprehenſive, 


therefore, that, in the ſpirit of revolt which his arm 


manifeſted, his life would be attempted by ſome al- 


ſaſſin, or that he would certainly be delivered up into 
the hands of his adverſaries, on the xgth of Auguſt he 


left the camp in' the night, accompanied only by his 


ſtaff and a few fervants. They took the route of 


Rochefort in Liege, which, being a neutral country, 


they hoped to paſs unmolefied ; but an Auſtrian gene- 


ral, of the name of Harancourt, being ftationed there 


with an advanced party, arreſted the fugitives, contrary 
to the law of nations, and ſent them priſoners to Na- 


mur. We are ſorry to add, that theſe unfortunate exiles 


have ever fince been detained the victims of tyranny, and 
confined in a noiſome dungeon, for no other crime, or 
rather under no other pretext, than that of having 
been members of the national aſſembly of France. 

The fate of this brave and difintereſted patriot is not 


calculated to exalt our opinions of human nature; on 
the one hand, we behold him abandoned by the people, 
for whom he had made ſo many ſacrifices; on the o- 


ther, oppteſſed by a combination of kings, while his 
attachment to the cauſe of monarchy is the ſource of 


dis calamity. That M. La Fayette is a character with- 
out a blemiſh, would be too bold an aſſertion to be 
made of any human being. His error was the error of 


2 young and ingenious mind, which, in its ardent zeal 


for the liberty and happineſs of his Tags" 


—— 
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did not permit him to diſtinguiſh what was practicable 
from what was merely ſpeculative and viſionary. A 
more temperate and mature judgment would perhaps 
have led him to oppoſe that fatal degradation of the 
ezecutive power, which proved the ruin of authority, 
of government, and order, in France: but in this he 
was no more guilty than the reſt of the conftituent aſ- 
ſembly ; and though in his judgment he may have err- 
ed, in his principles we muſt allow him to have been 
always conſiſtent. Faithful to his oath, to his king, to 
his engagements, he was among the firſt to oppoſe the 
ſeditious defigns of the Jacobin club, and among the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed of thoſe - who contended for the 
maintenance of order and civil obedience. To have 
received with cordiality the illuſtrious confeſſor of re- 
gulated liberty, would have been noble and magnani- 
mous— To impriſon and perſecute virtue and valour 
in diſtreſs, was mean and daſtardly: but, from Tiberius 
to the preſent times, cowardice has been the uniform 
characteriſtic of tyranny. | 
General Arthur Dillon, influenced by. the counſel, 
and perhaps by the character and example, of M. La 
Fayette, ſeemed at firſt inclined to imitate his con- 
duct; and by the orders which he publiſhed to his ar- 
my on the 13th, he excited ſo ſtrong a ſuſpicion againſt 
him, that a decree was aQually. paſſed for his ſuſpen- 
ſion. He, however, was ſo fortunate as to retract in 


time; and upon the arrival of the commiſſioners of the 


aſſembly at Valenciennes, he found means ſo complete - 
ly to conciliate their eſteem, that the decree was re- 
pealed, and he was again reinſtated in his full-autho. 
nog rat ed ts | 17 

The politic Dumourier, who had aſſumed; the com- 
mand at Maulde, ſaw from the firſt the party which it 
was neceſlary to embrace, and anticipated the wiſhes 
of the aſſembly, by applauding the new revolution even 
before the arrival of their commiſſioners : by this for- 
tunate ſtep he regained the entire confidence of the xe · 
publicans, which he had loſt by his continuance in the 
miniſtry, and in conſequence was afterwards appointed 

to ſucceed M. La Fayette in his command, 1 Fe 
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Marſhal Luckner took the ſame decided part. In his 


letter to the aſſembly, he even inſinuated that it was e. 
the treachery of the court which had compelled him E 
to retreat in the midſt of viaory from the Nether. 0! 
lands; and added,“ that now the king was depoſed, tl 
he hoped he would not be ordered to retire when he P. 
next entered the Auſtrian territories.“ e wes tr 
Generals Biron, Monteſquieu, Kellermann, and Cu. tl 
tine, all ſubmitted to the authority of the aſſembly, and v 
of the proviſional council of ſtate, and took the republi. ſe 
can oaths, as well as the ſoldiers of their reſpective ar- 
mies. "© i * . | V 
Though the force of La Fayette had been trifling in ir 
compariſon with that of his adverſaries, as it Wd noe 0 
exceed twenty thouſand men, ſtill he had contrived to al 
keep the Auſtrians and Pruffians in check, and they by 
had made but little progreſs towards the ſubjugation of 1 
France. The confuſion, however, which the tranſac- 1 
tions we have juſt narrated had produced, encouraged fl 
the combined armies to advance, and the firſt conqueſt * 
atchieved was that of Longwy. On the 21ſt of Auguſt, tr 
general Clairfait preſented himſelf with an army of fix- | 
ty thouſand men before that fortreſs. The ſiege lafled b: 
about fifteen hours, during which time the enemy kept a 
up a continual and heavy fire of bombs and artillery, hi 
The commandant reported, that the magiſtrates and | 
citizens, terrified by the bombardment, had inſiſted a 
upon a ſurrender, and that he had only complied with tr 
their requiſition; on the other hand, it was ſuſpected, 
and not without ſome y_ that nothing leſs than m 
treachery in a commander could compel a garriſon of ti 
two thouſand five hundred men, well appointed, in a 01 
place ſtrongly fortified, and defended with ſeventy-one K 
pieces of cannon, and excellent caſemates, to ſurrender fc 
upon ſo ſhort a ſiege. Upon further inquiry, theſe ſuſ- 
ſpicions were confirmed. M. Lavergne, the governor, tl 
was ordered to be tried by a court-martial ; and a de- S 
eree of the aſſembly was paſſed, that whenever it ſhould 0! 
be retaken, the houſes of the citizens ſhould be razed al 
to the ground, and the magiſtrates proſecuted for high MO 


_ treaſon, 
f e „ The 


| FRENCH REVOLUTION. 197 


The capture of Verdun almoſt ee f ue ſucceed- 
ed that of Longwy. It was ſummoned by the duke of 
Brunſwick on the 3 iſt of Auguſt ; nor did the example 
of the puniſhment to be Died on Lo deter 
the inhabitants from -becoming the dupes of their ap- 
prehenſions. As Longwy, therefore, was loſt by the 
treachery of the commander, Verdun was reduced by 
the cowardice of the citizens. Diſtruſtful of the inci- 
viſm of the officers after the affair of .Longwy, the aſ- 
ſembly, by their decree, veſted power in the municipa- 
lity to controul the deliberations of the council of war. 
Me Beaurepaire, the governor, was deſirous of defend- 

the town to the laſt moment ; but the municipal 
of cers were determined in favour of a capitulationg 
and there was imminent danger that the ſoldiers would 
be attacked by an enemy within as well as without. 
The governor, therefore, after much oppoſition, find- 
ing himſelf . e autyoted, drew a piſtol, and 
ſhot himſelf dea upon the ſpot. The conſequence 
was, that the garriſon capitulated, and the Fan 

troops entered on the ad of September. | 

Immediately on the depoſition of the King, the am- 

baſſador of Great Britain was recalled ; with, however, 
an aſſurance of friendſhip. and neutrality on the part of 
his court. 
Nearly about the ſame period, a decree was paſſed 
againſt M. la Fayette, declaring him guilty of high 
treaſon, | M. Barnave, M. Alexander Lameth, and 
and ſome others of the conſtituent aſſembly, were com- 
mitted to priſon, on the charge of a counter-revolu- 
tion; which, however, appeared to be founded merely 
on a Vague mention of their names as friends to the 
king, in ſome papers which were ſaid to have hs . 
found in ranſacking the Tuilleries. 

The plea in favour of republican rovernment is, 
chat it is a government which is calculated to afford 
equal protection to all claſſes of men; that it admits 
of no oppreſſion, becauſe all have equal rights, and all 
are intereſted in the preſervation of them. The prac- 
tice of republicans in all ages has been very inconſiſt- 


ent with theſe profeſſions; but in no inſtance has this 
Vol. II. N inconſiſtency 


ſome were committed to pri 
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g deen more - glaring than in the conduct 


of the republicans of France. Whatever apologies may 


be urged for the ſavage fury of an irritated people on 
ſuch an occaſion as the ſtorming of the Baſtile or the 
Tuilleries, there can be none for the blood which 
ſtreamed from the ſcaffolds ; there can be none for the 
condemning i in a cool and deliberate manner to death, 
with the form indeed, but without the ſubſtance of ju- 
ſtice, upon evidence the moſt vague and incorrect, 
honourable men, whoſe only crime was that of havin 

ſerved the fallen monarch with fidelity. M. Delel- 

ſart, the friend and confident of Neckar, was behead- 


ed at Orleans, on a futile charge, tha the knew of the 


convention of Pilnitz for a conſiderable time before he 
communicated it to the aſſembly. M. Dangremont, 
the late paymaſter of the King's guards, ſuffered at 
Paris on the 2ſt of September, on evidence equally 
frivolous, M. la Porte, intendant of the civil lift, Was 
executed at the ſame time, for no other crime "than 
that of diſtributin money to certain writers in favour 
of monarchy. M. Duroſo oY and ſome others of leſs 
note, were alſo. evidently rificed to the temporary 
deluſion and pr W rl of the people. 

aſſembly loſt no time in putting in force, Vith 
the TT rigour, the projected decrees againſt the 
refractory clergy, On the 19th of Auguſt, the decree 
for tranſporting from the kingdom ſuch of the prieſts as 
| had not taken the civic oath was revived in the aſſem- 
bly,: and paſſed. by acclamation. - The diſtreſs and mi- 


ſery, which many worthy individuals ſuffered in con- 


uence of this decree, cannot be ſufficiently deplo- 
red. Many of theſe victims of conſcience were hur- 
ried from their connections and their friends, and land- 
ed almoſt naked and pennyleſs on a foreign ſhore ; 
1 there to remain till a 

mode of conveyance out of the kingdom. ſhould be 
found; ſome were maſſacred by the populace ſoon after 


_ "they were arreſted : and ho. inconſiderable number 


were rg{trved for the melancholy: cataſtrophe, to which 
we ſhall have mai tothe Fonte. 
ſy ll remain to the * ages a monument or b 
8 „ 


— 
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tith hoſpitality and Britiſh liberality, that ſeveral thou- 
ſands of theſe unhappy: fugitives were received in Eng- 
land, and ſupported for upwards of twelve months, by 
voluntary ſubſcription}; that all parties jomed in the pro- 
motion of this truly Chriftian undertaking; that no pre- 
judices, religious or political, could ſtifle the voice of. 
humanity, or eradicate from the hearts of Britons that 
generous philanthropy which has always been charac- 
enn ff CHE: | 
Of the atrocities which we have now to relate, the 
origin and cauſes are involved in obſcurity. By the- 
one party, they are charged upon a wicket and fangui- 
nary faction; and by the other, that is, the faction to 
whom they are charged, they are repreſented as the in- 
ſtantaneous effort of popular reſentment. We ſhall ſtate: 
the facts, as far as they are known, and leave the read- 
'er to form his own eonclaſions.. ; 
The capture of Longwy, and the approach of the 
Pruſſians, fpread an inftantaneous alarm through the 
metropolis, and even the aſſembly itſelf partook. of the 
contagion. . The rumour was, that the enemy intended 
to leave the fortified places behind them, and proceed. 
immediately to Paris; and this was followed by con- 
tinued reports, that the duke of Bruſwick was within a 
few hours march of the capital. At this diſaſtrous mo- 
ment, ſuſpicion lodged in every heart, and terror was 
depicted upon every countenance. Danton, a man who 
from a low origin (with only the advantage of a tole.. 
rable education, for he was bred ta the law) had raiſed 
himſelf, by his abilities and his boldneſs, to the ſituation 
of miniſter of juſtice, and who certainly projected the 
plan of diſmiſſing the old municipality on the night of 
the ꝓth of Auguſt, ſtood forth in the aſſembly on this 
memorable emergency. He obſerved, that there were 
more than eighty thouſand ſtand of fire-arms in Paris, 
in the hands of private perſons : with theſe he propo- 
fed to equip a volunteer army, who, inſtead of waiting 
for the approach of the enemy, ſhould fally forth to 
meet the danger. Six commiſſioners from the aſſembly 
be propoſed to ſend to the ſections to accelerate the 


cmrolments; and a body of Gs be added, migh 
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be equipped from thoſe horſes which were kept for 
pleaſure. The plan was inſtantly adopted, and a de- 
cree was paſſed, ordering all citizens, who were not 
prevented by age and infirmities, to hold themſelves 
in readineſs to march at a moment's warning; and this 
was followed by another for the diſarming of all ſuſpect- 
555% TTT "= 
Me have had but little occaſion, ſince the termina- 
tion of the conſtituent. aſſembly, of which he was a 
member, to mention M. Robeſpierre. He had, however, 
fince that period, occupied the ſtation of public accuſer, 
and, at the time of which we are now treating, was at the 
head of the Jacobin fraternity, and had been choſen as 
well as Marat (a Pruſſian, who exifted by writing libels on 
the government, and by publiſhing a ſcandalous Jour- 
nal), a member of the new commune, on the night of the 
gth of Auguſt. Theſe two men were intimately con- 
nected with Danton, the miniſter of juftice ; and ta 
this triumvirate the horrors of that dreadful maſſacre, 
which we have now to relate, have been aſcribed. 
Since the affair of the roth of Auguft, Petion had loſt 
part of his influence with the populace, and Robe- 
ſpierre had proportionably riſen in their eſteem, His 
ſanguinary and unfeeling temper was more ſuited to 
their habitual and ſavage cruelty; and, as he is illi- 
terate himſelf, his IRS: is of that fpecies which 
is moſt adapted to vulgar apprehenſion, In the Ja- 


cobin club, this man had been unremittingly clamo- 


rous for the trial of the ſtate-priſoners ; and by his 
_ endeavours to ſatiate the barbarous revenge of the po- 
pulace, he gained upon their affections. 1 


maſſacre, in which it is inſinuated, many of the members 
of the aſſembly were to be included, or whether it was 
imply intended to excite the ardour of the people to the 
defence of the country, is yet undetermined ; but cer- 
tainly the mode purſued by the commune on the 2d of 
September, gl 1 with danger to the tranquil- 
lity of the city. Inite 
volunteers to be made in their reſpective ſections, with 


onder and quietneſs, they commanded the alarm-gups 
ak ons Pn Ny mon mn les, 7 any ne 
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Whether from a concerted plan to produce a general 


ad of ordering the enrolments of 
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to be fired at two o'clock, the tocſin, or alarm-bell, to 
be ſounded, the country to be proclaimed in danger; 
aud they ſummoned the populace to meet in the 
Champ de Mars, whence they pretended they were to 
march in a body to meet the approaphing enemy. 
The alarm-guns ere fired, the tocn did ſound, but 
it was not the knell of the Pruſſians, but of the un- 
happy priſoners confined in the gaols of Paris. 'The 
people did aſſemble, not to defend, but to exterminate 
their countrymen. It is a debt due to juſtice,” how- 
ever, to exonerate the- citizens in general from the 
crimes of that day. The majority of the people, though 
greatly agitated by the alarm which was given, re- 
paired not to the Champ de Mars, as theſe magiſtrates 
of murder and inſurrection had wiſhed, but, as it were 
dy inſtinct, to their reſpective ſections, and there en- 
tered their names as the ſoldiers of libertix. 
A conſiderable multitude, however, was brought to- 
gether. It was compoſed (as the Gironde * affert) 
partly of hired aſſaſſins, and men ſelected for the pur- 
poſe of producing a tumult and a maſfacre, partly 
of the Marſellois and the remnant of the other fede- 
rates, and partly of an immenſe multitude attracted 
to the ſcene of riot by their curioſity or their fears. 
It is however uncertain, after all that has been ſaid by 
both parties, whether the maſfacre was a preconcerted 
meaſure, or the ſpontaneous impulſe of a part of the 
populace. It is not very improbable that ſome of thoſe 
who had loft friends and relations in the affair of the 
oth of Auguſt, might be ſufficiently exaſperated againft 
the ſtate-priſoners (whom they conſidered as the 
authors of their misfortunes), to make the horrid pro- 
poſal. Be this as it may, we can only report, that the 
alteration 


ce more moderate party, including | Petion, rde, 
Genfonne, Vergniaud : they derived their appellation from 
the department of Gironde, the deputies of which were 
amdag the: lenders of the party. The oppoſite ſuction ua 
called tbe Mountain, from its occupying the high ſeats in 
the hall f the convention : Robeſpierre, Danton, Monat, 
Vr. may be confidered as the leaders 5 


1 _ HISTORY OF THE. 

reſolutions of the aſſembly were ſcarcely announced, 
when a number of voices exclaimed, * that they were 
ready to devote themſelves to the ſervice of their 
country, and to march againſt their foreign enemies; 
but . frſt purge the nation of its domeſtic 
foes,” Without further deliberation, a party of armed 
men proceeded to the Carmes, where a number of the 
non-juring prieſts were detained till an opportunity 
ſhould occur of putting in force their. ſentence of ba- 
niſhment ; and there, in cold blood, the remorſeleſs 
aſfaſſins ſacrificed every one of theſe defenceleſs, and 
probably innocent men. | | 
From the Carmes they proceeded to the Abbey pri- 
fon, in which were confined the Swiſs officers, and 
thoſe arreſted for treaſonable offences againſt the na- 
tion on the-1oth of Auguſt, The murderers proceed- 
ed with a kind of method in their crimes. They im- 
pannelled a jury, nine of whom it is Taid were Italians, 


or aſſaſſins from Avignon, and the other three French. 
Before theſe ſelf-conftituted judges, the wretched pri- 


foners underwent a ſummary examination. The watch- 
word that pronounced the culprit guilty was, Il faut 
je largir” (he muſt be ſet at liberty), when the victim 
was precipitated from the door, to paſs through a de- 
file of miſcreants differently armed, and he was cut to 
pieces with ſabres, or pierced through with innume- 


rable pikes. Some they acquitted ; and theſe were 


declared under the protection of the nation, and ac- 
companied to their reſpective homes by ſome of the 
danditti. 2 Sites af | | 

The whole of / the ſtaff-officers of the Swiſs guards 
were maſlacred, except their commander, M. d'Afﬀry. 
He had been a democrat from the firſt of the reyolu- 
tion, and, when urged by the queen to aſſume the com- 
mand in the Tuilleries on the roth of Auguſt, had 


voluntarily abſented himſelf, The affaſſins continued 


the whole night of the ad at the Abbey, and the priſon 
of the Chatelet, whence they proceeded to the priſon 
of La Force, where the ladies of the eourt, who were 
arreſted on the 10th of Auguft, were confined. © 
In this dungeon was the beautiful and accompliſhed 


pPrinceſ 


FVV 


princeſs de Lamballe, the friend and confidante of the 


turn, to remain undiſturbed, ſince to her one priſon 
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queen. When ſummoned to appear before the bloody 
tribunal, ſhe was in bed, and was informed by the per- 
ſon who, delivered the meſſage, that it was cn, 

ed to remove her to the Abbey. She begged, in re- 


was as acceptable as another, Being informed that ſhe 
muſt appear immediately before the tribunal, ſhe dreſſ- 
ed in haſte, and obeyed the ſummons. In the courſe 
of her interrogation, no crimination againſt the queen 
or royal family could be extorted from her; and it is 
ſaid 1t was the intention of the judges to acquit her. 
As ſhe was conducted, however, out of the priſon, ſtu- 
pified with horror at the mangled bodies that lay 
around her, ſhe received from behind a blow on the 


head with a ſabre, which produced inftantly a violent 


effuſion of blood, In this fituation ſhe was ſupported 
by the arms hy two men, who forced her to continue 


her progreſs over the dead bodies. As the fainted eve- 


moment from loſs of blood, like Ceſar, ſhe was ſfo- 


licitous to fall in a decent attitude; and when at laſt 
ſhe became ſo enfeebled, as to be able to proceed no 


further, her head was ſevered from her body. The 
mangled corpſe was expoſed to every kind of indigni- 
ty, and the head, fixed upon a pike, was carried to the 
Temple, and ſhewn to the unfortunate queen, who 


fainted at the horrid fight. It was afterwards carried 


in triumph round the ſtreets of Faris, and particularly 


to the Palais Royal, where it was recognized, probably 


without much feeling, by her brutal relations: Ma- 
dame de Tourzelle and her daughter, and ſome other 
ladies, who were confined in the ſame priſon, were 


ſpared. | 


Theſe dreadful maſſacres laſted the whole of the ad 


and 3d of September. At the Abbey priſon, one hun- 
dred and fifty-nine were wg males excluſive of M. M. 


d' Angremont, Roſoy, and De la Porte, who had been 

previouſly beheaded; at the ſeminary of St Firmin, 

ninety-two unfortunate victims ſuffered; at the Car- 

mes *, one hundred and forty-one ; at the Hotel de la 

e ee pay „Feet, 
* The convent of the Carmeliter, 


y intend- 
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Force, one hundred and fixty- eight; at the Chatelet, 
two hundred and fourteen; at the Conciergerie, eighty- 
five ; at the Bicetre, one hundred and fifty- three; and 
at the cloiſter of the Bernardins, ſeventy-three ; in all 
amounting to the ſhocking number of one thouſand 
and eighty-five®;—including, however, a conſiderable 
number of felons, ho were impriſoned for forging aſ- 
fignats, and for other crimes. The number of the aſ- 
flaſſins has been varionfly reported. They were at firſt 
ſuppoſed to amount to many thouſands ; but the ge- 
neral opinion is, that they did not exceed two or three 
bundred. It is evident, however, that the national 
aſſembly conſidered them in a formidable view, or they 
would have taken ſome more effective meaſures than 
that of ſending dommiſſioners, from time to time, to 
diſſuade them from their violence. It is probable, that 
the number would at firſt be greatly exaggerated by re- 
port, and that the multitude who followed, from curio- 


— 


fity, or the hope of plunder, greatly exceeded thofe who 
were actually engaged in the murders.. 
- The friends of Petion affert, that he took every me- 
chod to prevent the perpetration of theſe miſdeeds, 
but that he ſpoke in vain, while the miniſter of juſtice 
remained ſilent. M. Roland wrote repeatedly to M. 
Santerre; and the national guards were all ready in 
their ſections, waiting the orders of the commander in 
chief to diſperſe the mob; but there is too much rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe Santerre an accomplice in the plot, if 
there was one, fince he took no meaſures whatever to 
prevent theſe atrocities, 5 


— 


It was in vain that the deputies difpatched by 5 


aſſembly exhorted the populace, M. Montmorin, th 

late mayor of Fontainbleau, though he had been ac- 
I jury, was murdered in the fight of the de- 
Puties. During this period of general confuſion and 
borror, ſeveral miſcreants availed themſelves of the cir- 
cumitance, to gratify their private animoſity, and ſome 
oe tab 7 


ere were alſo ſome murderr committed at the Kt 
gerriere, and on the Pont-au-Ghange, PET ba 
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individuals were aſſaſſinated in different parts of the 
city. | | | wy | | | N 

The example of Paris was fatally imitated in other 
places, particularly at Verſailles, The priſoners who 
had been confined at Orleans for ftate-offences, were 
ordered thither by the national aſſembly on the 8th of 
September. The preceding evening a party of aſſaſ- 
ſins proceeded from Paris, moſt of them in poſt-chaiſes, 
and, as ſoon as the priſoners arrived, maſſacred them 
on the ſpot. | 
pied with horror, and even the detachment which had 
guarded the captives from Orleans ſtood paſſive ſpecta- 
tors of the maſlacre. Thus periſhed the duke of Briſ- 


ſac, the op of Maudes, and about thirty others, At 
ome priſoners were maſſacred on the 


Lyons alſo 
nin. ba 5 
The anarchy which ſucceeded the 1oth of Auguſt 
was not ſoon compoſed. On the 17th of September, 
a band of ruffians broke into the Garde Mewble, and 
robbed it of an immenſe quantity of jewels, and other 
valuable effects, the 
been reeovered. 3 8 

Before we cloſe our account of the proceedings of 
the national aſſembly, it is proper to mention a decree 
which was propoſed hy a diftinguiſhed member, M. 
Jean Debry.— The ſubſtance of this ſingular propoſal 
was, To levy immediately a corps of twelve hun- 
dred volunteers, whoſe particular object ſhould be to 
attack the commanders of the hoſtile armies, and the 
kings who were the authors of the war; that theſe 
volunteers ſhould be equipped in a manner the beſt 
adapted to the purpoſe, and that on each a penſion 
for life of two thouſand livres (1001.) per annum ſhould 
be ſettled, with the reverſion to their deſcendants to the 
third generation,” „„ 

The motion was oppoſed by M. Vergniaud and 
others, and a kind of previous queſtion moved upon 
the occaſion, viz. to refer the matter to the commit- 
tee of ſafeexm. 15 | | 

The diſcuſſion was curious and important—lIt was 
obſerved by the opponents of Jean Debry, that the 5 

5 pola 
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The inhabitants of Verſailles ftood ſtu- 


greater part of which have never 
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poſal was unworthy a free and enlightened nation; 
that aſſaſſination was an expedient againſt which all the 
e LR of humanity revolted ; that it might 
be practiſed as well in a bad as in a virtuous cauſe, 
as well by the tyrant as by the moſt patriotic ſpirit ; 
that in the preſent inſtance, it would infallibly produce 
repriſals; that if a band of tyrannicides ſhould be form. 
ed by France, whole brigades would be formed by the 
enemy, for the purpoſe of exterminating her com- 
manders. e „5 | 
An reply to theſe obſervations, it was urged, that of 
all the calamities that aMiaA human nature, war is moſt 
to be deprecated and deplored ; that any expedient 
which could be deviſed for preventing ſo great a crime, 


and ſo dreadful an evil, mufl be laudable. Kings, it 


was faid, are the ſole authors of wars; to gratify their 
caprice, their avarice, or ambition, they in cold blood 
devote millions to miſery and to death; unfeeling 
cowards, they repoſe at home in ſecurity and luxury, 
remote from the danger, and feaſt upon the miſeries 
they have occaſioned. Which then is the leſſer evil, 
to devote one man to death, or expoſe whole nations 
to ruin, to devaſtation, to wretchedneſs, to ſlaughter ? 


The guilt of war lies wholly with the kings; t P — 
8: 


-niſhment falls entirely upon their innocent ſubj 
but let kings once fear for their perſonal ſafety, and 
wars will for ever be at an end. „ 
With reſpect to repriſals, it was allowed, that ſuch a 
decree would certainly provoke them; but it was ur- 
ged on the other hand, that the combined kings could 
not be more exaſperated againſt France than they were 
already; that whether the decree was paſſed or not, 


every means would be employed for the deſtruction of 


thoſe who were inveſted with any authority or com- 
mand; and that even the duke of Brunſwick's mani- 
feſto was in ſubſtance a decree to that very effect, and 
breathed exactly a ſimilar ſpirit of fanguinary venge- 
ance, -.. LED 3» | 


The propoſal was virtually rejected by agreeing to 


refer it to the committee. | "SP 
The advances of the combined armies ſince the = 
8 | D 0 
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of Auguſt had been rapid and formidable. On the 
zoth of that month, general Dumourier called a council 
at Sedan, of all the general officers who were then in 
that diſtrict, M. Dillon having been ordered from Va- 
lenciennes on purpoſe to aſſiſt at it. He explained the 
diſtreſſed ſtate of the French army, and obſerved, that 
after taking poſſeſſion of Longwy, the enemy had pro- 
ceeded to Verdun; and it was yet uncertain whether 
or not they would undertake the fiege of Montmedy. 
The Pruffian army amounted to full fifty. five thouſand. 
choſen men; Clairfait with fixteen thouſand had taken 
poſt at Chiers, to the right of the Pruſſians; and a ſe- 
cond column of Auſtrians, commanded by prince Ho- 
henloe, advanced to their ſupport, and were followed 
by the Heſſians and emigrants, whoſe numbers were 
reputed to be extremely formidable. 4 Wd 
In this council it was determined, that the French 
were by much too weak tg attempt to face ſo immenſe 
a force, or to prevent it from paſſing the Meuſe, which 
was fordable in ſixty-nine places from Verdun to Ste- 
nay. In the mean time general Dumourier had dif. 
patched general Galbaud, with two battalions of infan- 
try, to ſupport Verdun; but from what has been 
already related, our readers will have anticipated the 
event; which was, that the attempt proved entirely 
fruitleſs. 3 | A 75 , 
On the ziſt, the Auſtrians took poſſeſſion of Stenay, 
after a flight ſkirmiſh with the vanguard commanded 
by general Dillon, which conſiſted only of five batta- 
lions of infantry, and fourteen ſquadrons of light-horſe: 
the national guard of Stenay retreated and joined ge- 
neral Dillon, who took poſt at Mouzon, cloſe by the 
army of the commander in chief. „ 
Tbe whole of Dumourier's force at this time was 
ww) and equal to the ſingle diviſion commanded by 
general Clairfait, who muſt have been ignorant of his 
opponent's weakneſs, or he would ſcarcely have ne- 
oledted to attack him. With this ſmall army, the only 
reſource to the French generals appeared to be, to 
themſelves in the thick. foreſt of Argonne. On 
the third: of September Pumourier fell back to Comm 
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_ Prez and general Galbaud, not being able to throw 
| himſelf into Verdun, had taken poſt on the fide of Bieſme 
in a ſtrong poſition. | 5 Ve 

In this critical fituation the genius of the French 
commander roſe ſuperior to circumſtances; and ſo far 
from being diſcouraged by the inferior force of his ar- 
my, he determined {till farther to weaken it. He ſaw 
the infinite importance of the paſs in the foreſt of Ar- 
gonne on the ſide of Bieſme, where general Galbaud 
was ſtationed, and on the 4th diſpatched general Dil- 
lon with a ſtrong detachment to take poſſeſſion of it. 
General Galbaud, on the moment of Dillon's approach, 
had abandoned the paſs in utter deſpair, but on his ar- 
rival immediately reſumed it. On this circumſtance 
the whole fate of the campaign afterwards depended, 
and the paſs of Bieſme was the Thermopylæ of France. 
The ſpace which, with a force fo inconſiderable, was 
occupied by the French gegerals Dumourier and Dil- 
lon, 15 ſuppoſed to have extended to thirty miles ; their 
chief hope reſted on the reinforcements which they ex- 
pected to receive, and their object was to maintain 
their poſts till theſe ſuccours ſhould arrive. On the 14th 
of September, the paſs at Grand Pre was attacked -A 
panic ſeized the whole of M. Dumourier's army,. and 
he was obliged to retreat towards St. Menehould : the 
Auſtrians, however, in this action loſt prince Charles de 
Ligne, who was killed, with a number of men. On the 
17th general Dillon was attacked in his poſt at Bieſme, 
but the enemy was repulſed, with little loſs on the part 
of the French, The Pruſſians next advanced towards 
Chalons, and encamped on the heights of La Lune; but 
Dumourier in the meantime had received a reinforce- 
ment from Pont ſur Sambre. General Bournonville had 
alſo raiſed the camp at Maulde, and joined the army 
with thirteen thouſand men, and Kellermann with the 
fouthern army ſoon after arrive. | 
On the aoth of September the French were firſt en- 
abled to arreſt the victorious progreſs of their adverſa- 
ries. On that day, general Kellermann, whoſe diviſion 
conſiſted of not more than fixteen thouſand men, was 
attacked by a body of troops greatly ſuperior both in 
11 7 2 number 
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number and in diſcipline. The determined bravery 
the French baffled all the ſkill of their adverſaries. The 
duke of Brunſwick, who commanded the Pruſſians, at- 
tempted repeatedly to ſurround Kellermann, but Du- 
mourier conſtantly preſented himfelf, and fruſtrated his 
maneuvres. Kellermann ſuſtained the attack for four- 
teen hours, and retained his poſt till ten o'clock at 
night, and then took another more advantageous poſi- 
tion, the right of the enemy, who ſuffered him quietly to 
make this movement, though it was not completed till 
the next morning. All parties are agreed in commend- 
ing the firmneſs and order which was diſplayed on this 
occaſion by Kellermann's line. The artillery of the ene- 
my made not the ſmalleſt impreſſion upon it, while the 
German ſoldiers were only kept to their guns by the 
diſcipline of the cane. {EIS 
On the ſame day, general Dillon was again attacked 
at Bieſme ; but having poſted, under the cover of the 
wood, a long file of muſketeers, to gall their flanks on 
their approach, the enemy, after a ſmart — of 
ſingle 


their howitzers, which however did not wound a 
man, precipitately retreated, -_ 
The advantages reſulting to the French from the 
events of this day were incredible. It leſſened their ap- 
prehenſions of the enemy, and gave them a confidence 
in themſelves. It proved to them alſo the advantages 
of order and military obedience, and taught them to 
place ſome reliance upon 3 and to reſiſt 
thoſe diſgraceful panics, with which the armies in the 
beginning of the campaign had been affected, chiefly by 
the machmations of trajtors, '' ' | 
The French army were, notwithſtanding, ſt ill in 2 
ſituation of great delicacy and danger. e Auſtrians 
and Pruſſians were till nearly thrice their number; 
Clermont and Varennes were both in the hands of the 
enemy; at Grand Pre the Pruſſiaus had eſtabliſhed their 
hoſpital, and their camp on the heights! of La Lune 
was impregnable. Thus on three ſides, to the caſt, 
north, and weſt, the French were completely incloſed; 
and to the ſouth the roads were atmoſt impaſſable. The 
JJC 
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inclemency of the ſeaſon, and the barrenneſs of the coun. 

try, ſaved the-army of the republic at this period. | 
The paſs which general Dillon had ſo fortumtely 
ſeized, and had occupied ever ſince, proved an inſur. 
mountable obflacle.to the duke of Brunſwick's pene. 
trating by the neareſt route to Paris; and finding it im- 
poſſible to diſlodge the French, he determined to make 
the circuit of the foreſt by Varennes and Grand Pre, 
a circuit of about fifty miles. The length of this march, 
and the great inelemency of the ſeaſon, laid the founda- 
tion of that fatal difeaſe which afterwards proved more 
deſtructive than the fwords- of the French. To com- 
plete their misfortune, the rivers were ſo ſwollen, that 
their ſupplies were almoſt entirely ſtopped, and the com- 
bined army was actually without bread for four days, the 
want of which the ſoldiers very imprudently endea- 

voured to ſupply by the unripe grapes of Champaigne. 
Such probably were the circumſtances which indu- 
ced the duke of Brunſwick to propoſe an armiſtice, 
and deſire a conference with the French general on the 
24th. Various conjeQures have been entertained con- 
. cerning both the motives and the object of this conven- 
tion. We ſhall not waſte time in examining minutely 
the grounds of theſe ſpeculations; let it ſuffice to ſay, 
that there is no evidence to induce us to concur in the 
report, that the miſtreſs. or the miniſters of the king of 
Pruſſia had been bribed by the French; but, on the con- 
trary, there is reaſon to believe, that nothing but the 
duke's conviction of the impoſſibility of oonquering 
France produced this conceſſion. © ' 
I is ſomething ſingular, that the confederate- kings, 
who profeſſedly made war upon the conſtitution of-1789, 
ſhould now (te, ONO of ſo much. blood and treaſure, 
after having wantanly diſturbed. the peace of 'Ffance, 
_ and done irreparable ijury to their own ſubjects) defire 
only a3 their ultimate objett the receftrbliſbment of that con- 
tit ut ion. It is al fact ſcarcely to be credited, that the 
ſame duke of Brunſwick, who in the month of ⁰⁰ 
proſtituted his name by affixing it to the diſgraceful 
manifeſto, in which her profeſſed: his intentiomof reſto- 
ning to the King of France the full exerciſe of his former 
: 5 | functions; 
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functions; in which he pronounced an irrevocable ſen- 
tence of death upon ad the members of the national aſ- 
ſembly, and other public functionaries acting under the 
conſtitution; that in the month of September he ſhould 
acknowledge the full authority of the French nation 
to give laws to itſelf; that he ſhonld entreat i for 
the perſonal fate of the king; that he ſhould with his 
own lips requeſt it as a favour, that any place whatever 
might be affigned him (the king) in the new order of 
things; and that, by his confident Manſtein, he ſhould 
fay to Dumourier— Make him your king under the 
ſtricteſt limits. Do not content yourſelves with tying 
him up like the king of England—Make him a king of 
Mahrattas—Make him a ſtadtholder—Make him the 
principal tax- gatherer of the country Give him only a 
place— that is all we aſk—and then we ſhall have a pre- 
text for retiring.” _ 75 LN | | 
While we feel it our duty to expoſe the inconfift- 
ences of deſpotiſm; while we acknowledge that no 
part of the conduct of Pruſſia is to be attributed to a 
virtuous motive; while it is evident that the imprudent 
and eriminal conduct of the combined courts proved the 
deſtruction of the unfortunate Louis, and that they 
would now retract only becauſe they were too late 
made ſenſible of their folly ; ſtill we cannot help regret- 
ing, that this moderate language, let it proceed from 
what motive it would, was not attended to by the legiſ- 
lature of France. They were bound by all the moſt ſa- 
cred duties to give peace to thęir blee ing country, and 
the boon which was required by the king of Pruſſia 
was the moſt moderate that could be aſked: if ever ſo 
ſtrongly bent upon a republican govefnment, a ſplendid 
title, without power or without wealth, conferred upon 
their former monarch, could not have injured the real 
intereſts of the democracy. Such conduct would haye 
been true policy: by forming an alliance with Prufha, 
France would have cut the very ſinews of the confe- - 
deracy that had been inſtituted againſt her. England 
would have naturally become a partner in the treaty, 
and the moſt excellent conſequences for the benefit of- 

mankind might have W 1 2 ; 
2 £ 
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It had indeed a ſhew of ancient ſpirit and freedom 


when the legiſlature decreed, that they could not treat | 


with an enemy who appeared in arms, till he had total. 
lyevacuated their country, But this was falſe heroiſm; 
it was tinſel, and not gold; and theſe abſurd imitations 
of Roman ſentiments and atchievements, we can eaſily 
fore ſee, muſt prove the ruin of France. True heroiſm 
is the reſult of wiſdom, and conſults the real happineſs 
of theſe for whom it is intereſted. To have endeavour- 
ed to fave the lives of men, and to leſſen the ſum of 
human calamity, to divert the attention of the nation 
from war and conqueſt, to the arts of peace, and the 
uſeful occupations of agriculture and commerce, would 
have conferred ſubſtantial glory on the repreſentatives 
of France. „777% | 

The conferences, therefore, between the. generals, 
from which ſo much was expected, ended 3 in the 
retreat of the Pruſſians, who were ſoon after followed by 
the armies of Auſtria and Heſſe-Caſſel. The firſt poſt 
abandoned by the Pruſſians was the paſs of Grand Pre; 
this was on the zoth of September. On the iſt of Oc- 
tober, Clermont was alſo evacuated; and the Pruſſians 
decamped from their ſtrong and fortified poſition on the 
heights of La Lune, where the French found upwards 
of 300 horſes half-eaten, The retreat of the enemy was 
ſlow, incumbered as they were with fick, and waſted 
with want and fatigue. Their route lay towards Ver- 
dun—lIt has been infinuated, that more than ance ge- 
neral Dumourier might'have interrupted their progreſs, 
and even poſſibly might have made prifoners of both the 
King and the general; and it has, from this circum- 
Nance, been Armed, that a ſecret treaty exiſted be- 
tween the generals. It muſt however be remembered, 
that the French army was ſtill inferior in number to 
the enemy, and the general was perhaps impreſſed with 
the conſideration of how much he muſt riſk by a defeat 
at this important criſis. V | 

It does not appear that the Pruſſians, in their retreat, 
made any conſiderable. halt at Verdun; and the garri - 
ſon which they had ſtationed there ſurrendered on ca- 
pitulation to general Dillon, on the 12th of e 
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The Pruffian commander at this place had ſome ve 
free converſation with general Dillon, in which he #4 
timated the ftrong defire that his maſter had for peace 
and amity with the French nation; 'and in a pre- 
vious converſation between the duke of Brunſwick, 
general Galbaud, commander of the French artillery, 
and ſome other officers, the ſame ſentiments were 
ſtrongly expreſſed by the duke, who virtually diſa- 
vowed the whole ſu | Et 
Nothing can more clearly evince the weakneſs and 
folly of the court of Berlin, than this vacillation of ſen- 
timent. On his firſt determination to retreat, the kin 
of Pruſſia reproached in the ſevereſt terms the French 
princes, and the Auſtrian general Clairfait He told 
them, © they had deceived bim groſsly, and that he 
would remember it to them to the end of his exiſt- 
ence,” On this variablenefſs and uncertainty of conduct, 
offible to think with feſpect. A monarch ſpon- 
„F and without provocation, engaging in a war 
avowedly on a principle contrary to all that has ever 
been confidered as facred by the rights of nations 
a war on the independence of a neighbouring ſtate; 
and breathing nothing but denunciations of vengeance 


it is im 


taneou 


jt 


ance of his manifeſtoes. 


and cruelty againſt x at nation: aud yet in ſo ſhort a. 
time avowing ſentiments ſo extremely oppoſite—Now 
anxious only for war; next ſolicitifip peace; and af 
terwards engaging in war again. It is impoſſible to an- 
nex fentiments of reſpect or approbation to ſuch con- 
N 27. 5 e N 


duct. 


Another ſerious cauſe of blame which Has been laid 


ception of theſe brave, thougł per 


ſeveral of them were actualſy givenup*t6ithe ſlaugh- 
ter; and whatever right the French might have to 


| confider them as tebels, fill the King of Pruſfia had ae- 
pted them as /b/dzers, and they were under his pro- 
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I The re-capture of * followed that of Verdun, 
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on the 22d of October, on which day it was tak en pof. 
ſeſſion of by general Valence, though in fact the capi- 
tulation was figned on the 18th. The Pruſſian army 
immediately evacuated the territories of France ; and 
the country was ſolemnly proclaimed to be no longer 
in danger. General Dumourier had for ſome time been 
abſent from the army; his active mind was occupied 
with ſtill bolder projects, in the execution of which 
- we ſhall have ſpeedily to follow him. 555 
Auſtrians, during 
their invaſion of Franee, was not unexceptionable. 
_ "The rigid diſcipline of the cane and the ſcourge ſerved 
indeed to reſtrain within the boundaries of military obe- 
dience the wretched and paſſive inſtruments of deſpot- 
iſm, the human machines: but the plunder of enemies, 
even though unarmed and defenceleſs, is, it ſeems, no 
infringement of the articles of war. The contributions 
levied by the. duke of Brunſwick, upon the credit of 
notes payable by the king of France, when he ſhould 
be re- inſtated in his functions, are ſufficiently notorious, 
and have been characteriſed by a diſtinguiſhed orator of 
the Britiſh ſenate as a ſpecies of -mindling. The harſh 
treatment, of M. George, who had been a member of the 
conſtituent. „em and afterwards engaged in a re- 
ſpeRable civil employment, was a pitiful revenge, and 
the puerile reproaches made him by the duke of Brunſ- 
—— were {till more contemptible. 
But the unfortunate villagers of . were treated 
with a ſeverity inconſiſtent utterly with what has been 
termed civilized war. Though ſituated on a mountain, 
and well calculated to form a poſt of ſome ſtrength, 
ſtill its fortifications were in ſuch a ſtate that it would 
have been folly in the inhabitants to have attempted 
to refiſt an army, Having, however, been greatly ha- 
raſſed by detac 4 e parties of the enemy, 
the villagers, xyſolved to defend their property agai 


he conduct of the Pruſſians and 


ſuch. parties iti future, though not to refift a regular 
ſummons. The next detachment therefore which came 


in this irregular manner, was very brayely repulſed ; 
but immediately returning with a ſtrong reinforcement, 
the peaſants, after a gallant effort, were compelled to 
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ſubmit, 
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_ volunteers being ſtationed at that place, four deſerters 
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ſubmit. As they were 4 dre ſſed * the uniform of ſoldiers, 


' theſe brave men were judged: to be exempt from the 


laws of war. 'They were dragged to the head-quarters, 
tied to the tails of horſes; and before they were carried 


away, were compelled to ſet fire to their dwellings with 


their own hands, by which much property and ſeveral 


lives were deſtroyed. A mother threw herſelf at the 


feet of the barbarous conquerors, and entreated per- 
miſſion to carry. with her her two infants. Her entrea- 


ties were diſregarded, and the unoffending babes periſh- 


ed in the flames, | 

Of all theſe tribes of plunderers, however, none were 
equal to the Heſſians in dexterity, adroitneſs, or in the 
extent of their depredations. "Theſe devoted flaves, 
who are actually fold, like the negroes on the coaſt of 
Africa, to the beſt bidder, by their rapacious chief, 
ſeemed to carry with them to the war all the diſpoſi- 
tions incident to a ſtate of watery & Plunder was their 
ſole object, nor could any thing deter them on any oc- 
caſion from the 22 of it. Wherever they came, 


like a ſwarm of locuſts, they left a barren wilderneſs 


behind them. Every article that could be removed, and 
that was of the leaft value, was carried away. Not 
only the money andthe plate, but even the clothes and 
furniture of the inhabitants were purloined. They 
ſtripped without mercy the miſerable emigrants them 


ſelves, and plundered the nobility of France, who fer. 


ved in the combined armies, with as little remörſe as 


thoſe whom they denominated rebels. Theſe poor men + 


indeed ſaw their error too late, and found themſelves 
equally the prey of thoſe. who pretended to arm in their 


defence, and of thoſe from whoſe atrocities they fled, 


The conduct of the French ſoldiery was in general 
much more reſpeQable in this inſtance; they abſtained 


religiouſly from plunder, and, as they endured the want 


of every neceſſary with fortitude, were cautious of in- 
juring the rights of others. Their political fanaticiſm, 
howe ver, ſometimes betrayed them into ſhocking ex- 
ceſſes, the moſt flagrant inſtance of which occurred at 
Rhetel in the beginning of October. Two battalions of 


from 
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from the Pruſſian army came to offer their ſervices, and 
were received by the officers, In the courſe of the day, 
however, ſome diſpute aroſe between theſe men and 
ſome of the ſoldiers, when an alarm was inſtantly ſpread 
among the volunteers, that they were not Pruſſians, 
but emigrants and ſpies. With that fatal precipitation 
which in ſo many recent inſtances has charaQeriſed 
the French nation, the reſt of the ſoldiers immediately 
ſeized theſe unhappy men, and, in defiance of their offi. 
cers, in defiance of juftice and entreaty, cut them to 
pieces. N | 8 W | 
General Dumourier on this occafion gave a ſalutary 
example of proper ſeverity. He degraded the two bat- 
talions, ſtripped them of their militaty accoutrements 
and uniforms, and obliged them to deliver up the im- 
mediate delinquents. The battalions, with a returning 
ſenſe of honour, acknowledged the juſtneſs of the ſen- 
tence ; but entreated, that inſtead of being broken they 
might be ſent upon ſome ſervice of more than ordinary 
danger, to expiate their crime; and of their own ac- 
cord delivered up to the ſentence of the law ten of 
their body, who were at once the cauſes and the agents ' 
in this horrid tranſaction, , *' ee ee 
The ſieges of Thionville and Lifle are conſpicuous. 
circumſtances in the hiſtory of this campaign. The 
former is a ſmall but ſtrong fortreſs, and was entrufted. 
to the command of general Felix Wimpfen, whoſe re- 
ply to the ſummons of the Auſtrian general was, You 
may deftroy the fortreſs, and not leave one ftone upon 
- another, but you cannot burn the ramparts.” It reſiſt. 
ed during the whole campaign, and held in check a 
force which was ſaid to amount to twenty-eight thou- 
fand men, and which, in feveral ſucceſsful fallies, the 
befieged 1 haraſſed and diſtreſſed. The town 
was relieved by the general retreat of the enemy; and. 
the victorious garriſon and commander received all the 
honours and applauſe which a grateful country could. 


fl 


confer. 525 5 4; 4s 
The city of Liſle was, threatened early in Sep- 
tember, IT a the 23d the efeRors of th Mpanmo t 


of the north, who were aſſembled there, tranſmitted a 
bo : } public 
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public act to the legiſlative body, in which they ſwear, 

| that“ they would be buried under the ruins of the 
town, rather than abandon their poſt.” As the pol- 
ſeſſion of this city was conſidered by the Auſtrians as 
of the utmoſt importance to their views, no expence 
was ſpared to effect its reduction. On the 2gth the 
duke of Saxe-Teſchen, who was appointed by the 
court of Vienna on this important command, ſummon- 
ed the town to ſurrender, on pain of being delivered 
up to the horrors of war. The anſwer of the council- 
general of the commons was at once modeſt and ſpirit- 
ed: We have juſt renewed our oath to be faithful to 
the nation, and to, maintain liberty and equality, or 
to die at our poſt. We will not perjure ourſelves.” On 
that day the Auſtrian batteries began to play upon 
the town, and were directed for upwards of a week to 
that quarter which was inhabited by the lower claſs of 
citizens. - The principal motive for this proceeding 
was evidently, that by diſtreſſing them in particular, 
they might be rendered mutinous and ſeditious, and 
induced to riſe upon the magiſtrates and commanders, 
in order to force them into a capitulation. In this the 
enemy was diſappointed ;for, on the contrary, inſpired 
with a degree of heroiſm proportioned to their danger, 
theſe very citizens cauſed the keys of the city to be 
carried into the great ſquare, and hung up on the tree 
of liberty; and at the ſame time paſſed a reſolution, 
that whoever preſumed to remove them. for the pur- 
poſe of delivering up the city, ſhould be puniſhed with 
inſtant death. Tunis ſpirited reſolution the citizens of 
Liſle ſupported with (what ſhould always accompany 

true patriotiſm) order and diſcipline. They formed 
_ themſelves into ſeveral companies, to each of which 
were aſſigned its proper functions and ſtation. Every 
precaution was taken to- prevent miſchievous effects 
from the bombardment, and a number of women and 
children were conſtantly employed in knocking out 
the ſuſes to prevent the exploſion, The city, however, 
was {yon reduced to a heap of ruins; and the inhabitants 
were compelled to take up their reſidence in tempora- 
ry huts, or in vaults and cellars, which were formed 
4 | into 
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into a kind of caſemates, by the immenſity of rubbiſh 10 


heaped upon them. The churches- and public build. hi. 
ings were almoſt all deſtroyed; but the valour, pa- me 
triotiſm, and virtue of the inhabitants increaſed with 5 
their diſtreſs; and as ſoon as a family was driven from to 
- Its habitation by the devaſtations of the artillery, it was pl: 
hoſpitably incorporated with another. To the 6th of ſo 
October, at noon, the firing was inceſſant ; ſhells, red- be 
hot balls, and every inſtrument of deſtruction, were ab 
ſhowered upon the devoted eity. The princeſs Chri- toi 
ſtina, ſiſter to the duke of Saxe-Teſchen, with her bd 
whole court, attended to view the brilliant ſpectacle, flo 
and in the hope of enjoying the triumph; of conqueſt. fro 
It is even ſaid, that the princeſs herſelf applied the ed 
match to ſome of the engines of deſtruction. As the de 
garriſon was too ſmall to waſte its force in ſallies, no- Cir 
thing of that kind was attempted ; but its courage and ce! 
indefatigable aſſiduity are beyond encomiums : and Wa 
marſhal Rualt, the commander, deſerves to be record- he! 
ed with every mark of reſpect. It is computed that rec 
the Auſtrian batteries fired upwards of thirty thouſand the 
red-hot balls, and fix thouſand bombs, upon the city, pu 
excluſive of the fire of one of the fineſt battering trains de 
that ever appeared in the field. Notwithſtanding this, cir 
the loſs of lives was not great; ſo formidable in ap- ſio 
pearance, and ſo little deſtructive in reality, is artillery. co 
The whole loſs of both garriſon and people did not ex- a 
ceed five hundred; three-fourths of whom were women hat 
and children. The Auſtrians had flattered themſelves for 
with being able to maintain this poſt, ſhould theß Se 
have ſucceeded in their plan for its reduction, notwith- nir 
ſtanding the retreat of the combined armies: but find- eV: 
ing themſelves utterly deceived in their expectations, an 
on the th and 8th of October, they began to break up of 
their camp, and the fiege was raiſed,” © C01 
The arms of France, at this period, were victorious ral 
in every quarter. The king of Sardinia had long been am 
regarded as hoſtile to the revolution. He had been among ev. 
the firſt to encourage and aſſiſt the emigrants; he had ac- bli, 
ceded to the treaty of Pilnitz; he had arreſted the 
French ambaſſador an the frontiers, on * . evi 
2 | owe | 
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lowed afterwards to be groundleſs ; he had increaſed 
his armaments in Savoy, and filled the fortreſs of Mont- 
melian with troops; and after the affair of the 1oth of 
- Auguſt, he had held a congreſs of the foreign miniſters, 
to deliberate on a plan for invading France. That 
plan was, however, deferred. It was upon theſe rea. 
{ons that the national aſſembly, on the 16th of Septem- 
ber, declared war againft the king of Sardinia ; and 
about the 2oth general Monteſquieu entered the terri- 
tories of Savoy. He deſcribes his march as“ a triumph“ 
—He was every where received with joy, and troops 
flocked to his ſtandard from every part. A deputation 
from Chambery waited on him almoſt as ſoon as he paſſ- 
ed the boundary, and on the 2 1ſt he proceeded with a 
detachment to take poſſeſſion of that city. The muni- 
cipality waited. for him at the gate, in their dreſs of 
ceremony to deliver up the keys: and teſtified, in 
warm terms, the eſteem in which the people of Savoy 
held the French nation. At the Hotel de Ville he 
received the homage of all the citizens, and invited 
them all to an entertainment he had prepared for the 
purpoſe. As a mark of confidence, he left the Hotel 
de Ville in the cuſtody of their own town-guards ; a 
circumſtance which was received with every expreſ- 
fion of ſatisfaQion by the citizens : after this the whole 
country of Savoy ſubmitted without reſiſtance.  _ 

With another body of troops, general Anſelm (who 
had been bred an ecclefiaftic, but quitted the profeſſion 
for that of arms) croſſed the Var, and on the 2gth of 
September, being ſupported by admiral Truguet with 
nine ſail of the line, took poſſeſſion of Nice, which was 
evacuated ws Piedmonteſe garriſon, on the appear- 
ance of the French. With the city of Nice, the fortreſs 
of Montalban, and Villa Franca, and indeed the whole 
country of Nice, ſubmitted to the conquerors. Gene- 
ral Anſelm, on his firſt arrival, was extremely popular 
among the Piedmonteſe, and they appeared diſpoſed in 
er Pan ons ome none to unite with the French repu- 

e. Toned tn den e og | 
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ever, ot from the want of diſcipline in the ſoldiers, it 


Whether from the imprudence of the general, how- 
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is not eafy to determine, but the groſſeſt exceſſes were 
ſoon after committed; the French name was diſgraced, 


and the nation rendered odious in that quarter. The 
conſequence was, that general Anſelm was diſmiſſed 


4 his command, and afterwards committed to pri- 
on. 1 „ 3 l 

An inſtance of ſeverity in admiral Truguet, which 
was indeed juſtified, in ſome degree, by the laws of 


war, and by 12 provocation, contributed alſo to in- 


jure the popularity of the French in the territory of 
Sardinia. On the 23d of October the admiral arrived 
in the harbour of Onaglia, and having prepared a pro- 
clamation inviting the inhabitants to a union with the 
French nation, he ſent it by captain Duchayla, under 
a flag of truce, to be preſented to the magiſtrates. The 
admiral followed the boat, which proceeded with the 
flag of truce alone, and ordered the other veſſels to keep 
ſtudiouſly at a diſtance from the ſhore. The people at 


_ firſt appeared to receive the boat with demonſtrations 
of friendſhip ; but at the moment captain Duchayla was 


preparing to addreſs them at a ſmall diftance, they aſ- 
failed it with a ſhower of muſketry, by which the aid 


de camp of marſhal Lahouliere, who accompanied cap- 
tain Duchayla, two midſhipmen, and four ſeamen, were 
| Killed; and the captain himſelf, and adjutant · general 


Lacouverſiene, wounded. Es 

The magiſtrates affected to excuſe themſelves ; but 
their apology not proving fſatisfaQtory to the admiral, 
he prepared to take an ample, and indeed a cruel, re- 


venge. As ſoon as the boat was out of danger, he or- 
dered his ſquadron to drop their anchors, and cannon- 


ade the town: At the ſame time it was attacked by 
land by marſhal Lahouliere, and, being taken by ſtorm, 
was ſurrendered to a general plunder, and afterwards 
ſet on fire in different places. | 


Io conclude our narrative of the operations of the 


ſouthern armies, it will be neceſſary to revert to gene - 
ral Monteſquieu, and to relate his tranſactions with 
the republic of Geneva. The conqueſt of Savoy by the 


French ſpread an inſtant alarm over the neighbouring 
| Dates, and the ariſtocratic faction in Geneva in particu- 


1 lar 
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lar felt no Inconſiderable portion of uneaſineſs. From 
the other Swiſs cantons this party demanded a garriſon 
of one thouſand ſix hundred men, while a French party 
in the city were clamorous for placing the republic un- 
der the protection of France. There appears ſome rea- 
ſon to ſuſpe& that the executive council of France 
were not indiſpoſed to take poſſeſſion of this flouriſhing 
republic; and, with or without reaſon (for the affair 
has never been ſatisfactorily explained), pretended to 


be offended by the admiſſion of the Swiſs garriſon. - 


Monteſquieu, by their orders, preſented himſelf before 
the city. The ariſtocracy became immediately alarm- 
ed; they extended the olive branch to the French ge- 
neral, and the diſpute was terminated with apparent 
equity on the one ſide, by the diſmiſſion of the Swiſs 
garriſon, and on the other, by the withdrawing of 
the French troops from the vicinity of the repu- 
blic. ö | SLIT 
The democratic party in Paris could not _ for- 
give this» conceſſion in their general. Monteſquicu 
was ſuſpected, and even accuſed, of having received a 
bribe 3 and ſoon after, various charges of peculation 
being exhibited againſt him, to ſave himſelf from de- 


ſtruction, or at leaſt from the humiliation and riſk of 


: trial, he left the army, and eſcaped into Switzer- 
and, | | | +: 2 SIOPI ELIE | 
The 8 of Cuſtine in the circle of the Up- 
per Rhine were not leſs brilliant than thoſe of his col- 
leagues. , It was with conſiderable difficulty, from the 
badneſs of the roads, and the quantity of rain, that he 
could collect his army at Landau by the 29th of Sep- 
tember, On that morning, however, he proceeded to- 
wards Spires, which he reached on the following day. 
He found the Auſtrians drawn up in order of battle be- 
fore Spires, having on their right an eminence, which 
is above the gate that looks towards Worms, a ravine 
before them, and their left extended among ſome gar- 


dens ſurrounded with thick hedges. In this poſition _ 


the general did not heſitate to attack them, and ſoon 


forced them to retreat within the walls of the city. 


Having tried for a ſhort time to force the gates with 


! 


cannon, 


> 1 
FAR. 


162 HISTORY OF THE 


cannon, and perceiving the ardour of his ttoops, gene. | 


ral Cuftine propoſed to cut them down with axes, and 
the propoſal was eagerly received by the ſoldiers. The 
gates were ſpeedily. demoliſhed, and the French ruſhed 
into the town with their uſual impetuoſity; but the 
enemy, who had taken poſſeſſion of all the adjacent 
houſes, commenced a heavy and deſtructive fire upon 
them, almoſt as ſoon as they entered, Fortunately ge- 
neral Cuſtine had taken the precaution to place at the 
head of the columns ſome howitzers and eight-pounders, 
which enabled. him to rally his troops, who were in 
ſome degree diſordered at firſt by the violence of the 
_ diſcharge of muſketry from the houſes. The Auftrians 
had, however, apparently no intention of maintaining 
their ground ; they immediately retreated, and left Cu- 
ſine maſter of the city, The French on this occaſion 
took upwards of three thouſand priſoners, beſides agreat 
quantity of cannon, howitzers, ke. 
The capture of Worms by M. Neuvigner, with a de- 
tachment from Cuſtine's army, immediately ſucceeded 
that of Spires, and the movements of the French were 
fo rapid, that the enemy had not found it poſſible to 
remove their ſtores ; an immenſe quantity, therefore, 
of every kind, was found in this place, M. Cuſtine 
laid the biſhop, the chapter, and the magiſtrates, under 
a heavy contribution: the loſs of the Auſtriaus in men 
was alio conſiderable. | | 


On the 19th of October, in the midſt of heavy rain, 


general Cuſtine, by forced marches, arrived before 
Mentz. The ſtate of the fortreſſes was previouſly 
well known to him; and the garriſon amounted to 
about ſix thouſand men. On the 2oth he ſummoned 
the governor to ſurrender ; who anſwered, that he 
meant to defend the town, but requeſted till the 21ſt 
to conſider. In the mean time the garriſon never cea- 
ſed their fire: but to end it, M. Cuſtine again wrote 
to the governor; a capitulation was agreed upon, the 
chief article of which was, that the ,garriſon ſhould 
not ſerve in the war for the ſpace of one year; and 
on the 21ſt the garriſon-marched out with the honours 


of Wax. | 
| Frankfort 


b 
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Frankfort fell into the hands of this victorious com- 
mander on the 23d of October. In conſequence of 
the protection and aſſiſtance which this city had grant - 
ed to the emigrants, M. Cuſtine thought proper to im- 
poſe on the magiſtrates a fine of one million five hun- 
dred thouſand florins; but on their repreſentation, he 
was afterwards induced to remit the five hundred 
thouſand. 

The ſucceſſive capture of three places, of ſuch con- 
ſiderable ſtrength and importance, in ſo ſhort a ſpace 
of time, is almoſt without example in the hiſtory of 
military affairs. The enlarged and ardent ambition 
of the general would have penetrated to Coblentz, that 
noted receptacle of the enemies of French liberty : in 
this daring project, he complained that he had been 
diſappointed by the tardineſs and inactivity of Keller- 
mann. He wiſhed that general to paſs the Sarre and 
the Moſelle, directly to Treves and Coblentz, and to 
leave a ſmall party to watch the motions of the Pruſ- 
ſians in their retreat. Kellermann, however, vindicated 


himſelf by ſtating, that after Dumourier left him, hghe 


had no more than fifteen thouſand men under his com- 
mand, and Valence not more than fourteen thouſand: 
the Pruſſians amounted to upwards of fifty- five thou- 
ſand men, and conſequently he was neither able to 
penetrate fuch a body, nor did he think it ſafe to leave 

the French territory again open to their incurſions, 
The general, diſappointed in this favourite meaſure, 
11] proceeded to extend his conqueſts in the domi- 
nions of the prince of Heſſe. By the union of the Pruſ- 
ſians with the Heſſians and Auſtrians, however, a check 
was put upon his career before the termination of the 
campaign. On the ad of December the Pruſſians ap- 
peared before Frankfort, the gates of which were 
treacherouſly opened to them by ſome of the populace, 
Moſt of the French garriſon, to the amount of one 
thouſand three hundred, were maſſacred, and ſeveral, 
who had been taken priſoners, were ſent the next day 
to Mentz, with their hands cut off: this diabolical ac- 
tion was committed by Heſſians in the diſguiſe of pea- 
ſants. After the * of the city, a ſmart _ 
| | & 2 took 
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took place between the two armies, in which that of 


the Pruſſians amounted to fifty thouſand, and Cuſtine's 


to only twenty-three thouſand, The French, however, 
maintained their ground from one o'clock till three, 
when they retired to a wood, whence they were able 
to annoy their adverſaries, and to keep them in check. 

Perhaps the whole hiſtory of mankind ſcarcely in- 
cludes a picture ſo 3 of the ſurpriſing effects re- 
ſulting from the enthuſiaſm of liberty, as the ſtate of 
France at this moment preſented. Actuated by this 
ſpirit, the haſty levies of undiſciplined pealants were 


at once converted into regular armies. Battalions, - 


compoſed chiefly of beardleſs boys, chaſed from the 
field the diſciplined legions of Germany and Pruſſia ; 
and though checked by no military ſyſtem, no code of 


War, no ee appointed authority, this principle 


alone was ſufficient to retain them in order and ſubor. 
dination. Even the female ſex partook in the general 


patriotiſm, and many of them proved equal in courage 


and conduct to the braveſt of ours. Not only the ſiſter 


of general Anſelm and the two miſs Fernigs, who ſer- 


ved as aids de camp to general Dumourier, but many 
others of the French women diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
by the moſt heroic exertions ; and even the artillery 
was frequently ſerved by female patriots, who, regard- 


leſs of natural or habitual weakneſs and imbecility, by 


their ſpirit and activity, compenſated for the want of 
that force and vigour which has hitherto been exclu- 
ſively attributed to men. e 
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FRENCH REVOLUTION. 
CHA P. IX. | 
Proceedings of the French legiſlature— Decree. concerning 
| divorces cenſured—Meeting of the national convention— 
Its charafter—Abolition of royalty—Decrees relative to 
the eftabliſhment of a republic on the bafis of equality— 
Propoſal of Manuel for aboliſhing religious eſtabliſhments 
rejected with contempt —Abolition of the titles of Mon- 
fieur and Madame—Diſſolution of the tribunals —Tncor- 
Poration of Savoy with the republic of France—Tll treat 
ment of the general. Convention divided into faction. 
Accuſation of Robeſpierre and Marat Decree againſt the 
emigrants —Decree of fraternity—Viftorious career f 
Dumourier— Action at Boſſu—Battle of Gemappe—Gap- 
ture of Mons —Ation at Anderlecht. I iumpbant entry 
of Dumourier into Bruſſels — Rednttion of Tournay, Ma- 
lines, Ghent, Antwerp, Louvain, and Namur—Invaſiorn 


of Liege—Attion near Tirlemont—Conqueſt of 2 ; 


RA difirefſes of the French army. 


| attract the admiration of 'the hiſtorian, their 
inability and weakneſs as 2 cannot fail equally 
to exeite his contempt and ſurpriſe. One of the laſt 
acts of the lepiſlative aſſembly calls for the reprobation 
of every man who has a regard to goed morals or ſo— 


eial r. It was to legalize adultery, to authoriſe a 


— — of women, by a law which enabled the or- 
dinary tribunals to pronounce a ſentenee of divorce 
between any married couple, not only on mutual a- 
it, but on the application of either party, al- 
fi as a cauſe-incompatability of humour or 
. er. e female children were directed by this 
decree, to be entirely confided to the care of the mo- 
ther, as well as the males to the age of ſeven years, 
when the latter were again to be recommitted to the 
ſuperintendance of the facher: provided only, chat by 
mutual 2 * any other arrangement — oma take 
place with reſpe& to the diſpoſal of the ehildren; 
arbitrators might be choſen from the neareſt of kin to. 
determine on the ſudject. TY parents were to W 
3 | y 


the French, as patriots and: ſoldiers, muft 
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bute equally, however, to the maintenance of the chil. 
dren, in proportion to their property, whether under 


the care of the father or mother. Family-arbitrators 


were to be choſen to dire& with reſpect to the parti. 
tion of the property, or the alimentary penſion to be 
allowed to the party divorced. Neither of the parties 
could contract a new marriage for the ſpace of one 
The confuſion, the litigation, the domeftic conteſts, 
and the fatal jealouſies, that ſuch an arrangement muſt 
produce in families, might have been ſufficient to deter 
men of any information or judgment from ſo. pernicious 


a meaſure ; but theſe are ſmall evils in compariſon with 


the perverſion of the moral principle, which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily enſue, the effeminate, luxurious, and profligate 


Habits, that muſt follow this unreſtrained gratification 


of the animal propenſities. Men converſant in hiftory 
might have known that the law of polygamy has ener- 


vated the whole Muſſulman empire; has rendered its 


ſubjects incapable of virtue or liberty; and that this 
very law of divorces was the immediate cauſe which 
overthrew the republic of Rome. . 
We have already intimated how inferior this aſſembly 
was in character and ability to that which it ſucceeded. 
Its characteriſtic, however, was rather weakneſs than 
diſhoneſty. The majority was undoubtedly compoſed 
of men who meant well to their country; but unfortu- 
mately, by the intrigues of the Jacobins, the influence 
of the Paris mob, and the aCtivity of the republicans 
themſelves, a ſmall faction of anarchiſts and levellers 


3 


became in the end the ruling party. Had the aſſembly 


in time taken the deciſive ſtep to decree the removal 
of the king and the legiſlature, from the factious metro- 
polis, they might ſtill have continued their labours 
with profit to their countzy,.and honour. to themſelves. 


After the fatal, roth, of Auguſt the legiſlature acted 


entirely under the controul of the populace. The galle- 


ries, and not the benches, decided every queſtion, 
Vaublanc, Dumas, and all, thoſe who united integrity 


with reſpectability of character and coolneſs of under- 


Randing; were Glenced or expelled, and the ene 
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of the king was followed by a ſuſpenſion of the whole 
collective wiſdom of the nation. bs 2 8 4 F 
On the 2oth of September, the convention met; 
but if there was reaſon to complain that the legiſlative 
aſſembly was inferior in reſpectability to their prede- 
ceſſors, it was with grief and apprehenſion that men of 
ſenſe and reflection obſerved the national convention 
compoſed of the refuſe of both. Petion, Robeſpierre, 
and a few of the moſt violent and leaft reſpectable of 
the conſtituent aſlembly, were re-choſen.on this. occa- 
ſion; and Danton, Chabot, Merlin, and others equally 
without property, rank, or character, were ſelected 
from the preſent legiſlature. Foreigners were invited 
to become repreſentatives of France, and unfortunately 
they were invited, not for the extent of their abilities, 
not for the reputation of integrity, but becauſe they 
had been foremoſt in the career of republicaniſm, and 
becauſe they had diſclaimed every title to moderation 
or judgment in their opinions on the ſcience of govern- 


ment. The celebrated Thomas Paine was invited from 


England to repreſent. one department; and a Pruſſien 
of the name of Cloots, a wretched maniac, whom the 
humanity of this country would have charitably pro- 
vided with medical aid-in the cells of Bethlehem, was 
choſen to repreſent another. The department of Paris 
was, however, firſt in infamy upon this as upon every 
other occaſion. | There the proſtituted duke of Or- 
leans (now diſtinguiſhed by the almoſt ludicrous title 
of Egalite) was united with the infamous mee 
and aſſaſſin Marat, with the painter David, and wit 

Legendre, who is literally by profeſſion a butcher. 
Actors, news-writers, and men from almoſt the loweſt 
ranks and ſtations, were mingled with the degraded 


remnants. of the c-deyant nobleſſe, and with. tuch of | 


the clergy as had ſufficient laxity of principle to diſa- 
vow their engagements. with the head of their 3 
Juſtice obliges us to confels, gt this heterogeneous 
maſs included ſome men reſpe table for their talents, 
and ſome unimpeached as to their integrity. The bril- 
liancy of Condorcet as a, writer does not, however, 
compenſate for his evident inexperience and . 
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as a ſtateſman; nor do the metaphyſical talents of the 
abbe Sieyes appear Bent Bos happily adapted to the practi. 
cal purpoſes of politic 
From a body. of men — collected t r in a 
moment of politieal ferment, but little of wildem, little 
of unanimity, little of moderation, could be expected. 
Their firſt movements were violent, haſty, and with- 
out deliberation; they ſoon divided into factions, and 
difgraced the very — th of a legiſlature, by altercation, 
abuſe, and even manual cont At their firſt meet. 
ing M. Petion was elected preſident; M. Condorcet, 
vice-preſident; and M. M. Camus, Vergniaud, Priſſot, 
Laſource, and Rabaud, ſecretaries. 
In order to'preferve government and peace, the con- 
vention proceeded to declare, that thoſe laws which 
were not abrogated, and thoſe powers which have not 
been ſuſpended, ſhould be proviſionally preſerved-and 
Tuppotted ; and that the taxes ſhould be. collected as 
formerly. ” | 

This ' buſineſs was fearedly terminated, When NI. 
Collot d' Herbois, who had been formerly an actor, ap- 
peared upon the tribune, and reminded the ſſembly, 
< that there was one deelaration which eould not for 
a moment be deferred viz. the eternal db6lition of 
her in France.“ It was in vain that M. Bazire and 

r members intreated the convention to proceed 
with more dignity and deliberation in'fo important a 
qtteſtion; it was in vain they urged the u. of 
Frans it at leaſt the ſanction of a dĩſeuffon.— The Abo- 
ition of royalty was voted by amm. and the 
houſe adjourned. 

On the followi day a ſeries of decrees were' piſſes, 
confirming this reſolution. All public acts were to be 
dated, The firſt-year of the French republic.” The 

ate-ſeal was to bear the inſcription of the French re- 
public. All citizens were declared eligible to all va- 
-eaht places; and even the judges might be elected 
from among "he - ordinary citizens. The diſtinction 
eftabliſhed by the conftituent- allembly between active 
and paſſive citizens was aboliſhed. - 


| Inthe courle oftheifuocerding fittings the-conven: 
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tion reſolved, that the French republic no longer ac- 
knowledges princes; that therefore the rentes appana- 
geres ſhould be alſo ſuppreſſed. The word “ republic” 
was allo ordered to be ſubſtituted in the oaths and other 
public acts, in the place of the ward © nation.“ | 
On the 127th of September, the penfions granted by 


the conſtituent aſſembly to the ejected clergy were 


ordered to ceaſe, with an exception in favour of thoſe 
above fifty years of age, whoſe penſions however were 
not to exceed one thouſand livres (50 l.) per annum. 
On this occaſion, M. Manuel roſe to propoſe, that, as 


royalty was aboliſhed, the order of prieſts, and all reli- 


gious eſtabliſhments, ſhould be aboliſhed: along with 
it, We muſt report it, to the honour of the conyen- 
tion, that his propoſal was heard with murmufs, and 
rejected with diſdain. ie e iyth REG 

The rage of republicaniſm was, however, carried at 
this period to an unexampled exceſs of folly. With a 
puerility diſgraceful to a nation, the innocent and un- 
diſcriminating titles of Monſieur and Madame were 
relinquiſhed, and the awkward phraſeology of Ci- 
tizenꝰ ſubſtituted in their ſtead, The croſſes of St 
Louis, which had been given to the knights of that 
order, were ordered to be ſurrendered to the ſtate, not 
as patriotic donations, but as a reſtitution, Ihe ſudden 
diſſolution of the judicial boards was a more ſerious 
meaſure, and appeared ſo dangerous and raſh to all per- 
ſons in the leaſt accuſtomed to order and government, 
that even Thomas Paine, who by his adverſaries has 


been termed an anarchiſt in principle, deprecated the 


haſty adoption of the decree, and intreated that the 
tribunals might be gradually changed, inſtead of re- 
leaſing the nation at once, though for a ſhort period, 
from the ſalutary reſtraints of l... 
The conqueſt of Savoy afforded a temptation which 

the convention was not poſſeſſed of wiſdom or forti- 
tude to reſiſt. Contrary to all their former profeſſions 
of a diſintereſted zeal for the liberties of mankind, this 
injudicious and feeble aſſembly conyerted it into an 
eighty-fourth department, and thus by one falſe ſtep 


loſt the confidence of Europe, and afforded a precedent 
+ "2: 


17 . HISTORY OF THE 
for future decrees, which nearly proved fatal to the li- 
berty and independence of France. The decree which 
renounced conqueſt, and which limited the operations 
of war to the ſimple principle of ſelf- defence, was wor. 
thy of an enlightened age and an enlightened people, 
and will be ever recorded to the honour of tha body 
which enacted ſo juſt and politic a To depart 
from that principle degraded a free people to the level 
of deſpotic ſtates, and was at once the fulleſt proof of the 
diſhoneſty or the weakneſs of the national convention. 
The incapacity of the convention, even to conduct 
the common buſineſs of a nation, was alfo ſoon evin. 
ced by their ungrateful and unworthy treatment of 
their generals and commanders.: La Fayette, it 
might be fairly ſaid, had forfeited their confidence by 
adopting and avowing principles diametrically oppoſite 
to thoſe on which they thought proper to found the 
new edifice of government. But againſt Luckner there 
was no ſpecific charge. Yet Luckner was denounced 
as an enemy to the country? the moſt atrocious falſe- 
hoods were aſſerted concerning him; and finally, he 
was diſmiſſed the ſervice. General Dillon had agreed 
to an armiſtice with tbe prince of Heſſe, at a-crifis 
when theſe incompetent legiſlators: (the majority of 
whom were totally ignorant of the art of war, and 
could not be acquainted with the particular ſituation 
of M. Dillon) choſe to believe that he might have 


made priſoners of the Heſſians: for this he was de- 


nounced and accuſed; though he afterwards had ſuffi- 


cient addreſs to procure a reverſal of the decree, Ge- 


neral Monteſquieu was one day diſmiſſed from his com - 
mand, and the next he was reinſtated init, In a word, 
ſuch was their abſurd conduct, that they ſcarcely left 
the republic a general capable of commanding its ar- 
mies, or an officer whom they could truſt,” Great care 
ought to be obſerved in inveſting an individual with 
the chief command; but when it is intruſted to him, 


à conſiderable ſhare. of confidence ſhould always ac- 


company it. No man will riſk his life, his happineſs, 
his reputation, without the proſpect of a brilliant re- 
ward: and if, after the moſt meritorious ſervices, a mi- 


— 


n 1 


litary character is to experience nothing but ingratitude 


and detraction, his views will ſoon be turned in an 
oppoſite direction to that of patriotiſm; they will ſoon 


be directed to ſelf-preſervation and private emolument, 
and he will think rather of ſecuring a comfortable re- 
treat than of expoſing himſelf in a conteſt where he has 


every thing to loſe and nothing to gain. 

The convention was ſcarcely aſſembled, when its 
peace was diſturbed by the appearance of factions, the 
moſt diſaſtrous to the country. On the 26th of Sep- 
tember, Laſource denounced Robeſpierre and Marat as 
aſpiring to the dictatorſhip, and-they were at the ſame 
time charged, and upon, 3 not the worſt 
grounds, with being indirectly at leaſt concerned in 
the horrid maſſacres on the 2d and 3d of September. 
It ſhould be mentioned, to the honour of the conven- 
tion, that a committee was appointed to inquire into 


the facts relative to the inaſſacres; but unfortunately 


the predominant influence of the Pariſian mob deterred 


them from proſecuting the inquiry as ſtrict juſtice de- 


manded. ds - 

The miniſter of juſtice, Danton, gave in his reſig- 
nation on being elected a member of the convention. 
Roland requeſted permiſſion to do the fame, but retain- 


ed his office for ſome time longer, at the requeſt of the 


convention. The ftatement of the finances by the 
miniſter, Claviere, was clear and able. He recom- 


mended ceconomy in the various departments, and with 


an honourable attention to the morals of the people, re- 
probated lotteries. . 


The war miniſter, Servan, ſoon after reſigned, and 


was ſucceeded by Pache. | | 
It would be an abuſe of time, to detail debates 


which were productive of no permanent effect, or to 
regiſter decrees too infignificant to be remembered, 


Thoſe which were :enaGted againſt the emigrants are 
of more importance. On the gth of October it was 


decreed, * That all emigrantytaken in arms ſhould be 


put to death twenty-four hours after they had been 


declared guilty by a military committee; and that all 
Sure the 14th of July 1789, had quit- 
2 ted 


foreigners, who, 
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- ted the ſervice of F rance, and entered into that of the 


enemy, ſhould be conſidered as armed emigrants.”— | f 
The ſeverity of this decree, was however exceeded by t 
That of the 12th of November, which extended the pe- p 
nalties of death to what they termed reputed emigrants, h 
or thoſe not immediately engaged in hoſtilities. b 
By a further decree of the 25th, thoſe unfortunate g 
emigrants, who had returned in the hope of finding par- q 
don and relief in the boſom of their country, were or. p 
dered to depart in twenty-four hours, and the penalty * 
of death was awarded againſt ſuch as ſhould fail in- g 
ſtantly to obey, Whatever apologies may be urged ir 
from the peculiar and critical ſituation of France, in | 
favour of theſe decrees, they will ſcarcely be ſuch as com- tl 
pletely to ſatisfy, the friends of freedom. The confeſlors al 
of liberty, like the martyrs of Chriſtianity, ſhould be ra- bi 
ther prepared to ſuffer than to cemmit injuſtice. They 01 
- ſhould never permit a principle to be violated ; and as a 
their only object, their only plea, is the happineſs of Ji 

mankind, that happineſs ſhould not be invaded in a 
| fingle inſtance, if poſſible, by themſelves. The ene- ſe 
mies of Gallic liberty have forced a conſtruction upon ar 
this conduct which we ſhould be ſorry to admit, and to 
have not ſcrupled to aſſert, that the property of the to 
_ emigrants was the bait that ſeduced the convention at 
to adopt too extenſive a definition of the offence. No th 
Let us rather hope that the decree was the reſult of 01 
haſty reſentment and temporary alarm. That a more fe 

| enlightened legiſlature will, at a time when this, alarm 

| no longer exiſts, reduce its rigour, and receive with ve 
tenderneſs thoſe inoffenſrve exiles, whole apprehen- ta 
þ fions, or whole principles, removed them from their in 
b country, but whoſe offences are merely of a negative WM a1 
b nature. . 6 %%ͤ·ͤ K ETA ſt; 
i * Another decree it is neceſſary to notice, as it has in 
i excited more attention than almoſt any other proceed- th 
= ing of the national convention, and has perhaps made an 
| them more enemies in foreign countries, than any mea- It 
[ ſure which they could have adopted. We allude to ci) 
| the decree of fraternity of the 19th of November. The F 
| circumſtance, in whick this imprudent reſolution ori- of 


1 | ginated 
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ginated, was an inſurrection in the bailliwick of Darm- 
ſtadt, in the territories of the duke of Deux-Ponts, at 
that period at war with the French nation. The 
people, headed by the magiſtrates and principal in- 
habitants of the diſtrict, had declared their wiſhes to 
be united to France, and ſolicited her protection a- 

inſt their former maſter. To have acceded to the re- 
queſt, would have been acting agreeably to the law and 
practice of nations; but with their uſual enthuſiaſm, and 
without deliberation, the convention, or rather the 
lleries, paſſed by acclamation a decree in the follow- 


ing terms: | | 

«© The national convention declare, in the name of 
the French nation, that _ will grant fraternity and 
aſſiſtance to all thoſe people who with to procure li- 
berty; and they charge the executive power to ſend 
orders to the generals, to give aſſiſtance to ſuch people 
as have ſuffered, or arg now ſuffering, in the cauſe of 
liberty.“ : | 
A hafty error is not eaſily explained, and it was 
ſcarcely poſſible to maintain a ſhadow of conſiſtency, 
and yet. to explain this decree in ſuch a manner as not 
to give offence to the neutral powers. The attempts 
to excuſe it, have been, if-poſſible, more awkward and 
abſurd than the decree itſelf; they ſerve only to ſhew 
that the convention were, 1n reality, aſhamed of their 
.own act, but had not the manlineſs to extricate them- 
ſelves from the difficulty by a direct repeal. 

That almoſt every government (and deſpotic go- 
vernments more particularly) do actually take advan- 
tage of the difquietudes and inſurrections of the people 
in other ſtates, in plain terms do fraternize them, is 
a truth that cannot be denied; but it is only the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe that can determine a free ſtate 
in the adoption of ſuch a meaſure. A general law upon 
the ſubject was therefore the groſſeſt of abſurdities, 
and was liable to be, as in fact it has been, miſconſtrued, 
It was no leſs than a direliction of their own prin- 
ciples, a folly of the moſt enormous kind; while the 
French people was ſuffering-from the unjuſt principle 
of foreign nations preſuming to regulate its domeſtic 
. a concerns, 
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concerns, to countenance the interference by its own 


example „ . 
When we cenſure theſe proceedings, —are we the 


— — — — — — 


enemies of Liberty or of France? — No! the cauſe of 


Liberty is ſacred in our eſtimation ;5 but we can make 
a diſtinction between the cav/e itſelf and the means 


which have been erroneouſly employed to promote 


it : the former is unimpeachable ; the latter have been 
frequently deſerving of cenſure. We wiſh ſincerely, 
as Britons and as) men, to fee a free government eſta. 
bliſhed in France. We execrate the oague which has 


been formed againſt her independence; in an intereſt. 


ed view, we regard that independence as eſſential to 
the balance of Europe, and as the beſt barrier to this 
iſland againſt the ambition of continental powers. 


But we ſee with regret, in this inſtance, that it is not 


the heroiſm of a people that will ſave the country ; but 
that wiſdom in council is even more wanted than va- 
lour in the field. N ä 
Notwithſtanding the diſſolution of all regular go- 
vernment fince the 1oth of Auguſt, the country of 
France was in general more tranquil than could be ex- 
pected in a ſeaſon of anarchy. Happily the greateſt 


atrocities were confined to the vicinity of the metro- 


in ſome inſtanees the ſoldiery conducted themſelves 
in a diſorderly and ferocious manner. On the gth of 
October the firſt diviſion of the national Gendarmerie 
arrived at Cambray; and they ſcarcely arrived before 
they proceeded to the priſons, and ſet at liberty all 


1 | , , . / 
polis; we cannot, however, omit uſted mee 


who were confined, except Canone d' Hercique, who 


was charged with a robbery; the ſecond diviſion, how- 
ever, who arrived on the roth, beheaded him. The 
officers of the ſecond battalion of volunteers, who 


were in garriſon in the citadel, cauſed the gates to he 
ſhut, to prevent a communication with the {oldiers of 


the Gendarmerie; but the ſecond lieutenant, Beſambre, 


who was one of the moſt active in practi - to 


confine them to their duty, fell a victim to their fury. 


He was accuſed by his own ſbldiers to the Gendarme- 


rie; who dragged him along the eſplannade, and after 


ſtabbing 


* 


ſtabbing him in ſeveral places, cut off his head, as.well 
as that of a captain Le Gros, of the fixth ſquadron of 


cavalry. A general inſurrection immediately ſucceed- 
ed; nor was it quelled without the moſt ſtrenuous ex- 


ertions, in the courſe of which the patriotic mayor in- 
curred the moſt imminent danger. | 
We turn with ſome ſatisfaction from the debates of 
the convention, and the ferocity of the populace, to 
the brilliant triumphs of Dumourier, and the humilia- 
tion of thoſe deſpotic powers who were certainly in 
no ſmall degree authors of the calamities of France, 
Our pleaſure would have been more complete, had 
thele efforts ſucceeded in ſecuring the real liberties of 
the nation, and the bleſſings of a juſt and equal govern- 
ment. But what the ability of the general and the 
courage of the people atchieved, the folly and wicked- 
neſs of the convention unfortunately rendered nugato- 
ry and abortive, | | 


On the 12th of October, general Dumourier re- 


paired to Paris to concert meaſures for the winter 


campaign ; and after a ſtay of only four days, he re- 


turned to the army to make the neceſſary arrange- 


ments, and to prepare for entering the Auſtrian Ne- 
therlands. From the period when the ſiege of Lifle 
was raiſed, the Auſtrians had continued to retire before 
the victorious French. Within their own territories, 
however, they determined to make a ſerious ſtand, and 


there they began to collect their ſcattered forces. Tha 


firſt reſiſtance which Dumourier experienced was at 
the'village of Boſſu, which is fituated about a league 
from the fince celebrated poſt of Gemappe. At this 
place the general repteſents the enemy to have taken 
an excellent poſition; but they were unable to with- 
ſtand the excellence 'of the French artillery, and the 
ardour of the dragoons, The Auſtrians were in num- 
ber from eight to ten thouſand; and they had one hun- 
dred and fifty killed, and two hundred taken priſoners: 
the French loft only twenty. This action took place 


on the 4th of November, and the Auftrians were ſo 


officers had juſt. prepared a very ſplendid banquet, 
1 e which 


little in expectation of an attack, at that time, that the 
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2 the French arrived juſt in time to take poſſeſ- 
on of. TR „ | | 
From Boſſu Dumourier proceeded, early the next 
morning, towards Mons, and ſoon came in fight of the 
enemy, ſtrongly poſted on the heights of Gemappe. 
Their right was covered by the village of that name, 
and by the river; and their left by thick woods. Three 
rows of fortifications were obſerved, one above another 
like the ſeats of an amphitheatre, upon which were 
mounted nearly one hundred pieces of cannon. Had 
the general therefore truſted to his artillery in this en- 
gagement, the advantage of the ground was fo infi- 
nitely in favour of the enemy, that he muſt probably 
have been defeated. Here the enthuſiaſm of the French 
character proved an excellent auxiliary to the ſkill of 
the general. The army, which was principally compoſed 
of young men, had been long ambitious of a cloſe en- 
gagement. The general ſecretly favoured the deſign, 
but he reſtrained their ardour only in the hope of in- 
creaſing it. 1 I 
The French paſſed the night within ſight of their 
adverſaries. At ſeven in the morning of the 6th, a 
very heavy cannonade commenced on both ſides, and 
continued till ten without much effect on the part of 
the French, which confirmed the general in his ſenti- 
ments with reſpect to the mode of attack which it 
would be proper to purſue. As he went along the bot- 
tom of the line, the troops teſtifiedthe utmolt impatience 
to charge the enemy with their bayonets. The gene- 
ral, however, contented himſelf with ordering colonel 
Thuvenot, adjutant-general, to attack the village of 
Carignon (which was neceſlary to enable him to aſſail 
Gemappe on that ſide), and at the ſame time approach. 
ing the batteries, to produce greater effect. | 
At noon the French general determined on a clo 
attack, The number of the French who formed for 
- this purpoſe amounted to about thirty thouſand, and the 
Auſtrians are computed at the loweſt to have been up- 
wards of twenty-four thouſand, three thouſand of which 
were cavalry, The right wing of the French, conſiſting 
of the van-guard, was commanded by generals e 
SEE bo a 4 ee | Ville 
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ville and Dampierre; and the centre by generals Egalite, 
Stetenboffe, Deſporets, and Drouet. The infantry 
formed almoſt inſtantaneouſly, and the general pre- 
ſenting himſelf in the front of the line, the muſic, by 
a ſignal previouſly appointed, began to play the cele- 
brated Mazſeillois ſong. The ſoldiers, thus encoura- 
ged, ruſhed impetuouſly on with ſhouts of © Vive la na- 
tion!“ and joining in the chorus of their favourite tune. 
The firſt line of redoubts was inftantly carried. The 
cavalry:of the enemy, however, advancing at this criſis, 
with a view of flanking the French, the general diſ- 
patched young Egalite to repel this attacs, and ſup- 
ported him moſt opportunely by a detachment of chaſ- 


ſeurs and huſſars. At the ſame moment ſome diſorder 


appearing in Bournonville's cavalry, general Dumou- 
rier rallied them himſelf, and in the mean time the left 
wing, which conſiſted chiefly of the Belgian volunteers, 
had obtained poſſeſſion of Gemappe, and the centre 
carried the ſecond line of redoubts. 
After a ſhort reſiſtance on the heights, the enemy, 
at about two o'clock, retreated with the utmoſt preci- 
pitation and diſorder to Mons. The French in this en- 
gagement experienced the moſt obſt inate reſiſtance 
from the Hungarians, through whoſe ranks they could 
only force their way by cutting down their opponents. 
The loſs of both parties. in this action has been differ- 
ently eſtimated. It muſt have been great, for there 
has ſeldom been a field more ,obitinately conteſted; 
that of the Auſtrians muſt have exceeded the loſs of 
the French, ſince an enemy who flies in the early part 
of the day always 3 but Dumourier 
led and wounded, 
when he ſtated it at four thouſand, as he eſt imates his 
own at only nine hundred; and the loſs: muſt have. 
deen more equal. 5 e 
The buſineſs of this day ſerved to inſpire the Au- 
ſtrians with the ſame reſpectable opinion of French 
valour which was entertained previouſly, and acknow- 
ledged by the duke of Brunſwick. Some ſignal acts 
of courage were performed. The young general Ega- 
lite acquired much reputation 3 and ſuch was the en- 


thuſiaſm of all ranks, that Baptiſte, Dumourier's valet... 


Q 3 de-chambre 
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de- chambre, rallied and brought up to the charge a re. 


giment of dragoons, and two battalions of national 
guards, who had been repulſed. | | 

The victory of Gemappe was deciſive as to the fate 
of the Netherlands. The general inſtantly ſummoned 
the city of Mons, which on the ſucceeding morning 
ſurrendered, and was taken poſſeſſion of by general 


Bournonville. From Mons Dumourier- proceeded to 


Bruſſels, which he entered on the 14th of Nevember. 
On the heights of Anderlecht, adjoining to the city, 


the rear of the enemy, amounting to about ten thou- 
fand men, commanded by the prince de Wirtemberg, 
affected to make a ſtand; but it was probably only in- 


tended to favour the retreat of the governors and civil 
authorities from Bruſſels. After a conteſt of ſix hours, 


in the courſe of which the French general aſſerts, an 
immenſe number of the enemy were killed, the Au- 


ſtrians followed their main army, and the general en- 


tered Bruſſels in triumph. The moderation and wiſ- 
dom of Dumourier . equal in every reſpect to his 
military excellence. He mformed the citizens, that 


üt was his intention carefully to abſtain from interfering 


in the internal government of the country. A provi- 
ſional legiſlative aſſembly was choſen, among whom 
were the duc d'Urſel, baron Walkiers, and other dif- 
tinguiſhed patriots. It would have been happy for 
France, as well as the Netherlands, if the ſame ſyſtem 
of moderation had continued to prevail. 

It is a ſingular fact, that general Dumourier had pro- 


miſed the French miniftry that he would keep his 


Chriſtmas at Bruſſels. This aſſertion, which was really 


founded on an actual knowledge of the ſtate of the 
enemy, but was at the moment regarded as the extra- 


vagant boa} of a vain-glorious man, was more than 
realized, for he anticipated the performance of his en- 
gagement by five weeks, | - 


he theſe affairs were tranſacting, Tournay, Ma- 


lines, Ghent, and Antwerp, opened their gates to'ge- 


neral Labourdonnaye. Louvain and Namur, after a 


faint reſiſtance by the Auſtrian general Beaulieu, were 


French 


taken by general Valence; Oſtend was entered by the 


; N | - . 


I  ——— — 
French fleet on the 15th of November; the citadels 
of Antwerp and Namur reſiſted for a ſhort time, but 
the former capitulated on the 28th of November to 
general Miranda, and the latter on the 2d of Decem- 
ber to general Valence: in a word, the whole* of the 


Auſtrian Netherlands, Luxemburg only excepted, were 


ſubjected to the victorious arms of France before the 
concluſion of the year. | 
On the 18th of November, general Dumourier re- 
ceived a flag of truce from the prince de Saxe-Teſchen, 
conveying a propoſal on the. part of general Clairfait 
for a ſuſpenſion of arms during the remainder of the 
winter ſeaſon, To have acceded to this propoſal, and 
to have diſbanded a part of the army, and put the reſt 
into winter quarters, would have been wiſe conduct 
in the French, and was that which there 1s reaſon to 
think the inclinations of the general would have led 
him to purſue.. He however returned a verbal anſwer, 
« that he could only ſend general Clairfait's letter to 
the executive council of the republic, and in the mean 
time ſhould continue the operations of the campaign,” 
As it 1s probable-that the determination of the exe- 
cutive council was in fayour of a winter campaign, the 
active genius of Dumourier loſt no time in following 
up his ſucceſſes, and purſued the flying enemy into the, 
territory of Liege. On the 21ſt of November he pro- 
ceeded with an advanced guard of five thouſand men 
to Tirlemont, where the whole of the enemy's army 
was encamped behind the city, with an advanced 
guard of three or four thouſand men on the heights 
of Cumptich. He attacked with his irreſiſtible artil- 
lery this advanced guard, which was reinforced by 
five thouſand men, but undertook nothing. At break 
of day on the 22d, the whole of the Auſtrians decamped 
from Tirlemont, after having loſt in this action not leſs 
than four hundred of their beſt troops. General Du- 
mourier halted only one day at Tirlemont, and on the 
27th overtook again, almoſt at the gates of Liege, the 
rear-guard of the Imperialiſts, amounting to twelve 
thouſand men, and commanded by general Staray. The 
Erench drove them ſucceſſively from ſix villages, and 
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at laſt from an entrenchment. The conflict laſted ten 
hours, in which the Auſtrians loſt their general Staray, 
an immenſe train of artillery, and five or ſix hundred 
men killed and wounded, befides innumerable priſoners 
and deſerters. On the following day the French ge. 


18 0 


neral entered Liege, | 


Such was the triumphant career of this extraordinary 
man—a career which, as is aſſerted by the general, was 


only arreſted by the treachery.of the Jacobin party in 


Paris. His firſt victories, he obſerves, were ſcarcely 
announced, before he was publicly flandered and abu- 
Jed in the convention, by the unprincipled faction of 
Marat and Robeſpierre, Under the influence of this 
party, he ſuppoſes the war-miniſter Pache to have act- 


ed; and every criminal means, he aſſerts, was put in 
practice to diſtreſs and haraſs the gallant foldiers of li- 


berty. While immenſe ſums were voted by the con- 
vention, the army was deſtitute of every neceſſary of 


life. Unprovided of mattreſſes or coverlets, or even of 
ſtraw to repoſe, on, theſe brave men, wn a rainy and 
_ mnclement winter, were compelled to ſleep upon the 


wet ground; and ſome of them, to. avoid the evils 
which muſt be conſequent from ſuch a ſituation, actually 
laſhed themſelves to the trunks of trees, and flept in a 
landing poſition. The foldiers were almoſt literally 
naked, without coats, without ſhoes; and their arms 
were deſtroyed for want of cloaks to cover them trom 
the wet. The conſequence was, that numbers of them 
periſhed, and Rill greater numbers deſerted and re- 
turned home. The general's own words are ftrong— 
«To retard and cruſh my ſucceſſes,” ſays he, the 
miniſter Pache, ſupported by the criminal faction to 
whom all our evils are to be aſcribed, ſuffered the vic- 
torious army to want every thing, and fucceeded in 
diſbanding it by famine and .nakedneſs. The conſe- 
quence was, that more than fifteen thouſand men were 
in the hoſpitals, more than twenty-five thouſand de- 
ſerted through miſery and diſguſt, and upwards of ten 
thouſand horſes died of hunger!” © 
If this ſtatement be juſt, it will be eaſy to account 
ar the ſubſequent misfortunes and overthrow — — 


of 
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French army in Flanders. The other party, however, 


have not failed to tecriminate on the general, and have 


aſſerted, that he was bribed to betray the cauſe of the 
republic—that he entered into ſecret and criminal 
treaties with the King of Pruſſia, in an early flage of 


the conteſt, and folely with a view to his own advan- 


tage. He made a wanton ſacrifice, it is ſaid, of his own 
ſoldiers at Gemappe, by his injudicious diſpoſition of 
the army on the attack, and afterwards took every 


means to enrich himſelf, and injure. the public cauſe. 
Of theſe mutual accuſations, it is impoſſible to form at 


preſent a correct judgment; we can only ſtate, from 
the teſtimony of eye-witneſſes, that the army was moſt 
jhamefully neglected during the winter- campaign; and 
was certainly, as Dumourier aſſerts, in want of cxery 
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Proceedings of the convention preliminary to the trial of the 
king State of parties —Trial and condemnation of Louis 
XVI. —His execution—Reſignation of members and mi. 
niſters—War with England and Holland Nea conſtitu. 
tion Mar with Spain—Surrender of Breda and Ger-, 
truydenburgh—Reverſe of fortune to the French Defeat 
of Miranda-—of Valence—Miſcarriage at Cagliari De- 
feat of Dumourier— His defeftion—Congreſs at Antwerp 
AAnſurrection in La Vendee—Defeftion of Corfica—Ba- 
. mniſhment of the Bourbons—Abaſement of Egalite— In- 
; priſonment of Marat Intelligence from Dampierre. 


X7HILE ſuch was their criminal inattention to 
the armies of the republic, the infatuated con- 
vention was amuſing itſelf with a petty and ignoble 
triumph. over their fallen ſovereign ; and inſtead of 
uniting with firmneſs and patriotiſm againſt that com- 
bination of deſpots which threatened the extinction of 
their liberties, they were only active to diſpute, and 
perſevering to oppreſs. Sl er : 

To underftand rightly the origin of the violent pro- 
ecedings againſt the depoſed monarch, it will be neceſ- 

| ſary to revert to the ſtate of parties in France at a pe- 
riod anterior to that of which we are now treating, It 

will be remembered that we. intimated, that almoſt 
from the firſt aſſembling of the national convention, 
that body was divided by faction, and two virulent par- 
tieg contended earneſtly for the ſovereign authority. 
The purty which firſt aſſumed the reins of government 
after the depoſition of the king, affected a tone of 
moderation ; and either ffom principle, policy, com- 
pat, or engagement, intended, we are diſpoſed to be- 
lieve, to fave the life of the unfortunate monarch. The 

* multitude, on the other hand, is always ſanguinary; 
and whoever contemplates the conduct of the French 
populace, as diſplayed in ſo many fatal inftances in the 
courſe of this hiſtory, will be diſpoſed to acknowledge, 
that either from a haſty ar violent ſpirit, or from the 

: _— | mT influence 
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influence of thoſe habits which were acquired under 
the old government, they have ated on moſt occa- 
ſions with more than uſual cruelty, Many circum- 


itances contributed to exaſperate this infatuated people 


againſt the unhappy king, Though other nations may 
doubt of his guilt in promoting the deſigns of the 


counter-revolutioniſts, no doubt of it was entertain- 

ed in France. The intemperate revenge of thoſe who 

had loſt near connections or friends on the fatal 1oth 

of Auguſt was not 8 ſatisfied, and a conſiderable 
t 


ſhare of the guilt of that day was unjuſtly thrown upon 
a ſingle illuſtrious victim. Theſe paſſions were indu- 
ſtriouſly cheriſhed by the great movers of faction and 


ſedition; they had acquired a decided majority in the 


Jacobin clubs who governed the nation, and every 
thing conſpired for the promotion of their views. The 
Gironde, or moderate party, themſelves were reduced 
to a ſingular dilemma, If the king was innocent, then 
they, who were the chief authors and actors in the 
dreadful affair of the 10th of Auguſt, muſt have been 
| guilty of the worſt of treaſons; if he was not innocent, 
why ſhould he not receive the reward of his delin- 
quency ? | | | 

The rage of faction had ariſen to an alarming exceſs 
in the convention itſelf, The Mountain party, or anar- 
chiſts, as they were calied, were charged, as we have 
already ſeen, with the horrid maſſacres of the 2d of 
September; and the Gironde had repeatedly demanded 


a ſevere examination into the origin of thoſe atrocious 


WF tranſactions. The intentions of the Gironde, in favour 
of the king, were not unknown to their opponents, who 
were alio perfect maſters of the public ſentiments upon 
that ſubject; and therefore the only means that appear- 


ed of eſtecting the deſtruction of the ir rivals was, to cla- 
mour inceſſantly for the trial and the conderanation of 


the king, as it was cvident that in either event they muſt 


be finally triumphant: if the king ſhould be acquitted, 


the charge of inconſiſtency mult inevitably fis upon 
thoſe who operated the change in the government; if 


he ſhould be condemned, the views and the engage- 


ments of the Gironde mult be fruſtrated, 
| he | Such 
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Such were, in all probability, the motives and inten. 
tion of Robeſpierre, Marat, Danton, and the other lead. 
ers of the Mountain party, in urging the fate of the 
devoted Louis, It was impoſſible longer to reſiſt the 
torrent of popular violence; and in the beginning of 
October the clamours of Marat, Merlin, and other in- 
cendiaries, plunged the convention into a ſeries of de. 
crees, the reſult of which could only be fatal to the 
king. An extraordinary commiſſion was appointed of 
twenty-four members, who were authoriſed to examine 

d arrange the body of evidence againſt him. Louis 
was ſeparated from his family, and the whole of the 
unhappy priſoners in the temple were guarded with 
redoubled vigilance, On the 6th of November, Valaze, 
one of the commiſſion of twenty-four, made a report 
of accuſation againſt the king, the principle articles of 
which were drawn from an exerciſe of that very 
power with which the repreſentative body had legally 
intruſted him. Acts committed anterior to his accept- 
ance of the conſtitution were adduced as evidence to 
prove his intentions of violating it, and the precautions 
which he took on the night preceding the bloody roth 
of Auguſt, dictated moſt probably by motives of per- 
ſonal ſafety only, were conſtrued into premeditated 
plots to deſtroy the citizens of Paris. 

Some facts, indeed, reſted upon rather better grounds 
of evidence. Papers were produced in proof of the king 
having remitted ſums of money to certain emigrants ; 
but they appeared rather the dictates of compaſſion 
towards the diſtreſſed, than of treachery towards his 
country, It appeared alfo from the ſame papers which 
had been found in the Tuilleries, that money had been 
actually diſtributed to certain journaliſts and writers in 
favour of monarchy ; but theſe are the common, and 
ſurely in moſt cafes the venial, practices of courts; and 
in the inſtance before us might be conſidered as the 
mere dictates of ſelf-defence. | | 

The queſtion, however, which embarraſſed moſt his 
accuſers was, Whether the king was not inveſted by 
the conſtitution with perfect and legal inviolability? 
and whether, conſiſtently with juſtice, he whom aw 
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any legal proceſs could be brought to trial. This ob- 

jection was ſtrangely and moſt miquitouſly over-ruled 

by the convention, who in this inſtance eſtabliſhed the 

precedent, always ſo fatal to liberty, of an ex p facto 

law, and evinced to the eyes of Europe their inatten- 


tion to thoſe rights of man” which the nation had 


ſolemnly proclaimed. W hy 
On the 13th of December the ill-fated monarch was 


ordered to the bar of the convention; the act of accu- 
ſation was read, and the king was ſummoned, by the 
preſident Barrere, to anſwer to each ſeparate charge. 
So important a record it would be inconfiſtent with the 
fidelity of hiſtory to abridge, and we have therefore de- 
termined to preſent our readers the examination at large. 
After a ſhort addreſs from the preſident, the priſoner 
was permitted to ſeat himſelf at the bar, and the exa- 
mination proceeded. 8 

PRESIDENT. *© Louis, the French nation accuſes you 
of having committed a multitude of crimes to eſtabliſh 
your tyranny, in deſtroying her freedom. You, on the 
20th of June 1789, attempted the ſovereignty of the 
people, by ſuſpending the aſſemblies of their repreſen- 
tatives, and expelling them with violence from the 
places of their fittings. This is proved in the proces 
verbal entered at the tennis-court of Verſailles, by the 


members of the conſtituent aſſembly. On the 23d of 


June you wanted to dictate laws to the nation—you 
ſurrounded their repreſentatives with troops—you pre- 
ſented to them two royal declarations, ſubverſive of all 
liberty, and ordered them to ſeparate, Your own de- 
clarations, and the minutes of the aſſembly, prove theſe 
attempts. What have you to anſwer ?” 
Lobis. No laws were then exiſting to prevent 
me from it.“ | | | | 
Pars. Vou ordered an army to march againſt the 


citizens of Paris. Vour ſatellites have ſned the blood of 


ſeveral of them, and you would not remove this army 
till the taking of the Baſtile, and a general inſurrec- 


tion announced to you that the people were victorious. 


The ſpeeches you made on the gth, 1ath, and 14th of 


1, Jabs Th. R July 


law had ſolemnly pronounced to be above the reach of 


provinces. What have you to an 
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July, to the deputations of the conſtituent aſſembly, 
ſhew what were your intentions; and the maſſacres of 
the Tuilleries riſe in evidence againſt you.— What have 


you to anſwer ?” | 
Lov1s.' © I was maſter at that time to order the 
troops to march ; but I never had an intention of 


edding blood.“ | | 


Pres. © After theſe events, and in ſpite of the pro- 


miſes which you made on the 15th in the conſtituent 


aſſembly, and on the 15th in the town-houſe of Paris, 

ou have perſiſted in your projects againſt national li- 

erty : you long eluded the execution of the decrees 
of the 11th of Auguſt, reſpecting the abelition of per- 
{ſonal (ſervitude, the feudal government and tythes. You 
long refuſed acknowledging the rights of man: you 
doubled the number of the life-guards, and called the 
Tegiment of Flanders to Verſailles: you permitted, in 
orgies held before your eyes, the national cockade to be 


_ trampled under foot, the white cockade to be hoiſted, 


and the nation to be flandered. At laſt, you rendered 
neceſſary a freſh inſurrection, occaſioned the death of 
ſeveral citizens, and did not change your language till 
after your guards had been defeated, when you renewed 
your perfidious promiſes. The proofs of theſe facts are 
in your obſervations of the 18th of September, in the 
decrees of the 11th of Auguſt, in the minutes of the 
canſtituent aſſembly, in the events of Verſailles of 
the 5th and 6th of October, and in the converſation 
you had on the ſame day with a deputation of the con- 


+4) aſſembly, when you told them, You would en- 
. S 


lighten yourſelf with their counſels, and never recede 


from them,—What have you to anſwer ?” 


Louis. „I have made the obſervations which I 


thought juſt on the two firſt heads. As to the cockade, 


it is falſe : it did not happen in my preſence.” | 
PRES. © You took an oath, at the federation of the 
14th of July, which you did not keep. You ſoon tried 


to corrupt the public opinion, with the aſſiſtance of 


Talon, who acted in Paris, and Mirabeau, who was to 
have excited counter-revolutionary movements in the 
Wer N 
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Louis. not know what happened at that 
time, but the Whole is anterior to my acceptance os 
the conſtitution,” .“. F 

Pres. ' © You laviſhed millions of money to effect 
this corruption; and you would even uſe popularity as 
a means of enſlaving the people. Theſe facts are the 
reſult of a memorial of Talon, on which you have 
made your marginal comments in your own hand-wri- 
ting, and of a letter which Laporte wrote to you on 
the 19th of April, in which, recapitulating a converſa- 
tion he had with Rivarol, he told you, that the mil- 


lions which you had been prevailed upon to throw - 


away had been productive of nothing. For a long 
time you had meditated on a plan of eſcape. A me- 
morial was delivered to you on the 28th of February, 
which pointed out the means for you to effect it; you 
pd e of it by marginal notes. — What have you to an- 
ſwer?“ : | COTE, 
Louis. 1 felt no 2 pleaſure than that of re- 
lie ving the needy.— This proves no deſign,” _ 
PRES.” © On the 28th a great number of the nobles 
and military came into your apartments in the caſtle of 


the Tuilleries, to favour that eſcape : you wanted to 
quit Paris on the 10th of April to go to St. Cloud, — 
What have you to anſwer ?” . 


Lovis. This accuſation is abſurd.” Dd. 
PRESS. But the reſiſtance of the citizens made you 


ſenſible that their diſtruſt was great; you endeavour- 


ed to diſcard it by communicating to the conſtituent 
aſſembly a letter which you addreſfed to the agents of 
the nation near foreign powers, to announce to them, 
that you had freely accepted the conſtitutional articles, 
which had been preſented to you ; and, notwithſtand- 
ing, on the ziſt you took flight with a falſe paſſport. 
You left behind a proteſt againſt the ſeif-ſame conſti- 
tutional articles; you ordered the miniſters to ſign none 
of the acts iſſued by the national aſſembly ; and you ſor- 
bade the miniſter of juſtice to deliver up the ſeals of 
ſtate. The public money was laviſhed to inſure the 
ſucceſs of this treachery, and the public force was to 
protect it, under the orders of Bouille, who ſhortly be- 
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fore had been charged with the maſſ & of Nancy, and 
to whom you wrote on this head, © To take care of his 
popularity, becauſe it would be of ſervice to you. Theſe 
facts are proved by the memorial of the 23dof February, 
with marginal comments in your own hand-writing ; 
by your declaration of the 2oth of June, wholly in your 
own hand-writing ; by your letter of the 4th of Sep- 
tember 1790, to Bouille ; and by a note of the latter, 
in which he gives you an account of the uſe he made 
of nine hundred and ninety-three thouſand livres, given 
by you, and employed partly in trepanning the troops 
who were to efcort you, —What have you to anſwer ?” 
Lovis. * I have no knowledge whatever of the me. 
morial of the 23d of February. As to what relates to 
my journey to Varennes, I appeal to my declaration 
to the commiſſaries of the conſtituent aſſembly at that 
period.” 4 5 | | 


PRESS. After your detention at Varennes, the ex- 


erciſe of the executive power was, for a moment, ſuſ- 
pended in your hands, and you again formed a conſpira- 
cy. On the 2th of July t 


writing, written in 1790, to La Fayette, proves that a 
criminal coalition ſubſiſted between you and La Fayette, 
to which Mirabeau acceded. The reviſion began un- 
der theſe cruel auſpices; all Kinds of corruptions were 
made uſe of. You have paid for libels, pamphlets, 
and newſpapers, defigned to corrupt the public opinion, 
to diſcredit the aſſignats, and to ſupport the cauſe of 
the emigrants. The regiſters of Septeuil ſhew what 
immenſe ſums haye been made uſe of in theſe liberti- 
cide manœuvres.— What have you to anſwer?” _ 


Lovis.“ What happened on the 15th of July has no- 


thing at all to do with mie. I know nothing of it.” 
PRESS. You ſeemed to accept the conſtitution on 
the 14th of September; your ſpeeches: announced an 
intention of ſupporting it, and you were buſy in over- 
turning it, even before it was completed. A conveg- 
tion was entered into at Pilnitz on the 24th of July, 
between Leopold of Auſtria and Frederick-William of 


Brandenburgh, 


e blood of citizens was ſhed 
in the Champ de Mars. A letter, in your own hand- 
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Brandenburgh, who pledged themſelves to re- erect in 
France the throne of abſolute monarchy; and you were 
filent upon this con vention till the moment when it was 
known by all Europe — What have you to anſwer ?? 
Lovis. I made it known as ſoom as it came to 

my knowledge; beſides, every thing that refers to this 
ſubje& concerns the miniſter,” “ 1 5 

PRESS. Arles had hoifted the ſtandard of rebellion; 
you favoured it by ſending three civil commiſſaries, 
who made it their buſineſs, not to repreſs the counter- 
revolutioniſts, but to juſtify their proceedings. What 
have you to anſwer?“ 


Lovis. The inſtructions which were given to the 


commiſſaries muſt prove what was their miſſion; and I 
knew none of them, when the miniſters propoſed them 
to me.“ | bl Cap Ig | | 
PRESS. Avignon, and the county of Venaiſſin, had 
been united with France; you cauſed the decree to be 
executed; but a month after that time civil war deſo- 
lated that country. The commiſſaries you ſent thither 
helped to ravage it.— What have you to anſwer ?”? 
Louis. I do not remember what delay has been 
cauſed in the execution of the decree ; beſides, this oc- 
currence has ne-perſonal reference to me—it only con- 
cerns thoſe that have been ſent, not thoſe who ſent 
he bg ra dag „i | ; 
Pages, © Nimes, Montauban, Mende, Jales, felt: 
great ſhocks during the firſt days of freedom. You did 
nothing to ſtifle thoſe germens of counter-reyolution, 
till the moment, when Saillant's conſpiracy became, 
manifeſtly notorious. —What. have you to aniwer?” 
Lovis. I gave, in this reſpect, all the orders whichs 
were propoſed. to me by the. miniſters,” _ -, . 
Pas. You ſent twenty-two battalions againſt the 
Marſeillois, who marched to reduce the countervrevo- 
lutioniſts of Arles. What have you to anſwer?““ 
Louis. I ought to have the pieces referring: to 
this matter, to give a juſt anſwer,” ET OE ELITE HTS 
- PRES. ou gave the ſouthern command to-Wit- 
genſtein, who wrote to you on the 21ſt of April 1792, 


aſter he had been recalled : * A few. inftants more, and 


R 3 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 459. 


E R * 


„rr a5 a; 4 8 


© R$: < owe. — nf 


re 
* b by * 3 


2 * So 


Eo art bee OW IS; 


| 


268 HISTORY OF THE 
I ſhall call around the throne of your majeſty. thouſands 


. of French, who are again become' worthy of the wiſhes 
. you form for their happineſs—What have you to an- 


were? cnc . 
Lours. This letter is dated ſince his recal ; he 


has not been employed ſince. I do not recollect this 


letter.“ ROLE 

- Pazs, © You paid your late life-guards at Coblentz; 
the regiſters of Septeuil atteſt this; and general orders 
figned by you prove, that you ſent conſiderable remit- 
tances to Bouille, Roche ort, Vauguyon, Choiſeul— 
Beaupre, Hamilton, and the wife of Polignac What 
have you to anſwer ?? - . e 
Louis. When I firſt learnt that my life- guards 
aſſembled beyond the Rhine, I ſtopped their pay; as to 


the reſt, I do not remember.” 


'PREs, * Your brothers, enemies to the ſtate, cauſed 
the emigrants to _ under their banners : they raiſed 
regiments, took up loans, and concluded alliances in 
your name : you did not diſclaim them, but at the mo- 
ment when you were fully certain that you could no 
longer croſs their projects, your intelligence with them 


by a note, written by Louis Staniflaus Xavier, figned 


by your two brothers, was conceived in theſe words: 
I wrote to you, but it was by poſt, and I could ſay 
nothing. We are two here, who make but one; one in 


ſentiments, one in principles, one in zeal of ſerving you. 


We keep ſilence; becauſe, were we to break it too 
ſoon, it would injure you: but we ſhall ſpeak as ſoon 
as we ſhall be certain of general ſupport, and that mo- 


ment is near. If we are ipoken to on the part of thoſe 


people, we ſhall hear nothing ; but-if on your part, we 


will liſten: we ſhall purſue our road ſtraight; it is there- 


fore defired that you will enable us to ſay ſomething ; 
do not ſtand on ceremonies, Be eaſy about your ſafety; 
e only exiſt to ſerve you; we are eagerly occupied 


with this point, and all goes on well; even our enemies 


feel themſelves too much intereſted in your preferva- 
tion to commit an uſeleſs crime, which” would termi- 
nate in their own deſtructien. Adien. ' © 
L., S. Tavizs and Cnank xs . 
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Pd 


T2” 
the proceedings of my bro- 


„ What have you to anſ 
Lovis. I difowned 


thers, according as the conſtitution preſcribed me to 


do, and from the moment they came to my knowledge. 
Of this note I know nothing.“ e 1 
PRESS. The ſoldiers of the line, who were to be 
put on the war- eſtabliſhment, conſiſted but of one hun- 
dred thouſand men at the end of December; you there- 
fore. neglected to provide for the ſafety of the ſtate 
from abroad. Narbonne required a levy of fifty thou- 
ſand men, but he ſtopped the recruiting at twenty-ſix 
thouſand, in giving aſſurances that all was ready; yet 
there was no truth in theſe aſſurafices. Servan propoſed, 
after him, to form a camp of twenty thouſand men near 
Paris; it was decreed by the legiſlative afſembly ; you 
refuſed your ſanction.— What have you to anſwer ?” 

Lovis. Lhad given to the minifters all the orders 
for expediting the augmentation of the army: in the 
month of December laſt, the returns were laid before 
the aſſembly. If they deceived themſelves, it is not my 
fault.“ 1 


| Paxs, //4 A flight of patriotiſm made the citizens re- 


pair to Paris from all quarters. You iſſued a proclama- 
tion, tending, to ſtop their march ; at the ſame time 
our camps were without ſoldiers. : Dumourier, the ſuc- 
ceſſor of Servan, declared, that the nation had neither 
arms, ammunition, nor proviſions, and that the poſts 
were left defeneeleſs. You waited to be urged by a re- 
queſt made to the miniſter Lajard, when the legiſlative 
aſſembly: wiſhed to point out the means of providing 
for the external ſafety of the ftate, by propoſing the 
levy of forty-two battalions. You gave commiſſion 
to the commanders of the troops to diſband the army, 
to force whole regiments to deſert, and to make them 
paſs the Rhine, to put them at the diſpoſal of your bro- 
thers, and of Leopold of Auſtria, with whom you had 
intelligence. This fact is proved by the letter of Tou- 
lougeon, of F Compte !—What have 
you to anſwer?”  \ VOTES 17 RY 
Lovis. I know nothing of this circumſtance; 
there is not a word of trutk in this charge.“ as 
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Pars. er charged your diplomatical agents to 
favour this coalition of foreign powers and your bro- 
thers, againſt France, and eſpecially to cement the 
peace between Turkey and Auſtria, and to procure 
thereby a larger number of troops againſt France'from 


the latter. A letter of Choiſeul-Gouffier, ambaſſador at 


Conſtantinople, verifies the fat. What have 855 to 
anſwer ?” 

Lovis. M. Choiſeul did not ſpeak the truth: no 
| ſuch thing has ever been.” 
PRESS. The Pruffians advanced againſt our-fron- 
tiers : your miniſter was ſummoned on the 8th of Ju- 
ly to give an account of the ſtate of our political re- 
lations with Pruffia ; you anſwered, on the 1oth, that 
fifty thouſand Pruſſians were marching againſt us, and 
that you gave notice to the legiſlative body of the for- 
mal acts of the pending hoſtilities, in conformity to the 
conſtitution.— What have you to anſwer?” 


Lovis. It was only at that period I had know- | 
ledge of it: all the correſpondence paſſed with the 


miniſters,” 

PRESS. You entruſted Dabancourt, the ne * of 
Calonne, with the department of war; and ſuch has 
been the ſucceſs of your conſpiracy, that the poſts of 
Longwy and Verdun were ſurren ered to the enemy 


at the moment of their Ne eee you to ; 


anſwer ?” 
Lopis. 1 did not know that Daboncount; was M. 


Calonne's nephew; I have not diveſted the poſts. I 
would not have permitted m ſelf ſuch 3 thing ;1 Know 


nothing of it, if it hav-been {0 
Pxzs. Lou have deftroyed our nayy—a vaſt num- 
ber of officers belonging to that corps had emigrated; 


there ſcarce] 8 any to do duty in the harbours; 


mean while Bertrand was granting paſſports every day; 


and when the legiſlative body -repreſented to you his 


criminal conduct on the Sth of March, you anſwered, 

that you were 1 with his ſervices —What. have 

Jou to anſwer ?” 1 4% 5% TY 
Lovis. I have done all 1 could to retain the 2 


cer. As to di. fince the legiſlative aſſembly | 
: preſented 


preſented no complaint againſt him, that might have 


— him in a ſtate of accufation, I did not think proper 


to turn him out of office.” 


PRESS. © You have favoured b of ble: 


: ſolute government in the colonies ;/ your agents fo- 
mented troubles and counter-revolutions. throughout 
them, which took place at the fame epoch-when it was 
to have been brought about in France, which indicates 


plainly that your hand laid this plot.—What have you 


to anſwer?“ 
Lovis. If there are any of my agents in the colo- 


nies, they have not ſpoken the truth; I had ny to 


do with what you have juſt mentioned.“ 


ERES. The interior of the ſtate was chirrulſed by 


fanatics; you avowed yourſelf their protector, in mani- 


feſting your evident intention 6f recovering by them 
your ancient power,—W hat have you to anſwer?“ 


Lovis.. I cannot anſwer to this; I know nothing 


of ſuch a project.“ 
Pags. * The le 
| em the 29th of January, againſt the factious prieſts ; you 
ſuſpended its execution. What have you to anſwer?” 
Lovis. The conſtitution reſerved to me the free 
right to refuſe my ſanction of the decrees.” | 


PRESS. The troubles had increaſed; the miniſter 


declared that he knew wo means, in the laws extant, 


to arraign the guilty, The legiſlative body enacted a 
freſh decree, which you bee gr e 296 ed. What 


have you to ſay to this?“ 


[Lovrs rephed in the fame manner an in the pre- 8 


ceding charge.! 
Pars. The uncitizen- like ee of the guards, 
whom the conſtitution had granted you, had rendered 
it neceſſary to diſband them; The day after, you ſent 
them a letter expreſſive of your ſatisfaction, and conti. 
nued their pay. This fact is proved by the treaſurer of 
the civil liſt. What have you to anſwer?“ 
Lovis. I only continued them in pay till freſh 
ones could be raiſed, nde to the tenor of the de- 
cree.“ 
Pres, «You kept near your * the Swiſs * 
the 
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giſlative body: had paſſed a decree | 
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the conſtitution forbade you "OY mes the legiſlative af. * 
ſembly had expreſsly ordained their amn | 


have you to anſwer ?”” + - 
Lovis. I have executed all the decrees that have 
been enacted in this reſpeR,? 5+ | 
Pes. You had private companies at Pas, =" 8 
ged to operate movements uſeful to your projects of a t 
counter- revolution. Dangremont and Gilles were two 
of your agents, who had ſalaries from the civil liſt. 5 
The receipts of Gilles, who was ordered to raiſe a com- tl 
pany of ſixty men, ſhall be preſented to you-—What 
have you to anſwer ?” ef 
Louis. I have no knowledge whatever of the | 
> projects laid to their charge; the idea of a counter: re- te 
1 volution never entered into my mind.“ 
* PRESS. © You withed to ſubgrn, with confdcrable - 
i | ſums, ſeveral members of the legiſlative and e 6 
aſſemblies. Letters from St Leon and others evince 1 


the reality of theſe deeds. What have you to anſwer ?” 
Lovis. Several perſons preſented themſelves with 
fimilar decrees, but I have waved them.“ 
PRES. © Who. are ny that neden you thoſe 
projects? 
Lovis. The plans were fo vague that I do not 
recollect them now,” 
Przs. * Who are thoſe to whom you gave money ? py 
— Lovis. © I gave money to no body. 
PRESS. * You ſuffered the ee to be reviled 
in Germany, Italy, and Spain, ſince you omitted to 
demand ſatisfaction for the bad treatment which the 
French ſuffered in thoſe countries. — Mhat have you to 
mien fo iu bin 44 
Louis. The diplomatical \correſpondence will 
prove the contrary ;. beſides, this was a concern of the 
miniſters. “ 
Nes. Kon reviewed ths Swiſs on the 16th of 
Auguſt, at five o'clock in the morning; and the Swits | 
were the firſt who fired upon the citizens. a 
Lovis. I went on that day to review all the troops 15 
that were aſſembled about me; the conſtituted autho- Fo 
rities were with me, the department, the mayor and WW 
municipality ** 
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municipality ; ; I had even invited thither a deputation 
of the national aſſembly, and I afterwards nen into 
the midſt of them with my family.” - 


195 


PRESS. Why did you'draw troops to the caſtle * 
Louis. All * conſtituted authorities ſaw that the 


caſtle was threatened; and as I was a conſtituted au- 
thority, I had a right to defend myſelf,” 


Pres. © Why did you ſummon. the mayor of Paris, 


Louis. 


This fact is proved by a letter of Septeuil. 
Lovis. I know nothing of what you ſay.” - 
« Why did you affix a veto on the decree | 


culated.” 


PRES. 


which ordained the formation of a camp of twenty 


in the night between the * and roth of Auguſt, to 
the caſtle? > 


On account of the reports that were cir- 


PRESS. You have cauſed the blood of the French 
to be ſhed.” | 


Lovts. 
PrEs. © You authoriſed Septeuil to carry on a con- 
iderable trade in corn, ſugar, and coffee, at Hamburg. 


2 No, ſir, not I. 


thouſand men?“ 
The conſtitution left to me the free 


right of refuſing my ſanction of the decrees; and even 


L 


from that period I had demanded the aſſemblage of a 


OUIS, 


camp at Soiſſons.“ 
PRESIDENT, addreſſing the convention. The queſ- 


tions are done with.” (To Lours)—“ Lovrs, 1s there 
thing that you wiſh to add?“ | 


1 


Valaze, who ſat near the bar, preſented and read to 
Lovis Carr the pieces, viz. The memoir of Laporte 


OUIS, 


« I requeſt a communication of the charges 
which I have heard, and of the pieces relating thereto, 
and the liberty of choofing counſel for my defence.” 


and Mirabeau, and ſome others, mme 2 70 of a 
counter- revolution. c 
Lovis. 


„ difown them.“ 
VALAZE. Letter of Lovis Carwh, dated Joie 29. 
1790, ſettling his connections with Mirabeau and La 


Fayette,'t to endet A revolution? in the conftitution. | 
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24 Sona I reſerve to myſelf to anſwer the con. | 


tents” (Valaze read the letter)“ It is only a plan, 
in which there is no queſtion about a counter-revolu. 
tion; the letter was not to have been fent.” 
VaALAZZ E. Letter of Louis Carer, of the 22d of 
April, relative to converſations about the Jacobins, 
about the preſident of the committee of finances, and 
the committee of domains; iti is dated by the hand of 
Louis CarEr.“ 
Lovis. I difown it,” 
VALAZE. Letter of Laporte, of Thurſday morn- 
ing, March 3. marked in the margin, in the hand-wri. 
ting of Lovis\Cayer, with March 3. 1791, implying a 
| pretended rupture between on and the wy 
Dn”; . 
Lovis. 4.1 diſown it.“ pat otltcommm fy ws 
 VaLazE. Letter of Laporte, without PRE in \ bis 
hand- writing, but marked in the margin by the hand of 
Louis Carer, containing particulars: reſpeQing the 
_ laſt moments of Mirabeau, and expreſſing the care that 
had been taken to conceal from the knowledge of men, 
ſome papers of Front concern which had been depolited 
with Mirabeau. | : 
Lovis. I diſown it. well as the reſt. * 

VALAz E. Plan of a conſtitution, or reviſion of 
the conſtitution, ſigned La Fayette, addreſſed to 
Lovis Carer, April 6. 1790, marked in the margin 
with a line in his own hand-writing.“ 

Louis. “ Theſe things have been blotted our: * 
the conſtitution,” . 5 

VaAL AZE. Do you know this writing?” 

Lovis. © I do not. | 
 Vataze. © Your marginal comments?” 

Louis. I do not.” 

VaALAZ R. Letter of Laporte of the 1 gth of April, 
marked in the margin by Louis Carer, April 19. 
1791, mentioning a converſation with Sao}, | 

Louis. I ü difown it. 

VALAZEZ Z. Letter of 3 has April 10 

1791, in which it ſeems complaints are made of Mira- 

beau, the abbe Perigord, Andre, aud Beaumetz, 7 
| | a „ as 


fl 
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TS 
do not ſeem to acknowledge ſacrifices made: for their 
fake,” J + 
Lours. I diſown it likewiſe.” 

VaLazE. © Letter of Laporte of the 23d of February 
1791, marked and dated in the hand-writing of Lovis 
Carr; a memorial annexed to it, reſpecting the means 
of his gaining popularity.“ 

Louis. „ know neither of theſe pieces. 

VALAZE. * Several pieces without ſignature, found 
in the caſtle of the Tuilleries, in the gap which was 
ſhut in the walls of the palace, relating to the expences 
to gain that popularity.“ 

PRESIDENT. © Previous to an examination on this 
ſubject, I wiſh to aſk a preliminary queſtion: Have 

ou cauſed a preſs with an iron door to be conſtructed 
in the caſtle of the Tuilleries, and had you your papers 
locked up in that preſs ?” 

Louis. have no knowledge of it whatever.” 

VALAZZE. Here is a day-book, written by Lours 
Carr himſelf, containing the penſions he has granted 
out. of his coffer from 1776 till 1792, in which are obſcr- 
ved ſome douceurs granted to Acloque.“ 

Lovis, * This T own, but it conſiſts of charitable do- 
nations which T have made.“ 

VaLaze. Different liſts of ſums paid to the Scotch 
companies of Noailles, Gramiqht, Montmoreney; and 
Luxemburgh, on the gth of July 1791.“ 

Lovis. This is prior to the yarn when 1 forbade 
them to be paid.” 

PRESIDENT. Louis, were had 79. depofited thoſe 
peices which you own * * i 

Lovis. With my treaſurer.” 

VALASE. Do you know theſe penſion-liſts of the 
life-guards, the one hundredSwils, and'the king's 7922 

Louis. © I do not.” 

VALAZE. Several pieces wehrte to the conſpira- 
cy of the camp of Jales, the originals of which are de- 
pus 1 che records of the * of L'Ar- 

eche. 

e eee Lovis. 
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Louis. I have not the ſmalleſt knowledge of 


them. 
VALAZE. Letter of Bouille, dated Mentz, bear- 


ing an account of 993, ooo livres received of Louis Ca- 


PET.“ 
Louis. « T diſown it.“ 


VALAZE. © An order for payment of 168,000 — | 


ſigned Lovis, indorſed Le . with a letter and 
billet of the ſame.” | 
Louis. «© I diſown it.“ we, 

VaLAze. Two pieces relative to a preſent made 
3 me wife of Polignac, and to Lavauguyon and Choi- 
- ſen ”7 : 

Louis. 1 diſown them as well as the others.” 
VaLaze. © Here is a note ſigned by the two bro- 


thers of the late king, mentioned in the aa | 


act. 99 
Lovis. © I know nothing of it.“ 


VALAZE. | Here are pieces relating to the affair of 


| Choiſeul-Gouffier, at Conſtantinople.” | 
Louis. I have no knowledge of them.“ a 
VALAz k. © Here is a letter of the late king to the 


biſhop of Clermont, with the anſwer of the was of 


the x6th of April 1791.“ 
Louis. I diſown, it.“ 
n D e not acknowledge your: wri- 
and your ſignet? | e 
obs. I do not.” 

PrESIDENT. The ſeal bears the arms of France.” 

Louis. Several perſons made uſe of that ſeal.” 

VaLaze, Do you RENO WIPES this liſt of ſums 
paid to Gilles ?” | 

Louis. I do not.” ' 

VALAZE. Here is a memorandum for indemnify- 
ing the civil liſt for the military penſions ; a letter of 
Dufreſne St Leon, which relates to it.. 

Louis. © I Ang none of thele Pieces *,” 1 


3 


wy When the Ding had ee all the 2a 125A 
the original papers on which part of the accuſation was 
founded were laid on the table, TIO WO them 


"iv" 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 199 

In the courſe of the debates upon this important 

'trial, the convention agreed to allow counſel to the 
priſoner. His choice fell upon three diſtinguiſhed ad- 
vocates, M. M. Tronchet, Lamoignon-Maleſherbes +, 
and Deſeze; he had previouſly applied to M. Tan 
: 1 f N - | who 
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up one by one, e the title, ſaid, as he pre- 
ſented each to the king, © Louis Capet, la reconnoiſſez- 
vous?“ If the king anſwered that he knew it, Valaze 
ſaid, Louis la reconnoit;” and the preſident repeated, 
« La piece eſt reconnue.” If the king diſavowed it, 
they ſaid, © Louis ne la reconnoit pas La piece n'eſt a 
pas reconnue.” | 13 | : 5 
The king diſavowed many of them. When the- 
whole had been inveſtigated in this manner, the pre- 
ſident, addreſſing the king, ſaid, I have no other que- 
ſtions to propoſe —have you any thing more to add in 
our defence?“ © I defire to have a copy of the accu- 
tion,” replied the king, and of the papers on which 
it is founded. I alſo defire to have a counſel of my own 
nomination.” Barrere informed him, that his two firſt 
requeſts were already decreed, and that the determina- 
tion reſpecting the other would be made known to him 
in due time, Dr Moore's Journal, Vol. IL 


+ Monſieur de Lamoignon-Maleſherbes is a man of 
an amiable and reſpectable character; of diſtinguiſhed 
ſenſe, probity, and learning; of one of the chief fami- 
lies of what is called the robe in France; he is grand- 
ſon of the chancellor Lamoignon, who was an intimate 
friend of Boileau, Racine, and other men of genius in 
the reign of Louis XIV. | | 

The preſent Monſieur de Maleſherbes diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf towards the end of the reign of Louis XV. b 
ſome very eloquent and courageous remonſtrances whic 
he drew up when he was firtt preſident of the Bo. des 
Aides, and for which he was baniſhed; i FN: 

In the beginning of the reign of Louis XVI. he ſuc- 
ceeded Monſieur de St. Florintin in the miniſtry.; but 
afterwards, for reaſons which are variouſly ſtated, he 
defired and obtained leave to retire. 

This reſpectable man is ſeventy-two years of age; 
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who excuſed himſelf on account of his inſirmity. On 


the 26th of December, the king appeared for the laſt 


time at the bar-of the convention, and M. Deſeze read 
a defence which the counſel had prepared, and which 
was equally admired for the ſolidity of the argument 
and the beauty of the compoſition. The opinions of the 
convention themſelves appeared ſhaken and divided; 
and M. Lanjuinais, one of the members, exhorted them 
not to confound the characters of judges, jury, and ac- 
cufers, haying already yirtually ſet forth their opinions 
bo the world. FO . 5 
The diſcuſſion was fatally eloſed on the 19th of Ja- 
nuary. After a fitting of near thirty- four hours, the 
puniſhment: of death was voted. by a ſmall majority 
of the convention, and ſeveral of theſe differing in opi- 
nion from the reſt, reſpecting the time when it ſhould 
be inflicted ; ſome contending that it ſhould not be put 
in execution till after the end of the war, while others 
propoſed to take the ſenſe of the people by referring 
the ſentence to the primary aſſemblies. The conelufion 
of this unhappy buſineſs is too well known to require 
a minute detail. Tt was however on the beſt grounds 
believed, that the majority of the convention were 
compelled to this unjuſt meaſure by the apprehenſion 
of becoming victims to popular fury, fince a formidable 
mob was collected who openly threatened by name a 
conſiderable number of the deputies, and declared their 
intention to murder them if they refuſed to vote for 
the death of the king. Every circumſtance indeed war- 
W 3 OS. rants 


his generous offer to be counſel for the king gains him 
the applauſe of the public, and forms a contraſt greatly 
in his favour with the cautious conduct of M. Varges, 
which has been condemned by all parties. Even the 
fiſhwomen of Paris marked the difference, went in a 
body and hung garlatids of flowers and laurel on the 
gate of Monſieur de Maleſſierbes, and afterwards pro- 
ceeded to the houſe of Monfieur Farget, in the intention 
to inſult him in a manner peculiar to themſelves. For- 
tunately for him, he was advertiſed of thefr intention, 
and made- his eſcape, Dr. Moore's Journal, Vol. IL 
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rantsus in aſſerting, that this deciſion was more the effect 
of factious fury than of temperate deliberation, and tha 
the cauſe of liberty has certainly been impeded by the. 
unprinoiphed violence of its pretended votaries. 
Britons may exult that there was not.an Engliſhman 


to be found upon this ſanguinary lift, The only one in 


the convention, the celebrated Thomas Paine, did not 


vote, but ſent his opinion to the preſident, which was,. 


that Louis Capet ſhould be baniſhed to America at the 
end of the war, and kept a priſoner till that event. 
The preſident having announced that he was about 


he declared, That out of ſeven hundred and twenty-one 
votes, three hundred and fixty-ſix were for death *, 
three hundred and nineteen for impriſonment, du- 
ring the war, two. for perpetual impriſonment, eight 
for a ſuſpenſion of the execution of death till after the 
expulſion of the Bourbons'; twenty-three were for not 
putting him to death, unleſs the French territory ſhould. 
be invaded by ſome foreign power; and one was for 
death, but with commutatien of puniſhment. The pre- 
ſident concluded in a lower and more folemntone, and, 
taking off his hat, pronounced, In conſequence of this, 
I declare that the puniſhment decreed by the national 
convention againſt Louis Capet is death.” The Spaniſh; 
court, through the medium of its miniſter, made a be- 
coming application to the aſſembly, previous to the 
paſſing of the ſentence, in behalf of the depoſed ſove- 
reign ; but the reading of the letter was rejected with: 
equal infolence and imprudence. At this period of the 
fitting, the king's three counſellors were admitted to 
the bar, and one of them, M. Deſeze,  addreffed the 
convention 1 | 2 
« Citizens, reprefentatives, the law of the nation and 
your decrees have entruſted to us the ſacred function 
of the defence of Louis. We come with regret, to pre- 
ſent to you the laſt act of our function. Lonis has gi- 


- 


name of the baſe and infamous Fgalite, 


to declare the reſult of their long and important deli- 
berations, a profound and awful filence enſued, while 
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ven to us his expreſs charge to read to you a letter 


ſigned with his own hand, of which the following is a 
| | | LETTER FROM LOUIS, * 

« Towe it to my on honour, I owe it to my fa- 
mily, not to ſubſcribe to a ſentence which declares me 
guilty of a crime of which I cannot accuſe myſelf, 
In conſequence, I appeal to the nation from the ſen- 
tence of its repreſentatives; and I commit by theſe 
preſents. to the fidelity of my defenders, to make 
known to the national convention this appeal, by all 
the means in their power, and to demand, that men- 
tion of it be made in the minutes of their ſitting. 
. nee Is.“ 


M. Deſeze then ſolemnly invoked the aſſembly, in 


the name of his colleagues, ro conſider by what a {mall 
majority the puniſhment of death was pronounced a- 
gainſt the dethroned monarch. 4 Do not afflict France, 
(added this pune n adyocate), by a judgment that 
will appear terrible to her, when five yoices. only were 
preſumed ſufficient to carry it.” He appealed to eter- 
nal juſtice, and ſacred humanity, to induce the conven- 
tion to refer their fentence to the tribunal of the people, 
„ You have either forgotten or deſtroyed (ſaid the 


celebrated M. Tronchet) the lenity which the law al- 


lows to criminals, of requiring at leaſt #avo-thirds of 
the voices to conſtitute a definitive judgment.” 

A melancholy gloom and awful ſilence ſuperſeded 
the native gaiety of the French capital during the laſt 
days of the life of the deplored Louis, as if fome fu- 
ture calamity was preſaged to that irritable and fac- 
tions city ; while bodies of armed men patrolled the me- 
ropolis, the ſuppreſſed ſighs and the reſtrained lamen- 
tations announced to the thinking, world that a fair ap- 
peal to the people would have granted life at leaſt, to 
him, who had ſuffered the mortification of deſcending 
from the ſtation of an exalted ſovereign to that of a 


After paſſing Sunday in preparations for his approach- 
- ing change, and taking an eternal and agonizing _ 
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well of his wife and family, the unfortunate Louis, as 
the clocks of Paris ſounded eight on Monday morning, 
was ſummoned to his fate. The monarch aſcended” 
the ſcaffold with heroic fortitude, with a firm ftep, and 
a countenance void of diſmay; and being prevented 
from addreſſing the people, he was ſent beſore the tri- 
bunal of the Omnipotent, to claim, and probably to re- 
ceive, that juſtice which his earthly judges had denied 
him*, Some of the members who had been moſt active 
| | in 


— — - ** 


*The following account of the laſt moments of this 
unfortupate monarch is truly intereſting. It is extract. 
ed from the letters of ag Engliſh lady at that time in 
Paris. „„ | | 
„The French king received the intelligence of his 
approaching fate without diſmay. He diſplayed far more 
firmneſs upon the ſcaffold than he had done upon the 
throne, and atoned for the weakneſs and inconſiſtency 
of his conduct in life, by the-calmneſs and fortitude of 
his behaviour in death. The evening before his execu- 
tion, his family, from whom he had been ſepatated ſince 
the commencement of his trial, were conducted to the 
Tower of the Temple, and allowed the ſad indulgence 
of a laſt interview, unmoleſted by the preſence of his 
guards, Alas! when imagination pictured the anguifh 
of ſuch an interview, it was not neceſſary to look back 
upon the former elevation of the ſufferer; in order to 
pity" the gloomy tranſition in his fate! It was not ne- 
ceſſary to recollect, that he who was the following 
morning to ſuffer death upon the ſcaffold, was once the 
firſt monarch-of Europe, and would be led to execution 
through the ftreets of his own capital ! It was enough 
to confider-this unfortunate perſon as a man, a huſband, 
a father! Ah, ſurely, amidſt the agonies of final ſepara- 
tion from thoſe to whom we are bound by the ſtrongeſt 
ties of nature and affection! ſurely when we cling to 
thoſe we love, in the unutterable pang of a laſt em- 
brace—in ſuch moments the monarch muſt forget his 
crown, and the regrets of diſappointed ambition muſt, 
be unfelt amidſt the anguiſh which.overwhelms. the 
broken. heart, That anguiſh was not cenſined to the 
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dier grace pour mon papa ?: 1 
The king had ſufficient firmneſs to avoid ſeeing his 
family on the morning of his execution. He deſired the 


—— 


* 
ö 


in their endeavours to ſave the king, immediately re. 
ſigned ther: ſeats in the eonvention, particulary Ker. 
faint and Manuel. The minifter Roland alfo reſigned. 


- boſom of the king, the queen, and his ſiſter, The prin- 


ceſs, his daughter, has attained that age when perhaps 
the ſoul is moſt ſuſceptible of ſtrong impreſſions, and 
its ſenſibility moſt exquiſite, Even the young prince, 
who is only in his ninth year, caught the infectious ſor- 


row, and, while his eyes were bathed in tears, cried, 


ſobbing, to Santerre, * Ah, laiflez moi courir les rues! 


—i'iral aux diſtricts j'irai a toutes le ſections, deman- 


” 


queen might be told that he was unable to bear the 
{ight of her and his children in thoſe laſt moments. He 
took a ring off his finger, which contained ſome of his 


own bair, of the queen's, and of his two children, and 


deſired it might be given to the queen. He called the 


municipal officers round him, and told them, it was 


his dying requeſt, that Clery, his valet-de- chambre, 


might remain with his ſon. He then faid to Santerre, 
„ Marchons #;” and after eroſſing, with a hurried pace, 
the inner court of the Temple, he got into the mayor's 


carriage, which was in waiting, and was attended by 


; his confeſſor,  — 1 55 | 
« The. calmneſs which Louis XVI. diſplayed on 


this great trial of human fortitude, is attributed not 
ny to the ſupport his mind received from religious 
* 


but alſo to the hope which it is ſaid he cheriſhed, 


even till his laſt moment, that the people, whom he 


meant to addreſs from the ſcaffold, would demand that 


his life might be ſpared. And his confeſſor, from mo- 
tives of compaſſion, had encouraged him in this hope. 
After aſcending the ſcaffold with a firm ſtep, twice the 


unhappy monarch attempted to ſpeak, and twice San. 


terre 


** „ oh Jet me run through the freet. I will go to the 


diftrito=—T will yo to all the ſeftions, and beg for my papa. 
Let 2. e . ee eee 
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on this oceaſion, and for this cauſe ; the war miniſter 
Pache was ſoon after dilmiſſed, and Bournon ville ſuc- 
eceded to that department. Soon after the condemna- 
tion of the king, M. Pelletier de St. Fargeau, a "__ 


terre prevented him from being heard, by ordering the 
drums to beat immediately, Alas! had he been per- 
mitted to ſpeak, poor was his chance of exciting com- 
miſeration ! "Thoſe who pitied his calamities had care- 
fully ſnunned that fatal {pot ; and thoſe who molt im- 
mediately furrounded him, only waited till the firoke 
was given, in order to dip their pikes and their hand- 
kerchiefs in his blood! « „„ 
Two perſons who were on the ſcaffold aſſert, that 
the unhappy monarch, finding the hope he had cheriſh- 
ed, of awakening the compaſſion of the people, fruſtra- 
ted by the impoſſibility of his being heard, as 2 laſt re- 
ſource, declared that he had ſecrets to reveal of import- 
ance to the ſafety of the fate, and deſired he might be 
led to the national eonvention, Some of the guards who 
heard this declaration, cried, Yes, let him go to the 
convention! — Others ſaid No.“ — Had the king been 
conducted to the convention, it is eaſy to imagine the 
effect which would have been produced on the minds 
of the people, by. the fight of their former monarch led 
through the ſtreets of Paris, with his hands bound, his 
neck bare, his hair already cut off at the foot of the 
icaffold in preparation for the fatal ſtroke—with no 
other covering than his ſhirt, At that fight the enraged 
populace would have melted into tenderneſs, and the 
Pariſian women, among whom were numbers who paſſ- 
ed the day in tears of unavailing regret, would have 
ruſhed between the monarch and his guards, and have 
attempted his reſcue, even with the riſk of life. San- 
terre, who foreſaw theſe conſequences, who perceived 
the danger of e among the guards, call - 
ed to the executioner to do his office. Then it was 
that deſpair ſeized upon the mind of the unfortunate 
monarch—his countenance aſſumed a look of horror 
twice with agony he repeated, . Je ſuis perdu! je ſuis 


* 


Place de Louis XV. when Louis XVI. was married, 


to which, ſhrouded by the doubtful gloom of twilight, 
ancient loyalty might have repaired, and poured a 
tear, or ſuperſtition breathed its ritual for the departed 
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of the convention, who*had voted for his death, was ao 
aſſaſſinated by a perſon of the name of Paris, who had «ft 
formerly been one of the gardes du corps. The con. Er 
vention decreed public honours to the memory of Pel- of 
letier; but the aſſaſſin, who appeared to be inſane, leſ 
eſcaped to the country, where he ſoon after deſtroyed ing 
i, | : e we 
Among other misfortunes in which the murder of the 
the king involved the French nation, we muſt certainly kin 
FF 5 Account ane 
„ — — — wh 
perdu *!” His confeſſor meantime called to him from ſuc 


the foot of the ſcaffold, © Louis, fils de St. Louis, mon- nan 
tez au ciel +!” and in one moment he was delivered | 
from the evils of mortality.  _ : 
The executioner bel up the 'bleeding head, and of n 
the guards cried, © Vive la Republique !” Some dipped to c 
the ir handkerchiefs in the blood; but the greater num- 
ber, chilled with horror at what had paſſed, defired the 
commandant would lead them inſtantly from the ſpot. ref 
The hair was ſold in ſeparate treſſes at the foot of Wit 
the ſcaffold; and, as if every incident of this tragedy 
had been intended to diſplay the ftrange viciſſitudes of 
human fortune, as if every ſcene were meant * to 
point a moral,” the body was conveyed in a cart to 
the pariſh church of St Madelaine, and laid among the 
bodies of thoſe who had been cruſhed to death on the 


and of thoſe who had fallen before the chateau of the 
Tuilleries on the 10th of Auguſt. A 
„The grave was filled with quicklime, and a guard 
placed over it till the corpſe was conſumed. ' The 
round was then carefully levelled with the ſurround. 
ing earth, and no trace or veſtige remains of that ſpot 


ſpirit,” 


. _ 


—_— 


* © am undone. 1 am undone” _ 
Son , t Louis, aſcend to benden 


— 
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aocount that ef a war with Great Britain. On the firſt 
eſtabliſhment of the revolution, the heart of every 
Engliſhman beat in uniſon with thoſe of the patriots 
of France. Some imprudent ſteps of the firſt aſſembly 
leſſened the number of its admirers ; but notyithiiand 
ing the declamations of Mr Burke, when the French. 
were firſt invaded by foreign, deſpots, © Succeſs to 
their arms“ was reſounded from every quarter of this 
kingdom. The horrid maſſacres of the roth of Auguſt, 
and the ad of September, diſgraced the name of liberty, 
which the -predominant faction had aſſumed ; but ſtill 
ſuch was the veneration 6f Britons for even that ſacred 
name, that we are perſuaded, had the convention ab- 
. ſtained from embruing their hands deliberasely in the 
blood of a fallen and perhaps innocent man, all the arts 
of miniſtry would never have led the people of England 
to countenance a war. [£8 

It would be a tedious, and therefore an unwelcome 
undertaking, to trace minutely and gradually the pro- 
greſs of the diſpute between France and England. 
Without affixing any degree of credit to the reports 
which have been circulated, that the court of Great 
Britain, had early but ſecretly, aceeded to the concert. 
of princes, and the treaty of Pilnitz, we may venture 
to obſerve at leaſt, that the Britiſh miniſtry had lon 
viewed with a jealous eye the progreſs of the French 
revolution, and had induſtriouſly avoided every thing 
which might ſerve to countenance the proceedings 
even of the conſtituent aſſembly, On the contrary, we 
muſt do the French nation the juſtice to confeſs, that 
the unanimous voice, of that people was clamorous 
from the frſt for peace and alliance with England. 
During the ſtay of general Dumourier at Bruſſels, he 
earneſtly, through M. Noelle, then reſident in London, 
ſolicited an alliance with Great Britain. On what 
grounds this propoſal was rejected, we have as yet no 
ompetent information But whatever was the mo- 
ive, it can never be ſufficiently lamented, by the 
riends of liberty and humanity, that ſo noble an effort 
o prevent the effuſion of human blood, and to inſure 
he peace of Europe, and the liberty and happineſs of 
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France, proved abortive. Had the negociation of Du. 
mourier been attended with ſucceſs, the amiable and 
unfortunate” Louis would probably have now been 
alive, and the remains of his family releaſed. from that 


tate of humiliation and captivity in which oy ſup- 
port a miſerable exiſtence. Inſtead of being invo 


ved in 
a war (to fay the leaſt of it, unproductive of any good, 
with no determinate object for the intereſt of the na. 
tion), Great Britain would have continued to enjoy her 
commerce and proſperity uninterrapted ; and would 


have been in reality the arbitreſs of Europe; a fitua- 
tion which will now be neceſſarily: but unworthily oc- 


cupied by Ruſſia, whoſe wary and cautious conduct in 
the war evinces unequivocally a deſign of profiting by 


the diſtreſſes of thofe powers who are more forward in 
the cruſade. | Te” 


Such were, as we think, the injudicious politics of 
the Britiſh miniſtry; and the abſurd- conduct of the 
Freneh convention unhappily accelerated the com- 
mence ment of hoftilities. No fooner had Antwerp 

ielded to the arms of France, than, to conciliate the 

Igians, the opening of the Scheldt was projected 


and deereed by the convention ; and this meaſure was 


immediately converted into a cauſe of alarm, as a vid- 
lent infringement of the treaty of Munſter in 424 b. 
f | „ be 


—_— na * — , th 


* In the third volume, p. 539. of the Political State 
of Europe, the following fact is produced with a view 
robably of demonftratmg the inconſiſtency of the 
ritiſh miniſtry in this inſtance. As impartial hifto- 
rians, it is our buſineſs to conceal nothing that falls 
within our notice, and we therefore give it exactly in 
the words of the compiler of that publication: 

*« A REMARKABLE Fact, from the Memorien dienend: 
tot Opbeldering; or, Memoir, relative to the War be. 
tween England and Holland. By the Hon. J. Rendorp, 
LL. D. Burgomaſter of Amſterdam. Juſt publiſhed, 
«© Ft appears that Sir Joſeph Yorke, when he leit 

the Hague, went to Antwerp, and inftigated the inb> 
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The decree of the 16th of November was alſo com- 


plained of, though certainly no intention was indicated 
by France of invading the territories of Great Britain. 
A ſeries of little affronts upon the French nation was 


practiſed by the Engliſh miniſtry. A bill for forcibly 


tranſporting aliens out of the Kingdom was introduced 
into parliament. The ports of Great Britain were ſhut 
againſt the exportation of corn to France, while it was 
permitted to her enemies, In the end, an inſult, per- 


haps unneceſſary, was offered to the ambaſſador of the 


republic, by ordering him, under the authority of the 


alien- bill, at a ſhort notice, out of the Kingdom; and, to 


complete the affront, the notice was publiſhed in the 


W 
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bitants of that city to petition the emperor to inſiſt on 

the free navigation of the Scheldt. | | 
The people of England will perhaps think it ſome- 

what extraordinary that a Britiſh miniſter ſhould ex- 


cite the Antwerpers to obtain that as a natural right 


(for ſuch he muſt doubtleſs have repreſented it), the 


bare apprehenſion of which has been lately urged as a 


ſufficient reaſon for involving the nation in extraordi- 
nary expences, and bringing upon it all the calamities 
of war, | 5 | | 

* 'This laſt meaſure will probably be long regretted 
by Engliſhmen, if there is any truth in the report, that 
ſuch was the reluQtance of the French nation to break 
with Great Britain, that, while it was in agitation, M. 
Maret, private ſecretary to the French miniſter, arri- 
ved in England with full powers to make every con- 
ceſſion that might appear reaſonable, and even to cede 


to Britain ſome of the moſt valuable colonies of France, 


ſhould the latter power be diſpoſed to form a treaty of 
peace and alliance. Unfortunately M. Maret arrived 
juſt at the moment of M. Chauvelin's diſmiſſion; and, 
judging it neither ſafe nor honourable to remain, imme- 
diately returned. Overtures of peace have fince been 
made by the French, but were not attended to by the 
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that, in conſequence of theſe acts of hoſtility and ag- 


rier proceeded with a large body of troops to invade 


feſto, to reject the tyrannic ariſtocracy of the ſtadthold- 
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Good policy in the French council ſhould ſtill have 
diſregarded theſe affronts, and they ſhould, as well as 3 
in the caſe of Auſtria, have compelled their opponents | 
to appear altogether in the character of the firſt aggrel. 
ſors. But this ſuited not the impetuous diſpoſition and 
the ſhallow views of theſe unfledged ſtateſmen. Intoxi- 
cated with their ſucceſſes in the Netherlands, deceived 
%obably with reſꝑect to the ſtate of parties in Eng- 
and, and inflamed with pride and reſentment, on the 
1k of February, upon the motion of Briſſot, the na- 
tional convention decreed, among other articles, © That 
George, king of England, bad never ceaſed ſince the 
revolution of the 1oth of Auguft 1792, from giving to 
the French nation proofs of his enmity, and of his at- 
tachment to the concert of crowned heads; and that 
he had drawn into the ſame” league the ſtadtholder of 
the United Provinces ; that, contrary to the firſt article 
of the treaty of 1783, the Engliſh miniſtry had granted 
protection and ſuccour to the emigrants and others, 
who have openly appeared in arms againſt France that, 
on the news of the execution of Louis Capet, they 
were led to commit an outrage againſt the French re- 
public, by ordering the ambaſſador of France to quit 
Great Britain ; that the Engliſh have ſtopped divers 
boats and veſſels laden with corn for France, whilſt at 
the ſame time, contrary to the treaty of 1786, they 
continued the exportation of it to other foreign coun- 
tries ; that, in order to thwart more efficaciouſly the 
commercial tranſactions of the republic with England, 
they have by an act of parliament prohibited the circu- 
lation of aſſignats. The convention therefore declare, 


greſſion, the French republic is at war with the king of 
England and the fladtholder of the United Provinces.” 
In conſequence, of theſe meaſures, general Dumou- 


Holland, exhorting the Batavians, in a violent mani- 


er and his party, and to become a free republic. The 
ſtates-general of Holland iſſued a counter-deelaration, 
in which they combated that of the French command- 
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er, and pointed out the fallacy of his aller tions, and the 


danger of his deſigns. The Dutch every where made 
the moſt vigorous preparations for defending themſelves, 
and the Engliſh cabinet ſeconded their efforts by an 
immediate embarkation of troops, to tae command of 


which the duke of York was appointed 


While theſe tranſactions were in agitation, the con- 
ſtitutional committee were aſſiduouſly employed in fra- 
ming the plan of a new conſtitutidn, for which the na- 
tion became every day more clamorous. The confti- 
tution was indeed preſented to the convention on the 
15th of February, by M. Condorcet, its reputed author; 
it was however never confirmed, and is deſervedly, in 
our opinion, committed to oblivion. On the 5th of 
March, as if the nation was not already ſufficiently 
embarraſſed, the convention added one more enemy to 
the combination againſt them, by declaring war againſt 
the king of Spain. | 


The ſubjugation of Holland was the firſt project of 


general Dumourier ; and when the eaſe with which he 
effected the conqueſt of the Netherlands, and the cou- 
rage and ability diſplayed by him and' his army at the 
famous battle of Gemappe, were conſidered, the ari- 
ſtocracy of almoſt every nation trembled. He jufily ſup- 
poſed, that the diviſions which the uſurpations of power 
had created in Holland would greatly facilitate his pro- 
greſs ; and the eaſy ſurrender of Breda and Gertruy- 
denberg encouraged him to boaſt that he would ter- 
minate the conteſt by a ſpeedy approach to Amfler- 
dam, A train of circumſtances, however, ſoon inter- 
rupted the victorious career of Dumourier, and evin- 
ced to mankind the uncertainty of military ſucceſs, 
General Miranda, who had - beſieged the city of 
Maeſtricht with great force and vigour, and ſummon- 
ed the governor to ſurrender, was attacked by prince 
Frederick of Brunſwick, and defeated with conſider- 
able loſs, The commiſſioners of Belgium informed 
the convention, in a letter from Liege, dated March 
the 3d, that their cantonments on the river Roer, 
above Aix-la-Chapelle, had been forced by the enemy, 
and that general " had evacuated that city.. 
>. T 3 The 
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The Auftrians after this divided themſelves into three 


columns, two of which marched towards Maeſtricht, 
and the ſiege of that place was immediately raiſed, 
The third purſued the advanced guard of the republic ; 
and the abſence of ſeveral commanding officers was 
ſuppoſed to have greatly facilitated the ſucceſs of the 
Pruſſians in theſe rencounters, which may be juſtly 
conſidered as the commencement of a new ſeries of 
misfortunes to France, Such was the conſternation 


which the ſucceſſes of the enemy occaſioned, that ge- 


neral Valence himſelf informed the commiſſioners, that 
if Dumourier did not arrive immediately, he could 
not anſwer for the conſequences ; that the Pruſſians 
who paſſed the Roer had defeated him and relieved 
Maeſtricht ;. that they amounted to near thirty thou- 
ſand men, a conſiderable part of which were cavalry, 
in Which his army was remarkably deficient, _ 
| Before we review the reverſe of fortune which 
Dumourier experienced in the Netherlands, it may 
be proper to advert to the bombardment of Cagliari, 
the capital of Sardinia, The ſhips under the com- 
mand of admiral Truguet began to fire upon the 
town the 24th of January ; but as all the tranſports 
with the land-forces were not arrrived, he ordered 
the firing to ceaſe on the 2gth. The volunteers, 
however, being impatient to land, the admiral, after 
uling every argument to convince them how danger- 
ous it muſt be to make an attempt without a ſufficient 
force, at length conſented, aud gave orders for diſem- 
barkation on the 14th of February. Four ſhips and 
two bomb-ketches were poſted before the town, and 
nearly the ſame force was placed between the town 
and a ſmall mountain defended by batteries : another 
came to anchor before the town to batter it, and three 
fiups and three frigates were employed in covering the 
landing of the troops. Of all theſe ſhips the Themiſ- 
tocles alone did execution; but ſhe. was ſet on fire by 
a red-hot ball, and the captain was wounded in the leg, 
and died four days after. In the night the Themil- 


tocles was obliged to retire. The Patriot, which kept 


up a continual fire for three days and three nights, ex- 
f | | | | pended 
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pended all her ammunition, and had eight men 
wounded, ſome of-them in a dangerous manner. The 
Juno frigate had ſeven wounded, © © g 

The deſcent was effected under the command of 
general Caſa-Bianca, with fifteen hundred troops of 
the line, and three thouſand national volunteers ; ano- 
ther deſcent was to be made at ſome diitance, and a 
certain ſignal was agreed upon. The ſame ſignal was 
obſerved in the ifland, and the troops heard the fol- 
lowing words pronounced through a ſpeaking trum- 
pet :—Citizens, come on ſhore, we have put to flight the 
enemy. "The troops, however, ſuſpeQed the deluſion, 
eſpecially as they could obſerve with their glaſſes that 
the invitation came from perſons in the Sardinian uni- 
form. The ſecond deſcent, therefore, was counter- 
manded. Caſa-Bianca, however, formed a camp at the 
diflance of half a league from the town, with fifteen 
pieces of cannon and ſome mortars; but the troops 
were ſeized with an inſtantaneous panic, they miſtook 
the word of command, and the patroles fired upon each 
other; the ſoldiers imagined themſelves too weak in 
number, and requeſted to be re-embarked ; and ſome 
of them without orders began to retire towards the 
ſhore. In this diſagreeable fituation, the general was 
compelled to re-embark his troops, and it was with 
great difficulty that he was able to ſave his cannon. 
When the troops returned on board, Truguet imme- 
diately ſet ſail, The Leopard, a ſhip of the line, ran on 
ſhore, but the crew were ſaved. A tartan, which ran 
on ſhore alſo, was burnt by the Sardinians, _ 

This failure of the attack upon Sardinia was a tri- 
vial misfortune in compariſon with the haſty retreat 
and final defection of Dumourier in the Netherlands. 
Soon after that general quitted Holland, and aſſumed 
in perſon the command of the diſconcerted: armies of 
Valence and Miranda, the forces of the prince of Co- 
bourg and = Clairfait attacked him with a vigour 
that aſtoniſhed him, who had but a feꝶ months before 
driven the ſame troops out of France, and through the 
Netherlands into Germany. He ſaw with mortification 
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and diſmay the laurels of Gemappe wither on the plains 
of Tirlemont, 1 5 | 
On the 14th of March, the Imperialiſts advanced 


from Tongres towards Tirlemont, by St Tron, and 


were attacked by general Dumourier ſucceſſively on 
the 15th and the following days. The firſt attempts 
were attended with ſucceſs. The Auftrian advanced 
poſts were obliged to retire to St Tron through Tirle- 


mont, which they had already paſſed. On the 18th a2 
general N Simany took place, the French army being 


covered by Dormael, and on the right by Landen. 


The action continued with great obſtinacy on both 
. fides, from ſeven o'clock in the morning till five in 
the evening, when the French were obliged to fall 


back, and the Auſtrian cavalry coming up, put them 
entirely to flight, The loſs in each army was great. 
The French diſplayed conſiderable courage and addreſs, 
but were overpowered by the ſuperior numbers, and 
perhaps by the more regular diſcipline of their ene- 
mies. Dumourier himſelf, in a letter to general Duval, 
ſays of this battle, that he attacked the enemy in the 
famous plain of Newinghen, and fought the whole day 
with his 9 wing and centre. The left wing not on- 
ly fought ill, 

lemont. He fortunately withdrew the right wing and 
the centre, ſkirmiſhing from the 19th to the 2oth ; and 
in the night he took a poſition on the heights of Cum- 

iteh. ä | | BY 

* Dumourier addreſſed another letter to Bournonville, 
dated the 28th of March, in which he gave an account 
of the retreat of a part of the army under generals 
Neuilly and Ferrand, who, by the deſertion of a great 


number of volunteers, were obliged to evacuate the 
city of Mons during the night. General Maraſſe, mili- 


commander of Antwerp, capitulated, and by that 
method, though not the moſt honourable, yet indiſpen- 


ſably neceflary, ſaved a body of ten thouſand men. He 
added, that colonels St Clair and Theuvenot were at- 


tacked without means of defence; that the milita 
convoys were detained at Bruges; that he had dif- 


patched ſome troops in order to liberate thoſe convoys ; | 


and 


but abandoned him, and fled beyond Tir- 
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and that he had ſent forces to garriſon St Omer, 
Cambray, and all the places on the line from Dun- 
kirk to Givet. At this period Dumourier deſcribed 
the army as in a ſtate of the utmoſt diſorder, and as 
not having proviſions for more than ten days. He ſaid 
that the pretended, ſuccours of men from the depart- 
ments of the north conſiſted only of old men and boys, 
who, ſo far from being uſeful, ſerved only to conſume 
the proviſions and increaſe the. confuſion. He declared, 
that if order and diſcipline were not reflored—that if 
fifty authorities, each more abſurd than the other, con- 
tinued to direct all political and military operations, 
France would be loſt ; and he added, that with a ſmall 
number of brave men he would bury himſelf under the 
ruins of his country. He affirmed, that it was impoſſible 
for him to ſtop the progreſs of the enemy, who, with. 
out amuſing themſelves with fieges, might, with an ar- 
my of twenty thouſand cavalry, lay waſte and reduce 
to aſhes all that part of the country which lies in the 
vicinity of the metropolis. The French general con- 
cluded; this melancholy repreſentation. with beſtowing 
culogiumgy on the clemency and moderation of the 
Auſtrians, who, he obſerved, were entitled to the more 
praiſe, as from the examples of cruelty and outrage: 
which the French had exhibited, a very different con- 
duc on their part might have been expected. I have. 
always affirmed,” ſays he, and I repeat, that a republic 
can only be founded on virtue, and that freedom can be 
maintained only by order and wiſdom,” _ 3 
Such is the outline of the proceedings which pre- 
ceded the final defection of that celebrated general 
from the republicans of France, whoſe: conduct he 
ſeems rather to have diſapproved than their cauſe. His 
great and ambitious mind was affected even to deſpe- 
ration, when he had loſt the alluring epithet of del⁰. 
werer of nations, by the vaſhneſs of the convention and 
the irregyulazity of mobs; and it will perhaps long re- 
main a doubt with ſpeculative men, whether Dumourier 
would not have continued faithful and victorious, if 
France had ſeconded his efforts with wiſdom and libe- 
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rality, immediately after the retreat of the duke of 


Brunſwick. mg | 

The frequent reproachful addreſſes to the convention 
from the general, were at length - conſtrued by them 
into inſult and treaſon. He had been too much accu- 
ſtomed to the ſtratagems of war, and the finefſe of po- 
litical tranſactions, not to be previouſly informed of 
the deſign of the convention to order him a priſoner 
to their bar. When the commiſſioners of the northern 
army, therefore, came to Tourney, with an evident de- 
fign of ſounding his intentions, they found him with 
madame Sillery, young Egalite, and Valence, ſurround- 
ed with deputations from the diſtrict of Cambray. The 
interview was violent. Dumourier expreſſed himſelf 
in terms of invective againſt the Jacobins. They 
will ruin France (ſaid he), but I will fave it, though 
they ſhould call me a Cœſar, a Cromwell, or a Monk.“ 
The commiſſioners carried the converſation no farther, 
They departed, and returned next day, determined to 
diſſemble, in order the better todiſcover the extent of his 
views. The general then became more explicit; he {aid 
that the con vention were a herd of ruffians, whem he held 


in abhorrence—that the volunteers were poltroons ; 


but that all their efforts would be vain. As for the 
reſt (added he), there ftill remains a party, If the 
ueen and her children are threatened, I will march to 
aris—it is my fixed intention—and the convention 


will not exiſt three weeks longer.” The commiſſion- 


ers aſked him by what means he would replace the 
convention? His anſwer was, The means are alread 

formed.” They aſked him whether he did-not wiſh 
to have the laſt conſtitution ? He replied, that it was 
a fooliſh one; he expected a better from Condorcet : 
the firſt conſtitution, with all its imperfections, was 
preferable. 'When they aſked him whether he wiſhed 
to have a king, he replied We muſt have one.“ He 
alſo told them, that he was employed to make peace 
for France ; that he had already entered into a negocia- 
tion with the prince of Cobourg for an exchange of 
prifoners, and for the purpoſe of withdrawing from 
Holland thoſe eighteen battalions which were on the 
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point of being cut off. When they informed him that 
thoſe negociations with Cobourg, and the peace which 
he wiſhed to procure for France, would not change re- 
publicans into royaliſts, he repeated the aſſertion, that 
he would be in Paris in three weeks; and obſerved, 
that ſince the battle of Gemappe he had wept over his 
ſucceſs in ſo bad a cauſe. Dubuifſon then propoſed 
to communicate to him a plan of a counter- revolution: 
but he ſaid that his own was better. | 
The attempt to arreſt an able general at the head of 
his army, did not, it muſt be confeſſed, argue a-ſupe- 
rior degree of wiſdom either in the convention or its 
agents. As ſoon as the ſpecial comiſſioners, therefore, 
arrived from Paris for that purpoſe, and announced to 
the general their intention, he ſmiled, and aſſured them, 
that he yalued his head too much, to ſubmit it to an, 
arbitrary tribunal ;”” and immediately giving the ſignal 
for a body of ſoldiers who were in waiting, he ordered 
the miniſter of war Bournonville (who was ſent to ſu- 
perſede him), and the commiſſioners, immediately to 
be conveyed to the Auſtrian head-quarters at Mons, 
as hoſtages for the ſafety of the royal family. „ 

Dumourier, however, notwithſtanding his ſplendid 

talents, appears to have been groſsly miſtaken with re- 
gard to the diſpoſition of his army. They were ready 
to reſent to a man the affront which was ſo imprudently 
offered to their general, in ordering him to appear as @ 
criminal at Paris; but, when he came to propole to 
them the reſtoration of royalty in the perſon of the 
prince, and to turn their arms againſt their country, 
the prejudices or the patriotiim of Frenchmen aſſumed 
their wonted influence, and they conſidered it as their 
duty to diſobey. The general had ſcarcely advanced as 
far as Cambray before he found his army gradually de- 
ſerting. The artillery was the firſt corps that foriook. 
him ; and they were almoſt immediately followed by 
the national guards. M. Dumourier then harangued 
the troops r but their reply was, That 
though they loved him as a man, and venerated him 


as a general, they could not fight againſt their coun» 
try.“ r | | £6 


Thus 
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Thus defeated in his plan of a counter-revolution, 0] 
and finding that no dependence was to be placed 
upon the majority of the army, general Dumourier, 
with two regiments of horſe, and accompanied by 
young Egalite and ſome other officers, determined to 
make his eſcape to the enemy at Mons; where, after 
a dangerous purſuit by a part of the army which he 
lately commanded, and being ſhot at ſeveral times, he 
at length arrived ſafe, at the head of that ſmall party 
which ſtill retained their fidelity to. their fallen com- 

mander, | | | | 
The conduct of general Dumourier has afforded 
room for many conjectures, and has excited a variety 
of ſuſpicions. The democratic party do not ſcruple to 
aſſert, that it was long his intention to betray his coun- 
ys and that he was actually bribed. by the Imperialiſts. 
We muſt confeſs that theſe conjectures appear ſcarcely 
to be warranted by competent evidence. No traitor 
would have fought as Dumourier did on the 18th; and 
had it not been for the imprudent and abſurd proceed- 
ings of the convention, in denouncing him as an enemy 
to his country, we think there is at leaft a probability 
that he would till have remained faithful to its cauſe, 
The aſſertions of thoſe who think differently are how- 
ever ſtrong ; and it is not impoſſible that both motiyes 
might have concurred to detach him from the cauſe 
of the republic; it is not impoſſible, that, finding a 
ſtrong and increaſing party againſt him in Paris, he 
might be diſpoſed to lien to the advances of the com- 
bined powers, -and might in.theſe circumſtances even 

accept the wages of corruption. Pe | 

We ſhonld have remarked, that genera] Dumourier 
nad, previous to his intended march to Paris, eſtabliſf- 
ed an armiſtice with the prince de Cobourg; and hj 

Highneſs had iſſued a moſt liberal proclamation, whi 
accompanied the addreſs of M. Dumosrier, and which 
aſſured the French nation, that it was not his intention 
to interfere at all in the internal government of France, 
and that no part of his army ſhould even enter the 
frontier, unleſs the general ſhould demand a ſmall body 
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to act under him to ſupport his motions, and to co- 
operate as friends and brothers in arms. _ | 
It is much to be regretted, that this liberal and con- 
ciliatory addreſs ſhould have been revoked by the con- 
greſs of general officers, which was held at Antwerp 
on the 8th of April. 'The reſolution of that congreſs, 
« to commence a plan of active operations againſt 
France,” is {till more deeply to be regretted. The tem- 
per manifeſted by the troops of Dumourier, their obſti- 
nate adherence to the republic, ſhould have damped 
the hopes of thoſewho wiſh at fhis crifis to force a m-. 
narchy upon the French nation. A monarchy, we believe, 
they would ſhortly have, if left to themſelves ; for. 
what is termed pure democracy is no other than a ftate 
of anarchy, and that cannot long endure. It is the 
odium which the combined powers firſt excited againſt 
monarchy by the league of Pilnitz, and their hoſtile 
invaſion, that keeps the French united; and, conduct- 
ed on the preſent plan, we can ſee no probable iſſue of 
the war, but an immenſe profuſion of blood and trea- 
ſure, and the confederated powers reduced to a ſimilar 
ſtate of bankruptcy with France itſelf, in attempting 
to ſubdue it. 7 1 
i Amidſt this accumulation of external misfortunes, 
the country of France was at this period 1 agi- 
stated by the moſt formidable inſurrections in different 
e parts. A conſiderable body of royaliſts aſſembled on 
a tbe bank of the Loire, and threatened the reduction of 
e Nantz. In the department of La Vendee, they aſſu- 
med the denomination of the Chriſtian army, and were 
commanded by a perſon of ſome note, of the name of 
Joly, Strong ſuſpicions have been entertained, that 
the inſurgents were ſecretly aſſiſted by foreign powers, 


h- On the 2d of April, a member of the national con- 
5 ention enumerated ſeveral cauſes of ſuſpicion againſt 
be executive council, and cited diſtin charges againſt 


he miniſter Bournonville, In the ſame fitting the com- 
iſoners of the convention at Rochelle announced, 
hat the people of Nantz had made a ſucceſsful ſally 
gainſt the revolters, had killed twelve hundred on the 
pot, and captured an equal number. 8 8 | 
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On the ſame day the popular ſociety of Toulon de. 
nounced general Paoli as a ſupporter of deſpotiſm, 
They alledged that the general, in concert with the 
adminiſtrators of the department, had inflicted every 


© kind of hardſhip upon the patriots, and at the ſame time 


favoured the emigrants and the refractory prieſts. They 
demanded that his head ſhould fall under the avenging 
ſword of the law. The convention decreed, that gene- 
ral Paoli and the procureur-general ſyndic of the de. 
partment of Corſica ſhould be ordered to the bar, to give 
an account of their conduct. | 5 
On the following day the aſſembly received a letter 
from general Biron, ſtating, that though the ſnow lay 
deep on the ground, the enemy had attacked the camp 
of Braons on the 28th of March. They were vigor- 
ouſly repulſed ; and he added, that the loſs muſt have 
been conſiderable, if he might judge from the quantity 
of blood and of fuſils left in the field. 5 

It was the 4th of April before the national conven- 
tion received the intelligence, that the commiſſioners 
whom they had ſent to ſeize Dumourier, and to con- 
duct him a priſoner to Paris, had themſelves been arreſt- 
ed by that general, and ſent to the Auſtrians. On the 
receipt of this information, the convention decreed a 
large reward for bringing Dumourier to Paris dead or 
alive. They took the ſpeedieſt meaſures for ſecuring 
the peace of Paris, and for defending the frontiers, 

The conſternation which the defection of Dumourier 
had created, was in ſome meaſure: relieved by letters 
of the 5th of April, from the commiſſioners of the north- 
ern army to the convention, informing them that their 
country was ſaved, that the camp of Maulde was dil- 
_ banded, and that all the troops had forſaken Dumou- 

Wer. -. -- | SE | 

The commiſſioners added, that relying on the patriot- 
iſm and activity of general Dampierre, they had ap- 
pointed him proviſionally commander in chief. Du- 
mourier paſſed 3 the camp of the army of the Ar- 
dennes, conſiſting of twenty battalions, troops of the 


* 


line, and volunteers, with a park of artillery, which he 
endeavoured to ſeduce, but failed in his attempt ; and 
1 g = | 
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they aniverſally came over to the intereſt of the con- 


ve tion, after having been exhorted by Becker, aid- 
du- camp to general Diretmann, to beware of the de- 
luſions of their former commander, who only told them 
they ſhould ſoon have a king and laws, the better to 
effect his own ambitious projects. | | 

Qur readers will ſcarcely regret the misfortunes and 
abaſement of the notorious duke of Orleans, better 
known at prefent..by the proſtituted ngme of Philip 
Egalite. A decree having paſſed in the convention for 
the baniſhment of all the Bourbons, this ſhameleſs mon- 
ſter / ſent a letter to the preſident, defiring to know whe- 
ther he, as a repreſentative of the people, could be in- 
cluded in the decree; when ſuch was the indignation 


even of this factious aſſembly, that the affirmative re- 


ſounded from every part of the hall. e | 
In a diſpatch, dated April the coth, the commiſſion- 
ers at Valenciennes informed the convention, that the 


enemy were preparing apparently for the attack of 


Conde, but that the ſoldiers who compoſed the garriſon 
of that place were determined to defend themſelves 
like true republicans— that a fpirit of order began to be 


re. eſtabliſhed among the troops, and that they hoped, 


when the army was convinced reſpecting the traitorous 
deſigns of Dumourier, that their errors would be chan- 
ged into indignation, and their defeats into victories. 
In the mean time the conflict of parties, which was 
ſhortly to break out into open outrage, began to agi- 
tate the convention, and the violence or the crimes of 
the notorious: Marat at length produced his accuſation 
and impriſonment. He, as preſident of the Jacobins 
of Paris, had ſigned an addreſs, invoking all the po- 
pular ſocieties to exert themſelves: for the expulſion of 
thoſe © unfaithful members of the convention who be- 
trayed their truſt, and who did not vote for the death 
of a tyrant.” At ten in the evening, on the 13th of 
April, the appel-nominal on the decree againſt this in- 
ſolent aſſaſſin commenced, and after a tumultuous fitting 


of the whole night, the reſult was announced at ſeven 


o'clock in the moving 5 out of three hundred and 
thirty-ſix votes, two hundred and thirty-two were 
Vor., II E dier 
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for the decree of accuſation. | In conſequence, the de. 
cree was pronounced againſt Marat, and he was com- 
mitted to the Wp priſon. After ſo groſs an inſult 


on the principles of juſtice, and on the peace and liber- 


ty of the repreſentative body, it is ſurpriſing that a jury 
could be found abandoned enough to acquit ſo noto- 
rivus a delinquent ; but he was too great a favourite 
with the populace to fall by a legal deciſion in a city 
where the multitude are ſovereigns. He was acquitted 


by the tribunal ; and his return to the convention was 


a triumphal entry, in which that aſſembly was diſ- 
raced in the ſame manner as their predeceſſors on the 
infamous 20th of June. . | 


Upon the news of the defection of Dumourier, gene- 


ral Kellermann, who commanded the army of the Alps, 
aſſembled his troops, and, in the preſence of the conſti- 
tuted authorities, addreſſed them upon that ſubject. 
'Fhe ſoldiers univerſally teſtified their adherence to 


the principles of the revolution, and anſwered the ad- 


dreſs of their general by {wearing by their arms, that 
they would ſupport the re public and liberty. 
- While theſe affairs were in agitation, the national 
convention received a letter from Dampierre, gene- 
ral of all the forces at Valenciennes, dated the -13th 
of April; in which he ſays, The enemy attacked our 
advanced poſts at this place in fix different points ; 


they were however repulſed with confiderable loſs. In 


the advanced guard, which I commanded, we have had 
much the advantage. I have reſumed the camp of Fa- 
mars. I cannot beſtow too high praiſes on the courage 


and ardour of the ſoldiers. I can aſſure you, that in a 
little time the army will recover that ſuperiority which 
it loſt only by the treachery of thoſe who commanded 


1 N CO 45 3 
Two days after this, the miniſter at war received 


another letter from the ſame general, in which he in- 


formed him, That the advanced guard of the French 
army behaved with the ſame bravery as the day before, 
and that they had repulſed the Auſtrians, who attacked 


them very briſkly.” 


One of the general's aides- du-camp confirmed fr 
1 2 perlonal 
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perſonal teſtimony the bravery of the troops, and ob- 
erved, that on the 14th they yielded to numbers, but 
onthe 15th they were victorious. - He added, thæt the 
prince de Cobourg and. his officers, - by their ſpeeches, 
letters, and actions, appeared deſirous of peace; and in- 
timated further to the convention, that a miſunderſtand- 
ing prevailed among the combined powers. N 
Such reports are common in the varying circuit of 
political affairs. Too many intereſts, however, conſpi- 
red to render ſuch an event probable. The Auſtrians 
are fighting their own battles at a more eaſy expence 
than if they were left alone: the king of Pruſſia, in the 
eaſy and negligent manner in which he conducts the 
war, is only amuſing a part of his numerous armies; 
while at the ſame time, by the continuance of hoſtili- 
ties on the ſide of France, the eyes of Europe are di- 
verted from his depredations in Poland. The Britiſſi 
miniſtry know, that on the continuance of the war they 
muſt depend for remaining in office, as war and peace 
are ſeldom made.in this country. by the ſame adminiſtra- 
tions: and the empreſs of Ruſſia, who is really the foul 
of the whole confederacy, is enjoying in ſecret the di- 
ſtreſſes of other powers, who are weakening and exhauſt- 
ing themſelves, while the is gaining immenſe acceſſions 
of territory, and contributes neither men nor money to 
a war in which ſhe invited all Europe to unite, 
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The. leaſt reſult that could be apprehended from ſs 


French, Dampierre was mortally wounded, and ſoon 
after died. His laurels had not arrived at a ſufficient 


grave. The effuſion of human blood was the principal 


Rhine and the Moſelle, informed the convention about 
this time, that he had been groſsly inſulted by three of 
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Re-organization of the French army— Action near St A. 
mand Death of general Dampierre— Right rof man— Re. | 
volution of the 31ft of May—New conſtitution—Cri. | 
 eique'wpon it— Spirited attack of Cuftine on the Pruf. 
fians— French diflodged from Famars— Action near Ar- 6 
lon——Siege and capture of Mentès— Surrender of Conde a 
and Valencienne. French diſtodged from Cæſar t camp WO 
Liege of Dunhirk--Defeat of the Engliſh— Attack on t 
the camp at Maubeuge . Defeat of the combined armies 
 — Succeſſes of the French againſt the rebels in La Vendee 
. —Difaffettion of the ſouthern provinces — Revolt of 
Lyons, Marſeilles, aud Toulon—Submiſffton of the Mar- 
ſeilloi. Surrender of Toulon to the Engliſo Reduction 
% Lyons — Aſſaffination of Marat— Removal of the queen 
tro the Conciergerie— Trial and execution of general Cuf- 
 tine—Trial and execution of the queen—New kalendar 
—Decree againſt. foreigner s-—Execntion of the Gironde 
-party——Refletions. on the preſent flate of France, 
FH E defection of general Dumourier diſappointed, 
| in its conſequenees, the expectations of Europe. 


important an event was the entire diffolution of the 
northern army; but even this effect did not enſue, and 
in leſs than a month general Dampierre was enabled to 
reſtore to order and diſcipline the diſorganized troops, 
and to lead them to action, if not to vido . 

In a well-contefied battle, on the 8th of May, near 
St Amand, between the combined armies and the 


maturity to be aſſailed by the blaſts of envy or of fac- 
tion, but accompanied him in their full bloom to his 


event of this action; the Auftrians are ſaid to have loſt 
two thouſand men, the French nearly the fame num- 
ber, but the loſs of the Engliſh is yet unknown, 

General Cuſtine, commander of the armies of the 


their 


has been the equilibrium of power 
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their commiſſioners, and complained that he was ac- 
cuſed reſpecting a letter which he had written to the 


duke of Brunſwick. In what manner the general was 
_ fatisfied, we are not informed ; but that he was, is evi- 


dent from his acceptance of the command of the armies 
of the north, ſoon after their retreat from the camp of 
Famars, The ſentiment, however, which he appears to 


have excited on this occaſion proved afterwards fatal 


to this able and ill · treated officer. 
The national convention, on the zoth of May, -took 
poſſeſſion of their new hall of aſſembly in the palace of 
the Tuilleries, and on that day they laid the firſt ſtone 
of the new edifice of the conſtitution: the tranſactions 
of this day may perhaps explain to the thinking world 
the temper and ſentiments of France with refpe& to 
vernment. On the one hand, it was propoſed that a 
ſocial eompact ſhould be decreed before the conſtitu- 
tion: on the A . was determined that à na- 
tion which had proclaimed the rights of man could 
have no other ſocial compact than a conſtitution. "Phy 
leaders of the Jacobin party contended, that modern 
legiſlators ought to act preciſely conttary to former 
precedent ; | hitherto the art of government had been 
the art of pillaging, and of ſubjecting the many for' the 
e 


benefit of the few; and legiflation had been the art of 


reducing theſe crimes into a fyſtem. They next obſer- 


ved, that politicians, hitherto leſs anxious to defend 
liberty, than to modify tyranny, have thought but of 
two means to limit the power of the magiſtrate one 
the other the tri- 
bunitian authority. The equilibrium of power was 
termed a chimera; it was argued, that we muſt ſup- 
poſe the abſolute nullity and fuſperifion of government, 
if the rival powers did not neceſſaril eſce again 


the people; and that the iufſuence 9 Fei; and the in- 


fluence of the crown, utterly deſtrbyed this boaſted ba- 
lance; Such were the poſitions on which the republi- 
cans of France grounded the new fabric of their con- 
Tirutian, which we ſhall preſently have occaſion to 
review.; but it is 8 previouſly to ad vert to the 
revolution, „* of the 31ſt of May Jet 
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the Gironde, or moderate party, was precipitated from 
power by the turbulent faction of Marat. 
The Gironde, in voting for the death of the king, de- 
feated, or at leaſt delayed, the execution of that plot 
which had been formed by their adverſaries for their 
deſtruction, But as the majority of that party had vo- 
ted for a ſuſpenſion of the puniſhment, this circum- 
ſtance was artfully employed by the Jacobins in the 


hope of equally effecting their purpoſes; and they ſoon 


ſucoeeded in rendering the Gironde completely odious 
to the populace, at leaſt of Parise. 5 
From the, moment in which Marat had been com- 
mitted to the Abbaye, the deliberations of the legiſla- 
ture had been almoſt entirely, conſumed in mutual re- 
criminations. The fitting of the 3ziſt of May opened 
at half paſt ſix in the morning, and did not cloſe till 
ten at night; and notwithſtanding a moſt perſuaſive 
diſcourſe from Vergniaux, followed * ſeveral conci- 
liatory motions from Barrere, and in ſpite of the firm- 
neſs diſplayed by ſeveral other members, Robeſpierre, 
Marat, and the deputies of the commune, were finally 
victorious. A petition was received from the conſtitu- 
ted authorities in Paris, demanding“ that the members 
of the commiſſion of twelve, with others, to the num- 
ber of twenty two, who had been formerly marked out 
(among whom were Iſnard, Guadet, Briſſot, Vergniaux, 
Genſonné, Barbaroux, the miniſter Le Brun, and the 
ex- miniſter Roland), thould be decreed in a ſtate of ac- 
cuſation as enemies to their country.” This petition 
was ordered to be printed. Lanjuinais, and ſeveral o- 
thers, proclaimed 7 wh their deliberations were not free; 
and the. galleries in return openly .menaced thoſe who 
oppoſed themſelves to what was called the wiſh of the 
A A majority of the convention had ordered the com- 
_ mittee of twelve to. he re-eftabliſhed.. The deputies of 
Paris, in a lofty tone, demanded, that it ſhould be again 
diffolved. They informed the convention, that the ſec- 
tions of Paris had eſtabliſhed, on thé night preceding, 
a proviſſonal revolutionary commune, A majority of 
the convention was, diſpoſed. not to recogniſe the mu- 
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nicipality thus eſtabliſhed ; but they at length were 


compelled, not only to the recognition, but alſo to per- 
mit that the aſſembly, thus nominated, ſhould grant 
forty ſous a-day to each of the ſans-culottes of Paris 
who ſhould execute its orders, until the. general tran- 
quillity ſhould be reſtored. After this a general fede- 
ration. was decreed for the 1oth of Auguſt. On the fol- 
lowing day (1ſt of June) the fauxbourgs of St Antoine 
and St Marceau, with-all the adherents of Marat and 
Robeſpierre, were again in motion. The drums beat 
to arms in every quarter; few perſons knew what was 


tranſacting, but every man was at his poft. At nine * 


o'clock in the evening, it was known that another de- 
putation from the municipality was about to repair 40 
the convention, who had adjourned their ſittings at 
five o'clock to eight in the evening. M. Le Brun with 
M. and Madame Roland were put under arreſt. Cla- 


viere, the late miniſter of the finances, concealed him 


ſelf, but wrote to demand that he might be placed un- 
der the protection of the law. 5 

On the ad of June the convention decreed the arreſt 
of al the members of the committee of twelve, Fon- 
frede and St Martin excepted. On the preceding even- 
ing the alarm-bells were rung. When the reſpec- 
tive departments heard of the impeachment of their re- 
preſentatives, a conſiderable ferment took place, and 
ſeveral bodies of men threatened, to march to Paris, to 
reftore liberty to the inſulted convention: but the ap- 


parent though fallacious moderation of the predomi- 


nant party, and the vigour of their meaſures to repel the 
common enemy, ſerved in moſt inſtances to appeaſe 
the reſentment of the provinces. _.._ 3 
The members of the convention OR GIG Hae: an ar- 
reſt iſſued an addreſs to the French people, in which 
they develope the cauſes of the late commotions in the 
aſſembly and in Paris; and their account is as follows: 
„A law had been, enacted which preſcribed the forma- 
tion of committees in the different. ſections of Paris, 
deſtined to watch oyer ſoreigners and ſuſpicious. people. 
This law was elnded.. Inftead. of thoſe, committees, o- 
thers were formed in the moſt illegal manner. Theſe 
* RS e oe nw Mi Fe” TJ. committees 
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committees created a central committee, compoſed 
of one member from the committee of each ſection. 
This central committee, after ſome private delibera- 
tion, faſpended the conſtituted authorities, and aſſu- 
med the title of the Revolutionary Council of the De- 
partment of Paris, and alſo inveſted itſelf with a die- 
tatorial power. An extraordinary committee had been 
formed in the boſom of the conuention, to denounce 
the illegal and arbitrary acts of the conſtituted autho- 
rities, and to cauſe all perſons to be arrefted who ſhould 
be denounced as chiefs of conſpiracies. On the 25th of 


May theſe revolutionary committees, with an armed 
force, demanded the ſuppreſſion of the committee 


formed by the convention. This r:queſt was decreed; 
but on the next day it was deferred till the commitee 
ſhould have made their report. The revolutionary 
council of Paris refufed to attend the report. On the 
3oth of May they intimated. to the convention their or- 

der to ſuppreſs the extraordinary committee. Amidſt 
armed petitioners, ſurrounded by cannon, under conti- 

nual infults from the galleries, ſome members decreed 
the ſuppreſſion of it. On the famous '31ft' of May the 
generale was again beaten, the tocſin founded, and the 
alarm- guns fired. At theſe fignals the citizens flew to 
"arms, and were ordered to aſlemble round the conven- 
tion. Some deputations demanded a decree of accuſa- 
tion (againſt thirty-five members of the convention. 
The afferably referred this to the committee of public 
- ſafety, enjoining them to deliver in their re port within 
three days. On the 1ſt of June, at three in the after- 
noon, the revolationary council of Paris marched at 

the head of an armed force to inveſt the national hall. 

At night they appeared at the bar, and demanded a 
decree of: accuſation againſt the deuounced members, 
The convention paſſed to the order of the day, and order- 
ed the petitioners to exhibit the proofs of the crimes 


imputed to the accuſed members. On the 2d'of June 


«the revolutionary council demanded, for the laſt time, 
the decree of accuſation againſt the obnoxious deputies. 
The aſſembly paſſed again to the order of the day. The 
petitioners now gave a ſignal to the ſpe ctators to youu 
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the hall, and ruſh to arms. About noon the generale 
was beaten, the tocſin ſounded; more than a hundred 
cannon ſurrounded the national hall, and grates were 
formed to heat red-hot balls; cannon were pointed 
towards all the avenues; the gates were ſhut, and 
the ſentries ordered to ſtop all the members of the 
convention. Many of the deputies were inſulted by the 
ſatellites of Marat, The battalions, which ſeveral days 
before ſhould have marched againft the royaliſts, ſud- 
denly arrived, and ſeized on the inner poſts of the hall. 
Aſiignats and wine were diſtributed among them. In 


_ ſhort, the repreſentatives were impriſoned in their own 
hall. To avert the rage of the people, it was ordered 
that the committee of public ſafety ſhonld make their 
report. Barrere mounted the tribune, and propoſed, that 


the denounced members; againſt whom no proof of the 
imputed crimes had been produced, ſhould be invited 
to fuſpend themſelves from their functions. Some of 
them ſubmitted to this meaſure. At length an end was 
put to the fitting; the.prefident walked out of the hall 
at the head of the convention, and ordered the ſentries 
to withdraw, 3 | aw 4 h 

The convention reached the middle of the court 
without meeting any reſiſtance ; but being arrived 
there, the commander of the armed force ordered 
them to return. The preſident told him, the conven- 
tion was not to be dictated to; that it held its autho- 


rity independent of any other power than the French 


people, and that they alone had a right to command 
it. The commander, Henriot, drew his ſword, ranged 
his cavalry in order of battle, and ordered the can- 
noniers to point their cannon. His ſoldiers were ready 
to fire The preſident turned back, the members fol- 


lowed him, and attempted every outlet in order to e- 


fcape, but every avenue was cloſed, or defended by 
cannon, At length the aſſembly, unable to retire, 
reſumed their fitting; and ſome deputies decreed, 
that the obnoxious members ſhould be put under arreſt 


at their own ' houſes, On the propoſal of Marat, 


Couthon demanded that Valaze and Louvet ſhould be 
. W i added 
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added to that number: ſome members gave their con- | 


ſent, for the greater part of them did not take any 
' ſhare in thoſe humthating deliberations. . After the 
decree was ſigned, a deputation made its appearance, 
to teſtify its approbation of the decree, and offered an 
equal number of citizens as hoſtages for the - arreſted 
,, 55 5 | | 

_- After theſe commotions had ſubſided, the firſt ſtep 
of the triumphant party was to complete the conſtitu- 
tion. The national convention, on the 23d of June, 
iſſued a declaration of the rights of man, as a preface 
to their new form of government, which is contained 
in thirty-five articles, It ſtates, that the end of ſociety 
is the general happineſs: the rights of man are equal 
liberty, ſafety, and the protection of property—a free 
people know no other motive of preference in their 
election to offices than virtue and talents—the law is 
the protection of liberty, and juſtice its rule—all per- 
ſons have a right to aſſemble peaceably for public 
Worſhip, without any prohibition from particular ſects. 
The law does not acknowledge fervitude or ſlavery; 
the contract between maſter and ſervant is only an 
engagement of attention and gratitude, between the 
man who labours and the man who employs him. 
Every one has a right to diſpoſe of his property, reve- 
nues, labour, and induſtry, according to his pleaſure. 
Society is obliged to provide for the ſubſiſtance of the 
unfortunate, either by procuring them work, or main- 
taining thoſe who are uhable to labour, The conclu- 
ding article ſtates, that when the government violates 
the rights of the people, inſurrection becomes the duty 
of the people. A few days after the publication of 
this declaration, the aſſembly announced the com- 
pletion of the new conſtitution of France, which had 
been diſcuſſed article by article, and paſſed as the con- 
- ftitutional act within the ſpace of a fortnight, It is 
introduced by the following ſentence—* The French 
republic honours loyalty, courage, age, filial piety, and 
misfortune. It puts the depoſit of its conſtitution un- 
der the guard of all the virtues,” It conſiſts. of one 
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hundred and twenty-four articles, arranged under ge- 


neral heads, of which the following are the moſt im- 


rtant: | | 5 BEE 

The rights of a citizen are acquired, as to natives, 
by birth; foreigners acquire them by marrying a 
French woman, by being domiciliated in France for 


one year, by maintaining an aged. perſon, or adopting 


a child. | | 
The ſovereignty. of the people is next proclaimed. 
The primary aſſemblies. are compoſed of two hun- 
dred citizens at the leaſt, and fix hundred at the moſt, of 
thoſe who have been inhabitants for ſix months in each 


canton. The elections are made by ballot or open 


vote, at the option of each voter. The ſuffrages up- 
on laws are given by yes or no. 5 
Of the national repreſentation, the population is the 
ſole baſis. There is one deputy for every forty thou- 
ſand individuals. Each re- union of primary aſſemblies 
reſulting from a population of from thirty- nine thou- 
ſand to forty-one thouſand ſouls, nominates directly 
one deputy, The French nation aſſemble every year 
on the firſt of May, for the election. The primary aſ- 
ſemblies are formed upon extraordinary occaſions, on 
the demand of a fifth of the citizens who have a right 


to vote in them; but the extraordinary aſſemblies only 


— has When more than the half of the citizens are 
prelent, : 333 TR 
Electoral aſſemblies are formed by the citizens uni- 
ted in primary aſſemblies, who name one. eleQtor for. 
every two hundred citizens, and in proportion, - 
Ihe legiſlative body holds its ſeſſion for a year, and 
its firſt meeting is the 1fl of July. It members can- 


not be tried for the opinions they have delivered in the 


national aſſe mbly. | E | 

The functions of the legiſlative body are to propoſe 
laws and paſs decrees, ſuperintend public inſtruction, 
the national domain, and make the declarations of 
war; to provide for the defence of the territory, and 
ratify treaties. | | e 


The formation of the law is as follows * The plan of 
a law is preceded by a report ; and the diſcuſſion of 
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* — —— — | 
it cannot take place till fifteen days after the report is 
made. The plan is printed, and ſent to all the com- 
munes of the republic, under this title, © Law prapo- 
ſed.” Forty days after, the law propoſed is ſent to 
the departments ; if in 'more than half of the depart- 
ments the tenth of the primary aſſemblies of each have 
| wy objected to it, the plan is accepted, and becomes a 
law. 88 by 42 
The executive council is compoſed of twenty-four 
members, for which the electoral aſſembly of each de- 
partment nominates one candidate. The legiſlative 
body chooſe the members of the council from the ge- 
neral liſt. One half of it is renewed by each legiſla- 
ture, in the laſt month of the ſeſſion, It nominates, 
not of its own body, the agents in chief of the general 
adminiſtration of the republic. The legiſlative body 
determines the number and the functions of theſe 
-ageats; *. 5 . | 8 | 
Civil juſtice is adminiſtered by juſtices of the peace 
elected by the citizens, in circuits determined by the 
law. They conciliate and judge without expence— 
Their number and their competence are deterininable 
by the legiſlature. The juſtices of the peace axe elect- 
ed every year. - | 
In criminal caſes no individual can be tried, but on 
an examination received by a jury, or decreed by the 
_ legiſlative body. The fact and the intention are declared 
by a jury of judgment. The'puniſhment is applied by 
A criminal tribunal. The criminal judges are elected 
yearly by the electoral aſſemblies. | | 
The general force of the republic is compoſed of the 
whole people. All the French are ſoldiers; they are 
all exerciſed in the uſe of arms. No armed body can 
deliberate. The public force, employed againſt ene- 
mies from without, acts under the orders of the execu- 
tive council. | 8 0 
National conventions may be appointed on extraor- 
dinary, occaſions. If, in a majority of the departments, 
the tenth of the primary aſſemblies of each, regularly 
formed, demands the reviſion of the conſtitutional act, 
the © Are, body is bound to convoke all the prima- 
ry aſſemblies of the republic, to know if there be 
If -- | | ground 
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ground for a national convention. The national con- 
vention is formed in the ſame manner as the legiſla- 
tures, and unites in itſelf their power. | 

Under the title of the correſpondence of the French 
republic with foreign nations, we find the French 


people is the friend and natural ally of every free 


people. It does not interfere in the government of 
other nations. It does not ſuffer other nations to inter- 


fere in the government of its own. It gives an aſylum 


to foreigners baniſhed from their country for the cauſe 


of liberty, It does not make peace with an enemy 


that occupies its territory. 


We may obſerve with Condorcet, that the firſt ob- 


jection which naturally ariſes to this conſtitution, is 
the haſte in which it has been formed. To this objec- 
tion it is anſwered— that _— the certainty that man 
can never reach entire perfection in any thing that he 
undertakes, implies that the more care and delibera- 
tion he employs, the more likely he is to approach this 
deſired point; yet reſpecting this new conſtitution, it 
muſt be remembered, that for ſome time a ſeries of 
writers, whoſe works all Europe has admired, had pre- 
pared the way for the legiſlators of France; and that 


for four years they have more or leſs directly diſcuſſed 


and laid the baſis on which the conſtitution now ſub- 
mitted to the French was erected. In fine, if the 
work be good, . moment that was ſaved will en- 
title the legiſlators ſo much the more to the eſteem of 
the public. | 5 | | 
Some objeQions of more eſſential importance ſeem 
to ſtrike us in an impartial review of this plan of go- 
vernment. Diſmiſſing entirely for the preſent all pre- 
dilection for monarchy, the point to be conſidered is, 
how far it is likely to, anſwer the end of a republican 
ſyſtem, In this view, we do not ſee upon what grounds 
the excellent mode of electing the legiſlature, through 
the medium of electoral aſſemblies, was laid aſide. Mr 
Burke's objections to this ſyſtem were not likely to be 
recommended by bis authority 
ſurely no plan could be better deviſed for the preven- 
tion of intrigues venality, * and tumult, than 
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this arrangement. Again, as the legiſlative body is to 


be formed on the baſis of population, it ought to be 


ſpecified how and when that proportion ſhould be aſ- 
certained ; but we apprehend that a ſtill ſimpler mode 
would have been, to proceed in the elections accord- 


ing to diſtricts, taking for a guide, as to the number 


of repreſentatives, the preſent population; and allow- 
ing future legiſlatures to alter the number upon cer. 
tain principles, in proportion as the population might 
be found to vary. Wh 

The elections are too frequent; and, however vi- 
ſionary politicians may flatter themſelves, nothing is 
more likely to eſtabliſh an ariſtocratical intereſt in re- 
publican governments than frequent elections. The 
choice of repreſentatives, then,. from the frequent oc- 
currence of the-circumſtance, becomes a mere matter 
of courſe; election dwindles to a kind of conge d'elire, 
and the appointment in time becomes hereditary. 

The referring of every law for confirmation to the 
primary aſſemblies, is a prepoſterous meaſure. The ta- 
cit conſent of the people is given to every law againit 
which they do not expreſsly proteſt : for we think the 
people at large have a right in every government to 
proteſt againit a law which they find grievous and op- 
preſſive. But to refer it directly to them for diſcul- 
fion, is ſurely an abſurdity. "1s 


The appointment of the executive power is the great 


difficulty in all democratical ſyſtems. The mode a- 
dopted by the French appears too complex —It has, 
however, one excellence, viz. that minifters cannot 
now, as by the firſt conſtitution, be removed on the 
barangue of ſome demagogue in the. aſſembly; and 
they will therefore be able to act with more energy in 
their general departments. On the whole, however, 
notwithſtanding. theſe defects, and though we oannot 
be ſuppoſed to retain any very ſtrong predilection for 
its authors, we think this conſtitution greatly prefer- 
able to that maſs of metaphyſical abſurdities, which 
was preſented to the conyention by Condorcet, under 
the name of a conſtitution” _ . 

Having thus taken a ſhort view of the civil commo- 

EE. Five | tions 
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tions and the political regulations of France, we ſhall 
once more revert to its military one + ary Though 
the preſent combination againſt this fingle ſtate ex- 
ceeds almoſt any thing recorded in the hiftoric page, 
its progreſs has not been in proportion; and this cir- 
cumſtance conſidered, its ſucceſs may be termed in- 
confiderable. Before the tedious ſieges of Conde and 
Valenciennes took place, there were two actions which 


merit attention; one near Carlberg, the other near 


the village of Famars. WH 
In the beginning of May general Cuſtine formed a 


deſign of cutting off from the enemy a body of ſeven . 


or eight thouſand men, who had advanced as far as 
Rheinzabern ; but, to ſucceed, it was neceſlary to a- 
mule the Pruſſians in all parts, and to deſtroy the effect 
of the cavalry and infantry, which they * Lan- 
dau. Had he retained the command of this army, he 
faid he ſhould have deferred that enterpriſe till the 
commencement of June, and then the army, better ex- 
erciſed, would have been in a condition to execute it 


completely; but reflecting that he was about to depart, - 


and take upon him the command of the army of the 
north, he determined to attempt an action, to prevent 
the Pruſſians from taking advantage of their good po- 
ſition. He therefore ſent orders to general Houchard 
to attack in the rear Limberg and Carlberg with the 
army of the Moſelle, while Pulli ſhould keep in check, 
and attack with the reſt of the corps des Vaſages, a 
Pruſſian corps who had advanced, and while general 
Sulek, with nine battalions and ſome cavalry, ſhould ad- 
vance towards Anweiler to moleſt the enemy. The 
ſame day the garriſon of Landau had orders to occupy 


the banks of the canal of Anweiler, the vineyards and 


village of Nuſderff, with ſeveral other poſts, and to give 
the Pruſſians reaſon to apprehend that they would be at- 
tacked in the rear, in caſe they ſhould attempt any move- 
ments. He alſo cauſed a report to be ſpread in the Pruſ- 
lian army, that the cavalry of the army of the Moſelle 
had arri ved, as well as part of the artillery of Straſbourgh. 
la the mean time, general Ferrier, who commanded forty 
battalions, was ordered only to ſhew himſelf to the ene- 
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236 HISTORY OF THE 
my till he ſhould hear that the engagement had commen. 
ced, and to attack them in the wood of Rheinzabern, 
and the Auſtrians who were in it beyond the village, 
Notwithſtanding theſe orders, Cufſtine obſerves, that 
he did not ſee his troops appear till eleven o'clock, at 
which time general Diretmann had commanded a re- 
treat, becauſe the troops, being fatigued, could neither 
procure proviſions nor drink, The general himſelf be- 
gan to march at eight o'clock in the' evening, with 
twenty-ſix battalions and eight regiments, to the 
Heights near Inſheim ; but ſeveral unavoidable delays 
prevented him from arriving at that place till five in 
the morning. 'The advanced guard, under the com- 
mand of general Landremont, kept back the enemy, and 
Ong them from quitting the foreſt of Germer- 
heim. While general Landremont was thus engaging 
the Auſtrian army, and preventing them from advan- 
cing, the main army extended itſelf to the heights of 
Rulſheim, and proceeded as far as that village. Cuſt ine 
charged two diviſions of dragoons with vigour, who 
fled after Tuſtaining confiderable loſs. Among the 
number of the dead were three officers,  'The general 
obſerved, that had it not been for the infatuation of a 
battalion, who miſtook the French cavalry for that of 
the enemy, this day would have been glorious for the 
troops of the republic ; they anſwered all attempts to 
rally them, only by diſcharges ; and it was with great 
difficulty they could 
ranks, The general was informed that this event was 
occalioned by the commander, who began the cry of 
treachery. He was arreſted, and it was ſaid he de- 
ſtroyed himſelf, © This day, which ought to have 
been ſo memorable (ſaid Cuſtine), terminated by the ta- 
King of one plece of cannon, and a very great number 
of priſoners.” “ Bn | | | : 
On the 23d of May, after a very ſevere conflict, in 
which the Engliſh troops, under the command of the 
duke of York, ſuffered conſiderably, the French were 
diſlodged from their camp at Famars, which they had 
fortified with great labour and ability. By this event 
the garriſons of Conde and Valeneiennes were Jeft to 


their 


be prevailed upon to reſume their 
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their fate; but the loſs of the combined army was ſaid | 


to have greatly exceeded that of the French. 


On the th of June another action took place be- 
tween the French troops under general Laage and the 


Auſtrians, near Arlon; and the latter were obliged to 


retreat to Luxembourg. The French troops on this 
occaſion behaved with ſingular intrepidity, arranging 
themſelves in order of battle before eight thouland 
men, poſted in a ſeries of entrenchments on an emi- 
nence, in the form of ſteps, marching and receiving 
their fire in this manner for more than a league, 
though the eminence was defended by thirty pieces of 
cannon. After the defeat of the Auſtrians, the French 
carried off- eight thouſand ſacks of oats, and a large 
quantity of flour. js 4 
In detailing the events which have latterly taken 
place in France and its dependencies, we are conſcious 
that ſome apology is due for the curſory manner in 
which we are forced to relate them. But it is impoſ- 
ſible to obtain, while a tranſaction is recent, that full 
and certain information which is eſſential to hiſtory, 


and it is better briefly to ſtate facts, than to miſtate * - 


them. We find theſe reflections particularly appli- 
cable to the ſtate of the French Weſt Indies, from 
which the accounts have been fo confuſed and imper- 
fe, that it is impoſſible to collect from them any re- 


gular narrative. In St Domingo the commiſſioners, 


Polyerell and Santhonax, who were ſent by the con- 
vention for the purpoſe of reſtoring tranquillity, have 
rather appeared the character of 
people of colour, and à feries of aſſaſſinations, pillage, 
and arbitrary impriſonment, have compelled the majo- 
rity of the white coloniſts to take ſhelter in America, 
or in the Engliſh Weſt India Iſlands. It is with pain 
we add, that numbers of theſe wretched exiles, in fly- 
ing from the tyranny of their own countrymen, have 
been intercepted and plundered by the Britiſh priya- 
teers. Polverell and Santhonax were impeached by a 
decree of the convention, on the 16th of July, 

"The iſland of Tobago BY taken by a Britiſh ſqua- 
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fron under the command of Sir John Laforey, about 
the beginning of April; and, encouraged by the dif. 
putes which exiſted between the royalifts and repu- 
blicans in Martinico, admiral Gardner attempted a de- 
ſcent upon that iſland alfo, and landed there with a- 
bout three thouſand men. The attempt, however, 
proved fatal only to the royalifts, as he found, on his 
arrival, the republican party too ſtrong, and was obli- 
ged to re-embark his troops, even before he could con- 
vey away from certain deſtruction the whole of the 
devoted party, who had probably invited him to under. 
take the expediton. . 
When we direct four attention to the tedious ſiege 
of Mentz, it is with difficulty we are able to find terms 
ſufficiently military to mark the tardy progreſs of his 
Pruſſian majeſty; he deſtroyed with great formality 
ſeveral ſnam- batteries which the French had erected, 
and found a grave for many of his ſoldiers, from the 
ſorties of that garriſon. | . 
About the z0th of June, however, he began to form 
a more ſerious ſiege, and our readers have already anti- 
cipated the event; as it is well known that the garri- 
fon capitulated on the 422d of July; rather leaving us 
_ cauſe to wonder at their long and effectual reſiſtance, 
than at their final ſurrender. They had long been in 
want of every neceſſary, and particularly of medicines ; 
and a conſiderable- number had been forced to ſubſiſt 
entirely on horſe-fleſh, and the moſt unwholſome food. 
The latter end of June, and the pn er of July, 
were chiefly diſtinguiſhed in the north by ſome petty 
- ſkirmiſhes between the two grand armies. 'The latter 
part of July was marked by ſome ſucceſſes of more 
importance to the Auſtrians, The garriſon of Conde, 
after ſuſtaining a blockade of three months, ſurrender- 
ed on the roth by capitulation to the prince of Co- 


bourg; and Valenciennes on the 2oth of the fame 
month, to the duke of York; not without fuſpicions 
of treachery in both caſes. - _ | 
On the $th of Auguf}, the French were driven from 
the ſtrong pofition which they had taken behind the 
Scheldt, and which was known by the name of Czlar's 
| ; | camp; 
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camp; as the French did not make much reſiſtance on 

* occaſion, the loſs on both ſides was not confider- 
able, 1 | : | 

Encouraged by theſe ſucceſſes, a large detachment 

from the combined army, under the command of the 

duke of York *, proceeded without loſs of time to a 

; e SLY | vigorous 


1 2 e 


* The following, which is offered as an explanation 
of the views of the commanders of the combined army, 
we copy verbatim from © The Political State of Eu- 
rope,” as we cannot youch for its authenticity, . 

« After the ſurrender of Valenciennes, the Britiſh 
miniſtry ordered that part of the allied army, which 
was in the pay of Great Britain, to attack the weſt 

- fide of French Flanders; in order to take the towns 
of Berg, Dunkirk, Graveline, and Cailais, in the name 
'of the king of Great Britain, The conqueſts -which 
the Britiſh troops had hitherto contributed to atchieve 
had been taken in the name of the emperor, The 
Dutch troops were ordered to co-operate with the 
" Britiſh in the attack on French Flanders, This pro- 
je& of ſeparating the armies was ſtated in ſome of 
the foreign prints to have been highly diſapproved b 
the Auſtrian commanders; who ftrongly recommend- 
ed a continuation of military operations upon the pre- 
ſent plan, with the whole allied army. And more 
than one of the prints have gone ſo far as to give 
_ ſome particulars of this diviſion of opinion: they are 
ſtated to be as follows ; : | 
A ſhort time after the capture of Valenciennes, a 
council of war was held upon the future operations of 
the war; and more particularly on the project propo- 
fed by the Britiſh cabinet of ſeparating the armies. 
The Auſtrian commanders offered two plans againſt 

it, VIZ. . 9 e 

The firſt was, to penetrate to Paris by the affiſtance 
of the rivers which fall into the Seine. Theſe rivers, 
they ſaid, would fave an immenſe fatigue and expence 
of land- carriage for their heavy artillery, baggage, and 
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vigorous attack upon the port and town of Dunkirk, 
On the 22d of Auguſt the duke of York marched from 


Furnes 


— 


» 


ſores. They would have but twenty miles of land- 
carriage in conducting their ſtores from the Scheldt 
to the Oiſe, The objection to it was, that this plan 
ſuppoſed a ſecond campaign: and for its proſecution 
a number of floats muſt be provided; and therefore 
it was rejected. The convulſed ſtate of Europe, the 
indiſpoſition of every thinking man (out of the privi- 
ledged orders) to the principle of the war, and the 
alarming conſequences to every government in Eu- 
rope, with which a dilatory and expenſive war, for 
ſuch an object, is pregnant, made it expedient rather 
to adopt any other courſe that gave the proſpect of 
terminating the ſtruggle in one year. 


% 


« However, notwithſtanding theſe objeQions, urged 
probably more from motives of deſign to miſlead and 
deceive, than from any impulſe of fincerity, it is 


ſhrewdly ſuſpected, that the dread of another campaign 
made no part of the true cauſe for rejecting the pro- 


poſal. 4 15 | 
The next plan was that of the prince of Cobourg 


and general Clairfait, and this had the concurrence of 
all the Auſtrian and Pruffian generals. It was, that 
they ſhould take inſtant advantage of the conſterna- 
tion into which the unexpected ſurrender of Valen- 
ciennes had thrown the people of France, and the diſ- 
order of all their armies by the denunciation of their 
generals ; that forty or fifty thouſand light troops 
ſhould inſtantly penetrate to Paris, while a debarkation 
ſhould be made on the coaſt of Britany, and force a 
junction there with the mal-contents. neral Clair- 
fait pledged himſelf on the ſucceſs of this project. 
Upon a moment's view of this plan, it will be per- 


- ceptible to every one, that the debarkation ſpoken of 


muſt have conſiſted of Britiſh troops from Britith 
veſſels. . The Britiſh miniſtry unqueſtionably-did nat 
approve of it ;—their plan was, to divide the armies— 

h 4 X ; 8 je '. 2 i > tan * 7 f f ta 
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Furnes to attack the French camp at Ghivelde, which 
was abandoned on his approach; and he was almoſt im- 
mediately enabled to take the ground which it was his 
intention to occupy during the fiege. On the 24th he 
attacked the out-poſts of the French, who with ſome 
loſs were driven into the town, In this action the fa- 
mous Auſtrian general Dalton and ſome other officers. 


of note were killed, The ſucceeding day the fiege 


might be ſaid regularly to commence, A conſiderable 
naval armament from Great Britain was to. have co- 
operated in the fiege, but by ſome neglect admiral 
Macbride was not able to fail ſo early as was expected. 
In the mean time the hoſtile army was extremely ha- 
raſſed by the gun-boats of the French; aſucceſsful ſortie 
was effected by the garriſon on the 6th of September; 
and the French collecting in ſuperior force, the ſie 

was raiſed on the 7th, after ſeveral ſevere actions, in 
which the allied forces ſuffered very conſiderably. Ge- 
neral Houchard was afterwards impeached by the con- 
vention for not having improved his ſueteſs to the beſt 
advantage, as it 1s afferted that he had it in his power 
to capture almoſt the whole of the duke of York's ar- 
my. The French, after this event, took a flrong poſi- 
tion in the neighbourhood of Maubeuge, where they 


were immediately blockaded by the whole united force 


of the allies collected under the prince of Cobourg. 
„ > | Upon 


# 
6 


to take as many of the frontier garriſons as poſſible— 


that thoſe on the coaſt ſhould be taken in the name, 
and retained by the arms, of his Britannic majeſty ; 
and that in this poſition they ſhould wait to take ad- 
vantage of the diſorders, which, in the courſe of the 
winter; were expected to ariſe .in a country ſo hem- 
med in from without, and ſo con vulſed within. 

This plan, therefore, as the general paymaſter, Bri- 
tain ſucceeded in impoſing on the allies. : 

In conſequence of this plan, the duke of York, 


with the Britiſh, the Hanoverians, the Dutch, ſome . 


Heſſians, and a body of the Auſtrians, ſeparated from 
the main army, and began their march for Dunkirk." 
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Upon the 15th and 16th of October, however, the 
prince was attacked by the troops of the republic un- 
der general Jqurdain, who ſucceeded Houchard, with 
ſuch vigour and effect, that he was compelled, after an 
immenſe loſs, to abandon. his poſition, and repaſs the 
Sambre. It was ſome time before the allied forces were 
able to ſtop the progreſs of the French, and their ge- 
nerals even trembled for the fate of Oſtend. A conſi- 
derable armament from England, however, being at 
that time preparing for the Weſt Indies, under Sir 
Charles Grey, their deſtination was altered; and by ar- 
riving at the fortunate moment at Oſtend, they pro- 
bably prevented the Low Countries from once more 
becoming ſubject to France. | 


The forces of the republic were till more eminently | 


ſucceſsſul in repelling the attempts of the rebels in the 
department of La Vendee. General Biron repulſed the 
army of the inſurgents from Lucon on the 28th of June. 
But with that inexplicable impetuoſity and -aſhnels 
which characteriſes all their proceedings, the general 
had ſcarcely announced his ſucceſs before he was ſul- 
pended from his command, and placed under arreſt. 
General Biron was fucceeded by general Beyſſer, and 
afterwards by Lechelle. It would be tedious to enter 
on a minute detail of this petty war ; let it ſuffice to 
ſay, that the unfortunate inſurgents made a moſt vigo- 


Tous reſiſtance to every effort of the convention till the 


middle of October 1793, when they were completely 
routed, After being driven from La Vendee, they di- 
vided into three bodies. The firft threw themſelves 
into the iſland of Noirmontier, where they remain in a 


ſtate of blockade. The ſecond probably diſperſed; and 


the third took the route of Anjou, Maine, and Britauy, 
where they ſtill carry on a deſultory warfare. 

The diſaffection of the ſouthern provinces which im- 
mediately followed the revolution, as it is called, of 
the 31ſt of May, was productive of perhaps more ſe- 
rious conlequences to the new government. It is weil 
Known that the deputies and people of theſe provinces 
. were among the foremoſt in the iniquitous tranſaction 
af dethroning their king on the execrable 10th of 1 
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guſt 1792. It is therefore ſomething extraordinary that 
the ſame men ſhould be among the firſt to rebel againſt 
the authority of the convention. The formidable union 
which took place under the name of federate republican- 
i/m, between the cities of Marſeilles, Lyons, and Tou- 
lon, in the courſe of the months of June and July, ſeem- 
ed to threaten almoſt the diſſolution of the exiſting au- 
thorities. A confiderable army was, however, diſ- 
patched againſt Lyons, and that city cloſely beſieged. 
The Marſeillois in the mean time opened their gates 
on the approach of the republican army, and ſubmitted; 
but the people of Toulon entered into a. negociation 
with the Engliſh admiral, lord Hood, who was then 
cruiſing in the Mediterranean, and he took poſſeſſion 
both of the town and of the ſhipping in the name of 
Louis XVII. and under the expreſs and poſitive ſtipu- 
lation, that he is to aſſiſt in reſtoring the conſtitution of 
1789. I 4 5 ; . 

On the 8th of October the city of Lyons ſurrendered 
to general Doppet. . The chiefs of the rebels had fled, 
but ſeveral of them were afterwards taken and execu- 
ted. By a ſubſequent decree of the convention, the 
walls and public buildings of Lyons were ordered to 
be deftroyed, and the name of the city itſelf to be' 
changed to that of Ville Aﬀranchie : 

We have been led alittle to tranſgreſs the chrono- 
logical order of our narrative, to exhibit a connected 
detail of the external wars and the internal diſturban- 
ces of this unhappy country. We ſhould otherwiſe have 
remarked, that the incendiary Marat did not long ſur- 
vive to enjoy his triumph in the convention. On the 
13th of July he was aſſaſſinated in his own houſe, by 
the hand of an enthuſiaſtic female of the name of Char- 
lotte Corde, a native of Caen, and who appeared to 
have ſome connection with the deputies of the Gironde 
party. Me . | | 

The remains of this notorious: anarchiſt were inter- 
red with great funeral pomp, attended by a part of the 
national convention, and a vaſt multitude of citizens. 
As he is gone to be tried before an omnipotent tribu- 
nal, we muſt let his guilt paſs with him to the * | 
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of the grave. That Marat was an enthuſiaſt, is beyond 


diſpute; and whether he was any other than a perni- 


cious madman, ſtill appears a matter of doubt; he muſt 
at leaſt have been impelled by ſome other motive than 
avarice, ſince he is faid to have died poor. This, it is 
true, affords no apology for the atrocities which he 
provoked or committed ; there are but few, therefore, 


who will probably lament his death, except thoſe who 


inſtigated, or at leaft profited by his crimes. 
The death of this execrable incendiary did not re- 


ſtore the convention and the mob of Paris to reaſon 


and humanity. On the night of the firſt of Auguſt, the 
unfortunate queen was forcibly ſeparated from her fa- 


mily, conveyed from the Temple to the Conciergerie, 


one of the priſons deſtined for common malefactors ; 
where her treatment was ſuch as would diſgrace a ci- 
vilized people. She was confined in a narrow room, or 
rather vault, of eight feet ſquare, and the couch on whieh 
degraded royalty was deſtined to repoſe was a hard bed 
of ſtraw. The graces had all deſerted her countenance, 
and the marks of premature old age. ſeemed to pro- 


claim that repeated ſorrows would ſoon have termina- 


ted a life, which was unneceſſarily devoted to the hand 


of the executioner, ER es ; 
Ik any act of phrenſy could exceed the ill treatment 


of the queen (who, though her ſufferings may have ex- 


plated her crimes, certainly cannot be conſidered as 


the friend of France), it is the ſhocking ingratitude and 
cruelty which the ruling party immediately afterwards 
exerciſed to one of the moſt meritorious generals that 


ever the French republic could boaſt. The unfortunate 


Cuftine, after being committed a priſoner to the Ab- 


bey, was accuſed before the revolutionary tribunal of - 
having maintained an improper correſpondence with 
the Pruſſians while he- commanded on the Rhine, and 


of having neglected various opportunities of throwing 
reinforcements into Valenciennes. We have already re- 


marked that the French have no diſtin& notions of the 
adminiftration of juſtice ; they have no idea of the na- 


ture of evidence, To be ſuſpected, is to be condemned. 


T be unfortunate general, in the criſis of his adverſity, 


lamented 


— 
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lamented that he appeared forſaken by every friend ; 
and the remorſeleſs populace of Paris, accuſtomed to 
ſights of horror, beheld the murder of their former de- 
fender with calm indifference, or with blind exulta- 
tion, . ä 4 ; 

The trial and condemnation of the queen immediate. 
ly followed that of general Cuſtine. The act of accuſa. 
tion conſiſted of ſeveral charges, the ſubſtance of which 
was That ſhe had contributed to the derangements of 
the national finances, by remitting from time to time 
conſiderable ſums to her brother, the emperor Joſeph 
— That fince the revolution ſhe had continued to hold 
a criminal correſpondence with foreign powers—That 


in every inſtance ſhe had directed her views to a coun- 


ter-revolution, particularly in exciting the body-guards 


and others of the military at Verſailles on the iſt of Oc-. 


tober 17989—That in concert with Louis Capet ſhe had 
diſtributed counter-revolutionary papers and writings ; 
and even, to favour their purpoſes, ſome in which ſhe 
was perſonally defamed—That in the beginning of Oc- 
tober 1789, by the agency of certain monopoliſts, ſhe 
had created an artificial famine—That ſhe was a princi- 

al agent and promoter of the flight of the royal fami- 
y in June 1791—That ſhe inſtituted private councils 
in the palace, at which the maſſacres, as they were term- 
ed, in the Champ de Mars, at Nancy, &c. were plan- 
ned—That in conſequence of theſe councils ſhe had 
perſuaded her huſband to interpoſe his veto againſt the 
decrees concerning the emigrants and the refractory 


prieſts That ſhe influenced him to form a body-guard 


compoſed of diſaffected "perſons, and induced him to 
give og bo gence to the refractory prieſts, 

One of the | 
junction with a ſcandalous faction (that of the Gironde 


we conceive) ſhe induced the king and the aſſembly to 


declare war againſt Auſtria, contrary to every principle 


of ſound policy, and the public welfare, 

The act proceeds to ſtate, That ſhe communicated to 
the enemy plans of the campaign, and other intelli- 
gence—That the affair of the 16th of Auguſt was the 
conſequence of a horrible conſpiracy againſt the nation 


e moſt ſingular charges was, that in con- 
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- formed by her intrigues; and that, to promote her 

views, ſhe kept the Swiſs guards in a ftate of intoxica- 

tion—That on that day ſhe preſented the king with a 
piſtol, ſaying, © This is the moment to ſhew yourſelf ;” 

and on his refuſing, called him coward—That ſhe was 


. alſo a principal agent in the internal war. with which 


France has been diſtreſſed. | 


The laſt charge was the moſt infamous and incredible, 
viz. That, like Agrippina, ſhe had held an inceſtuous 


commerce with her own ſon; | | 1 
On the trial a number of witneſſes were examined; 


but we muſt obſerve, that few of the charges appeared 


to be ſubſtantiated. A maid-ſervant gave in evidence a 
converſation which ſhe had formerly held with the duke 
of Coigny, in which he complained of the immenſe 
ſums privately remitted by the queen to her brother 
during his war with the Turks ; and ſome papers were 


referred to, from which it appeared that the queen had 


drawn for money on the treaſury ſince the revolution. 


The charge concerning her favouring the anti-patrio- 
tic ſentiments of the body-guards at Verſailles on the 


Iſt of October, was better ſupported, and we think, on 
the whole, was proved; as well as her activity in 
promoting the flight of the royal family to Varennes. 
The reft of the evidence on the latter ſubjea concur- 
red with the ſtatement which is contained in our firſt 
r Mes | 
It appeared alſo that ſhe had frequently been con- 
ſulted by the King upon political ſubjects ; that ſhe had 
recommended ſome perſons to brevets in the gardes- 
du-corps. That ſhe treated her ſon with regal reſpect. 
was alſo proved. But the horrid charge of inceft was 
made upon the authority merely of ſome indiſt inct com- 
munications from the boy Capet to the mayor of Pa- 
ris, ; 
The unfortunate victim was prejudged ; and had the 
evidence been even more frivolous, it is probable ſhe 
could not have eſcaped: after an hour's conſultation, 
therefore, the jury brought in their verdict “! Guilty 
of all the charges. * 10 oh 
Ide queen heard the fanguinary ſentence with dig- 


nity 
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nity and refignation ; perhaps indeed it might be con- 


ſidered by her leſs as a puniſhment than as a releaſe. 
On the 16th of October, at about eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, {he was conducted in a coach from the pri- 
ſon of the Conciergerie, to a ſcaffold prepared in the 
Place de la Revolution, where her unfortunate huſband 
had previouſly ſuffered. Her behaviour at that awful 
moment was decent and compoſed. The miniſter of 
St Landrey was appointed to diſcharge the office of a 
confeſſor; and whatever might have been the foibles 
which diſgraced her early years, we have reaſon, on 
good authority, to believe that ſhe died a real penitent; 
and, like her huſband, found in the truths of religion a 
ſource of conſolation of which the malice of her ene- 
mies was unable to deprive her, and which they them- 
ſelves will probably want. . 2958 
Amidſt theſe ſerious and dreadful events, it is ſome- 
thing curious to obſerve the national convention amu- 
ling themſelves with the formation of a new 228 
The year is, according to this, divided into twelve 
months of thirty days each, with five intercalary days, 
which are dedicated to a national feſtivity, and called 
on that account an- culottidet. Each month is divided 
into decades, and the day of reſt is appointed for every 
tenth day, inſtead of the ſeventh. HE 
About the {ame period a decree was paſſed, ordering 
all foreigners born in thoſe countries with which the re- 
public was at war, under arreſt, and their property to 
be in the cuſtody of the public accountants till the end 
of the war. DE te 2 | | 
Me cloſe our narrative with an article of intelligence 
which was only received as theſe papers were going to the 
pteſs. On the zoth of October, twenty-two of the depu- 
ties of the Gironde party, who had been for ſome time in 
a ſtate of arreſt, were condemned and executed, on the 
{ſentence of the revolutionary tribunal, for treaſonous 
practices againſt the unity and indiviſibility of the French 


re public. The names of the deputies who ſuffered on 


this occaſion, were Briſſot, Verguiaud, Genſonne, Du- 
prat, Valaze, Lehardi, Mos, Boyer, Fonfrede, Boi- 
leau, Gardien, Duchate 


> Sillery, Fauchet, Duperret, 


243 HISTORY OF THE 


Laſource, Carra, Beauvau, Mainville, Antiboule, Vi- 


gee, and Lacaze. | 


The reader will recognize among theſe names, ſeve- 


ral of thoſe who were moſt actiye in dethroning the king, 
and eſtabliſhing a republic. Valaze, who had prepa- 
red the charges againſt the king, ſtabbed himſelf as 


ſoon as the ſentenee was pronounced. Fauchet was one 
of the conftitutional biſhops; and Laſource a Proteſtant 
clergyman. As the particulars of their trials have not 


yet reached this country, it is impoſſible to pronounce 
upon the juſtice of their ſentence, or to enter into any 
particulars concerning the melancholy ſubject. | 

In reviewing the progreſs of the French revolution, 
and the conduct of the principal actors in thoſe extra- 
ordinary ſcenes, a variety of reflections occur, and in 


2 a few of them we may perhaps be permitted 
ge. | ; 


to indu ; | 1 | 
It has been generally remarked, that no. revolution 
which had liberty for its foundation or- its pretext was 
ever diſgraced by ſo wanton effuſion of blood, by fo 
many — executions, ſuch inhuman maſſacres, 
ſo much rancour and perſecution of every kind. To 
underſtand the nature and cauſes of theſe melancholy 
events, ſeveral conſiderations will demand our 
tion. | 4 F £34 & 
I. It is neceſſary to abſerve, that the revolution in 
France was at the firſt too ſuddenly effected. The 
change in the circumſtances, habits, and opinions of 
the people, was too violent, and they were too little pre- 
pared for the enjoyment of liberty. Had the court 
anticipated the aſſembling of the ſtates-general by ſome 
ſalutary and uſeful reforms in favour of the people, 
they would not only have ſerved to ſtrengtben the 
eonnection between the king and his ſubjects, and more 
firmly to attach the latter, but ſuch a conduct would 
have been a proper initiatory proceſs, and would have 


* 


prepared all ranks of people to act as rational agents in 


the cauſe of freedom. Had the king, by his own au- 
thority, aboliſned the odinus tyranuy of lettres de 


cachet, the puniſhment of "Wig rack, and every 1 


atten- 
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of judicial cruelty, it would not only have endeared 
bim to his ſubjeAs, but would have humaniſed them. 
Could he have ordered a reviſal of the judicial ſyſtem, 
and, in particular, could he have eſtabliſhed the trial 


by jury, it would have inured them to the practice of 


equity, and to the calm inveſtigation of truth. If he 
kad done in addition, what there is reaſon to believe he 
was not averſe to, that is, if he had indulged the natu- 
ral clemency of his temper in permitting a free tolera- 
tion to religious opinions, he would have attached the 
Proteſtants, and would have greatly leſſened the acute- 
neſs of party animoſity—and if he had favoured, to a 
certain degree, the liberty of the preſs, the free diſcuſ- 
ſion of controverted points might have been adyanta- 
geous to the cauſe of truth and moderation; while, on 
che contrary, the people, having been wholly unac- 


cuſtomed to the liberty of the preſs, were not on their 


guard againſt its licentiouſneſs, and were conſtantly 
impoſed upon, and the dupes of the infamous joutr- 
naliſts and their employers. | 


When the ſtates-general aſſembled, the court-party. 
appeared to have no ſyſtem, no ſettled plan of proceed- 

ing. They were undetermined what to retain or what 
to relinquiſh ; whereas the plan of government ought 
to have been previouſly ſettled ; every thing to be pio- 
poled to the ſtates ought to have been well digeſted; 
and -proper agents choſen to introduce each particular. 


meaſure to the national aſſembly. On the contrary, 


nothing could be more abſurd than the attempt, after 
the deputies of the nation were aſſembled in one com- 
mon hall, and even while the metiopolis was in a fer- 
ment, to reſtore or preſerve the ancient regimen. With 
this unfortunate outſet the whole conduct of the king 
and of the court corre ſponded. The feaſt ot the mili- 
tary at Verſailles; the flight of the King; the obſtinate 
exerciſe of his veto; all ſerved to caſt a ſuſpicion on 
the deſigns of the court. 1 


II. Long previous to the revolution, the rn | 
unprincipied 


were the moſt profligate, corrupt, an 
people in Europe. All of the bigher orders were diſſi- 
pated 3 they were conſequently all venal. The lower 
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claſſes were hardened by ignorance, e pins by 
whi 


the frequent horrid executions of ch they were 
witneſſes, and by other ſeverities. The venality and 


corruption of ſome, who from time to time affected to 


be the friends of the people, drew down a ſuſpicion 
upon all of the higher orders * and the ferocity of the 


multitude, and their ignorance, and conſequent want 


of principle, ptunged them into the moſt fatal and ſan- 


inary exceſſes, 


III. Connected with this circumſtance, we have to de- 


plore the irreligious prineiples which had unhappily made 
ſo fatal a progreſs in France. There is nothing but re- 
ligion that can impart a uniformity to the moral cha- 
racter. Where expediency is the only rule of cenduct, 
the human mind will naturally indulge in too great a 
latitude on ſome occaſions, eſpecially where the paſ- 
fions are ſtrongly intereſted. This perhaps, indeed, is 
the diſtinguiſhing circumſtance which marks the two 
revolutions of America and of France. The Amert- 
cans were poſſeſſed of a ſtrong ſenſe of religion; and 
conſequently, .tHough the inſtances of treachery which 
occurred among themſelves were ſearcely leſs nume- 

rous in proportion than thoſe which happened among 

the French, the victims of popular fury were much 

ſewer. They were under a neceflity of defending them- 


felves; but, independent of this cireumſtance, they 


could not forget that their religion taught them © to 


love their enemies: but the majority of the French 


tration were either uninſtructed in the truths of this 
religion, or had tejected its ſalutary reſtraints t. 


e 


p 


* Petion, Dumourier, and moſt of the party of the 
Gironde, are ſtrongly ſuſpected of having greatly en- 
riched themſelves by the. moſt palpable peculation. 


I After all, if we would trace calamity to its ſource, 
| pop bg forees to confels that the flimſy- writings of 
that wretched caviller Voltaire have unDoxe FRANCE.. 


C 


We earneſtly hope the example will operate as a eau- 
tion to all other goyernments, and teach them to be- 
5 : F340 a h | A ; 5 SES "ware 


IV. 
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IV. It has been already intimated, that the league 
of. Pilnitz, and the infamous conduct of the combined 
powers towards the republic of Poland, excited at onee 
the apprehenſions and the reſentment of the French. 
It was no difficult matter to perſuade the multitude 
that the court was immediately connected with the in- 
vaders; and this _ was unfortunatdly counte- 
nanced by the publications of the combined powers, 
and particularly by the imprudent manifeſto of the 
duke of Brunſwick. The repeated diſmiſſion of the 
popular miniſters, and the obſtinacy of the king in 
other inftances, confirmed the ſufpicion, Hence, and 
hence only, the republican faction were enabled to ac- 
quire ſo much credit with the people in the months of 
June, July, and Auguſt 1992. e avowed hoſtility 
of this faction might have driven the court in its turn 
into hoſtile meaſures, without imputing actual treache- 
ry to Louis, For we muſt obſerve, that this is a mat- 
ter ſtill involved in impenetrable obſcurity ; and it 1s 
impoſſible to determine, from the ſtate of the evi- 
dence, either the nature or the extent of the king's 
connections with the counter- revolutioniſts. Thus far 
| ETD 3 
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ware of permitting with impunity impious and li- 
centious publications.. They may rely upon it, there. 
are no libels ſo dangerous to a ftate as thoſe againſt. 
God. We venerate, and ever ſhall yenerate, the cauſe. 
of religious toleration. Kvery ſect which acknowledges 
a future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments is innoxious, 
if not reſpectable. But if this great foundation of mo- 
rality removed, e can 8 -_ the 
principle or. integrity of a people, Let the Ho . 
and the Priefileys freely indulge themſelves * ⁊[ % 
conteſts concerning the diſputed points of theology: 

but let every impious ſcoffer, who prefumes to aim 
his deſtructive ſhafts at any of the great doctrines of 
religion, be ſeverely pumſbed, and his writings ſtrictly 

prohibited, Till this is the cafe no government can be 
ſafe, nor will it be poſſible to maintain order, or even 

common honeſty, among men. ; | 


— 


* 
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is certain, that Paris was crowded with the ci-devant 


nobleſſe, and other diſaffected perſons, on the 1oth of 


Auguſt. The fatal rupture, and the dreadful carnage 


of that bloody day, let looſe at once all the demons of 
diſcord. Every bad paſſion was put in motion —re- 
venge, party- rage, the deſire of plunder, all that is de- 
praved and abominable in human nature, was predo- 
minant in the breaſts of different individuals, and pre- 
pPared the way for the ſtill deeper horrors of the 2d 
and 3d of September, and for all the calamities which 


have ſince happened to the nation. 


V. Another circumſtance which we muſt remark 
is, that the exceſſive population of France is 


mine from this circumſtance, it is impoſſible that there 


ſhould not exiſt in every conſiderable city immenſe 
multitudes of indigent and deſperate perſons, who are 


always ready to promote every ſpecies of miſchief and 
diſorder, and who, when once-excited, cannot eaſily be 


reduced to peace and ſubordination. This again con- 
ſt itutes another remarkable ſhade of difference between 


the American and the French revolutions. The A- 


merican-- armies were compoſed in general, of icttlgd - 

and induſtrious people, of farmers and mechanics, moſt 

of whom had families; they conſequently embraced - 
to return to their peaceable. em- 


the-firſt opportunit 
ployments and habitations, to fit every man under his 


own vine, and his own fig-tree; and they regarded the 


affairs of ſtate no farther than as they ſeryed to ſecure 


them in the peaceable poſſeſſion and enjoyment of their 


roperty. Every man at the concluſion of the war 
d ſomething to do; every. man. had buſineſs of his 


own to attract his attention. Not ſo the rabble of Paris, 
of Lyons, of Marſeilles many of them have no regu- 
lar employment, and the numbers of banditti, are in- 
_ creaſed by the total ſtagnation of the commerce and 
manufactures of France. They can acquire more by - 
plunder and confiſcation than by ſober induſtry; and 
\thus it becomes at once their intereſt to be turbulent, 


* 
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greatly 
calculated to perpetuate violence and anarchy in that 
country. Independent of the frequent alarms of fa- 


unruly,, 
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unruly, ſanguinary, and capricious. The diſorder and 
the violence are increaſed by the numbers; and the 
paſſions are inflamed in proportion to the multitudes 
which are collected together. 

It was in vain then that the party of the Gironde after 
the 10th of Auguſt affected a tone of moderation; it 
was in vain, when they had obtained their withes, that 
they exhorted the populace to return to order and 
obedience, They had excited the fatal concuſſion ; 
they had taught the multitude to know their own 
ſtrength ; they had diſturbed the general tranquillity, _ 
and abſurdly flattered themſelves that a ſpirit” of in- 
ſurrection would be as eaſily quelled as it was excited. 
Without wiſhing, therefore, to depreciate their flender 
claim to merit in attempting to fave the life of the 
king, we cannot but regard this party as the immediate 
authors of all the calamities which have befallen their 
eountry ſince the overthrow of the monarchical con- 
ſtitution. The maſſacre of the 1oth.of Auguſt was 
ſcarcely leſs atrocious than that of the 2d of Septem- 
ber; and when theſe men fell the victims of the very 
means which they had employed, and were murdered 
in their turn by the very mob which they had former- 
ly exeited, though our religion teaches us to pity even 
the guilty, and to lament the ſhedding of human blood 
upon any occaſion, yet it was impoſſible not to diſcern 
lomething of retributive juſtice in the dreadful event. 

The Gironde had moreoverſomething tocharge them. 
ſelves with for wantonly engaging their country in one 
vain and fruitleſs war after another: and, on the whole, 
we think they have been a pernicious faction. They 
were, perhaps, leſs ſanguinary and cruel than their fe- 
rocious ſucceſſors, but in point of real principle we fee 
little. room for preference. . HED. 

VI. A moſt fatal means of promoting bad diſpoſt. 
tions among the people has been, the popular ſocieties 
inſtituted throughout the kingdom, for debating upon 
political ſubjects, and the Jacobins in particular. In 
the firſt dawn of French liberty ſuch inſtitutions might 
have their uſe; but they ſhould even then have been 
reltrained within moderate bounds, and as ſoon as mw 
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- fible diſſolved. Theſe have afforded a conſtant aſylum 
to the profligate ; and in theſe every abſurdity, every 
meaſure of ſedition, and of cruelty in the national 
- councils, have originated. But after the facts which 
are ſtated in the preceding pages, it is unneceſſary to 
enlarge upon this topic. Fora R AR 
Such appear to have been the principal cauſes which 
have operated to give to the French revolution that 
ſanguinary and horrid character by which it has been 
too fatally diſtinguiſned; and which, as far as the cir. 
cumſtances may apply to other nations, may ſerve as 
a warning againft haſty revolutions, and as a guide in 
the conducting of ſuch plans of reformation as political 
exigencies may ſeem to warrant or require. 

To ſpeculate, on the future fate of France would be 
a hazardous undertaking, even for the moſt fertile 
imagination, or the moſt acute diſcernment. Notwith- 
ſtanding the difficulty and the danger, however, a few 
conjectures we will venture to ſubmit to our readers, 
rather with a view to entertainment than uſe. | 
We look not for the ſubjugation of France by the 
preſent combination, ſince it has been the uniform al- 
fertion of thoſe who are beſt acquainted; with the re- 
ſources and the temper of the nation, that, whatever 
the force of the external attack, ſhe is invincible; and 
this ſentiment derives ſome confirmation from the ex- 
perience of two compaignss. 1 
. On the reſtoration of peace, from whatever cauſe 
that may be effected, we look for a train of events 
very different from what the aſpect of affairs at pre ſent 
may ſeem to promiſe. The firſt circumſtance which, 
in that caſe, we will venture to predict, is, that the 
preſent leaders will not long be able to retain their 
power. Whatevertheir abilities (and we muſt confeſs that 
they have diſplayed ſome energy, if not ability) they 
have not character enough to ſupport their popularity 
long, even with a profligate and corrupted people. 
Tat the experiment of eſtabliſhing a republic will 
be continued for ſome time longer, we think is pro- 
bable; but it will never be more than an experiment; 
and before many years, the nation, wearied with fact 0 
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and with conteſt, will certainly have recourſe to ſume 


form of monarchy or ariſtocracy; and that period 
would be haſtened, were any one man particularlydiſtin- 
guiſhed by his talents above his competitors to ariſe. 
No ſuch has yet appeared; but it is amidſt the violence 
of political commotion that genius is called into ac- 
tion, and it would be contrary to all hiſtorical precedent 
if none was to preſent himſelf on this occaſion. | 

The preſent legiſlators of France, we cannot poſſt- 
bly doubt, have it ultimately in view to aboliſh Chri- 
ſtianity—In this they will be diſappointed. The people 
muſt have a religion; and as none ſo good as the Chri- 
ſtian can be offered them, ſome form of that religion 
will be the predominant faith of the French people. The 
moſt probable conjecture 1s, that the enthuſiaſtic pro- 
feilors of ſome of the leaſt moderate of the Proteſtant 


ſeas will infinuate themſelves among them, and effect 


a religious revolution not leſs ſtupenduous than that 


which they have experienced in their civil ſtate, This 


very circumſtance may haſten the- political criſis to 
which -we alluded in the preceding paragraph. 'The 
imprudent meaſures of the convention, in -unſettling 
the faith of the nation, in the fooliſh expectation. of 
eſtabliſhing atheiſm, has juſt prepared the public mind 
for ſuch a change; nor ſhall we be ſurpriſed to ſee, 
in the courſe of a few years, the diſciples of Whitfield, 
of Weſley, or perhaps of Swedenborg, uſurp that au- 
thority which is at preſent poſſeſſed by the atheiſtical 
chiefs of the convention. „„ 
With reſpect to the war in which this country is at 
preſent engaged with France —we are willing, in com- 
mon candour, to acquit the Britiſh miniſtry of the 
atrocious charge of having at all entered into the 
views of the combined powers in the abſurd project 
for a partition of France ; and we believe the aecuſa- 


tion to be a groſs and unfounded calumny. This will 


not, we confeſs, apologiſe for the want of prudence in 


our miniſtry in departing from that ſyſtem of ſtrict 


neutrality which was fo entirely eſſential to our pro- 
ſperity. From this conceſſion it will be evident, that 
we think our miniſtry was precipitate in haſtening a 
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rupture with France; and indeed we do not find the 
reaſons for thoſe meaſures which involved us in hoſtili- 


ties well founded. Two cauſes were aſſigned by the 
miniſter for breaking with the French nation; but 


theſe were ſurely quite inconſiſtent with each other. 
The firſt was the atrocity and villainy of their conduct; 
the ſecond, the fear that their example might be fol- 
lowed in this country. Surely we are correct in ſay- 
ing theſe two reaſons were ee inconſiſtent, The 
more atrocious the conduct of the French, the leſs the 
danger that any other nation ſhould copy their ex- 
ample ; and the truth is, that though every ſociety is 


liable to be infeſted with a few enthuſiaſts and viſiona- 
ries, the example of France has operated as a complete 


warning to Britain, and as a deciſive antidote to the 


extenſion of democratic principles, which had perhaps - 


been rather promoted by the ſucceſsful example of 
Aen. : 
If it were permitted to ſcrutiniſe into the ſecrets of 


cabinets, ne we might find that the motive of 


the Engliſh miniftry in provoking, and that of the 
French in declaring war, was on each fide a vain- glo- 


rious and abſurd hope of conqueſt. It is to be pre- 


ſumed, that both parties have learned a little wiſdom 
from recent experience; and we ſhould be happy to 
find that the reſult of that wiſdom ſhould be the re- 
eſtabliſhment of peace. It is an inſult upon common 
ſenſe, to ſay there is na perſon with whom we can 


treat. No matter through what medium tranquillity 


is reftored. Whoever is proclaimed by the public 


voice the agent of any people, with that perſon (what- 


ever his moral character) it muſt be lawful to tranſact 
all neceſſary buſineſs. 5 | | 
We canclude, therefore, in earneſtly recommending 


peace by whatever means it may be atchieved. Let 


us leave the French to anſwer for their own fins.— 
Whatever may be tbeir code of faith, it is ours to be- 
lieve in a providential ruler, the avenger of injuſtice 
and of cruelty. A particular ſociety does not trench 
on the divine prerogative, when it puniſhes individual 
crimes, committed in defiance of thoſe 5 it 
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has eſtabliſhed for the ſecurity of its own members; 


but when one nation marches in warlike array to pu- 
niſh the fins of another nation, the attempt ſavours too 
much of Quixotiſm, and the only conſequence is com- 
monly the ſacrifice of many innocent and meritorious 


lives. 


Admitting the truth of all that has been alledged of 
the depravity of the French (and certainly we cannot 


be accuſed of any diſpoſition to controvert it), ſtill the 
queſtion will not eaſily be anſwered, © What intereſt 
can Great Britain have in the conteſt ? what ultimate 


advantage are ve to derive from it?“ If the French are, 
as they are repreſented, © a worthleſs, depraved, and 
incorrigible people,” are the blood and treaſure of Bri- 


tain to be laviſhed, are her manufactures and commerce 
to be ſacrificed, for the purpoſe of framing a govern- 
ment for a people, who cannot upon theſe principles 


be worthy of the flighteſt exertion ? But, it will be 


ſaid, “the whole nation is not to be blamed for the 
crimes of a faction; the majority may probably with 
for a better arrangement.“ — Leave then the majority 
to reform their own government. But the emi- 
grants at leaſt are deſerving perſons, and ought to be 
reſtored to their rights and property. Beſtow upon 
the emigrants but one half of the waſte lands, which it 


is reported are ſhortly to be fold, and preſent them 
with but one half of one year's military expenditure, 


and you will do them a much more eſſential kindneſs 
than by inſtantly reſtoring them (were it even in your 
power) to their former fituation. v0 
It is the groſſeſt of abſurdities to ſuppoſe that French 
principles can ever make an extenſive progreſs in this 
country, unleſs indeed the public diſtreſs ſhould drive 
the people to deſperation. We repeat it, the French 
have acted in ſuch a manner, that the moſt deſpotic 
prince in Europe may ſlumber in ſecurity ; ſince there 
is ſcarcely a people that would not be diſpoſed to ſub- 
mit to the moſt oppreſſive mandates of authority, ra- 


ther than fraternize with them, or imitate their dread- 


ful example, In one word, it is not France for which 


to us, for that blood which is much too precious to be 


"oF 
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we plead we plead for ourſelves. We plead for the 


diſtreſſes of the poor, for the embarraſſments of the 
manufacturer, for the lives of thoſe who are moſt dear 


ſhed in this fruitleſs, this thankleſs quarrel. 


* * 
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An Authentic Copy of the Fxenca CONSTITUTION, as re- 
 wiſed and amended by the NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, and 
Päreſented to the KING onthe 3d of September 1191. 


T DE 
| PECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN, AND OF 
Tut CITIZENS. | 3 7 


1 Repreſentatives of the French people, formed 
into a National Aſſembly, confidering that igno- 
rance, forgetfulneſs, or contempt of the Rights of 
Men, are the ſole cauſes of public grievances, and of 
the corruption of government, have reſolved to exhi- 
bit, in a ſolemn Declaration, the natural, unalienable, 
and ſacred Rights of Man, in order that this Declara- 
tion, ever preſent to all the Members of the Secrar 
 Bopy, may inceſſantly remind them of their rights and 
of their duties; to the end that the acts of the legiſla- 
tive power, and thoſe of the executive power, being 
able to be every moment compared with the end of all 
political inſtitutions, may acquire the more reſpect ; 
in order alfo that the remonſtrances of the citizens, 
founded hedceforward on ſimple and inconteſtible prin- 
ciples, may ever tend to maintain/ the Conſtitution, 
and to promote the general good. | 
For this reaſon, the National Aſſembly recognizes, 
and declares in the preſence, and under the auſpices of 
the Supreme Being, the following Rights of Men and of 
Citizens: : . 338 
I ARTICLE: Fist. 
ALL men are born, and remain, free and equal in 
5 2 2 rights: 
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rights: ſocial diſtinctions cannot be founded but on 

common utility. | 5 . 

II. The end of all political aſſociations is the preſer- 

vation of the natural and impreſeriptible rights of man: 

theſe rights are liberty, property, ſecurity, and reſiſt- 
ance againſt opprefſion 5 
III. The principle of /overergnty reſides eſſentially 


1 


An the nation: 20 body of men, no individual, can exer- 


ciſe an authority that does not emanate expreſsly from 
e x 5 
IV. Liberty conſiſts in the power of doing every 


thing except that which is hurtful to another; hence, 


the exerciſe of the natural rights of every man has no 
other bounds than thoſe that are neceſſary to enſure to 
the other members of ſociety the enjoyment of the 
pom rights : thoſe bounds to be determined by the law 
ON 5. : 


V. The law has a right to forbid thoſe actions 


alone that are hurtful to ſociety, Whatever is 
not forbidden by the law cannot be hindered ; and 
no perſon can be conftrained to do that which the law 
ordaineth not. VVV 
VI. The law is the expreſſion of the general will: 
all the citizens have a right to eee e or 
by their repreſentatives, to the formation of the law: 
it ought to be the ſame for all, whether it protect or 
whether it puniſh. All citizens being equal in the 
eye of the law, are equally admiſſiblg to public ho- 
nours, places, and offices, according to their capacity, 


and without any other diſtinction but that of their 


virtue, or their talent. | | 
VII. No man can be accuſed, arreſted, or detained, 

except in caſes determined by the law, and b. 
to the forms which the law hath preſcribed. Thoſe 

who ſolicit, diſpatch, execute, or cauſe to be executed, 


arbitrary orders, ought to be puniſhed; but every ci- 
tien that is ſummoned, or ſeized, in virtue of the law, 


; 2 to obey inſtantly he becomes culpable by re- 
ſiſtance. WD | Fa | 
VIII. The law ought'to eſtabliſh ſuch puniſhments 
only as are ſtrictly and [evidently neceſſary ; and "a 
. 9 ne, 


— 
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perſon can be puniſhed, but in virtue of a law eftabliſh- 
ed and promulgated prior to the. offence, and legally 
CC)J)V%V%VV%%0%%000 ̃ © oe ag 
IX. Every man being preſumed innocent till ſuch 
time as he has been declared guilty, if it ſhall be deem- 
ed abſolutely neceſſary to arreſt a man, eve 
vigour employed, not neceſſary to ſecure his perſon 
ought to be ſeverely puniſhed by the lx. 
X. No perſon "ſhall be moleſted for his opinions, 
even ſuch as are religious, provided that the manifeſta- 
tion of thoſe opinions does not diflurb the public order 
_ eſtabliſhed by the law. . i 


XI. The free communication of thought, and of 


opinion, is one of the moſt precious rights of man.— 
Every citizen, therefore, may freely ſpeak, write, and 
publiſh his ſentiments ; ſubject, however, to anſwer 
for the abuſe of that liberty, in, caſes determined by 
thelew ĩð ß „ +2 
XII. The guarantee of the rights of men and citizens 
involves a neceſſity of public force. This force is then 
inſtituted for the advantage of all, and not for the par- 
ticular utility of thoſe to whom it is confided, _ 
XIII. For the maintenance of the public force, and 
for the expences of admmiſtration, a common contribu- 


tion is indiſpenſably neceſlary : this contribution ſhould. 
be 'equally divided amongſt all the citizens, in propor- 


tion to their abilities. 


XIV. Every citizen has à right, by himſelf, or bp 


his repreſentatives, to decide concerning the neceſſity 
of the public contribution; to conſent to it freely; to 
look after the employment. of it; to determine the 
quantity, the diftribution, the collection, and dura- 
tion. | „ ' C 
XV. Society has a right to demand from every pu- 
blic agent, an account of his adminiſt ration 
XVI. That ſociety eien of rights 
is not aſſured, nor the ſeparation of 'powers determi- 
ned, has ro conſtitutioõn. 1 . 
XVII. Property being a right inviolable and ſacred, 
no perſon can be deprived of it, except when the pu- 
blic neceſſity, legally aſcertained, ſhall evidently re- 


quire; 


MN 
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quire it, and on condition of a juſt and, previous indem- 
nification. | 


Tux NAT1ONAL ASSEMBLY, deſirous of eſtabliſhing | 


the French Conſtitution on the principles which it has 


juſt now recogniſed and declared, aboliſhes, irrevoca- | 


bly, thoſe inſtitutions which are injurious to liberty 
and equality of rights. 

There is no longer any nobility, nor 1 nor 
hereditary diſtinctions, nor difference of orders, nor feudal 
government, nor patrimonial Juriſdiction nor any of the 
titles, denominations, and prerogatives, which are derived 
from them; nor any of the orders of chivalry, carpora- 
tions, or decorations, for which proofs of nobility were 
required ; nor any kind of ſuperiority, but that of pu- 
_ blic fünckionaries 1 in the exerciſe of their functions. 

No public office is henceforth bereditary or purcbhaſeable. 

No part of the nation, nor any individual, can hence- 
forth poſſeſs any privilege or 2 e from the common 
rights of all Frenchmen. 

There are no more warden/hips or corporations | in 
profeſſions, arts, or trades. _ 

The law recogniſes no longer any religious vonne, 
nor any other engagement which would be contrary 
to natural rights, or to the Conſtitution, 


TITLE 1. 


FUNDAMENTAL REGULATIONS GUARANTEED BY "THE 
,,4  , CONSTITUTION. | - 
THE Canſtitution guarantees, as natural and civil 
rights, 


1. That all the citizens are am üble to laces and 


employments, withqut any other diſtinction than that 
of virtue and talents, 

2. That all taxes ſhall be equally divided amongſt 
all the citizens, in proportion to their abilities, 
3. That the ſame. crimes ſhall be ſubject to the ſame 
| puniſhments, without any diſtinction of. perſons. - 

The Conſtitution in like manner guarantees, as na- 
tural and civil rights, liberty to every man to go, ſtay, 
or depart, without being arreſted, or detained, except 


. Os to the forms determined by the Conſtitutien. 
| | Liberty 


0 


Liberty to every man to ſpeak, write, ptint, and pu- 
bliſh his thoughts, without the writings being ſubject- 
ed to cenſure or inſpection before their publication, 
and to exerciſe the religious worſhip to which he is 
attached. . pF 

Liberty to the citizens to. aſſemble peaceably, and 
without arms, in complying with the laws of police, 

Liberty to addreſs to the conſtituted authorities, pe- 
titions ſigned by individuals. | 

The Legiſlative Power. can make no law which 
would attack or impede the exerciſe of the natural and 
civil rights expreſſed in the preſent title, and guaran- 


teed by the Conſtitution ; but as liberty conſiſts only 


in the power of doing whatever neither injures. the 
rights of another, nor the public ſafety, the law may 
eſtabliſh penalties againſt acts, which, attacking either 


the rights of others, or the public ſafety, would be in- 


jurious to fociety. an | 

The Conftitution ede; the inviolability of 
property, or a juſt and previous te 4 for that of 
3 public neceſſity, legally proved, thall require 
the ſacrifice. 

Property, deſtined to the expence of worſhip, and 


to all ſervices of public utility, belongs to the nation, 


and ſhall at all times be at its diſpoſal. | | 
The Conftitution guarantees all the alienations which 
have been, or which ſhall be made according, to the 
forms eſtabliſhed by the law, | 


The citizens have a right to elect or chuſe the mi- 


niſters of their religions, | 

There ſhall be created and organiſed, a general 
eſtabliſhment of public aid for the education of deſerted 
children, to relieve the infirm poor, and to procure 
work for the healthy poor who have not been able to 
nd in ↄ . ð v G2, 

There ſhall be created and organiſed, a public infiruc- 
tion common to all citizens, gratuitous with regard to 
thoſe parts of tuit@®n indiſpenſable for all men, and of 
wi.ch the eftabliſhments ſhall be gradually diftributed, 
" « proportion combined with the diviſion of the king- 
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V. The civic oath is, 7 fear Fe faithful to the Na- 
tion, the Law, and the King; and to maintain, with al! 


* power, the — Y the kingdom decreed by the 
National. 
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There ſhall be eftabliſhed, national feſtivalt, to pre- 2 
-ferve the remembrance of the French Revolution, to 1 
keep up fraternal affection amongſt the citizens, and | 

. r to the conſtitution, te country, and the 8 
aws. 8 

There ſhall be drawn up, a code of civil laws, com- 10 

mon to all the kingdom, | 5 
Tiff LE IL. l he. 

OF THE DIVISION OF. - THE KINGDOM, AND THE. STATE ch 
90 Fr GITIZENS. eit 

_ THE Kincpom is be and indivifible ; its territo- qu 
ry is divided into eighty-three departments; every de- | 
| partment into diſtricts ; each diſtrict into cantons. fra 

II. Thoſe are French. Citizens, in! 

Who are born in France, of a French father; bir 

Who, having been born in France, of a foreign - ang 
father, have fixed their refidenee 1a the kingdom ; and 

Who, having been born in a foreign country, of a 
French father, have returned to ſettle in France, and tho 
have taken the civic oath ; in 

In fine, who having been born in a foreign country, cou 
being deſcended, in whatever degree, from a French _ 
man or French woman who had left their country from dar 
religious motives, come to reſide in France, and take 1 
the civic oath; - a rl 

III. Thoſe who, having been born out of the king- pre 
dom, of foreign parents, but reſide in France, become the 
French citizens, after five years of continued reſi- mar 
dence in the kingdom; if, beſides, they have acquired nity 
immoveble property, or married a French-woman, or Et 
formed an eſtabliſhment of agriculture or commerce, tain 
and if they have taken the civic oath. - _ Rate 
IV. The legiſlative power may, from- important "i 
conſiderations, naturaliſe a foreigner, upon no other bout 
condition than that of reſiding i in en and taking funẽ 
the civic oath. | rs 

laws 


——kñ .: — —¼0 
National Conflituent Aſſembly in the years 1789, 1790, 
„„ FF N 
VI. The quality of a French citizen is loft, 
_ it, By naturalization in a foreign country; | 
2d, By being condemned to-penalties which involve 
the civie degradation, provided the perſon condemned 
be not re-inſtated ; „ 33555 
3d, By a ſentence of contumacy, provided the ſen- 
tence be not annulled; -—- : 
4th, By an aſſociation with any * order of 
chivalry, or any foreign body, which ſhall ſuppoſe 
either proofs of nobility, or diſtinction of birth, or re- 
quire religious vows. _ . 19 
VII. The law regards marriage ſolely as a civil con- 
tract. The legiſlative power ſhall eſtabliſh for all the 
inhabitants, without diſlinQion, the mode by which 
births, marriages, and deaths, {ſhall be aſcertained, 
and ſhall appoint the public officers, who ſhall receive 
and preſerve the certificates of them. | 
VIII. French Citizens, conſidered with reſpect to 
_ thoſe local relations which ariſe out of their aſſociation 
in cities, and in certain diviſions af territory in the 
country, form the communities, 
The legiſlative power, may fix the extent and boun- 
dary of each community. Ss | | 
IX. The citizens who compoſe each community, have 
i ng of chuſing, for a time, according to the forms 
preſcribed by the law, thoſe among them, who, under 
the name of municipal officers are charged with the 
management of the particular affairs of the commu- 
n ow $4Þ 8 
To the municipal officers may be delegated cer- 
By functions relative to the general intereſt of the 
ate. | | 5 
EX. The rules which the municipal officers ſhall be 
bound to follow, in the exercii2 both of the municipal 
functions and of thoſe which ſhall- be delegated to 
1 for the general intereſt, ſhall be fixed by the 
VVVGÜVUꝛ ß 0 £41 . e 
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. By, 
TITEL 
or THE PUBLIC POWERS. 
I. THE ſovereignty is one, indivilible, inalienable, 


and impreſcriptible ; it belongs to the nation : no ſec- 
tion of the people, nor any mdividual, can aſſume to 


itſelf the exerciſe of it. 


II. The nation, from which alone Gow: all the powers, 


cannot exerciſe them but by delegation. 


The French Conſtitution is repreſentative ; the re- 


pre ſentatives are the legiſlative body, and the king. 

III. The legiſlative power is delegated to a Nation- 

al Aſſembly, compoſed of temporary repreſentatives 

freely choſen by the people, to be exereiſed by this 
Aſſembly, with the ſanction of the King, in manner 
afterwards determined, 

IV. The 
power is delegated to the King, to be exerciſed under 
his authority, by miniſters and other reſponſible agents, 
in manner afterwards determined, 

V. The judicial power is A to judges choſen 
| for | a time 8 the N 


FF 


CHAP. I, | 
OF THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 


* National Aſſembly, forming the legiſlative 
body, 1s permanent, and conſiſts of one dam 
ber only. 
II. It ſhall be formed by new elections every two years, 
Each period of two years ſhall form one legiſlature. 
III. The diſpoſitions of the preceding articles ſhall 
not take place with reſpect to the enſuing legiſlative 
body, whoſe powers ſhall ceaſe the laſt day of April 
1793 
IV. The rene wal of the legiſlative body ſhall be mat- 
ter of full right. 
3 V. The legiſlative , cannot be diſſolved by the 
ing, 


SECTION 


vernment is monarchical} the executive 
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Number of Repreſentative; —Baſes of Repreſentation, 
I. THE number of repreſentatives to the legiſlative 
body is ſeven hundred and forty-five, on account of 
the eighty-three departments of which the kingdom is 


compoſed, and independent of thoſe that may be 
anted to the colonies. | 


II. The repreſentatives ſhall be diftributed among 


the eighty-three departments, according to the three 
proportions of territory, of population, and of direct con- 
tribution. FRET 7 Wo þ 1 

III. Of the ſeven hundred and forty-five repreſenta- 
tives, two hundred and forty-ſeven are attached to the 
territory. 5 | 


Of theſe each department ſhall nominate three, 


except the department of Paris, which ſhall only nomi- 
nate one, | 5 8 | 

IV. Two hundred and forty-nine repreſentatives are 
attributed to the population. 

The total maſs of the active population of the king- 
dom is divided into two hundred and forty-nine parts, 
and each department nominates as many of the depu- 
ties as it contains parts of the population. | 

V. Two hundred and forty-nine repreſentatives are 
attached to the direct contribution. 

The ſum total of the direct contribution of the king- 
dom is likewiſe divided into two hundred and forty- 


nine parts; and each department nominates as many 


deputies as it pays parts of the contribution, 


« SeEcTI0N IL 
Primary Aſſemblies— Nomination of Eleftors, 

I. IN order to form a National Legiſlative Aſſembly, 
the Active Citizens ſhall meet Every two years, in 
Primary Aſſemblies, in the towns and cantons, | 

The Primary Aſſemblies ſhall form themſelves, of 
full right, the ſecond Sunday of March, if they have 
not been convoked ſooner by the public officers eſta- 
bliſhed by law. e 5 

II. To be an Active Citizen, it is neceſlary, Ne 

2 e 1 0 
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To be born, or to have become, a F renchman; 3 
To be twenty-five years of age complete; 
To have Lied in the city or canton . the 
time determined by the law; ä 

To pay, in any part of the kin dom, a direct contri- 
bution, at leaſt equal to the value of three days la. 
bour, and to produce the acquittance; 

Not to be in a menial capacity, namely, that of a 
ſervant receiving. wages; 


To be inſcribed in the municipality of the place of 


his reſidence, in the lift of the nation: guards ; 2 
To have taken the civic oath. _ 
III. Every fix years the. legiſlative beds ſhall bis the 


minimum and the maximum of the value of a day's la- 


bour, and the adminiſtrators of the departments ſhall 
determine the rate for every diſtrict. | 

IV. None ſhall exerciſe the rights of an active citi- 
zen in more than one place, nor employ another as 
his ſubſtitute. 


V. Thoſe ſhall be excluded from the rights of an ac- 


tive citizen, 8 

Who are in a ſtate of accuſation; 

Who, after having been conſtituted in a ſtate of 
failure, or inſolvability, proven. by authentic documents, 


ſhall not produce-a general dif- arge from their credi- 


tors. 
VI. The Primary Aſſemblies ſhall name electors in 


proportion to the number of active citizens reſiding in 


the town or canton. 
There ſhall be named one elector for an hundred ac- 


tive citizens preſent, or not, in the Aſſembly. 


There ſhall be named two for one hundred and 


fifty- one to two nes and fifty; and ſo on in this 
proportion. | | 

VII. No man can be named elector, if, along with 
the conditions: neceſſary in order to be an active citi- 
zen, he does not join the cee & In towns of 
more than fix thouſand inhabitants, that of being pro- 
prietor or liferenter of a property valued on the rolls 
of contribution, at a revenue equal: to the local value 


of two hundred days . ; or of renting a houſe, 
valued | 


— 
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valued on the ſame rolls at a revenue equal to the va- 
lue of-one hundred and fifty days labour. = 
Inn towns below fix thouſand inhabitants, that o 
being proprietor or liferenter of a property, valued 
on the rolls of contribution, at a revenue equal to the 
local value of one hundred and fifty days labour; or 
of renting a houſe, valued. on the ſame rolls, at a reve- 
nue equal to the value of one hundred days labour. 
And, in the Country, that of being proprietor. or 
liferenter of a property, valued on the rolls of contri-. 
bution, at a revenue equal to the local value of one 
hundred and fifty days labour; or of being a farmer of 
lands, valued on the fame rolls, at the value of four 
hundred * labour. , 1 PRs . 
With reſpect to thoſe who ſhall be at the ſame time 
proprietors or liferenters on one hand, and tackſmen 
or farmers on the other, their powers on theſe different 
accounts ſhall be added together to eftabliſh their eli- 
gibility. TE | 


s Section III. 
| Eleftoral Aſemblie.— Nomination of Repreſentatives. 


/ 


I. THE electors named in each department ſhall 
convene in order to chooſe that number of repreſenta- 
tives, whoſe nomination ſhall belong to their depart- ' 
ment, and a number of ſubſtitutes equal to the third 
of the repreſentatives. SES Ms | 3 

The Electoral Aſſemblies ſhall form themſelves, of 
full right, the laſt Sunday of March, if they have not 
vey convoked ſooner by the public officers appointed 

II. The repreſentatives and ſubſtitutes ſhall be cho- 
ſen by an abſolute majority of votes, and cannot be 
choſen but from amongſt the active citizens in the de- 
partment, „ | 

III. All the active citizens, whatever be their con- 
dition, profeſſion, or contribution, may be choſen re- 
preſentatives of the nation, 3 | 

IV. Thoſe, however, ſhall be obliged to decide be- 

Vol ih Az" _ tween 


— 


tween one or other ſituation—Miniſters, and other 
agents of the executive power, removeable at plea- 
ſure ; Commiſſioners of the national treaſury; Collec. 
tors and receivers of direct contributions; Superin- 
tendants of the collection or management of indirect 
contributions and national domains, and thoſe who, 
under any denomination whatever, are attached to 
the employs of the military or civil houſehold of the 


king. | 1 1 
| The adminiſtrators, ſub-adminiſtrators, municipal 
officers, and -commandants of the national guards, 
| ſhall alſo be obliged to make a choice, 
V. The exerciſe of judiciary functions ſhall be in- 
compatible with thoſe of a repreſentative of the nation, 
during all the continuance of the legiſlature. - 
The judges ſhall be replaced by their ſubſtitutes, 
and the king ſhall. provide, by briefs of commiſſion, ; 
for the replacing of his commiſſaries at the tribunals. 
VI. The members of the legiflative body may be re- 4 
C 
0 


elected to the next legiſlature; but not afterwards, till 
after an interval of one legiſlature. | 
VII. The repreſentatives named in the departments, 


ſhall not be repreſentatives of a particular department, 1 
but of the whole nation, and no mandate can be given A 
12 them. : © Za - f f 
| | 7; fi 
Sxcriox IV. bee = 

_ Seffion and Regulation of the Primary and Electoral th 

. ; LF A Aſemblies, | Io: Sp "IR to 

t { 


I. THE functions of the Primary and Electoral AF 
ſemblies are limited to the right of electing; and # 
ſoon as the elections are over, they ſhall ſeparate, and 
. ſhall not form themſelves anew, but when they hal 
be convoked ; if it be not in the caſe of Sec. II. Art 
I. and of SeQ, HE Art Labove. tt 
II. No aclive citizen can enter or vote in an afſembly, M 
if he 1s armed. | 5 ä 1 
III. Armed force cannot be introduced in the met 8 
ing, except at the expreſs deſire of the Aſſembly, 10 
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leſs in the caſe of actual violence, when the order of 
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_ the preſident ſhall be ſufficient to call in the aid of pu- 


blic force. | E 5 
IV. Every two years, there ſhall be drawn up in each 
diſt rict, liſts by cantons of the active citizens; and the 
lift. of each canton ſhall be publiſhed and poſted. up 
two months before the meeting of the Primary Aﬀem- 
bly. The proteſts of which ſhall be made either a- 
gainſt the right of citizens named in the liſt, or on the 
part of thoſe who ſhall affirm that they are unjuſtly 
omitted, ſhall be carried to the tribunals, to be there 
ſummarily decided upon. | + 
_ The lift ſhall ſerve to regulate the admiſſion of citi- 
Zens in the next Primary Aſſembly in every point that 
ſhall not have been aſcertained by a ſentence pronoun- 
ced before the fitting of the Aſſembly, = - 


V. The Electoral Aﬀemblies have the right of veri- 


fying the qualifications 'and powers of thoſe who ſhall 


preſent themſelves there; and their deciſions ſhall be 
+ proviſionally executed, with a reſerve fer the ſentence 


of the legiſlative body at the time of the verification 


of the powers of deputies, - ; 


VI. In no caſe, and under no pretext, mall the 


king, or any agents named by him, interfere in que- 


ſtions relative to the regularity of the convocations, the 
ſitting of aſſemblies, the form of elections, or the po- 


litical rights of citizens. Without prejudice, however, 


to the functions of the commiſſaries of the king, in 
the caſes determined by law, where queſtions relative 
to the political rights of citizens ought to be carried to 
the tribunals. | Ms 


SECTION V, 


Meeting of the Repreſentatives in the National Legiftatave 


| Agembly, 
I. THE repreſentatives ſhall aſſemble on the firſt 


Monday of May, in the place of the meeting of the laſt 


legiſlature.. | / 
II. They ſhall form en proviſionally, in- 
R a 2 . 
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to an Aſſembly, under the pręſidence of the eldeft, to 
verify the powers of the repreſentatives preſent. 
III. As Toon as theſe ſhall be verified, to the num- 
der of three hundred and ſeventy-three members, they 
ſhall conſlitute themſelves under the title of the National 
Legi/lative Aſſembly ; they ſhall name a preſident, vice- 
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preſident, and ſecretaries, and enter upon the exerciſe 


of their functions. 


IV. During the whole of the month of May, if the 


number of repreſentatives preſent fall ſhort of three 


hundred and ſeventy-three, the Aſſembly ſhall not per · 


form any legiſlative act. They may iſſue an arret, en- 
Joining the abſent members to attend to their functions 
within fifteen days at fartheſt, under a penalty of three 
thouſand livres, if they do not produce an excuſe which 
ſhall be deemed lawful by the legiſlative body. - 


V. On the laſt day of 5 whatever be the num- 
1 


ber of members preſent, they ſhall conſtitute themſelves 
a National Legiſlative Aſſembly, . 
VI. The repreſentatives ſhall pronounce in a body, 
in the name of the French poeple, the oath, 4 To live 
Free, or die.“ 3 { 41% 

They ſhall then individually take the oath, © To main- 
tain, with all their power, the 6onflitution of” the kingdom, 
decreed by the National ConftituentAfſembly during the years 
1789, 1790, and 17591 to propoſe or aſſent to nothing in 
* the courſe of the legiſlature, which may at all tend to in- 
Fringe it; and to be, in every reſpect, faithful to the Na- 
tion, the Law, and the King. 

VII. The repreſentatives of the nation are inviolable; 
they cannot be examined, accuſed, or judged at any 
time, with reſpect to what they have ſaid, written, or 
done, in the exerciſe of their functions of repreſenta- 
tives . 1 2 5 | 85 

VIII. They may for a crime be ſeized in the act, 
or in virtue of an order of arreſt; but notice ſhall be 
given of it, without delay, to the Legiſlative Body; 
and the proſecution ſhall not be continued, till after the 


Legiſlative Body ſhall have decided that there is ground 


for accuſation. f 


\ 
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or THE ROYALTY, THE REGENCY, AND THE 
LS MINISTERS. 

SxcTION I. I 


e the Royalty and the King. 
J. 12 Royalty is indiviſible, and delegated he g 


ditarily to the race on the throne, from male 


to male, by order of primogeniture, to the perpetual 
excluſion of women and their deſcendants. 

Nothing is prejudged reſpecting the effect of renun- 
ciations in the race on the throne. = 8 


II. The perſon of the king is ſacred and inviolable: 


nis only title is King of the French. 


III. There is no authority in France ſuperior to that 


of the law. The king reigns only by it; and it is only 


in the name of the law that he can require obedience. 
IV. The king, on his acceſſion to the throne, or at 
the period of his majority, ſhall take to the nation, in the 
preſence of the Legiflative Body, the oath, To be faith- 
ful to the Nation, and to the Law ; to employ all the power 
delegated xo him, to maintain the conflitution decreed by the 
National Conflituent Aſſembly in the years: 1789, 1790, 
and 1791; and to rauſe the laws to be executed,” 
If the legiſlative body ſhall not be aſſembled, the 
king ſhall cauſe a proclamation to be iſſued, in which 
ſhall be expreſſed this oath, and a promiſe to repeat it 
as ſoon as the legiſlative body ſhall aflemble. _ 
V. If, one month after an invitation by the legiſ- 
lative body, the king has not taken this oath, or if after 
taking it he ſhall retract, he ſhall be deemed to have ab- 


dicated the royalty. : | 


VI. If the king put himſelf at the head of an army 
g 


and direct the forces of it againſt the nation; or 


not ſe a formal act, any ſuch enterpriſe un- 
oppoſe, by a 1 * ce Cartal 
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dertaken in his name, he ſhall be deemed to have ab. 


dicated. 


-; - VII. I the king, having gone-out of the kingdom, | 


do not return on the invitation of the legiſlative body, 
and within the delay fixed by the proclamation, which 
Cannot be leſs than two months, he ſhall be deemed to 
have abdicatec. 1 . 
The delay ſnall commence from the day when the 
proclamation of the legiſlative body ſhall have been pu- 
bliſhed in the place of its ſitting; and the miniſters ſhall 


* 


be obliged, under their reſponſibility, to perform all 


the acts of the executive power, the exerciſe of which 
ſhall be ſuſpended in the hands of the abſent king. 
VIII. After abdication, expreſs or legal, the king 
ſhall be in the claſs of citizens, and may be accuſed 
and tried, like them, for acts poſterior to his abdica- 
tion. 33 * | s 
IX. The particular effects which the king poſſeſſes 
at his acceſſion to the throne, are irrevocably united to 
the domain of the Nation; he has the diſpoſition of 


_ thoſe which he acquires on his own private account; 


If he has not dipoſed of them, they are in like manner 
united at the end of the reign. ES 
X. The nation makes proviſion for the ſplendour 
of the throne by a civil liſt, of which the Legiflative 
Body ſhall fix the ſum at the commencement of each 
reign, for the whole duration of that reign. 75 
XI. The king ſhall appoint an adminiſtrator of the 
Civil lift, who ſhall inftitute all ſuits for the king, and 
againſt whom all actions for debts of the king ſhall be 
carried on, and judgments given and executed. Senten- 
ces of condemnation, obtained by the creditors of the 
civil lift, ſhall be executed againft the adminiſtrator per- 
ſonally, and his private fortune. ”, | 
XII. The king ſhall have, independent of the hono- 
_ rary guard which ſhall be furniſhed him by the citizens, 
national guards of the place of his refidence, a guard 
paid from the funds of the civil liſt. It ſhall not ex- 
_ one thouſand two hundred foot, and fix hundred 
rie. | 2 | f e 


. 


The. 
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ee e eee 
The degrees aud rules of advancement ſhall be the 
ſame in it as amon : the. troops of the line. Bat thoſe 
who compole the 's guards ſhall paſs through all 
the degrees exelubive y amongſt themſelves, and can- 
not obtain any in the army of the line. 
The king cannot chooſe his guards, but amongſt thoſe 
who are at preſent. in active ſervice in the troops 
of the line, or amongſt the citizens who have ſerved 
a ayearin the national guards, provided they are reft- 
dents in the Kingdom, and that they have previouſly 


- taken the civic oath, 


The king's guards cannot be GE or required 
for _ other public ſervice. | 


| SxcrzON n. 
Of the Regency. 


I, THE king is a minor till the age of ei een 
complete; and during his minority there ſhall be a 
regent of the kingdom. 

I. The regency belongs to the relation of the FOE 
who is the next in degree according to the- order of 
ſucceſſion to the throne, and who has attained the age 
of 8 provided he be a Frenchman reſident 
in the kingdom, and not preſumptive heir to any other 
crown, and have taken the civic oath. . 

Women are excluded from the regency. | 

III. If a minor king have no relations who unite the 
above qualities, the regent of the kingdom ſhall be 
elected as is directed in the following articles 

IV. The Legiſlative Body ſhall not eleQ the re- 

ent, 
: v. The electors of each diſtrict ſhall aſſemble 3 in the 
chief place of their diſtrict, after a proclamation, which 

| ſhall be iſſued in the firſt 'week of the new reign, by 
the legiſlative body, if convened ; and: if ſeparated, 
the miniſter of juſtice ſhall-be bound to make that pro- 
elamation in the ſame week. 

* The eleQors — name in n every diſtrict, by i is 
a dividual 


— N 


4 


4 AR KR N DI X. 


dividual ſcrutiny, and ablolute plurality of votes, a ci. : 


tizen eligible, and reſident in the diſtrict, to whom 


they ſhall give by the proces- verbal of the election, a 


56 . mandate, limited to the ſole function of ele ding 
the citizen whom he ſhall judge in his heart and con- 


. Jcience the moſt worthy of being regent of the king- 


dom, | 


VII. The citizens having theſe mandates, elected 
in the diſtri, ſhall be bound to aſſemble in the town 


where the legiſlative * body holds its feat, the for- 
tieth day at fartheſt, counting from that of the ad- 


vancement of the minor king to the throne ; and they 
ſhall form there the electoral aſſembly, who ſhall pro- 


ceed to the nomination of the regent, 

VIII. The election of the regent ſhall be made by 
individual ſcrutiny, and abſolute plurality of votes. 
IX. The Electoral Aſſembly cannot employ itſelf, but 

relative to this election, and ſhall ſeparate as ſoon as 
the election is 6niſhed. Every other act which it 


thall attempt, is declared unconſtitutional, and of no 


effect. : | 
X. The Electoral Aﬀembly thall make its preſident 


preſent the proces- verbal of the election to the Legiſla- 


tive Body, who, after having verified the regularity, of 
the election, ſhall make it public over all the king- 
dom by a proclamation. = | 
XI. The regent exerciſes, till the king's majority, 
all the functions of royalty, and is not perſonally re- 
{ponſible for the acts of his adminiſtration. 


XII. The regent cannot begin the exerciſe of his 


functions, till after taking to the nation, in the pre- 
ſence of the legiſlative body, an oath, To be faithful to 
the nation, the law, and the king ; and to employ all the 


power delegated to the king, and of which the exerciſe is 


confided to him during the minority of the king, to main- 
tain the canftitution decreed by the National Conſtituent Aſ- 


ſembly in the years 1789, 1790, and 1791, and te cauſe | 


the laws to be executed.” N 
i If the legiflative body is not aſſembled, the regent 
hall cauſe a proclamation to be iſſued, in which bl 


* 


co 


—— 


— 


APE N D * # FM 4387 


de expreſſed this oath, and a promiſe to repeat it as 
| ſoon-as the legiſlative body ſhall be met. 


XIII. As long as the regent is not entered on the 


_ exerciſe of his functions, the ſanction of the laws re- 
mains ſuſpended ; the minifters continue to perform, 


under their reſponſibility, all the acts of the executive 


Wer. | 8 EM 
XIV. As ſoon as the regent (hall take the oath, the 
legiſlative body ſhall fix his allowance, which ſhall not 
be altered during his regency. ; : 


XV. If, on account of the minority of the relation 


called to the regency, it has devolved to-a more di- 


ſtant relation, or been ſettled by election, the regent 


who ſhall have entered on the exerciſe of it ſhall con- 
tinue his functions till the majority of the king. 
XVI. The regency of the kingdom confers no right 
over the perſon*ef the minor king. . 
XVII. The care of the minor * ſhall be confided 
to his mother; and if he has no mother, or if ſhe be 
married again at the time of her ſon's acceſſion to the 


/ 


throne, or if ſhe marry again during the minority, 


hy care of him ſhall be delegated by the legiſlative 
| 0 . ? Fo » : 
Neither the regent, nor his deſcendants, nor a wo- 
man, can be choſen as guardian of the minor king, 
XVIII. In caſe of the king's infanity, notoriouſly 
admitted, legally proved, and declared by the legiſla- 
tive body after three ſucceſſive deliberations held 
monthly, there ſhall be a regency as long as ſuch inca- 
pacity continue. ü 


Sxcrion III. 


Ko Of the Royal Family. 


1. THE preſumptive heir ſhall bear the name of | 


go, with. 


Prince Royal, He cannot go out of the k 
the king's 


out a decree of the legiſlative body, an 
conſent, | 


If be is gone out of it, and if, being arrived at 
os eeighteen 
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4 


| — — „ 
eighteen years of age, he do not return to France, af. 


ter being required by s proclamation of' the legiſlative 
ve abdicated the right of ſucceſ- 
fion to the throne,  - | 


4 


II. If the preſumptive heir be a minor, the relation 
of full age, and next im order to the regency; is bound 
to reſide within the kingdom. In caſe of his going 
out of it, and not returning on the requiſition of the 
legiſlative body, he ſhall be held to have abdicated his 
right to the regency, 8 W 


III. The mother of the minor king, having the care 


of him, or the guardian elected, if they go out of the 
z n their hg ; 5 


the mother of the preſumptive heir; a minor, go 

out of the kingdom, ſhe cannot, even after her return, 

have the care of her minor fon, become king, but by 
a decree of the legiſlative body. | 5 

IV. A law ſhall be made to regulate the education 

of the minor king, and that of the minor heir preſump- 


tive. 1 


V. The members. of the royal family called to the 


Excepting the 


— 


other individual, and ſhall convey no privilege, nor 
j oo A OE a its 


_ eventual ſucceffion to the throne enjoy the rights of 


an active citizen, but are not. eligible to any places, 
exaploys, or functions, in the nomination of the 
people. ff. dy, 3 

| | places of miniſters, they are capable 
of offices and employs in the nomynation of the king ; 


however, they cannot be commanders in chief of any 


army or fleet, nor fulfil the functions of ambaſſadors, 


without the conſent of the legiſlative body, granted on 
the propoſition of the king. or YA 


VI. The members of the royal family, called to the | 
eventual ſucceſſion to the throne, ſhal add the deno- 
mination of French Prince to the name which ſhall have 


been given them in the- civil act, ſtating their birth; 


and this name can neither be patronymic, nor formed 


— * LY 


conſtitution, 05 . . : 
The denomination of Prince cannot be given to any 


of any of the qualifications aboliſhed by the preſent 


* 


\ 
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any exception, to the common rights of all French- 
men. 
VII. The acts by which ſhall be le egally tated the 
births, marriages, and deaths of the French princes, 
ſhall be preſented to the legiſlafive body, who ſhall 
command the depoſit of them in their archives. 
VIII. No real apanage (in land) ſhall be granted to 
| the members of the royal family. x 
The younger ſans of the king ſhall receive, at the 
age of twenty-five, or on their marriage, an annuity, 
the amount of which ſhall be fixed by the legiſlative 
body, and which ſhall terminate wank. the * 
: of cir male heirs. | 


' SnoTION IV. 


of Minjters. 


I. To the 1 alows belongs the choice and reVOCa- 
tion of miniſters. 

II. The members of the preſent chang afſembly, 
and ſucceeding legiſlatures, the members of the trjbu- 
nal of annulment, and thoſe who ſhall ſerve in the high 
jury, cannot be advanced to the miniſtry, nor receive any 
offices, gifts, penſions, ſalaries, or commiſſions from the 
executive power, or its agents, during the continuance 

of their functions, nor during two. Tons after having 
finiſhed the exerciſe of thßem. 

The 1ame {hall be the caſe with reſpe& to thoſe who 
ſhall be only inſcribed in the liſt of the high jury, 
during all the time that their inſcription ſhall conti- 
nue. 

III. No one can enter upon the exerciſe of any em- 
ploy, either in the bureaux of miniſters, or in thofe 
of the adminiſtrations of public power, without having 
taken the civic oath, and ban verified his having 
taken it. 

IV. No er of the King can be carat if it be 
not ſigned by him, and counterligned by the mini- 
ſter or comptroiler of the department. 

V. Th miniſters are n for all the asces 

k committed 
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ed by them againſt the national ſafety and the | 


conſtitution ; * 
For every attack on individual property and li- 


berty ; 

5 For eyery wafte of the möney allotted for the expen- 
ces of their department, 

VI. In no caſe can the written or verbal order of 2 


king ſhelter a miniſter from reſponſibility. 
VII. The minifters are bound to preſent ory your 
on, 


to the legiſlative body, at the opening of the | 
the ſtate ofthe expences of their department; to givean 
account of the employment of the ſums deſtined for 
that purpoſe ; and to mention the abuſes which may 
have crept- into the different parts of ah! govern- 


ment. 


VIII. No miniſter, in or out of Ales, can be crimi. 
nally proſecuted for any tranſaction of his adminiſtra- 
ata without a decree of the W bod. 


—— — 
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or TAE EXBRCISE or THE LEGISLATIVE POWER, - 


e * 28, 1 2 


Powers and Funttions of the-National Laxative | 
_. _'Aſfembly.' * 


I. "HE e delegates elan to the le- 


888 2 the powers nod functions fol- 
Og | Ng 


1. To. ropes aid ee laws: the king can 9 
e con- 


invite the  legillative body to take an POET 


ſideration. 
2. To fix the publie expences. | 


'M To eſtabliſh the n — deter- 


5 mine 
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mine their nature, quantity, duration, and mode of 
4. To divide the direct contribution amongſt the de- 
partments of the kingdom to ſuperintend the employ” 
of all the public revenue, and to demand an account of 
it... | 2 Sy 

F To decree the creation or ſuppreſſion of public 

Omces. | + | I 

6. To determine the quality, weight, impreſſion, 
and name of the'coin. | _ 3 

7. To permit or prohibit the introduction of foreign 
troops into the French ferritories, and of foreign naval 
forces into the ports of the kingdom, 33 

8. To fix annually, after the propoſition of the king, 
the number of men and ſhips of which the land and 

naval armies ſhall be compared. s the pay and number 
of individuals of each rank; the rules of admiſſion and 
promotion; the forms of inrolment and diſcharge; the 
Loreen. of naval equipments; the admiſſion of fo-. 
reign troops, or naval forces, into the ſervice of France; 
and the pay of troops, in caſe of their being diſband- 
ed. | . 8 25 5 6 | 
„ 3 the adminiſtrative government, and 
the alienation of the national domains. 

10. To proſecute before the high national court, the 
miniſters and principal agents of the executive power, 
in what relates to their 8 D 

To accuſe and proſecute before the ume court, thoſe 
who ſhall be charged with any attack or conſpiracy 
againſt the general ſafety of the ſtate, or againſt the 
conſtitution. | NN TS „ 

11. To eſtabliſh the laws, according to which marks 
of honour or decoration, purely perſonal, ſhall be 
nted to thoſe who have e, ſervices to the 

ate. | e | 0 
12. The legiſlative body have the right to deeret 
public honours to the memory of great men. N 


II. War cannot be determined on, but by a decree 
of the legiſlative body, paſſed on the formal and neceſ- 
ſary propoſition of the King, and ſanctioned by him. 

Vol. II. 8 5 In 


— 


— 


In the caſe of imminent or commenced hoſtilities: 
of an ally to be ſupported, or a right to be preſerved - 
ꝓy force of arms, the King ſhall notify the ſame with- 
ut delay to the legiſlative body, and ſhall declare the 
reaſons of It. 2 7 V 
If the legiſlative body be not fitting, the King ſhall 
aſſemble it immediateax. 

If the legiſlative body decide that war ought not to 
be made, the er ſhall immediately take meaſures to 
ſtop or prevent all hoflilities, the.miniſters being re- 
ſponſible for delayͤs. „ | | 

If the legiſlative body find that the hoſtilities com- 
menced are a palpable aggreſſion on the part of mi- 
niſters, or any other agent of the executive power, 
a author of the aggreſſion ſhall be proſecuted crimi- 
BE: 8 | 3 | 
1 the whole courſe of war, the legiſlative body = 
may require the King to negociate peace, and the King e 
is bound to yield to this requiſition. A 
On the immediate concluſion of war, the legiſla- 
tive body ſhall fix the time within which the troops 
levied above the peace-eſtabliſhment ſhall be diſchar- 

ed, and the army reduced to its ordinary ſtate, 

III. It belongs to the 1h, Jeers body to ratify trea- 
ties of peace, alliance and commerce ; and no treaty 
_ ſhall have effect but by this ratification. ; 
IV. The legiſlative body has the right of determi- 

ning the place of its fittings, of continuing them as 

long as it ſhall think neceſſary, and of adjourning ; at 
the commencement of each reign, if it be not fitting, 
it ſhall be bound to meet without delay, 

It has the right of police in the place of its fitting, 
and to ſuch extent around it as ſhall be determined: 

It has the right of diſcipline over its members; but 
it can pronounce no heavier puniſhment than cenſure, 
arreſt for eight days, or impriſonment for three. 

It has the right of diſpoſing, for its fafety, and the 
reſpe& that is due to it, of the forces which ſhall be 
placed, by its conſent, in the city where it ſhall hold 
its fittings. 4 £ „„ 

V. The executive power cannot march, or quarter 
— I 8 „ 


7 


rn. 


or ſtation m_ troops of the tine n thirty thouſand 
toiſes of the egiſlative body, except on 1 its SOIT, 
W Os, we Web ed 
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| Holding of the Sitting, and Form of Deliberating. 


7 THE deliberations of the legiſlative body ſhall be 
1 and the proceedings of its fittings ſhall be 
printe 

II. The legiſlative body may, however, on any a... 
eeaſion, form itſelf into a general committee. 5 

Fifty members ſhall have a right to demand this. 

During. the continuance of the general committee, 
the aſſiſtants ſhall retire, the chair of the preſident ſhall 
be vacant, and order ſhall be maintained by the vice- 
preſident, - 

III. No legiſlative act can be debated and decreed, 
except in the following form: 

The plan of a decree ſhall be od thrice, at 
three intervals, the ſhorteſt of which cannot be leſs 
than eight days. | 

V. The diſcuſſion ſhall be open after every reading; 
nevertheleſs, after the firſt or ſecond reading, the leg | 
lative body may 1 that there is reaſon for ad-. 
journment, or that there is no need for deliberation; 
in this laſt caſe, the plan of the decree may be intro- 
_ duced again in the ſame ſeſſion. 

Every plan of a decree ſhall be printed and diſtribu- 
1 before the ſecond reading of it can be commen- 
ce 
VI. After the third reading, the preſident ſhall be bound 
to propoſe it to deliberation ; and the legiflative body 
ſhall decide, whether they are qualified to paſs a defi- 
nitive decree, or would rather chuſe to poſtpone their 
deciſion, in order to gather more ample information on 
the ſubject. . 

VII. Tbe legiſlative body cannot deliberate, if 
the meeting{do not conſiſt at leaſt of two hundred 
members; and no decree ſhall be me; NY by the 


abſolute majority of yotes. 
vun. 75 


e 
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VIII. No plan of a law, which, after having been 
Jubmitted to diſcuſſion, {hall have been reje d after 

| — third reading, can again be introduced the ſame 
ion. 2 ; ” 
IX. The preamble of every definitive decree ſhall 
announce, firſt, the dates of thoſe ſittings at which the 
three readings of the plan of the decree were made; 
"ſecond, the decree by which it ſhall have been « "0 
cen, after the third reading, to decide definitively. 
X. The King ſhall refuſe his ſanction to the decrees 
"whoſe preamble ſhall not atteſt the obſervance of the 
above forms; if any of thoſe decrees be ſanctioned, 
the miniſters ſhall neither put to it the ſeal, not pro- 
| ' mulgate it, and their reſponſibility in this reſpect fhall 
continue ſix years. | 


XI. Excepting from theſe regulations, decrees re- 


cogniſed, and declared urgent by a previous delibera- 
tion of the legiſlative body; but they may be modified, 
or revoked, in the courſe of the ſame ſeſſion. \ 

The decree by which a matter ſhall have been de- 


* 


clared urgent, ſhall announce the reaſons of it; and 


1 ” 


there ſhall be mention made of this previous decree in 
the preamble of the definitive decree. | 25 

5 : Scrion III. 5 
e the Royal Santtion. ; 
I. THE decrees of the legiflative body are prefent- 
ed to the King, who may refuſe his aſſent to them. 

II. In the caſe of a refuſal of the royal aſſent, that 
refuſal is only /uſpenſive. . 

When the two following legiſlatures which ſhall fol- 
low that in which the decree was preſented, ſhall ſuc- 
ceflively repreſent the ſame decree in the ſame terms 
in which it was originally conceived, the King ſhall be 


deemed to have. given his ſanction. „„ 
III. The aſſent of the King is expreſſed to each de- 

.cree, by the following Formula, ſigned by the King: 

Tbe King conſents, and will. cauſe it to be executed, | 
The ſuſpenſive refuſal is thus expreſſed: The King 


IV. 


: will cramine. 
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IV. The King i is bound to expreſs his aſſent or re- 


fafal, to each decree, within two months after it ſhall 


have been preſented. 


V. No decree to which the King nas refuſed his af. 
_ Tent, can be e to him by the ſame legiſlature. 


VI. The deerees ſanctioned by the King, and thoſe 


which have been preſented to him. by three ſucceſſive 
legiſlatures, alone have the force of a law, and bear the 


name and title of Laws. 
VII. There ſhall be, er, executed as laws, 
without being ſubjecled to ſanction, thoſe acts of the 


8 5 illative body which relate to its conſtitution as a 


deliberating a embly; 3 
Its — 4 police, and that which it may exerciſe 


in the external ſpace, which it ſhall have determined; 
a The verification of the powers of the members pre- 
ent; . | 
The injunctions to abſent members 

The convocation of the primary aſſemblies i in caſe of 


dela | 
The axemiſe of ad luperintendance over 


the adminiſtrators and municipal officers; _ 
| Queſtions of eligibility, or the validity of elections. 


. Exempting likewiſe from ſanction, acts relative to 
the reſponſibility of miniſters, and all decrees import- a 


ing that there is ground of accuſation, 
VIII. The decrees of the legiſlative body, concern- 
ing the eſtabliſhment, prorogation, and collection of 


public contributions, ſhall bear the name and title of 


laws; they ſhall be promulgated and executed with- 
out being ſubject to ſanction, except with reſpect to 
thoſe dildo fitions which ſhould eſtab iſh other penalties 


than pecuniary fines and conſtraints, 
Theſe degrees cannot be paſſed but after the obſer- 


vation of the formalities preſcribed by the articles 4, 5, 
6; 7, 8, and q, of ſect. II. of the preſent chapter; and 
the legiſlative body ſhall not inſert in "Thea my e- >” 


itions ES to N object. | : 
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journment. 


4 — err rrrmmnmmmmmmmmmm_ 
SS...) vo Re 
Cennection of the Legiſlative Body with the King. 


I. WHEN the legiſlative body is definitively con- 
| Kituted, it ſhall ſend a deputation to inform the King. 


'Fhe King may every year open the ſeſſion, and pro- 


_ poſe the objects, which, during its continuance, he 
thinks ought to be taken into conſideration : this form, 
however, is not to be confidered as neceſſary to the ac- 
tivity of the legiſlative body. | Re 
II. When the legiſlative body wiſhes to adjourn 
longer than fifteen days, it is bound to inſorm the 
King by a deputation; at leaſt eight days previous. 
II. A week, at leaft, before the end of each, ſeſſion, 

the legiſlative body ſhall ſend a deputation to-the King, 


to announce to him the day on which it propoſes to 


terminate its fittings. The King may come, in order 


to clofe the ſeſſion. 


IV. If the King find it of importance to the welfare 
of the ſtate, that the ſeflion be continued, or that the 


adjournment be put off, or take place only for a ſhort- 


— 


. er time, he may ſend a meſſage to this effect, on which 
the legiflative body is bound to deliberate. | 


V. The King ſhall convoke the'legiflative-body, du 


ring the interval of its ſeſſion, at all times when the 
"Intereſt of the. ftate ſhall appear to him to require it, 
as well as in thoſe caſes which the legiflative body ſhall 


have foreſeen and determined, previous to their ad- 


VI. Whenever the Kin thall viſitthe place of meet- 


ing of the legiflative body, be fhall be received and 


conducted back by a deputation; he cannot be ac- 


companied into the inner part of the hall hy any except 
the prince royal and the miniſters. ; 
VII. The preſident can in no cafe form a part of a 


* 


deputation. 5 8 25 
VIII. The legiſlative body ſhall ceaſe to be a deli- 
berating body whilſt. the King ſhall. be preſent. 5 
IX. The acts of correſpondence of the 3 
7 a = o | © . 
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the legiſlative body, ſhall be al way eee by 4 
miniſter. 


X. The miniſters of the King ſhall have admiſſion - 
into the national le ative. aſſembly ; they ſhall have 
a place affigned-+0- ; they ſhal be heard always 
when they demand it on objects relative to their ab- 
miniſtration, or when they ſhall be required to = in- 


formation. The ſhall alſo be heard — 


to their adminiftration, when the national — 


ka grant them W 2 


CHAP, I. 


or + DRE EXERCISE or THE BXECUTIVE- 
POWER, 


4 


1 Tg g executive rover reſides 3 


| the exterior ſecurity 


in the hands of the 


The King is the ſupreme bende of the general admini- 
{tration of the kingdom : the care of watching over the 
maintenance of public order and tranquillity is entruſt. a 


| ed to him. 
The King is the ene head of the land and ſea-- 


forces. 


To the King is dele ted the care of watching over 
: of tho-eitgdom, and of maintain- 


its rights and poſſeſſions. 


I. The King names ambaſſadors, and the other An = 


Keg yes litical negociations. 


ows the command of ;armies and fleets, and - 


= ranks of marſhal of Erance and admiral. 
He names two thirds of the rear. admirals, one 


half of ehe lieutenant-generals, cawp-merſhals,.captains - 


of ſhips, and colonels of the national gendarmerie. 
He names a third of the colonels and lieutenant · co- 


— and a Harth of ae Gentrnanty of ag" i 


* 


. 


* 
i 


n Ar En . 


i whole in conformity to the laws with reſpect to pro- * 


motion. | 


He appoints, in the civil adminiſtration of the ma. 


rine, the directors, the comptrollers, the treaſurers of 


the arſenals, the maſters of the works, the under-ma- 
ſters of civil buildings, half of. the maſters of admini- 


ſtration, and of the under- maſters of conſtruction. 


| He appoints the commiſſaries of the tribunals, 
He appoints the chief ſuperintendants of the admi- 


niſtration of indirect contributions, and the adminiſtra- 
tion of national domains. . 

He ſuperintends the coinage of money, and appoints 
the officers entruſted with this ſuperintendance in the 


general commiſſion and the mints. 


The effigy of he King is firuck. on all the coinage. 


— 


of the kingdom. | 


III. The King orders letters-patent; brevets, and 
commiſſions; to be delivered to all the public offices 


that ought to receive them. ug, 
IV. The King orders a liſt of penſions and gratifica- 


tions to be made out, for the purpoſe of being preſent- 
ed to the nap pac body each ſeſſion, and decreed, if 


there is reaſon for it, 5 By $6 
| | SkcTION I. 


| Of the Promulgation of Laws, | : 


I. THE executive power is charged with ordering 


the ſeal of ſtate to be put to laws, and cauſing them to 
be promulgated. | _ 2 | 
It is equally charged with cauſing to be promulga- 


ted and executed, thoſe acts of the. legiſlative body 


which have no need of the ſanction of the King, 

II. Two copies of each law ſhall be made, both fign- 
ed by the King, counterſigned by the miniſter of ju- 
ſtice, and ſealed with the teal of ftate. The one ſhall. 
be depoſited in the archives of the ſeal, and the other 


ſhall be ſent to the archives of e body. 


III. The promulgation of laws be thus expreſſ- 


ed: 50 TEES 8 
„N. (the King's name) by the grace of God and 
the eonftitutional law of the ſtate, King of the French, 
to all preſent and to come, greeting. The National 
ö : 3 . 
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4 Aſtembly has decreed, and we will — as fol- 
los: 

(Here a literal copy of the decree ſhall be inſerted, 
without any variation). 

„ We command and  ordain to all adminiſtrative 
bodies and courts of juſliee, to cauſe theſe preſents to 
de tranſeribed on their 7 read and publiſhed, 

and poſted up in their departments and  reſpeQlive 
places of reſort, and executed as a law of the realm; in 
Witneſs of which, we have ſigned theſe preſents, to 
which we have cauſed the ſeal of the ſtate to be put. 
IV. If the King be a minor, laws, praclamations, 
and other acts proceeding from the royal authority du- 
ring the regency, ſnall be conceived; in theſe terms: 
N. (the name of the regent) regent of the king- 
dom, in the name of N. (the King's name) by the 
ace of God, and the conſtitutional law of the roy 
of the F french,” Kc. 
V. The executive power is bound to ſend the laws to 
the adminiſt rative bodies and courts of juſtice, to be 
certified that they are ſo ſent, and to anſwer ſor it to 
the legiſlative body. 

VI. The executive power cannot make eny law, 

not even proviſional, but merely /proclamatious, con- 

formable to the laws, to ordain or enioree the execu- 
tion. 


— 


SxcTron II. 


the Interior Adminiftration. | | 

IJ. THERE. is m each department a ſuperior admi- 
-niſtration, and in each diftrict E ſubordinate admini- 
ſtration. 

II. The adminifirators have no > charaQter of repre- | 
ſentation. _ 
They are agents, choſen for a time by the people, 
to exerciſe, under the ſuperintendance and the authori- 
ty of the King, the adminiſtrative functions. 7 

III. They can neither intermeddle in the exerciſe 
of the Jegiflative power, nor ſuſpend the execution of 
the laws, nor aſſume any authority over judicial pre- 


ceedings, nc nor over military * or operations. 
IV. 


- 
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Iv. The adminiſtrators are eſſentially charged with 


the re partition of the direct taxes, and with the ſuper- 
intendance of the funds arifing ſrom all the contribu- 
tions and public revenues in their territory. 

It belongs to the legiſlative power to determine the 
rules and mode of their functions, both with reſpec to 
the objects above mentioned, as well as with reſpect 
to all the other parts of the interior adminiſtration. 

V. The King has the right of annulling ſuch acts of 
| the adminiſtrators of department, as are contrary to 
the law, or the orders he has tranſmitted to them. 


He may, in caſe of obſtinate diſobedience, or of their 
endangering, by their acts the ſafety or peace of the 


public, ſuſpend them from their functions. 
The adminiſtrators of department have alſo the right 
of annulling the acts of the ſub-adminiftrators of di- 


ſtrict, contrary to the lass or to the arrets of admini- 
ſtrators of department, or to the orders which the lat- 


ter ſhall have given or tranſmitted, 

They may likewiſe, in caſe of an obſtinate diſobe- 
dience on the part of the ſub-adminiftfators, or if the 

latter endanger, by their acts, the public fafety or tran- 


Auilliey, faſpend-them- tom their functions, with the 


reſerve of informing the King, who may remove or 
confirm the ſuſpenſion, _ 
VII. The King, if the adminiſtrators of department 


ſhall not uſe the power which is delegated to them in 
the article above, may directly annul the acts of ſub- 


adminiftrators; and ſuſpend them in the fame caſes. 

VIII. Whenever the King ſhall pronounce or eon- 
firm the ſuſpenſion of. adminiſtrators, or ſub-adminiftra- 
tors, he ſhall inform the legiſlative 'body.. This body 
may either remove or confirm the ſuſpenſion, or even 
diſſolve the culpable adminiſtration; and, if there be 


ground, remit all the adminiſtrators, or ſome of them, 


to the criminal tribunals, or enforce 12 them * 
de e cree. of pore parton 4 
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| / External Conneftions, 2h 
I. THE King alone can keep up foreign political 
connections, conduct negociations, make .preparations 
of war proportioned to thoſe of the neighbouring 
ſtates ; diftribute the land and ſea forces as he ſha 
judge moſt ſuitable, and regulate their direction in 
caſe of war. 2 8 ä 
II. Every declaration of war ſhall be made in theſe 
terms: By the King of the French, in the name of the 
ꝙĩ.v PETIT pSS | 
III. It belongs to the King to reſolve and fign with 
all foreign powers, all treaties of, peace, alliance, and 
commerce, and other conventions which he ſhall judge 
neceſſary for the welfare of the ſtate, with a reſerve 
for the ratification of the legiſlative body. 


— 


> ö 4 4 | 1 
T — 
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OF THE JUDICIAL POWER. 

1 1 judicial power can in no caſe be exerciſed, 
1. either by the legiſlative body or the King. 
II. Juſtice ſhall be gratuitouſly rendered, by judges 
cholen for a time by the people, inſtituted by 1 | 
patent of the King, who cannot refuſe to grant them. 

They cannot be depoſed, but for forfeiture duly jud- 
| 3 nor ſuſpended, but for an accuſation admitted, 
"The public accuſers ſhall be named by the people. 
| II. The tribunals cannot either interfere in the ex- 
ereile of the legiſlative power, or ſuſpend the execu- 
tion of the laws, or undertake the adminiſtrative func. 
tions, or cite before them the adminiſtrators, on account 
of their functions. y l 
IV. The citizens cannot be withdrawn from the 
Judges whom the law aſſigns to them by any commiſ- 
| SE Jon, 
7 


| thoſe which are determined by the laws. 


tention for che ſake of correction. 


2 
- 


— 
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fion, or by any other attributions or evocatione than 


V. The right of the citizens to terminate definitive- 
ly their diſputes by the way of arbitration, ſhall receive 
no infringement from the acts of the legiſlative power. 


VI. The ordinary courts. of juſtice: cannot receive 
any civil action, until it be certified to them that the 


parties have appeared, or that the purſuer has cited 


the oppoſite party to appear before mediators, to en- 


deavour to bring about a reconciliation. - 

VII. There 
the canton and in the towns, The number of them 
ſhall be determined by the legiſlative-power. 


VIII. It belongs to the legiſlative power to regu- 


late the number and Extent of juriſdiction of the tri- 


bunals, and the number of judges of which each tri- 
bunal ſhall be compoled. . _ „%%% 
IX. In criminal matters, no citizen can be tried, but 


on an accuſation received by a jury, or decreed by the 


legiſlative body, in the-cales-where it belongs to it to 


purſue the accuſation, 


After the admiſſion of the accuſation, the fact ſhall 


be recogniſed and declared by a jury. 


The accuſed ſhall have a right to refuſe, as far as 


twenty jurors, without afſjgning reaſons. 


The jury which declares the fact, cannot be of fewer 


than twelve member s. 


The application of the la ſhall be made by judges. | 
„and 


The inſtruction of the proceſs-ſhall be pu [ 
th 3 of counſel cannot be refuſed” to the ac- 
cuied. | | k e 


No man acquitted by à law ful jury, can be retaken 


or accuſed on account of the fame fact. | x 

X. No man can be ſeized upon, but in order to be 
conducted before an offieer of police: and no man can 
be arreſted: or detained, but in virtue of a mandate of 
the officers. of police; of an order for perſonal arreſta- 
tion by a tribunal; of a deeree of aceuſation of the 
legiſlative body, in the caſes where it belongs to it to 
pronounce ; or of a ſentence” of impłiſonment or de- 


XI. 


all be one or more judges of peace in 


out; 
ſit ion 
Vo 


* | * 


= 


XI. 8 man eee upon and conducted before 
an officer of police, ſhall be examined immediately, or | 


W , way 
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a lateſt in twenty-four hours. 1-77" - 66 
If it reſult from the examination, that there be no 5 
ground for ay 5 againſt him, he ſhall be directly ſet Wt 
at liberty, there be ground to ſend him to a houſe =: 
of arreſt, he ſhall be conducted there with the leaſt. de · | 9 
n pole, and that in wy caſe cannot exceed three 2 
8. | JW 44 
; Xn. No man arrefled can be detained if he give ; (bl Fi 
ſufficient bail, in all caſes here the law panics: „ 
to remain free under bail. | F 74 bo 
XIII. No man, in the — when detention is FI i! - 
riſed by the law, can be conducted or detained aux, 8 | 


where, but in thoſe places legally and publicly marked 
out. as houſes of arreſt, of; 8 ice, or priſons. 
XIV. N guard nor jailor can receive or detain any 
nan, but in virtue of a mandate, order of arreſt, decree 
of accuſation, or ſentence, mentioned in the tenth ar- : 
en Boos; nor without nn them in is own W 
regiſter. 5 | 
V. Every. guard or jailor is bound, nd no order * ; 
can releaſe him from the obligation, to produce the f 
perſon detained to the civil officer who 'ſupermtends "i 
the police of the bouſe of arreſt, as often as it ſhall be { 
required of him } 
The production of the perſon detained; cannot alfs I 
be refaſed to his relations and friends, who bring an oy 
order from a. civil officer, who ſhall be bound always - 3 
grant it, unleſs the guard or jailor produce an order | 
from a judge, tranſcribed in his regiſter, to 1 the , 
lon, arreſted ſecret. | 2 
XVI. Every man, We be his lane or occupa- 
tion, except choſe to whom the law confides the right 1} 
of arreſtation, who ſhall give, ſign, execute, or make 1 
to be executed, an order to arreſt a citizen; or who- 1 
ever, even in the caſes of arreſtation authoriſed by-the \ 4 
law, ſhall conduct, receive, or retain a citizen, in a |4 
place 'of detention not publicly and legally marked || 
out ; and every guard or'jailor who ſhall act in oppo- 
ſition to the diſpoſition of the above XIV. and XV. 
Vor- i399 74 5 h5Is - C * . = IN articles; 
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articles; ſhall be culpable of the crime of arbitrary de- 
tention. 5 | e rbitrary 


- account of the writings which he has made to be print- 
ed or publiſhed, whatever be their ſubject, if he has 
not defignedly provoked diſobedience to the law, out- 
_ rage to the eſtabliſhed powers, and reſiſtance to their 
Acts, or any of the actions declared crimes or offences 
by the law. 3 vi 
3 The cenſure of all the acts of the eſtabliſhed powers 
i] is permitted; but voluntary calumnies againſt the pro- 
7,” bity of public officers, and againſt the rectitude of 
ö their intentions in the exerciſe of their functions, may 
be proſecuted by thoſe who are the ſubject of them. 
Caualumnies or injurious ſayings againſt any Kind of 
perſons, relative to the actions of their private life, 
ſhall be puniſhed by proſecution. 8 
XVIII. No man can be judged, either cavilly or cri- 
minally, for acts of writing, printing, or publiſhing, 


1ſt, That there is an offence in the writing denounced ; 
2d, That the perſon proſecuted is guilty of it. | 
XIX. There ſhall be, for the whole kingdom, one 
only tribunal of annulment, eſtabliſhed near the legiſ- 
lative body. Its functions ſhall be, to pronounce, 
On demands of annulment of judgments given in the 
laſt reſort by the tribunals; | 


another, for lawful cauſes of ſuſpicion ; ohio 
On regulations reſpecting judges, and ſuits againſt a 

_ whole tribunal bet; . 
XX. In queſt ions of annulment, the tribunal of an- 
nulment ſhall never take cogniſance of the affair it- 
ſelf; but after having annulled the ſentence which ſhall 
have been pronounced in a proceſs, 'and in which the 
forms have been violated, or which ſhall contain an 
expreſs contradiction to the law, it ſhall remit the ori- 
ginal affair to the tribunal which ought to decide on it. 
XXI. When after being twice annulled, a ſentence 
pronounced by a third tribunal ſhall be attacked or 
the ſame grounds as at firſt, the queſtion ſhall no more 
| _ be judged by the tribunal of annulment, without ha 


9 
- 1 5 0 * 


XVII. No man can be taken up, or proſecuted, on 


except it has been recogniſed and declared by a jury, 


On demands of being remitted from one tribunal to 
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ving been ſubmitted to the legiſlative body, who ſhalt 
paſs a decree declarative of the law, to which the tri- 
bunal of annulment ſhall be bound to conform. 

XXII. Every year, the tribunal of annulment ſhall 
be bound to ſend to the bar of the legiſlative body a 
+ deputation of eight of its members, to preſent-a ſtate . 

of the decifions paſſed; on the margin of each of. 

which ſhall be placed a ſhort account of the affair, and 
the text of the law which ſhall bave determined the 
deciſion. e : "Fs 
XXIII. A high national court, formed of the mem- 
bers of the tribunal of afinulment, and of high ju- 
rors, ſhall take cogniſance of offentes committed by 
the miniſters and principal agents of the executive 
power, and of thoſe crimes which attack the general 
ſafety of the ſtate, after the legiſlative body ſhall have 
paſſed a decree for accuſation. | Ps 4 


WS. 


It ſhall not be aſſembled but at the proclamation of | 


the legiſlative body, and at the diſtance of thirty thou- 
fand toi ſes at leaſt irom the place where the legiſlative 
body holds its meetings. e 
XXIV. The orders iſſued for executing the judge- 
ments of the tribunals thall be conceived in theſe 
ß Eh nit 4 | e 
N. (the name of the king), by the grace of God, 
and by the conſtitutional law of the State, King of the 
French, to all preſent and to come, greeting. The 
— rollowing judge- 
men: (Here ſnall follow a copy of the judgment, in 


WP 


nf required: in witneſs of which, the preſent judgment 
1-8 has been ſigned by the preſident of the G ant 
by the regiſter.” 4 1 „ SSIS 1 $ 
XXV. The functions of the king's commiſſaries in 

the tribunals ſhall be, to require the obſervance of the 
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laws in the judgments to be given, and to cute them 
to be executed after they are paſſed. * 
They ſhall not be public accuſers ; but they ſhall YN 


be heard on all accuſations, and ſhall require, during 
procels, regularity of forms, and before judgment, ap- 
plication of the law. 

XXVI. The king's commillaries in the tribunals 


ſhall denounce to the director of the jury, either of- 
ficially, or according to orders given them by the 


king; 

Offences againſt the individual liberty of citizens, 
againſt the free circulation of proviſions and other ob- 
jects of commerce, and ba pra the collection of con- 
tributions; 3 N 

Offences by which the execution of orders given 
by the king, in the exerciſe of the functions n_— 


Bt him, ſhall be diſturbed or impeded ; 


Infringements on the laws of nations; oppoſition To 
the execution of judgments ; and to all executive acts 


proceeding from eſtabliſned powers. 


XXVII. The miniſter of juſtice ſhall denounce to 


the tribunal of appeal, by means of the king's commil.- 


fary, and without prejudice to the rights of the par- 
ties intereſted, the acts in which the judges have ex- 
ceeded the bounds of their power. 

The tribunal ſhall annul theſe acts; and if they give 
ground for forfeiture, the fact ſhall be repreſented to 
the legiſlative body, which ſhall paſs the decree of ac- 
cuſation, if there be ground, and refer the parties in- 
formed Win to the high national court. 


TITLE IV. 


TROY or THE PUBLIC FORCE. 
I. THE public force is inſtituted to defend the 


| ſtate againſt external enemies, and to maintain inter- 


nal order and the execution of the laws, - 
II. It is compoſed, | 
Of the land and ſea armies ; 


22 the troops ſpecially deftined f for bame ferviees; 
na, 


\ 
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children of age to bear arme, regiſtered in the Toll of 
national guards. 


III. The national guards 5 not form a military be- 


or an inſtitution in the ftate ; they are the citizens 
xe {bs Frog called to aſſiſt the public force. 

IV. The citizens can never embody themſelves, or 
act as national guards, but by virtue of a legal requiſi- 
tion or authority. 

V. They are ſubject i in this quality to an organiza- 
tion, to be determined by the law. 

They {ſhall be 3 in the whole kingdom 
by only one form of diſcipline, and one uniform. 


Diſtinctions of rank and ſubordination ſubſiſts only 
relative to the ſervice, and during its continuance. | 


VI. Officers are choſen for a time, and cannot again 


be choſen till after a certain interval of ſervice as. 


ſoldiers. 


None ſhall command the national guard of more than 
one diſtrict. 


VII. All the parts of the public force employed for 


the ſafety of the ſtate from foreign enemies, ſhall. act 


under the command of the king. 


VIII. No body or detachment of troops of the line 
can act in the internal part of the Kingdom without a le- 


gal order. 
IX. No agent of the public force can enter the houſe 


of a citizen, if it be not on purpaſe to execute the or- 


ders of police and of juſtice, or in caſes formally _— 


vided for by. the law. 
X. The requiſition of the 1 force, in the inter- 


nal part of the kingdom, belongs to the civil officers, . 


according to the regulations provided by the legiſlative 


wer. 
XI. When any department is througbout in a ſtate 


of commotien, the king ſhall iſſue, under the reſponſi- 


bility of miniſters, the neceſſary orders for the. execu- 


tion of laws, and the re-eftabliſhment of order; but 
with the reſerve of informing the legiſlative body if it 


be 2 and of convoking it if be not ſitting. 
8 „ XII. 
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10 XII. The public force is \ efeitially obedient ; no 
armed body can delibefate. | 
XIII. The land and ſea armies, and the troops de- 


fined to preſerve internal ſecurity, are ſubjected to 
particular laws, both for the maintenance and diſcip- 
line, and for the manner of judgments, and the na- 
ture of * on aceaion of my offences, 


— 9 TITLE ; 


OF PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS, | 


I. PUBLIC contributions ſhall be debated and. fixed 
every year by the legiſlative body, and cannot conti- 
nue 1n force longer than the laſt day of the following 
ſeſſion, if they are not expreſsly renewed, 

II. The funds neceſſary to the diſcharge of the na- 
tional debt, and the payment of the civil liſt, can un- 
der no pretext be refuſed or ſufpended. 

The ſalaries of the miniſters of the Catholic religion, 
who are paid, preſerved, elected, or named, in virtue 
of the decrees of the National Conſtituent Aﬀembly, 
form a part of the national debt. 


The legiſlative body cannot, in any caſe, charge the 


8 with the E of the debts of any indivi- 
dua 


III. The accounts at full length of the minifteriat 


department, ſigned and certified by the miniſters or 
commiſſioners, ſhall be rendered public, by being 
printed at the commencement of the ſeſſion of each le. 
giſlature. 
So ſhall alſo the ſtate of receipts. of the different 
taxes, and all the public revenues. 


The ſtate of receipt and dane mall be dil. 


tinguiſhed according to their nature, and ſhall. expreſs 
the ſums received and diſburſed, year by year, in each 
diſtrict. 

The private expences of each department, and thoſe 
relative to the tribunals, the adminiſtrative bodies, 
de other W hal alſo be n pu- 

C. 


IV. 


5 


7. 
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Iv. The adminiſtrators of department, and ſub- ad- 


miniſtrators, can neither eſtabliſn any public contri- 
bution, nor make any diſtribution beyond the time 


and the ſums fixed by the legiſlative body; nor delibe- 
rate, or permit, without being authoriſed by it, any 


local loan to be charged to the citizens of the depart- 


V. The executive power direQs and ſuperintends the 
Collection and paying in of contributions, and gives all 
the neceſſary orders to this effect. en r 


OF THE CONNECTION OF THE FRENCH NATION WITH 
OTHER NATIONS, FLAY 


. THE French nation renounces the undertaking of 
any war with a view to make conqueſts, and will 


never employ its forces againſt the liberty of any 


people. 5 5 
: The conſtitution no longer admits the Droit d'Au- 
Aline. | pn 


Foreigners, whether ſettled in France or not, inherit 
the property of their parents, whether foreigners or 


Frenchmen, 


They can contract, acquire, and receive property | 


ſituated in France, and diſpoſe of it, as well as any 


French. citizen, in every mode authoriſed by the laws. 


Foreigners in France are ſubject to the ſame Trimi-. 
nal laws and regulations of police as French. citizens, 
with a l a conventions agreed on with foreign 
powers. Their perſons, effects, induſtry, and religion, 
are equally. protected by the law. e 


in VIE, 417; 


or THE REVISION OF CONSTITUTIONAL DECREES, 


= THE National Conſtituent Aſſembly declares; | 
that the Nation has an impreſcriptible-ri ht to change 


its conſtitution ; and nevertheleſs, conſidering that it 
it is moſt ſuitable. to the national intereſt to make . 
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only by means appointed by the conſtitution itſelf, of 
the right of reforming thoſe articles which experience 


ſhall demonſtrate the inconvenience of, decrees, that 
the aſſembly of revifion ſhall proceed in the following 


manner: 


II. When three following legiſlatures ſhall have de- 


clared an uniform wiſh for the change of any conſt itu- 
tional article, the revifion demanded ſhall take place. 


III. The enſuing legiſlature (that commencing in 
1791) cannot propoſe the reform of any conſtitutional 


_ article, LY i ; | 
IV. Of the three legiſlatures who ſhall ſucceſſively 


Propoſe any changes, the firſt two ſhall not occupy 
themſelves relative to that object, but in their laſt two 
months of laſt ſeſſion, and the third at the end of 
its firſt annual ſeſſion, or at the beginning of the ſe- 


cand | : | 
| Their deliberations. on that matter ſhall be ſubjected 


to the ſame forms as the legiſlative acts; but the de- 


creees by which they ſhall have expreſſed their defires, 
ſhall not be ſubjected to the ſanction of the king. 
V. The fourth legiſlature, augmented by two hun- 


dred and forty- nine members choſen in each depart- 


ment, by doubling the ordinary number which it fur- 
niſhes for its population, ſhall conftitute the aſſembly 
of reviſion. f | | 


Theſe two hundred and forty-nine members ſhall be 
elected after the nomination of repreſentatives to the 


iſlative body ſhall have been terminated, and there 
Hall be formed a ſeparate proces-verbal of it. 


Tue aſſembly of reviſion ſhall. not be compoſed of 


more than one chamber. 


VI. The members of the third legiflature, who ſhall. 


have, demanded a change, cannot be elected in the aſ- 


ſembly of reviſion. = l 
VII. The members of the aſſembly of reviſion, af- 


ter having pronounced all at once the oath, * zo live free 


or die”, ſhall individually ſwear, to confine themſelves to 
decide on the object which ſhall have been ſubmitted to 


them by the unanimons wiſh of three preceding legiſlatures; 


and to maintain, in other reſpects, with all their power, 


the 


JS 


* 


 AUBRY (Biſhop of the Depart- e e 


DARxchE, 


APPENDIX. 7 
the conſtitution f the kingdom decreed by the National 
Conſtituent Aſſembly in the years 1789, 1790, and 1791; and 


to be in all faithful to the Nation, to the Law, and to the 


King, £9 4 $7 7 | 
VIII. The aſſembly of reviſion ſhall be bound to 


 -occeupy itſelf afterwards, and without delay, in the ob- 


jets which ſhall have been ſubmitted to its examina- - 


tion; and as ſoon as this tafk is finiſhed, the two hun- 


dred and forty-nine new members, named over and 
above, ſhall retire, without taking a part in any caſe 
in the Jegi/lative acts. | | Wt 


The French colonies and poſſeſſions in Aſia, Africa, 


and America, although they make a part of the French 


empire, are not included in the preſent conſtitution, 


None of the powers inſtituted by the conſtitution 


have a right to change it in its whole, or in its parts, 
excepting the refprms which may be made in it by the 
mode of reviſion, conformably to the regulations of 


Title VII. above. " 


The National Conftituent Aſſembly commits the 
depoſit of it to the fidelity of the legiſlative body, of 


the king, and of the judges, to the vigilance of fathers 


of families, to wives and to mothers, to the attach- 


ment of young citizens, to the courage of all French- 


men. | Ws 


The decrees paſſed by the National Aſſembly, which 
are not included in the act of conſtitution, ſnall be exe 


cuted as laws; and thoſe anterior laws, which it has 
not altered, ſhail alſo be obſerved ſo long as they ſhall 


not be revoked or modified by the legiſlative power. 


(Signed) VERNIER, Preſident. 
PovGEARD, Phd , 
Covers, © | | 
Many, ne; i 
CHATEAU-RENARD, | 
CHAILLON, | 


IS 


| Secretaries. 
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NEW DECLARATION, 
5 . Da 1 
THE RIGHTS OF MAN ; 


'AGREED TO BY THE CONVENTION, ON SUNDAY, 
| JUNE 23. 1795. | 


12 French people, convinced that forgetfulneſs 
of, and contempt for, the natural rights of man, 
are the only cauſes of the crimes and misfortunes of 
the world, havg reſolved to expoſe, in a declaration, 
their facred and unalienable rights, in order that all ei- 
tizens, being able always to compare the acts of the 
government with the end of every ſocial inſtitution, | 
may never ſuffer themſelves to be oppreſſed and de- 4 
raded by tyranny ; and that the people may always { 

ve before their eyes the baſis of their liberty and 


happineſs; the magiſtrates the rule of their duty; 0 
and the legiflature the object of their miſhon— 3 6 
They acknowledge therefore, and proclaim, in the pr 
' preſence of the Supreme Being, the following EY 1 
; DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN AND OF in 
a Cris, : re 
Article I. The end of ſociety is common happineſs. - 
Government is inftituted to ſecure to man the enjoy- th 
ment of his natural and impreſcriptible rights. Ion 
II. Theſe rights are Equality, Liberty, Safety, and Re 
Property... ö | | 5 an 
All men are equal by nature, and before the he 
law. % 34h ; ; 
IV. The Law is the free and folemn expreſſion of cut 
the general will. It ought to be the ſame for all, whe- pab 
ther it protects or puniſhes. It cannot order but what d, 
is juſt and uſeful to ſociety. It cannot forbid but has 
what is hurtful, | EY ; to: 
V. All citizens are equally admiſſible to public per! 
employments. Free people avow no other motives of — 


preference in their elections than virtue and — has 


- 
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VI. Liberty is that power which belongs to a man, 
of doing every thing that does not hurt the rights of 
another: its principle is nature: its rule juſtice: its 
protection the law: and its moral limits are defined 
by this max im, Do not to another what you would 
not wiſh done to yourſelf.” | | 
VII. The right of manitefling one's thoughts and o- 
pinions, either by the preſs, or in any other manner: the 
right of aſſembling peaceably, and the free exerciſe of 
religious worſhip, cannot be forbidden. The neceſ- 
fity of announcing theſe rights ſuppoſes either the pre- 
ſence or the recent remembrance of deſpotiſm. Z 
VIII. Whatever is not forbidden by the law cannot 
be prevented. No one can be forced to do that which 
it does not order. 3 | 
IX. Safety conſiſts in the protection granted by the 
ſociety to each citizen for the preſervation of his per- 


ſon, his rights, and his property. 
ay 
' 


X. The law avenges public and individual li 
of the abuſes committed againſt them by power. 

XI. No perſon can be accuſed, arrefted, or con- 
fined, but in caſes determined by the law, and according 
to the forms which it preſcribes. Every citizen ſum- 
moned or ſeized by the authority of the law, ought 
immediately to obey ; he renders himſelf culpable by 
reſiſtance, 93 L | 
__ XII; Every act exerciſed againſt a man to which 
the caſes in the law do not apply, and in which its 
forms are not obſerved, is arbitrary and tyrannical. 
Reſpect for the law forbids him to ſubmit to ſuch acts; 
and if attempts are made to execute them by violence, 
he has a right to repel force by force. | 

XIII. Thoſe who ſhall ſolicit, diſpatch, ſign, exe- 
cute, or cauſe to be executed, arbitrary acts, are cul- 
pable, and ought to puniſhed. e 

XIV. Every man being ſuppoſed innocent until he 
has been declared guilty, if it is judged” indiſpenſable 
to arreſt him, all ſeverity not neceſlary to ſecure; his 
perſon ought to be ſtrictly repreſſed by the law. 


XV. No one ought to be tried and puniſhed until he 
has been legally ſummoned, and in virtue of a law _ 
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| blihed 1 previous to the commiſſion of the che” A 
„law which would puniſh crimes committed before it 


* exiſted, would be ee The retro- active effect 


given to a law would be a crime. 
XVI. The law o 


but ſuch as are ſtrictly and evidently neceſſary; pu- 


- niſhment ought to be proportioned to the crime, and 
. uſeful to ſociety. | 
» +. XVII; The right of property is that right which be⸗ | 

longs to every citizen to enjoy and diſpo e of, accord- 


ing to his pleaſure, his property," revenues, labour, 
and induſtry. 


XVIII. No kind of labour, culture, or commerce, 
can be forbidden to the induſtrious citizen, 


XIX. Every man may enga e his ſervices and his 
time, but he cannot ſell himſelf ; his. perfon is not a- 
The law does not acknowledge 
ſervitude ; there can exiſt only an engagement of care 


and gratitude between the man who labours and _ | 


man who employs him. 

XX. No one can be deprived of the ſmalleſt ion 
of his property, without his conſent, except when the 
public neceſſity, legally aſcertained, evident! requires 
it, and, on condition of a juſt and Previous indemnifi- 
cation. 


4X. contribution can be eſtabliſhed but for ge- 
nerah utility, and to relieve the public wants. Every 
citizen has a right to concur in the eſtabliſhment of 


contributions, to watch over the uſe made of them, and 
to call for a ſtatement of their expenditure. 

XXII. Public aids are a ſacred debt. The ſociety 
is obliged to provide for the ſubſiſtence of the unfor- 
tunate, either by procuring them work, or by ſecuring 


the means of exxRence, to thoſe who are unable to la- 


bour. © 
XXIII. Inſtruction is the want of all, od the ſo- 


ciety ought to fayour, with all its power, the progreſs 


of public reaſon ; and to place inſtruction within the 
reach of every citizen. 
XXIV. The ſocial guarantee conſiſts in the actions 


of all, to ſecure to each the enjoyment and pre ſerva- 
I tion 


t not to decree any puniſhments 5 
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* 


tion of his rights. This guarantee reſts on the national 


ſovereignty. 


XXV. The ſocial guarantee cannot exiſt if the li- 


mits of public functions are not clearly determined, by 
the law, and if the rempounvuny” of all public func- 
tionaries is not ſecured. | 


XXVI. The ſovereignty reſides in the people: it 
1s one and indiviſible, impreſcriptible, and inalienable. 


XXVII. No portion of the people can exerciſe the 
power of the whole: but each ſection of the fovereign 
aſſembled ought to enjoy the right of expreſſing its will 
in perfect liberty. Every individual who arrogates to 


himſelf the ſovereignty, or who uſurps the exerciſe of | 


it, ought to be put to death by free men. 
"XX VIII. A people have always the right of revi- 
ſing, amending, and ies is their conſtitution, One 


generation cannot ſubject to its laws future ren 
tions. 


XXIX. Every citizen has an equal right of concur. 
ring in the formation of the law, and in the nomina- | 


tion of his mandatories or agents, 
XXX, Public functions cannot be chender as dif. 
tinctions or rewards, but as duties, 

XXXI. Crimes committed by the mandatories of 
the people, and their agents, ought never to remain un- 


puniſhed. No one has a right to pretend to be more 


inviolable than other citizens, 

XXXII. The right of preſenting petitions to the 

depoſitories of public authority belongs to every indi- 
vidual, The exerciſe of this right cannot, in any caſe, 

be forbidden, ſuſpended, or limited, 


XX XIII. Refiſtance to oppreſſion is the conſequence 
of the other rights of man. 


XXXIV. Oppreſſion is exerciſed againſt the Len 


body, when even one of its members is oppreſſed. 
Oppreſſion is exerciſed 3 each member, when the 
locial body is oppreſſed. 

XXXV. When the government violates the rights 
of the people, inlurreCtion becomes to the people, and 


to every portion of the people, the moſt lacred and 
the molt indiſpenſable of duties, ; 
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THE CONSTITUTIONAL ACT. 


FP: | of THE REPUBLIC. ON ud 

Art. I. The French republic is one and indivi- 

ible, | 

4 OF THE DIVISION .OF THE, PEOPLE, | 

II. The French people are divided, for the exerciſe 
of the - ſovereignty, into primary aſſemblies of can- 

III. For the adminiſtration of juſtice, they are di- 

_ vided into departments, diſtricts, and municipalities, 


| OF THE STATE OF CITIZENS. | | . 

IV. Every man born and reſident in France, of the 
age of twenty-one years complete, every foreigner. _ 4 
aged twenty-one years complete, who has reſided a 1 1 


year in France, who has acquired property, married a 
French woman, adopted a child, or maintained an £ 
aged perſon, in ſhort, every foreigner who ſhall be 
judged by the legiſlative body to have deſerved welt PE. 
by his humanity, ſhall be admitted to exerciſe the m 
rights of a French citizen. AT E 
V. The exerciſe, of the rights of citizens ſhall be 
loſt by being naturaliſed in a foreign conntry, by ac- 
cepting functions or favours from a government not 
popular, and by condemnation to diſgraceful or penal 


__ puniſhments. Ig | | a 
VI. The exerciſe of the rights of citizens ſhall be 3 
ſuſpended by a ſtate of accuſation; and by being de- me 
clared contumacious, as long as the ſentence is not re- 2 

verſed. | | | I fro 

| | - IT fan, 

| OF TE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE PPOPLE. 8 A 
VIE. The ſoyereign people, are the univerſality of Jorii 
the French citizens. Mm - -X 
VIII. They ſhall immediately name the deputies. | fend 
IX. They ſhall. delegate to. electors the choice of Þlac, 
adminiſtrators, public arbitrators, criminal judges, and X. 
judges of appeal. . majo 


X. They ſhall deliberate on laws. are ta 


OF 
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| OF PRIMARY ASSEMBLIES, © 

XI. Primary aſſemblies ſhall be compoſed of citizens 

who have reſided fix months in each canton. 

XII. They ſhall confift of two hundred citizens at 
leaſt, or ſix hundred at moſt, called to vote. 

XIII. They ſhall be conſtituted by the nomination 
of a Preſident, Secretaries, and Scrutineers. 

XIV. Their police ſhall belong to them. 

XV. No perſon can appear there with arms. 

XVI. The elections mall be made by ſcrutiny, or 
""=— by the voice of each voter. 
XVII. A primary aſſembly cannot in any caſe pre- 

Acribe an uniform mode of — | 
XVIII. The ſcrutigeers ſhall certify the votes of 

eltizens who, not being able to write, prefer voting by 
mel, 5 | | 

XIX. The ſuffrages on laws ſhall be given by yes 

XX. The will of the primary aſſembly ſhall be 
proclaimed as follows :; © The Citizens united in the Pri- 


mary Aſſembly of to the number of 
Poters, Vote (for or againſt) by a majority of * 


OF THE NATIONAL RIPE, 3 org | | 

XXI. Population is the ſole baſis of the national re- 
preſentation. 5 ; 

XXII. There is one deputy for every forty thouſand 
mdividuals. | . 
XXIII. Each re- union of primary aſſemblies reſulting 
from a population of from thirty- nine to forty-· one thou- 
fand ſouls nominates directly one deputy. , 

XXIV. The nomination is made by the abſolute ma- 
. jority of ſuffrages. | | 

XXV. Each afſembly caſts up the ſuffrages, and 
ſends a commiſſioner'for the general caſting up to the 
place pointed out as the moſt central. e 

XXVI. If the caſting up does not give an abſolute 
majority, a ſecond vote is proceeded to, and the votes 
are tak en for the two citizens who had the moſt voices. 

| D dz XXVII. 
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XXVII. In caſe of equality of voices, the eldeſt has 
the preference, either to be on the ballot, or elected. 
In caſe of equality of age, lot decides. | 
XXVIII. Every Frenchman, exerciſing the ande of 
7 is cligible through the extent of the repu- 
ic. 
XXIX. Each deputy belongs to the whole nation. 
XXX. In caſe of the non- acceptance, reſignation, 
forfeiture, or death of a deputy, he is replaced by the 
9 aſſemblies who nominated him. 
I. A deputy who has given in his reſignation | 
2 quit his poſt but after the admiſſion of his ſuc- 
ceſſor, 


1 XX X11, The French people aſſemble every year, on 
i the firſt of May, for elections. 
K XXXIII. It proceeds in them, whatever be the num- 
1% ber of citizens preſent having a right to vote, 
11 XXXIV. Primary aſſemblies are formed on extra- 
101 ordinary occaſions, on the demand of a fifth of the citi- þ 
14 Zens, who have a right to vote in them. | | 
1% XXXV. The convocation is made, in this caſe, by 1 
J if the municipality of the ordinary place of meeting. } 
p XXXVI. Theſe extraordinary aſſemblies do not de- 
I berate but when one more than the half of the citi- 
| Zens who have a right to vote in them are preſent, _ E 
| OF THE ELECTORAL A*SEMBLIES, | | 2 
1 XXXVII. The citizens met, in primary aſſemblies, M 
1 nominate. one elector for every two hundred citizens, 

1 preſent or not, two for from two hundred and one to i 
I ſour hundred, and three from four hundred and one to x 
1 . e 
[' fix hundred. 

© XXXVIII. The holding of the electoral afſemblies R 

| (8 and the mode of elections, are the ſame as in the pri- 
{il mary aſſemblies, | 7 
. | | dec 
N W OF THE LEGISLATIVE BODY. Tj 
, k XXXIX. | The legiſlative body 1s n indivifible and hen 
1 permanent. | "I 
| XL. Its ſcion is for 8 | & 4 


XLI. It meets the 0 of July. 3 the 
33% 
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XLII. The national aſſembly cannot be conſtitu- 
ted if it do not conſiſt of one more than the Hom of 
the deputies. 

XLIII. The deputies cannot be examined, accu- 
ſed, or tried, at an time, for the opinions they dare 
delivered in the legiſlative body. 

XLIV. They may, for a criminal act, be ſeized en. 
flagrant delit; but a warrant of arreſt, or a warrant 
ſummoning to appear, cannot be granted «ny them, 
unleſs authoriſed by the legiſlative body. . 


HOLDING OF THE SITTINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE. 
BODY. 


| XIV. The Fittings of the national alem by are 
public. 

XLVI. The minutes of its fittings are printed. 

XLVII. It cannot deliberate if it be not compoſed 
of two hundred members 2t the leaſt, 

XLVIII. It cannot fefuſe to hear its members 
ſpeak in the order in Which my have demanded to be 
heard. 

XLIX. It deliberates by a majority of the members 
prelent. 

I. Fifty members have a right to require * appeal - 
nominal, 

LI. It hes the right of cenſure on the ut of its 


Members within itlelf. 
LII. The police appertains to it in the place of its ſit- 


tin % and 1 in 1 the external circuit which it has determi- q 


ne 
or THE FUNCTIONS OF unt dard 0 Bopr. 


LIII. The legiſlative body propoſes laws and paſſes 
| decrees. 


LIV. Under the general name of Laws are compre- 


ended the acts of the legiſlative. body concerning, 
The legiſlation, civil and criminal; 
The general adminiſtration of the re venues, and of 


the ordinary expences offthFFepublis ; 35 
8 national domains; 
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The title; the weight, the impreſſion, aud the deno- 


mination of money; 
The nature, the amount, and the collection of con- 


tributions; 
The declaration of war; . 
Every new general nn of the French terri- 


tory.; 5 
The public inſtruction ; 
'The public honours to the memory of great men. 
LV, Under the particular name of Decrees are inclu- 
ded the acts of the legiſlative body concerning, 
The annual eſtabliſhment of the land and ſea forces; 
The permiſſion or the probibition of the paſſage of 
foreign troops through the French territory; 
The introduction of foreign naval forces into the 


ports of the republic; 
The meaſures of general ſafety and tranquillity ; 3 


cours and works; 
The orders for the fabrication of money of every 


kind ; a 
The ren and extraordinary expences ; 


tioh, a commune, or a kind of public works; 5 


The defence of the territory; 
The ratification of treaties ; 2 
The nomination and the removal of 1 in 
| chief of armies ;: 
The ene e of the reſponſibility of members of 
the council, and the public functionaries; 


the. N ſafety of the republic. 
change in the partial diſtribution of the French 


"territory; :; 
N . recompenſes 


or THE FORMATION OF THE. LAW. 


* LI. The plans of law are preceded by a report. 
LuVII. The diſcuſſion cannot be opened, and the law 
cannot be proviſionally: reſolved upon, till fifteen days 

after the — 4 Pg | 
5 | # ILVIII. 


* 


The annual and occaſional diſtribution of public ſuc- | 


The meaſures local and particular to an adminiſtra- 5 


The accuſation of perſons charged with plots againſt 
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LVIII. The ala; is printed, and ſent to all the com- 
munes of the republic, under this title, Law propo/ed, 

LIX. Forty days after the ſending of the law propoſed, 
jf in one more than half of the departments, the tenth 
of the primary aſſemblies of each, regularly formed, 
have not objected to- it, the plan is accepted and be⸗ 
comes /aw, 

LX. If there be an objection, the legiſlative body 
con vokes the primary aſlemblies. 


OF THE ENTITLING OF LAWS AND DECREES. 


LXI. Laws, decrees, judgments, and all public aQs, 
are entitled, In the name of the French people, the 
pear of the French republic. | 


OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. -. 


LXII. There is one executive council compoſed of 
twenty-four members. 

LXIII. The electoral aſſembly of each department 
nominates one candidate—the legiſlative body chuſes 
the members of the council from the general lift, _ 

LXIV. One half of it is renewed by each legifla- 
ture in the laſt month of the ſeſſion, 

LXV. The council is charged with the direction 
and ſuperintendance of the general adminiſtration, It 
cannot act but in execution of the laws and decrees of 
the legiſlative body. 

LXVI. It nominates, not of its own body, the agents 
in chief of the general adminiſtration of the republic. 

LX VII. The legiſlative body determines the num- 
ber, and the functions, of theſe agents. 

LXVIII. Theſe agents do not form a o 
they are ſeparated, without any immediate correſpond- 
ence between them, they exerciſe no perſonal authori- 
t 
LXIX. The council 8 not of its own bo- 
dy, the external agents of the bb 

LXX. It negociates treaties. 

LXXI. The members of council, in caſe of malver- 
ſation, are accuſed by the legiſlative body. 


- The council i is * for the non-exe- 
WS - ® „ ceution 
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cution of laws and decrees, and for abuſes which i it ® 


does not denounce, 
LXXIII. It recals and replaces the __ in its no- 


mination. 


LXXIV. It is bound to denounce them, if there be 


occaſion, before the judicial authorities. 


OF THE CONNECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
WITH THE LEGISLATIVE BODY. 


LXXV. The executive council reſides near the 
legillative body. It has admittance and a fe parate 


ſeat in the place of ſittings. 
LXXVI. It is heard as often as it has an account to 


Fire. 
LXXVII. The legiſlative body calls it into the 


fit. 
OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND MUNICIPAL BODIES, 


LXXVIII. There is a municipal adminiſtration in 


each com mune of the republic; 
In each diſtri, an intermediate adminiſtration ; 


In each department, a central adminiſtration, 


ILXXIX. The municipal officers are elected by the 
aſſemblies of the commune. 

LXXX. The adminiſtrators are nominated by the 

electoral aſſembles of department and diſtrict. 

LXXXI. The municipalities and the edwiniſtia- 


tions gre renewed, one half every year. 


LXX XII. The adminiſtrators # + municipal officers: 


have no character of repreſentation, 
2 cannot, in any caſe, modify the acts of the 
* ative body, or ſuſpend the execution of them. 
XXXIII. The legiſlative body determines the 
functions of the municipal officers and adminiſtrators, 
the rules of their ſubordination, and the penaltics ety 


may incur, 
LXXXIV. The ſittings of 2 3h and admi- 


niſtrations are public. * 


OF 
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OF CIVIL JUSTICE. 


Lxxxv. The code of civil and criminal laws is uni- 
form for all the republic. 

LXXXVI. No infringement can de made of the right 
which citizens have to cauſe their differences to be 
pronounced upon by arbitrators of their choice. 
LXXXVII. The deciſion of theſe arbitrators is final, 
if the citizens have not reſerved the right of objecting 
to them. | 

LXXXVIII. There are juſtices of peace elected by 
the citizens in circuits determined by the law. 

LXXXIX. They conciliate and Judge without ex- 
pence, « _ 

XC. Their number and their competence. are regu- | 
lated by the legiſlative body. | 

XCI. There are public arbitrators elected by the 
electoral aſſemblies, 

XCII. Their number and their circuits are fixed by 
the legiſlative body. g 

XCIII. They take cogniſance of diſputes which 
have not been finally terminated by the private arbi- 
trators or the juſtices of peace. | 

XCIV. They deliberate in public; 

They give their opinions aloud; 

They pronounce, in the laſt reſort, on verbal defen- 
ces, or ſimple memorials, without 5. ocedures, and with- 
out expence z | 

They aſſign the reaſons of their deciſions. 

XC. The juſtices of peace and the public arbitra- 
tors are N every N 


OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 


XCVI. In criminal caſes, no citizen can be tried, 
but on an accuſation received by a jury, or decreed 
by the legiſlative body ; 

The accuſed have counſel choſen by themſelves, or 
nominated officially ; 


The proceſs is e: - 8 | 
| The 


E 
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5 e 1 fa = the intention are declared by a jury 0 0 of | 
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5 + he D is applied by a criminal tribunal. 


8 The a a Judges are Ul elde 3 every yea : 


or Tur TRIBUNAL OF APPEAL. 
Agen. There: is one tribunal of appeal for all . 
Fepublic. 7 

E XCiIxX. This tribunal. does not take cogniſince * 
d «he. merits of the cale; 

It pronounces on the violation f forts, and on en- | 
Pre contravention of the law. 

(oe Þ 'C. The, members of this tribunal are nominated 
| ve ant hy the ele ctoral aſſemblies. 


or PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS. * 8 
Cl. No citizen is exempted from the beser. 


— 


* of contributing to the public charges... 
or uE NATIONAL -TREASURY. = 


ll. The national treaſuty is the central point of 
che mos. and expences of the republic. 
CIII. It is adminiſtered by accountable. agents no- 

| minated by the executive council, 

Cl. Theſe agents are ſuperintended by commit. 
Honers nominated by the legiſlatise body, not of its 
own members, and reſponſible for 8 88 Weg they 

"Fant Lemans... . 


FY 


or arab A 


cv. The accounts of the. agents of the national tres⸗ 
ſury, and the adminiſtrators of the public money, are 
given in annually to reſponſible commiſſioners, nomi- 
_ mated by the executive couneil. 

5 hooks gia verificators are ſuperintende by commit. 
the nomination of the LS N pot 

5 r its own members, and reſponſible for errots and 
* * * buſes which. they do not denounce; - | ag 
* * 28 * ws” paſſes the aun. 


